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lira. lblbeutou · .-n oa BH Oroaa 1fuo l'wl4 
1320 J81m•t street 
Ph1b4e1J*1• 7 
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AMI!: .. ICAN RI!D CROSS \tl~'~ 

WA9M INOT0N, D. C. ~~\!.'I 

6 .l.prU 1948 

Mt dear Mn. looa .. d\1 

l M ooD4J..Dc Tft 
'aDilor 11~\1 COYII' ._ 'la.DtOG1 

ba& Wlcla ... cha .. !or pr••­
oa\aUoa h rn. lr7 Mrs. b'bolut~. 
All&r 1caa ...._ cr o • • Va.r 7'l.ul4 , 
1330 V~\ 1\rtt\, Ph11&4olphia ?. 
PouqlT&Dla, 

M.re. Pr...aclta J>. 1-ooMnl\ 
!M Vhi\t ..... 
Wallhi:c'oa, !), C. 
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l ha•• lla4 a 10111 ulk wUia ... 111111 Dnrr wtao red• ••J"J ••b •••• ......... ._ 
tba a etu4J 1fhicb waa belli ••"• "'* a UR'l 
lftllt from the hundetloa Mel to h n•s.•• 
beMUse ~ put -. atopped. a. u, .a "'""• aa1r!:.,::uon ttW aaott•• alii ........ -oh aore •e •t111f• ~ 

I 1rDow1 Of OOVH1 "-' tbe .... t••• 
part ot the Pcn&ftldlon oan not tNt ~ 
to ba'f'e Aft7 Jur\pent on the tJP• of -~ tllat 
1• an4ertaken, ~t 1 baYe blal'4 tNa M'C..-a1 
eovoee thA\ the eolen,1t1e people ..; t 
bappy O'f'I'!P tbe WllJ tbe .,ftiJ N1M4 11 ..,.at 
aDd oone14erable ruaor 18 abOI&t Ulat the 
a4'f'1oe of Dr. P1ehb1ea h 1&1We1J ... tN11t. 
the me41oal pol1o1ee of the r•.,.Uoe. ftlli, · 
of oouree, would be nlftoae to &Ill PNCI'•••· 
h Wa .tnef I woal4 1ae ... , _. la~ ••'14 1n an7 latol'll&tloa wbloh , .. ••l•·llft 
•• beoauee I haft beea noh 41..-1* 
the ftl'1oae thl!WI wbloh haw beea te 
•1 atteat1oa 1n the ooaloee ot the p81' w 
wee1re • . 
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.r._ "• 1HIS 

I baYe bo\b of JOUr 1enen vbloh 
I reacl w1 th lahreat. I ba•• Jalowa hel'l• 
Draper fOI' a lOft! tlait t &114 7HJ'8 acct he 
u de rranJtUn oonu... 1ft aoU•e Ute. He 
••1 ~ wrong, wt he 11 a eoleaUet aa4 he 
do11n t thlnlt Dl'. R1Yen 11 oppoaecl to hla. 

I U! 80"'7 I oaa a~ 'beUeYe Ye., 
auoh 1n Dr. P111hbe1n. 

I aa enolol1ns a oop;r of •1 an .. 
wer to Dl'. Draper. 

VerJ a1no,re1J JOura, 

Mr. ». Baall o•conaor 
120 ~oadwar 
lew 'Xo11t, I. :t. 
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Ulllldlla ••a••• 
C'oOrgr of~ mill hpcllf 

OCI'AiitTMI NT 0 .. Joi&OIC:INl 

••o w&n 1ean. .,.,n 
Naw YOIIIX II, N. Y. ·, 1 "' (f 

June 20, 194S. 

You were a good eport indeed to r""pcad eo p...,.ptq to 
rq telagra.a &Dd to listen wi.th ncb UDderetaDcUng &Dd frleDdJ.T 
interest to rq notioaa about d1aeaae . I appreciate JOUr gracioumeee 
sincorel7. 

As the train talcea .,. back the ti>OIIght arises ae to wbJ 
i t seems so bard for O'Connor to s pend 1110D87 011 &D,.thing but the 
moat obvious and orthodox tn>a• of 1nnat1gatioa, bat tba el<1ll of 
the 11\lOeeutul eolleotor 1a not often ooabined wi.tb an equal art in 
spendine. Tho highest qualit1 .. of expert bUtAea- seam to be 
strangely helpless in tho face ot nature's llllfiWrios. lloreonl', 
the anoict triol and error 171te. which aan baa been f ol'ced to u.ee 
i n bia slow 1arduoUI and dotandned cliab l"l'oa the prlaenl ooll ia 
not acooptable to those wno O&Jl bu;r tblnga reacl;pade b7 a •tn..tical 
fonml.a. If rou could read tbo questiooa which the l'aundatioa l'equirea 
applieants to answel', rau would 111 this attitude at once. Intoraatioa 
abaut plan of l'Oae&l'ch and intl.Mta details of aethod al'e 1ns1atad UJ>Clll 
t o ouch a llinuta dagl'lo that tho soiontiet finds biaealt 1n a etratcllt­
jaoltot . Be cannot IIOVI qu1oltl7, to follow SOlie nn and unapeotad wb1a 
ot nature. 11an1 faloo trails &1'0 opened on tbe uplorel''a queat and 
tbor &l'l dioeouzoqing and coat17. The baoineoa aan 41allltea to face 
thea, besitotas to take a eb&nee wi.th the _e,. be baa n.iaad for tba 
pu..pose. Be io untuili&l' with the faot tba t nature io jealoua of bar 
aecrete. The llational Fcwdation, 111te ill ncb 1not1tutioao, ortill 
ban to le&l'n bow t o spad wi.th bigb oban.p on wbat _,. be a'•loet ca-. 
And ihen be prepared to do it &~~ain. •'!'be •t .. ling• for the b1olor1oa1 
probla ao nll u reaeon &ad ICi.,titio tn.1n1ng cl-...1 equal IIIIJIPOI't 
in biolocioo..L l'Oi e&l'cb. The ...,. ot tba liiBn.l biltorlan aboul.d be 
flexible and Wlt..-led1 but be lbnul4 b8Af'IJ>Cllllible tor bb ...,rtc, 
attar be bas been ginn a tree opport..Ut, to C&l'l'7 out b1a 1cl••· 
It be acbieno notbinc 1 tben be oboald not be rea.p!OJ*I, ancl the 
r ouadat1011's ooatribut1011 writtan ott •• oae ot tbe Wlprocluatin 
inToataonta . 

I .bopa that 7011 realill that .... t I ban bad to 11117 1e no\ \ 
i.ntaaded al Oritiai•, bat Ml'lq a1 nueatioa for a Obance 1n poiat 
ot vin. Again ...,. tbali:1 . 



Dear 'Doo' 1 

I ha•P Just reoe1•e4 another le,tel' 
trom Dr. ~eorse ~per who 1e •••1 auoh 
troubled 'beoause he teeb t hat 1 t . 11 beoau11e 
of h1• be1ns 1n•ol •e4 ae a ~ereon and th&' 
tbe reeear ob that ~ 11 ~o1nr oould fo on 
1e 1~ were donn b7 eo~ebo4J elee. .. 
enolnllln~ two para~aphe t t"Oa ~ t l i'Uer, 
aDcl llaoe I eent 7ot1 a llO'Pf ot tbe le,ter 
vh1ab I wrote h1a, 1ou do not need an7 
turther bftoltgroiUid. 

W111 you pleaee retura to •• 
tbe l etter from Dr. Draper whloh I aent 
JOUf 

Tery s1noerel7 youre, 



OIP'AftU U NT 0, MI.DIC INI 

c:ol .......... .... 
6Qegr of tJWIIId ... lllb 6Wit I I . 

••o WI8T 1..-n~ eTJ~•n 

N.W YNK ••• N.. Y. 

luly 3, 1945. 

Dear ~(U,..( ~ : -
Your- note n.ther- took ray breath a"'7. It bad no 

U.tention that wq pr-ojected, bat withheld, letter to the 
be sent t o lh· . O'Co!mor. 11,- obje':i~~et~& ; ou liM it 
up what I had reported to you at <f 11 f. (I'll.-'~ . 
Having written 1 t last P'ebru&J7, 1'o oriJ1« the retnaal o! 
grant, it expressed how my colleagues and .l bad been th,inJ~IC 
yonr. ncret.ary probabl:r OTerloolted tba fact that I requu 
be returned to ae and that 1 had enclosed a Hlt .... ddres 
purpose. I hope :rou can retrb.,. the letter f or .. aa.et 
much troubl e. 

--

/xour statement that "'!bey are apparenU:r against you, • as to abe• 
me. Yor who u I to block an ettort in aoientlfic research? I pai'Sonal]J> 
have nothing to do rlth the point at issue. The object of the rue&l"GGI 18 
to find out about the d1Cferent1al suaceptibllity of h~ be!QS• to polio 
virus 1nl"ection. Won't :rou pleaae 1ntona IIJ'. 0 1Cclmor about this, and asiiUre 
bia thet I u delir;hted to resign froa ta.ltiDc u:r part in the plan for 
research which 1 sent to the Youndation last ... lt . 

If in the j udpant of hill •edical adY1aars the plan which I sent 
is not biologically valid, wh;r there is an end o! 1 t. But pleaea tell ht. 
also t hat it eoae of ita ill'plications aa;r juetifT tllrther looJdnc into, I 
shall be on]J> too clad it the Foundation eelects other people to worll: at it 
or an;r IIOditication of it. lloreo.,.r, tell ht. that all the experience and 
data which we haY& collected here at tbe Conatitution Clinic are at hia 
disposal at an:r tt.e, without an:r etringa attached . Until :rou -t1011114 
tbat"the7" a.re ecainst .. , it neYer -ned to .. tbat I peraCD&l.]J> hat 
been obatructin& research in the ditferential wacept1bll1t;r of b- beiqa 
t o infantile paral;raia~ 

It baa been v~?,' coocl of :rou to help M in this •tter, and I 
appreciata :rour ~~ o!Tic ... 

GDahd 
par, II.D. ~ 

I 
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O 'CONNOR & fARISER 

eAeiL. Oc;OMNOft 

"0HH C. r'Afta i:JII 

.ltNOLO T. III.OC" 
"CHIIIV I'I , U'ltiON 

W+l.t.I A"' "· $N VDI:It 
-.CJoiNC"TN L.. 1'40,.P' Ioi AN 

CA"'L.I: . " OOHa 

COU N8C LO A8 AT LAW 

I 20 BRO'\OW"Y 

NEW YORK II, N. Y. 

I.CWI . 0 a~C:MeCft 

W.11s l.!al.vina C, Thompson, 
Val-Kill Cottage, 
Hyde Park, Dutchess County, 
New Yor k . 

Dear ~!iss Thompson: 

July 19, 1945. 

I haw delayed replying to your recent letter en­

()losing letter dated June 27, 1945 to !Jrs. Roosevelt from 
Exclusive Feature Co, , Inc . until I had an opportunity to care­

full¥ coasider your ques tion as t o whether there was any spe­
cial way to handle the o111tter. 

The difficulty in tl".fin8 to lay down any gemral 
rule to be followed in thes e cases arises out of the fact 
t hat the law does not a fford J:Uch p rotectio.n against the r&­

production of a person 1 s likeruuse. Such protection as 1\e do 

have is based upon the c onception of n right of privacy. 
'rhe l egal rt~medy is by way of injunctivn and damage l.here 
there has been an unlawful invasion of that right of p rivacy. 

The law, however, is v.ell settled - at lsst in Neor York bT 
statute and the cases - that such right of privacy is a 
purely personal one artd does not. eurvive death. Uoreover, 
in the President Is case because he was such an eminent. public 
per sonage it. is doubtf ul whether he waa protected by the doc­
trine of the right of privacy even during hie lifetime. 

There seel!lll t o be no e11cape from the conclusion 
that there is no way or preventing people from doing just 
what the Exclusive Feature Co . , Inc . is doing. The only al­
ternative seeme to be to r. r y to· diacou'Itge it as much aa 

possible. Thill i s especial}¥ t rue in the cue of the plaques 
of Exclusiv e F8llture Co. which you say are Qlit e bad. I am 

returning the letter in que!ltion lli.th the suggestion that you 
c onsider th e advisability of writing t:xclueive Feature Co . and 

f rank}¥ stating your opinion of their sculptural work of the 

late President and let it be kno111l U.t you are definitel;r 
oppo11ed to the project. In this •Y you can be sure that 
your letter will never be used as an endoreenBnt and it nay 

have the desired effect. 



( 

lliss Halvina c. Thompson #2 July 19, 1945. 

I have tried to discourage projects of this nature 
by pointing out that during his entire period of public life 
t he President uniformly turned down all proposals of a 
conunercial nature for the use of his name or likeness and 
indicating that it is nav the hope of the family and the 
executors of the estate that the President 1 s wishes in thia 
respect will be continued t o be r espected. 

If I am able t o find anything more helpful on the 
entire pr oblem I shall let you know. 

Sincerely yours, 

Encl~ 



O'CONNOR • ~AIWU 

COPY for 
Mrs . Franklin 0 . Rooaevele 

Roosevelt National ~ial eo..ittee 

Mr. Preeid.ct: 

81nee the -tina ot the BooaeYelt National 
~rial eo..ittH Yhioll vaa bel.d 1D Vaall1.natoo on 
September tUth, ..::t obliptiOIUI u Clla1zwm ot the 
Meriea.n aecl. Croee and Preeid.ent ot the Jl&tional 
Foundation tor Infantile Par&lyeia and of 0eo"'S1a 
llano Sprinae J'oun4&t1on, and ..::t dut1 .. u executor 
of the eetate of J'ranld1D D. Booanelt baye inoN&a~ 
to auob an extent tllat I feel reluctantly ~lled 
to real.sn trca the .AooaaYelt National "-'>rial c.-ittee 
as Taporary Oll&1x.n and as a -ber, wh1ell I nov do. 

I feel C>erta1n that I need not ea.y tllat no one 
could be 110re 1ntereeted 1n the creation of an appro­
priate ~rial to the late Preeid.ent tba.n I, and I 
ehould therefore llaye ec.e lal.agi"Yinaa 1D reeisnina trca 
the Rooenelt National ~al eo..ittee 1f I d1d not 
feel that 1n perfonling ..::t public aerncea aa Ob&ix.n 
of the .AMrioan a.d cro.. and Preaid.ct of tbe Bat1onal 
FoW>dation tor tnrantUe P&ralyah and of Oeo"'Sia VU. 
Springe J'oundation I vaa doiDS tile th1Dse tllat the late 
Preeident .Qooenel t '11811ted • to do and tbe tbtnae 1n 
vb1oh be vaa eo II:Hnly 1ntereated. 

The President 
Die White·­
VaaJUnston ~~ D. C. 

(816Md) 

Reepeotfull.y ;roure 1 

Bull O' Connor 

' 

-
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