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HEADQUARTERS, 113TH CAVALRY (MECZ.)
CFFICE OF THE EHAPLAI
aro 758, fon, u“‘i-rk.n
1 ) LI'
| \. k Beptember 1945

Mras. Eleanor Reossvaelt | f3t
Hyde Park, Bew York .

Dear Mre: Ressavelt:

My beart was saddeped by your attack en Padstor Martin Niemosller
in your columm, "My Diy", of August 8, 1945, It wans & surpriss to me
that yeu, whose Syes aré ududlly se oléar of préjudiss, wares this time =
80 blinded by it. ,l“; L,

Sl

On sevéral scoasions recently I havé had oppertunity te talk with i..' _,,"
Pastor Martin Niémoeller. A more husble Ohristisn man one will bardly v L
find+ He dnd 1 disagres on seversl subjests, such as; separation of oy
Ohuroh and Btatd; but one cannot but be impresssd by his sincers leve Ft" [ I
of Jesus Ohrist: Let that mever be doubted. ﬂ-

i L
[1' ", l’:hr

In your celusn you quoted oné of Pastor Niemcsller's statemsnis _,l1 K- P |
to the effést, 'The German people like 4o be governed, not to mingle inm W P e
politions etes #10.%1  If you do not Agres with that statment yeu /"G [ f
simply de not knew thé German peopls todays A more true statement of h,‘. I’
the German attituds tedsy could hardly b# worded. I have shown thé »
statemdnt to Aoy mmber of my fellew officers (And we hawve been in A
Germany sindé Baptember of last yedr, long énough to mow & little sbout I
the Germdn people) and théy agree that 1t is abeolutly trus: I have ot
shewn the statémént t4 & musber of my Dutoh frisods (who lived under the :
Germen ruls of thair dountry, and who, by the way, hate with oonsuming Jl" i
passion Anyhbing that 18 Gersan) and even they agres that the statement r b0 !
is abeelutly true. How oftén Germans have said to me when I mooussd thed \lh’ )
of alloving Hitler to come to power, "wWell, we must have & leadsr". X
Whether Fastor Nismobller 's statement sounds like Hitler or not, the {8 ¢! |
statement 1# #till truss Bhould one refrain from speaking the truth~ gt e
Simply becausd 1% sounds liks Hitlert

st

L
Té dnéwdr the opinions expressed in your mrtisle whisch I think do BT
Pastor Nlemodller gréht injustios, I am #noclosing & copy of an interview ) k { L
which 1 had with him & few days ago. One or two of @y questions were s b
prompted by your artiols. ! iy ’

: T
It 48 & rulé in cur oountry that & men is not condemned nithautwplﬁ' n j
first belog givén & hearing. I feel that you have condemned and done mnih RS “,F-.'f: "
hurt to the name of & gréat Obristian without first giving him & hearing. VS -
, _L;f H_J e
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AN INTERVIEW WITH PASTOR MARTIN NIEMOELLER

Fraokfurt on Maln, Germany by Craplain Bem L. Rose
September 3, 1943

ls kxsgtly what was the scousatlon that the Namis had sgalnst you?

4« The liasisy and Hitler himeelf sspecially, were snraged that I dared to
elaim a publis influemee of the Chureh and Christlanlty upen the Cermmn people.
I know that Hitler's wrath sgainet my person dated from Jaruary 25, 1954
when I had the last word im o gonference, held at Hitler's s betwsen
Hitler and about J0 Chureh Leaders: I told him then, after a fierce e,
"we shall not ccuse to take care for the whole of our pesple, snd no one, not
even you yourself, is able to tske thet responsibility from usl®,

2. Exactly vhat did you say thet msds them imprison yout

. As Thers wore many things, snd the dooument of indietment contained sbout
0 pages with sltations of sermons, sddresses and letters. Besldes Hitler,
several of his solleagies such s Rosenberg, Gosbbels, Kerrl, and Ley, felt
themselves sttagked. [ think the real and last reason was the memorandum
of the end of » signed by the Jounsil of Erethren of the Comfessional
Ohurch, which delt with s rumber of grisvanses, ineluding senesntration camps,
sducation of the youth, persecution of the Jews, etes From them on Hitler
kmew thst the Confessional Church would not ceass from ite semplainte nor
glve in.

5+ Theo the Confessional Chursh did spesk out ageinst consentrstions camps,
pereecution of the Jews; etos?

As Tos, it spoke againet them to Hitler himself in no unsertein terms.
bi oo exactly whot points did you epenly eppose the Namlsl

A« The best thing to do to have the full snewer to this would be to read the
bill of indigtment. 1 spolks of the forgeries in the ghursh elegtions, of the
liss of the Goebbels propogends, of the plan for the destrustion of the
Ghurches snd of the Christlsn way of life, of the persesution of the Jews,
of the edugstion of party-sssbers and leaders to enmity agalnst the Bible
and the Christisn faith, and I showed by my sermons how these things must
land to the ruln of our whole mation and peoples There is s volume of my
z‘-u- published in the United States, entitled "Gestape Defisd”, whieh will

& rather good impression of my presshing in 1936=57.

j?wuduuuntwﬂmhhﬂllﬂt

As be didn't darel e wvas afreid of the peopls, for he lmew it
An

arouss 100 mush publie ressntment. That wae st firet. the war went om,
I'tnink Hitler just forget about me. I was the personal of Hitler
snd becsuse of this no one could do sny harm to me apealal orders from

!l "Funrer®,



. q'!.'l.::_‘

64 Ldd you ever regret your stand!
As N0y not for one moment through sll the eight yearss

7+ what passages of Seripture, or what part of your Chrietlian faith meant
the most to you while you were in prisenm?

A+ [ba Eplstle to the Fhilipplans, the prophet Jeremish, and the hymms of
Faul Oerhardt, besides many prayers of the Aoman Breviariume

8. wherein do you feel that your faith was changed by your eight yeers of prisom?

As My fuith wes not changed at allj but what begame very clear to =e was
the feet that faith snd love spring from the same well, snd thet a weakness
of faith corresponds to o weskness of love. Ancther pereepilon wes the
matehless power of faith whish proves itself in the most déshearteming
situstions - "If God be for us, who can be against ust",

¢, when was your falth put to the seversst test?

A« When @ young So-man, who was sentensed to desth for hemosexuslity,
came to me msking to confess and to be given the Lord's Supper im secreay.
It was them thet I felt the dismal sbyss inte which husanity had fallem.
It wae the lowest tide of my soulj I slmost had the feeling that all was lost.
I gave the young men the Lord's Supper, which was my firet professional
duty after nearly seven yesrs of lmprisonment.

104 is it trus that some of the high ronking hasis wers Christlans?
As It im not true. I know of no high renking hasl who was & Christian.

1l. while you were in the consentration osmp did you offer your services
to the German savyl

As Tony | offered oy services to the German lavys
12+ will you give your reasoms for this of fer?

As It wap sortainly not for the reasen that I
war for him, and most assuredly not with amy idea
myself with the sasiss 1 was thinking only of =y lo s
At thet time | saw three possibilities shead for Germany)
which would be bitter for Germany, 2. total viatery for
would be even bitterer for Germany, snd J. to Cight
the hasle might be thrown out of government
It was on the latter that 1 ploned my
I hed good hopes that it might, I 44
toc be free in order that I might de
1 was also moved to this offer by
drafted inte the Army and I felt
of his sons .
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15+ Udd you say to Usie reporters when you wers freed, "Do not dare say that
diemoellar is liberated"?

A+ Hoy 1 bad no reasen to say that and pever did.



lhy Are the Lerman pecple responsible for the war snd lasism?

Mmrﬂinmlnhhﬂﬂlr-ﬁi::“ﬂlﬂﬁ:ﬂuﬂh
come Lo power with party. In genersl thay not wish war

(and for this resson the war was begun without smy enmthusissm) but the
netion was too worn out to oppose with strength. It may be added thet

the Confesslonal Churoh held serviees praylng for to the

of hostilities and thet ministers were put inte jeil for doing (N
I.'I.-yhl-ummuuﬁﬂmﬁriulnﬁln-wtﬂhﬁl

of the Gestepo, "shy did the Church during this war never pray for vietery?".

15« Cam it then be sald that the Chureh in Gerssny did not pray for Vistery?

As Maturally there were individusl pastors who must have dene so, but
gamarully it may be sald thet the Confessional Church did not pray for
vietory. «hen I heard this I was proud of the Chureh for I knew it had
wade o stand.

L6+ Should the Gersan pecpls be punished in any way for the wary

A« The jerman people have been punisned already by God) its young people,
and the old ones as well, have disd st the front and st home) Lts gities
and towns hove been destroyed with all their contentsj the psople are
starving, how mugh so the next winter will showj snd the hopes and ideals
of the wiole matlon heve been shattered.

17+ vhat then of Uocring snd the other war erizminals?

#s By all meuns Goering snd the other war orlmloels sust be punished.
If you do not do it, the Jerman people will,

18, should tie world just say %o Germsny, "we forgive you", und then start agsint
Are not punitive and sorrective mseasures necessary?

as "The world" will not be able to say, ".e forgiwe you", but the
christlans lo the world should say so, and they should just start snew #ith
uss cunitive messures against the nstion will not helps The Christian
people of Germeny spd meny who begln once more to believe in Cod know tha
man ean sl them more than Jod has done. The others would only be ma
Lo say, "liltler wae not the worst, after all". 5o they would turn te
radiosliem and underground propogends of all kinde. But ecrrective messures
ere negessary end wholescme, beglnning with & new way of youlh education
and & slow re—edussation te publie responsibilitys 1 thlnk the way in this
direstion will be open.

-

1§s hat io the remedy for Germany's "Jilitariss’t (an she be cured of 1t1 How!

A+ 1 think thet Germeny Lie cured of it for many years to gcome. The rest
@ust be done by Uhrletisn edusation im famlly snd sehocly and by Christian
presching from tne pulpit and over the redle, eta.

. 1s the turen sufficlently strong in leadership and influsnes to beceme
a resl fagtor in the reconstrustion of Germany?

As Thet question is not to be snewsred yets I hope thet the influence
of the Jhureh will incresse rapldly, and it will if she
%o go the right way, thet is, if the leadership of the Churech follow the way



of the Qonfessionsl Cnurch in telling the people the truth concerning

ite guilt as well ae its hope., A beglnning has been made in the Chureh
Qonference et [reysa last week, where all Churches of have pledged
themselves to follow the rules of the declaration of Barmen (the Magme
Oarta of the Confessional Chureh of 1954).

2l. In what wey can the American Uhurghes help you?

Ae ihere will be nc help in inner Church affeire, ae the Chureh in
Germany must find and go ite way slone. But the Clurches in Ameriea could
help by supporting those works of the German Churches which are meant to
help the people and the congregetions with food for next winter, if it is
not yet too late to do so. Most needed is food snd medicine.

22. Uo you think the influence of the Chursh in post—war Uermany will
differ at all frem the influence of the Chureh in pre=vwar Jormany?

he Yo8, the Church has learned Ly now that she holds a responsibility
for public life, & responsibility which she hee not seen before. It wae
due to this blindness (beside other ressons) thet the Chursh did not
speak as loudly snd as clearly as she should have dones For the Church
saw very well to what end [itler was lesding the Lerman nation, but
she remained silent becasuse she thought that it wae not her job for
her duty to medale with politiecs, whioh certainly was an erreor and a
disastrous one. 1 believe this will never happen agaln.

22+ «nat are your personal plans for the future?

he A8 8 olergyman my first thought after coming home has been to
see thet I should get a new Church job. At Treysa | was clected second
Chairmen of the Lvengelical Church of Germeny, which comprises all
Frotestant Jhurehes with very few exceptions. 3Zut I have not yet found
a.real and lesting office in & congregstion, so I do not knowe

24. are you and Ure Karl serth in complete a reement?
Ae Two theologians are seldom, if ever, in "complete agreeme:t", but

baslcally snd gemerslly | sz in agreement with Dr. Barths (e 18 & very
pod personal friend of mines



240 WEST ELEVENTH BTREET
NEW YORK 14, NEW YORK

October 1, 1945

Learest Mrs. Hoosevelt @

I am returning Capt. Hose's letter and the report of his
interview with Pastor Niemceller. Your letter, it seems to me,
angwers his questions though I am not sure he will understand after
having misunderstocd so completely your column. His interview proves
nothing as you did not question Pastor Niemoeller as a Christian
or even a Churchleader-- but only as a political leader, and there
is not 2 single sentence in Cept. Hose's interview which proves that
Pastor Niemoeller ies not & pan- GuT-n?;?t ﬁng qup not '??F 1 ﬂaft
peece for Germeny. I do think professional Christians are very

easily fooled.

My love to you,

M -
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