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' . MILO R. M•aorTH 
a17 N O itTH WAaA8H eT .. &-T 

WAaAaM. IN014NA 

April 6, 194!'. . 

Mrs . El eanor Roosevelt, 
c/o The Vlhite House, 
IVAshington, D. C. 

Dear Mr s .RoosP.velt : -

APR 9 1945 

~ ou •till pPrdon me for infringe ­
ing on your valuable t ime, but I am a nxious to get 
your appr aisiJl of a book I have ~·ritten and .,hich 
has Ju:;t been published entitl ed , "Pr acti cal Poli tie~ 
and Democr e> cy", r. copy of l'lhich i s going t o you todl"y 
under se?ArPt e cover. I hope I sm not asking t oo much 
o f you or i mPosing on your generous na ture. 

I am a constant r eRder of your newspaper col umn 
"My Day" and met you once in the Oklahoma-Biltmore 
ilotel , Oklahoma City , which , of course, you will not 
be able to recal l , and I first met your distinguis bed 
hu sband , the President, in the 1924 New York Demo­
cratic Convention in which I wa s a delegate from In­
dianE' . Incicle!ltally , Mrs.Meredith and I ea ch ha ve 
voted for him five times A nd would gladly do it ag ain 
if we had the opportuni ty . 

My pur pose in writing t his book wa s to have it 
adopted as a text for additional reading in our !iigh 
Schools in civics and goodciti~enship classes . As a 
former teacher and as a member of our loca l School 
Board for ni ne year s I recogni~ed the need for this 
ki nd of i nformation . It i s s trictl y non- partisen . It 
i s an exposition of our Amer i can political system 
and our politics, a phase of educa t ion notably omit­
ted ond wan ting in our High School s and in~ti tutions 
of higher learning. 

The risi ng generati ons of voters should be t aught 
the s upreme importance of anu f undqmenta ls of our 
poli t ical system . Oldsters a lso may lear n thru t hi s 
book ho•1 our f r eedoms are pr otected and preserved 
t hru our political inheritqnce. 

Your r eference to the origin of the Democr atic 
rooster in your "My Day" col umn publ ished last Tues­
day , Apr i l ~rd , gave me the id ea of writing to you 
ll bou t my book . 

Ex-Governor s Paul V.UcNutt, Cl ifford Townsend And 
Henry F. Schricker and f ormer O.S.Sena tor Sam Jeckso n 
know me P S I ha ve been one of t heir loy~l s upporters 
during their entire poli t ical cnreers . 

Thi s letter ha s assumed an unusual length for whic h 
I beg your indul gence. 

With assurance of a hoo~ier ' s si ncere best wi shes 
for t he good heal t h of you and yours , I am, ~. A~~ 

:lours truly,~ fr./~ 

) 

lth, 
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P R A C T I C A L P 0 L I T I C S 
and 

D E ~ 0 C R A C ~ 

by 
Milo R. Yeredith 

The au thor of thi s book i s a well- knorm f~rmer Hoosier 
editor and political worker famili ar wi th every phase of 
pa r ty orgenization, political practice and history. 

He was born •t Roches ter, I ndiana , and at the age of 
twelve his fPmily moved to Eldorado, Kansas . As a lad he 
served a newspaper apprent iceship w ith the late William 
Allen White on t he Eldorado Republ ican under t he ownership 
of Benton Murdock. He edited the Leon (~ansas) Indica tor 
a par t of' one summer while the owner was on a vacation , 
but after inser ting one hot democratic edi torial in the 
Indicator, a r epublican paper, he was f ired before the 
owner retur ned from his vacation. 

He obtai ned his education in the Kansas common and Teach­
ers' ·School s and his newspaper work . After teachi ng school 
in Kansas four year s and doi ng neovspaper work on the si de, 
he r eturned to I ndiana wher e he w orked on newspapers at 
Pe ru end Wabash. At the l atter place he edi ted and managed 
the Times and indulged his taste for politi cs . He pi cked 
a choice Yleb~sh girl for his r:lfe and settled down to domes­
tic life . He served his party e s precinct commi tteeman, coun­
t y Chairman and delega te to numerous State and Na tional con­
vention s . 

He has never hel d el ective public office as he has always 
l ived i n a repub l ican nei ghbprhood .• The near est approach 
to this kind of service was es prest dent of the Wabash Ci ty 
School Board for ni ne years w hen he slipped in while the 
r epublicans .:ere not wntching. He conti nues to live 1n Wabash 
in WtJbash county on the Ylnbash river on the Vieba sh r ailroad 
and on Nor th Wabash str eet .. 

Be i• a member of the Uethod i st church, the Kiwani • Cl ub , 
Masons , Knights of Pythias end Elks lodges end var i ous civic 
end community bodies. He comes from a writing familv , ha ving 
had three f irs t Ct"''lsi n s i n t he new~pe.per businesn in Indi&no, 
and , on his motherls side, he ls remotel y related to the 
la t e Geor ge Barr McCutcheon •nd the eminent CArtoonist, J ohn 
T . ~cCutcheon . On his father ' s si de he cl&ias relati onshi p to 
Meredith Ni chols on, but Nichol ~on , 1Yhose mother WI'S a Meredi th, 
stoutly refuses to admit t he allegati on. 

His book is the most i llumi nating defense of ou r two-party 
political system ever written . It is strictly non-p• r tisa n 
&nd i s ~ustained by a spitit of optimism and s oontoneit y of 
expression that are refr eshing and fascinati ng . He tells in 
a dynami c "ay the things every vo t er should know . 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
WA SHINGTON 

April 12, 1945 

My dear »rs. ll.erriam: 

ll.rs. Roosevelt understands your de-

llire to go to your husband, but regrets she 

cannot tui.ke requests of the arm,y. Whether or 

not the men will rec:ei w furloughs when the 

European War is over must be decided by the 

army according to the exegencies of the s er-

vice. 

Very sincerely yours, 

lolra. Alvan Merriam 
Box242 
Geneva 
Ohio 

~<( (', _,.._. _ (Y. :¥.~ 
Secretary to 
Mrs. Roosevelt 



~H IT£' HOUSE 

Mra. .U .,.,n tlerr iam 

Box 242 

a,,. .. 

Ohio 

...-n,.._,..,.. .. ~ ......... , .............. __,.,.. 



April 12, l~S 

My dear lir1. Werriaa: 

Alra. &oaew:lt UDdtr1t.and1 your c»­
ai.re to fiP to 7our bulband, l>ut rearet.e 1M 

cannot uke reqwusta ot tbe ar~~r. 'lt.tblr or 

not the men wlll nod w turlo\liba 11ben tbe 

E-uropean iar is ov~ :nwst be decided by tot. 

arm,y according to the uepnciea ot U. a'" r-

iery aincerel,y ,youro, 

llra • .Uwn Werria 
Box242 
Oeneva 
Ohio 

Secretary to 
~ra. !loot* w:lt 
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