


s THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

dprid 12, 1S

MISS THOMPSON:

Miss Paperte will telephone again in

the morning. She is very anxious for
Mrs. Roosevelt to give her and Mrs. Pihl
a few minmutes interview;

She also wants to know if Mrs. Roosevelt

made the inquiries about the music
program?

See correspondence attached.



M
&
&
&

r

Very sincerely yours,



RECEIVED
ARMY MEDICAL CENTER APR 7= 1345
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING GENERAL MRS, HELM
WassiwgTon 12.0.C e —— e ——

4 April 1945

Mre., J. M. Helm,
Becretary to M. Roossvelt,
The White House,

Washington, De Ce

Dear Mrs, Halmi

With reference to Mre. Roosevelt's desire for informatiom
regarding the music program at Walter Reed Oeneral Hospital, and es-
pecially the part that Miss Paperte's group has had in the past and
will have in the future in the program, it is perhaps advisable to re-
view the situation somewhat,

About one yeur ago Mrs, Lowrence Tibbett and Miss Frances
Paperte visited the Surgeon General's Office with reference to doing
some work at Walter Reed (eneral Hospital in the use of music as a
therapeutic agent, OCeneral Iull of the Surgeon Jeneral's Office re—
ferred them to me and we discussed the matter at some lsngth, Their

lack of space, equipment, persomnnel, funds, and time. A much modified
program was set up and certain records kept.

A six months' pericd was granted by the Surgeon General's
ﬂmummmnnlﬂimuhwgddﬁ




9. Jo M, Hela,

furnishing of high class music a8 a purely entertaimment or recreation-
al feature was locked upon with favor, and that Miss Paperte's group
might use the facilitdes, which we had furnished them for the above
mentiocned study, for the purpose of furnishing this type of

it was desired to do sos

" board also reccmmsnded that the study be discontinued, but that the
t

Since approximately the 1lst of December then, Miss Paperte
and musicel talent selected by her have been using the
mentioned facilities to furnish good music to those patients who cared
to come to listen to it, and have alsc given music leass
the patients, This activity was set up as & part of the reconditionm-
ing program, as are all forms of musical activities in Army hospitals,

There are, as you know, many other musical agents and activi-
ties working under the Reconditioning Service, Music is furnished
. through the Red Cross by various individuals and groups for the entar-
taimment of the patients, both those smbulant patients who cam go to
the Fed Cross or other recreation rooms, and for the wards set asids
for bed patients, We alsc have a very excellsnt band, many of the
members of which are excellent musiclans and who can be and are uwtilized
not only to furnish music, but to teach patients to play various instru=
ments, A small mumber of practice rooms are available and more are
planmed for, \

Most of the members of Miss Paperte's group have been volun—
teer workers as are all the others engaged in such work, except those
d Croas

tand has

by an Army officer, whose wife is or has been a professional musiclan,
If he should discontimue this monthly donation at any i
negassary to replece this musicien by either a member of the Fed Croass
organization or some volunteer who givea her his time

to the cause, It should be realiszed that thif group provided only one
of several places where patients could hear music during all the period
under discussion, It is intended to continue the entire

is presently set up under Kiss Paperte's direction if she cares to remain,
or under somecne else's, if she does not feel that she can give her time
for the purpose,

I hope this rather disconnected letter will give Mrs, Roose—
valt the date she desires, There is & great deal more detall which
might be gome into, but I have tried to be as brief as might be to
cover the essen facta, The reconditionming program in its entirety
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Sundsy whan these activities are limited, again if she cares to do 80,
would afford us pleasure,

A

¥aj Gen,




April 3, 1945

con
program, or whether you plan to keep the houss
and let the menm use it as a place for music
perhaps not in the way Miss Paperte's group

great deal of pleasure to a great many
& place available where they could get
she realizes you might have a feeling that it
should be a greater vari than this particular
group is offering. i

Maj. Gen. 8. U. Marietta
Walter Aeed Oeneral Hospital
Ammy Medical Center

Washingtom 12, 0. C.
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