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My dear Mrs. Rocsevelt:

Enowing of your keen interest in and endorsement of eny
meritorious effort nede in behalf of our boys in the
ermed services, I sm celling your ettention to an appeal
to Americen womenhood, with the thought that you might
care to meke some mention of the plan in your most
interesting end widely reed column, "My Dey".

The stteched news relesse gives you the complete story.

"PROGRAM NOLES",

the publication referred to in the

opening paragreph, is distributed monthly to 50,000
leeders of women's orgenizations throughout the United
Stetes. You will note that the initisl respondees to
the appeal were members of the Altrusa Club of New York
of which I understand you are a member.

Indicative of the response end enthusiesm which this
sppeel has aroused, ere the statements issued by leading
elub wouen end which sre incorporsted in the news release.

Ve here at the Nationel Industrisl Information Committee
ot the Netionsl Associetion of Manufacturers know tbat
eny mention you may meke of this plen in your column
would do much to insure the success of this appeal for

bloocd donetions.

With every good wish and with our sincere appreciation of
your interest, 1 am

i

Edi "PROGRAM NOTES"

Mra. Franklin D. Hoosevelt

The White House

¥eshington, D. C.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE National Industrial Information Committes
of tha
Fational Associaticn of Manufacturers

14 West W9th Street
New York 20, New York

Valaentines "atralght from the heart" will carry tha St. Valsntine's Day
mesoage of American women to husbande, swesthsarta and brothers overseas, If a
suggestion made by Pegpy Eaton, editor of "FROGRAM NOTES" meets the mation-wide re-
sponse that has groetod announcemsnt of her suggestion here in New York.

Instead of lacy, frilly paper creations this tims, Miss Erton urgen that
all women pend a pint of bloed, "IF we do that", gha says, "ws'll be showing our
affaction in a real and life-saving way."

"Tradition-conaclous Amerlca hasn't lat the ugly businese of war bes the ax-
cuge to forget the little customs with big meaning,” declared Mims Eaton, "Rather,
we have given new depth and meaning to thepe customa. We mads last Christmas un-
forgettabla, Now we have the chance to make 5t. Valentine's Day more than a re-
minder of our love. We can prove it."

Thres mombers of Now York's Altrusa Club wers the firat Lo act on Miss Eaton's
suggeation - Mra. Amy mmm, Mrs., Fanny S, Sweeney, Mise Ruhs Linn., Thay
vislted the Blood Donor Center, 2 East 37th Street, and gave a pint of blood. They
plan to oncloss thelr Blood Donor Certificatss with their usual valentina to lat
loved onss know that this tims it cams "straight from the heart."

Commenting on Mise Eaton's 1dea, Miss Dorothy lLawla, Coordinator of Listensn
Activities, liatlonal Association of Broedcastors, stated, "This new conception of
St. Valentine's Day may change the course of holiday himtory. Parhaps Fetruary 14
will become the day set aside for everyona to give blood donations=in pesacetime as
wall as war, I think there 185 considerable merit in that idea.”

Mrg. Harcld V. Milligan, presidesnt of the Fational Council of Women, sald,
"This appeal to the millions of woman who have loved ones abroad will, I am certain,
gpur them on to get out and give a real demonatration of what they fesl in their
hearts,"
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"A pint of blood has bean ths differsnce batween life and death for scme
wourded men,"” was the comment of Mre, Patrick Henry Adams, chalrman of the War
Service Dopartmant of tho General Federaticn of Womsn's Clubs, "and the news of
these Valantine donations will be morals-building for all cur boye cver thers,”

"Tha trusst expresalon of real devotlon we can give = our own blood,” said
Mra, Halena B. Pouch, Honorary Preasidasnt General, Natlonal Soclety, Daughtars of
tha Amsrican Ravolution, "whather it le sent as a valentine now, or as an unsolioited
donation later, we can make no groatar gift to those who are giving so much,”

Mro, Sara Sparke, president of the Businesn & Professional Women's Clube of
law York State said, "Pegoy Eaton is to be commendsed on har euggestion for sending
a wartims valentine. Yes, it ls a grim thought in a way - oending a bottle of plasmn
ovargans s a wvelentine, That is why I like 1t., I think:it is tims we got to
fealing grim snough to give the kind of message that can do the moat uwﬁ."

"A worderful idea,"” said Mre. Charles E. Heming, president of the liew York
State League of Women Votera, "I wish I had thought of it first. It 18 such a
practical way of celebrating Valentine's Day. I cortainly recommend that everybody
who can poositly de oo participata.”

"Wa with henlthy, etrong hearts can do so much for thooe with crushed and
woundsd hearts., It's a hearibreaking St. Valentinse'e Day for eo many millions this
yoar., I conmratulate all women who want to share their atrength, their blood with
those who need it to carry on a greatsr fipht for freedom and pence,” uid_. Kra.
Harcld Bwrdstt, vice préscldont of the American leglon Auxiliary, Department of
Hew York.

Mra, Berpard F. Gimbsl, Vice Prosident and Hatiomal Chairman of Public Ra-
lationn, American Women's Voluntary Dervices, Inc: - "lio valentine could pcaalbly
mpaan as much to a boy covorsoas a8 a pint of blocd. Lat the millicna of mothers,
wives and sweathearts eat aside February 14th me the day for this spscial gift to
thelr men in uniform",

The wartims-valantine sugpestion appears in ths February lesus of "PROGRAM
NCTES", a publication edlited by Perry Eaton and circulated to 50,000 leadsrs of
wvomen's orfanizations by the Home and Industry Committes of the Natlonel Asscoiation

of Manufacturera,
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