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WAR DEPARTMENT 

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF 
WASHINGTON 

l october l94S 

Dear Mrs. RooeeTelta 

I b&Ye ;your letters of Septeaber lSth and 17t.tl in which 
;you enolO&ed excerpts of letters 11bioh haTe c011e t o ;you. 

The War Departaent baa .. de eTer;y effort t o insure that 
former prisoners of war are appropriatel;y oa.penaated for the 
hardships and priTations the;y endured while UDder t.tle control 
of the en•IV' · Their return to t.tle United States and their 
families baa been expedited, th17 are granted lengtb,r fur­
loughs for rest and recuperation, and t.tle;y are ciTeD special 
consideration 1D other ~~attars such ae assipaent and prOIIO­
tion. 

llhen the point aoor. ayate11 was being for.ul.ated in the 
War Department, thorough consideration was given to the ad­
Tieabili~ of cranting additional point credit to prisonera 
of war. J.e 7 ou ~ !mow, t.he;y did continue to reoeiTe OTer­
eeaa credit for the IIIODtha they apent 1D confinement in addi­
t ion to nol'lll&l. eerrloe and other c:Ndi ta prertoueq acC'WIU­
lated UDder the point aye tell. To erant thea special credit 
would, in effect, faTor thea cmtr soldiers 'ltlo continued the 
fight UJltll Tictor;y was achinecl. 

I beline you wiU agree that the Naval traiDing prograa 
to which your correspondent refers is a aubjeot on which I 
should not atte.pt to apeak authoritativel,y. Tbe ~ Special­
ized Tr&1.n1.ni Prograa, which is s1•1lar t o the Hay;y prograa, 
was developed to continue the auppl,y of apeciall,y trained per­
sonnel such aa doctors &Dd engineers wbo were needed aa r.­
plaoeMnta b7 the laYT duriq wart~. The nuaber of points 
acquired by s tudente in the .A.STP is not sufficient to aake 
thea elilible for diaaharge unlesa th17 were sent oTeraeaa af­
ter craduation. 



I OIJl UDderat&Dd the rMliJii expre .. ecl b7 the other 
correspondent who wrote ;rou that aOM disabarpd -terau 
do Dot, because or IIOdeav 1 ~ i.naipia denotiJii their 
seni.ce decorations on c1Y111a.n clothes. HoweYer, the War 
Department do .. authorlae the weariDc or lapel buttons 
which denote posseaeion or War Department deooratione and 
seni.ce Mdal.a. I n the case or the lleclal of Honor , a aal.l 
rosette is worn 1n lieu or a lapel button. In addition, 
decorations , seni.oe Mdal.s or lliniat\lr&a u:y be worn 011 
civilian clothes on cereaonial occasione. InaeiiUch as die­
oharged peraonnel are not subject t o JDi.litary juriediation, 
1Di11tary reeuJ.atiou cmnot be ~ted requi.ri.Dc thea 
to wear the deoorationa or eervioe medala they have earned 
while in the aeni.ce. 

lira. Franklin D. Roosevelt 
Val-Kill Cottages 
H;yde Park, Mew York 
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