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Dear )Ira. BooaaTelt: 
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£.prU l O,lMIS. 

Ya need ~o~ help. l wonder i t ~ou oould apara 
ua a llttla ttaa. 

£. raoant applloaat tor a alariaal poa1t1on 1R 
our ot'tloa, a Csaohoalonkl&D azpraaaad aurpriaa at our 
not having k1ndartartau 111 ah ot our .aohoob. 81la A14 
k1ndargartana ware a racular part ot the aduaational ·~•t .. 
in her oountry. 

~d raoantly we oontaatad a rapraaantat1Ta or 
the Ruuian sonnm.nt &Dd laarna4 that they had ~~tar~ 2,ooo,ooo children enrolled 1R their klndar_.rtau la•t 
year. 

Bow, the lataat tlsur•• •• haTe raoe1n4 tr~ 
our Ott1oe or Bduoation at Yaah1Dct0n1 _were tor 11•1 whan 
there ware olllJ' 1126 ,000 oh114l'en enrolled in eur ll:illl.er., 
sartau. '-. 
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Woul4 JOU be willlq, lira. BooaonU, to vUe 

to tho Proai4ent of General ,.4oration ot w ... n'• Olaba, 

Kra. Laroll Dlok1Daon, 1~ •· Stroot •·•·• Waablnstoa, D.o., 
ab4 tbe Proaitont ot ~b• BatioD&l Consr••• ot Parent• ant 
Teaohera1 lira. Will1 .. A. Baatlqa, lhl Bolliahr AnDue, 

Kad~aon a, Wiaoonain, tor tbo purpoao of 1Doit1Dc tb .. ~ 

por ... ae the looal groupa of their organization• to put forth 
an earneat effort to aeouro tbo oatabliahaent of k1D4orcartona 

in their own public aohoola thia tall' 

I•a aure Jou ' tool, •• we do, that our ohil4reD 

will nee4 wiae gu14enoe in the reara betore them in order to 
deal 1DtelligentlJ w1tb the probl ... they will haTe to encounter • 

lloat aU.erelr Jour•, 

.. OJ...,., - , - . :!xeoutiTe Secretary. 

BL/rlc. . •. 
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Children's War Tax 
FIM~n~ }ue Oe:~'"'• Efliuw. 

NtJJiotutl Ki~tfhr1•rten AuocNdon 

w ouLO you agree thet we ~ INIU 
the children'• war teJ a lifelonc) -

ment? Certainly dernocreey i1 e way of life 
well worth anything it eosh. Men are· givin9 
their all to protect it, women ere bravely auf. 
fering deep lou to pr ... rve it , ..c:rific:.s ere 
welcomed end even the c:old coin of the tax 
money .. em& to eome to life a& the ta~~pt~yer 
warm& to the thought that it i1 • c:ontribuhon 
toward democ:t.ey'• victory. Shouldn't the 
children, too, pay 1 

Thi1 i1 • total war. It requir .. the effort 
of all of u1 end aU of our effort. We cannot 
&pare time or money now for anything that 
dofl not help to win the war. However, let 
u1 not forget the+ winning the war indud .. 
winning the peec:a end keepin& t~ petUJ& 
The three mu1t not be .. pareted in our 
thought. The fint i1 u .. leu without the other&. 
While we ere engaged in war we mu&t pre­
pare for peace. Surely the world h .. lllff.red 
&ufr.cient torments due to unprepared-

Suppo•e that after we heve won the war 
the treaty thot decide& the peace i1 INide •• 
perfect as i• humanly pouible. That is bY. no 
means ell that has to be done; it i1 hardly • 
beginning. Be•ide• winning the war end win­
ning the peace we mud· keep the petMJe­
keep the principl.. for which we er• now 
fighting condantly operating---a& fer •• it is 
pouil:le for our tountry to do so. 
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This will be really more difficult t han carry­

ing on physical warfare. It won't cost so ~uch 
in life and property but it will be harder to 
achieve. The further we pass into a forget­
ful ness of today's tragedies the more will the 
difficulties multiply. The very little boys and 
girls who are with us now-many of them sons 
and daughters of t hose who are struggling 
in t he present crises-must meet those diffi­
culties. If t hey fail this struggle will have been 
in vain. They will need preparation to '1.-eep 
the peace, quite as much as we needed 
preparation in order to win it- but different 
preparation. 

Little children come into this world unable 
to understand and take advantage of its 
many opportunities, unable to deal intelli­
gently with t he problems that will confront 
them and quite ignorant of the contribution, 
which, if they are properly taught, it will be 
within their power to make. Planned educa­
t ion is designed to unfold to the individual 
in a normal, logical way, the possibilities thet 
lie before him and the very best way for him 
t o take advantage of them. 

The impreu ions gained during the early 
years, particularly those from four to six, ere 
especially tenacious. At that age the normal 
child is physiceHy very active, mentally alert, 
emotionally sensitive and, as everyone knows, 
a veritable bundle of question mana. The 
habits and attitudes that he forms during 
th is period, are, many of them, of lifelong 
duration. 

It is for this reason that kindergarten ex­
periences are so valuable. A five-year-old 
should not be put into a first grade. This is 
not beca use he is mentaHy Onable to do fint 
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grade won, but because he is physicafty and 
emotionally unready and unfit for it, and be­
cause the background that the kindergarten 
activities will give him for all later school 
work, and for every other life situation In 
which he will find himself, will prove itself 
invaluable. The testimony to this fact is 
voluminous. 

Wherever there are a sufficient number of 
little children, there should be e kindergarten 
in the public school, and if there is none, one 
should be established now. It ia en important 
step in the preparation for keepin• ehe 
pencP. First steps must be taken first, end 
for children now five yean of age, this P'"" 
ent time is the only time when this first step 
can be taken. 

The American kindergarten is a little democ­
racy. There the child mingles with his peen 
freely, with just enough supervision to aid his 
development. He leems not the name but 
the meaning of liberty end learns it from 
experience. He soon 'nows that to deny it 
to others is to destroy it entirely. He th1nks 
end plena end constructs end allows othen 
to do the same, unmolested. He cooperates 
In group activities end learns to love fair play. 

To deprive boys end gms of kindergarten 
advantages because - haven't time to at­
tend to the metter, or because we think that 
the money is needed for other purposes, is 
taxing the children for this war el the rest 
of their lives. That's the Hitler way-taking 
advantage of helpleun-. Children, the same 
as adults, ere sufferi119 their share of depriva­
t ion now. And besides, it is asking them to 
"carry on", to keep the peace, without 
equipping them for the service. It is unfair 
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to the men and women the world over, who 
now suffer and die for the preservation. of ' 

democracy, for us to fan to educate our boys 
and girts so that they will be just as. strong 

to defend as these heroes, as intelligent in 
their planning, and as willing to sacrifice, for 

this harder task-to keep the peoce. 
This is a second plea for preparedness. Our 

youngest generation is faced with a future 
of difficult peacetime warfare. These children 

need us to help them forge .their weapons. 
They will need to be armed with confidence 
in God, with warm sympathy for all members 

of the human race and with a workable under­
standing of democracy. The nurserymen know 

well that the quality of all full-grown fruit 
depends largely on the care given to the 
young seedlings, and it has been commonly 
known and often warned that the attitudes 

of a town's voters and the members of Con­
gress depend on their early childhood experi­

ences. To be specific and to refer to the 
future, the attitudes of the men and women 
on whom will rest the responsibility for keep­

ing the peoce will depend, to a breath-taking 
degree, on whether or not we make that 

small extra sacrifice needed for providing 
kindergartens--now. 

Advice and leaflets on kindergarten values 

may be obtained free from 

National Kindergarten Association 

8 West Fortieth Street, New York 18 
J4 
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