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riTTWAN CO WWUN ITY CINTII 
L r. fttOIWAI. w• .. ..,, • .,. •• n --

April 4, 19411 

Hl'a. Franklin D. Roosevelt 
1600 Pennaylvania Avenue 
Washi ng t on, D. C. 

My dear Mre. Roosevelt: 

We were, or·oouree, greatly delighted to bave the opportunity 
t o meet you and to talk wl th you in the inror-.J. way that we dld 
a t the Executive Committee Meeting or the SoutherR Mountain Work­
era Council a t Montreat l aet aonth. I especially appreciated the 
opportunity to talk wtth you r or a raw alnutea about the need o t 
oany tboueanda ot our people who live in remote and iaolated rural 
neighborhoods, because I bave given my oroteeelonal career to an 
a ttempt in thia Smoky Mountain Community t o eolve thie dittioult 
problea of medical service. Mre. Thoaae and I are now in our 

' ni neteenth year here in what we apeak of aa 'medical miaaionary 
work'. In addi tion, three yaara ago the Miea1on Board ot our 
church lntruated me wi t h the admlnletrative reeponelbllity or 
t heir work in this mountain area. 

You were ao very cordial and euch a good l1etener aa I told 
you about my work that I very nearly praeumed to invite you to 
visit our particular mountain proJect, and wae even preeumptuoue 
enough to think o f the poeaibil1ty or invtting you to make a 
Commencement addreea 1n our little mountain acbool. But I real­
i~e, or oourae, tha t you are an exceedlngly buay peraon and that 
you have many d ... nda, and more iaportant onea, on your t1ae. 

I thought, ae a matter of i nterest you might like to eee 
a copy of a Summary Intoraat1onal Statement that I made a abort 
t1me ago, and thla I am aend1ng with your letter. We greatly 
appreciate your interest in theee eplendid people or pure Aaertcan 
stock who live in tbeae eouthern aounta1na. 

Very einoerely youre, 

~~~ 
RFT/ma 
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Illfor.aUonal at••••-' - ft Ul .... Pluo ftl' .. ,_...,. 

ftao -'OPJ ot tile ortrta ot PUaan oa "''' o.,_. poo 'IIMII • ...... 
•ordoft and o&ll. 'o proaob of a •uaula 'llo7 -. •• ..... la u "' et 
Ulo- wa, ftolp'llortloo4 ot Ulo Oft•' ... IIJ' Moutalao. Aa Ut• _.. aee I 
h' prueber wbo w '"0 rro•• rlrt of ~. Qlo ........... , .... -
hlko4 Ul4 Pl'&7e4 wlUl tblo •uatala bo7 la a oteep -ftoll _. ... · 
okr~ .Johft a. BuftloU on a ....-PIIalllo ..,.. .. of e.-nee to a. -­'•lD pooplo. 

lhiD Ulo 0onhii&J'7 O'biii"''&DIII lUI lft 18111 tbOI'I W&l a ..... , liiPOWI 
w a111loftl ot tile lloUiodln Obuell .,..,. .... Alii.._, Wti •• 
Dr. Buftlou, wbo all thi'Dup blo nato.., u. •• .... lall7 a ......... 
ln wol['k tor b1o on people, allied to M .. , aolC. fW tide ,.....,.... 
work. In 1121, tho tlro' lllall4l• -. -tel at "n.u Ou._.. ftlo 
wao tho pro11n' b1p .-..1 '11111141•· !tuM• tlao,.... Dr • ._" 
W booft ablo to lnUldo wol'k ln abe•' a leaoa •• .... -W• •tP­
'IIol'tlooh lft OllhGoh, Ollui'IU!~. u4 II •d tJ ·-·- 'lldll Ill -· .... 
lnhD4on' ot tho !o•thol'll 111Pioaa41 DtYlolon of ... ....,. of ._ a1o-
olo .. and Obul'tlh b:'oa.ton o f' tbl ••~•' Jl!p1Uifll C.wlla. Of .... 
ooa,oro tho OllhGoh ln ••' \aot&lleoo ba'l'o tto• t*u ..W _. •• ,...,_11 
oduoaUonal auWioPl \too aDd "'- lh•reheo ba'l'o boon .... lato .._.t .. 
~~ Oft Ol i'OU1h. / -

IYol'flhoro \ha' We worll •• .~ ... IJlaa la CIR 1'111 •• • 11'1'~ 
tho pro.,._ '• ft' tho n ... o of tbe IJOOIJll la tiM 1 1t7 ••••• ••· 
In -• plMoo • obureb ... onablllh .. wl til oreotal wl'llor. In otllll'o 
a OllhGol wao oiarh4. In •• a _wd,J outer, 1•1 .. 1• YaPl"l 'JPO• ot wl'k INib ao rellrtouo, oduoatloaal, M4 IOilal aal _ _., 
woltare, ... 'bu\U. 

Ot' \bo .'l'aPlOIII PPOJM'I "' .... Ooa,or 'IIIII- tiM ldl .... laa- aal 
bao 0011UIIuo4 '111 aow 1n lh 'I'Q\14 a\nlni'J' to •• ..... of tlao IJOOIJll 
tn l'• aPOa. 

~~· \bo ~dial a .... ,. ot .. otoi'J' -· ,.11 .u .. , "' .... a ..... 
-• .. an,. B~~n41'Mo of -tatn M71 IRI rll'lo IIMil 1MeR rl,_ 8 •• 
t1011al opponual'J-. otb~oo -.11 hll'l'o-.. -· -.... ••W• 
llotpbol'hooh hl'l'l Mon tolllllel la 'I'..U.o lllelJIIhl WRWI• bo1'l ... 
1110• da orpalao4 lhliNIIoo oa ao "''- a.ter OlNaU, .. llatla of 
.. lob -· J .. , nartol .......... ,... .... ... .. ._ ...... ., ..... . 
.. ,. 'boon aacto to .. u ... •• a mee' ---l• II'-"•· A ..... •• 

• oe\ablhbo4, oallo4 tile lulwlU otoN, ....... •Y 111081 liiKII 
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uil ••• u .... .-u .. ...,... 111M-..-"'~·~·~~~ 
efiio1N11ae u4 otbar lftllpa. Yuotaaa ... Jan• _. •• ru., ,.. .. M4 
DIIPHPJ pro'f14e4 110ft flip •..Wa- M4 ... IM1 ..... a• ]a 
aUuaUoa. RM41oP&na 'b7 Ula •- .,.. _ ........ tile Jlal lh 
aold. Yarto,.. •"•Ph "" _.. w autab tala -tal Uta. ••• 
ooPit wu clone 'b7 \nd\Y\dual wrtlara, a aurae, tbaa a eoewr ... •PH, 
eto. 

Tbe pra .. nt procr- h aada up of all ,.,. .. Yarlowa aoUYlUaaJ -tal 
and 1100 nooto welfAH, e4uoaUonal, haalUI, 11114 rallll•••· 

There h u bean ••'abllahad wiUiln Ula put \w 7MI'a aa eaoo._. .. 
nall procluoara' oooparaUYa - P1..-1a .... loNI'h. tn Ula tlrat 
rear o f Ua axlabnoa -'bare raoalYed fOP &Pttalaa Ul81__lulol .... aeu'17 
hOOO. Thera baa bean added to Ula loo4wil1 awra UDtllaP 4.,. ••• 
whloh h a c•naral awra la lhalf, u .. .,. ... w u "ltaa• .... ta 
t he oo•ulll '7· 'lhh etora baa 'bean UIPl'f'tnc. One - _, U lt •• 
onl7 etapll grooePlu bu' a Bl'bla or a po4 'booll ,.'bltahe4 'b7 OenM~tr 
Prau, or a poWI4 of ftalla, or a horae oollar. 'The f&ftl la llal ... ,..,.. 
ted oora profllabl7 Ulan eYer. 

Oow peu, oorn, Irlah potawaa, ewea\ po\awaat IIOH applaa, ... paaa 
beane tor \ he oann•PJ -- u. ... nra produo'• or tala f&ftl Wa ,_. 
lloot ot the pro4uota ware IIOld w oaraalYaa for ... ta tlla lol'tll ta17. 
Tbe ... raar7 \a 0011\l .. trw, Ulouib &''a Jdnl- of UPHaa fop la'baP 
baoauaa ot the 4\frlauUlao la MllliiC IIUPHPJ awall lll ...,. UH. le 
l uabortrw te belrw oarPled on 1n the toNo\ •' praM•'· tn Ula lt•' ,, 
ho yeara o•er $3000 were pal4 w Ula lltaolon Boud ,_ proaHcla of 
lulllbar troa aur -da. Clonald-atla flrawod baa 'beat~ ou' tor ,. .. la 
bulldl~WI a\ PU- Oan,ar. - \an bartl 11114 d ... abao,aa' will be 
tallan to the \anna!')' t I'd o next wi n•ar and aprt rw, 

In the tlald of acluoaUoa n AH oonUnutJW to a olllluo\ a ll11P .-.ol 
ahllllh la r..,Uarl7 aoore4Ue4. Our hliP oahool lrft4ua'u aro _,. .. 
rl thout quuUon 'b7 aahoola of ll11PaP acl-\laa in ~•••• 11114 alae­
where. •• ara oon\lnulJIC 'o oon4ao' u al-11\&J')' ...... 1. Ba' w baft 
not, • • a o1oolonaPJ tna\l\uUon, 'bean aauane4 witll lotac an oi'UM1'7 
achaoa\loaal Job. •• ha·u 'bean and AH "''"DC tha 1 plu•• lnw oWP ad• 
uoaUonal writ. Tba worll tha' n are .. ,,. tha\ h ln ,.,. oP41ftUT 
publla oellool oUJ'PlOUl• w are ,..,. .. to 4o U u adrMN1M1'7 ..,. 
•• are praud ot our aahoolo ant are cl .. w baYa o'b-aPa -•· ftlaa 
•• han ao\t?Uiu whloh are .,, t11aa4 la ... , pa'bllo aalloola. wa ba?a 
bad Rl-'! Olull1 Girl RaaaPYao, llo7 -uh1 4-11 Olaa, ant otllar adft­
aUJ'Ploular aoUYl \too wblah 'ba71 and pna 110' a nl7 anJo7 'llut r-
wbtoh •• bapa n11a obaPaatar will 'be· dnllllopa4. li'bla la .._., ao a 
oubJaat ln the hlflb aollool. llalllla .. ad•aUn MU'f't\lu ara Ml'ftad 
011 thrauflbou' tllo aolloola. An asoapUoa&117 nna llW.., and ._., 
paPlo4loal 11 hJ'a\UJ'e ot \he bU' ,,. - &?&ll&blO W OUP 1\u .. ate, 
lo7• in -&1 'ra1n1ac AH ,..,...., tlla uaa of wolo ln u aatual at..._ 
otoa auoh ao butlti"' a ahlollaa holoN "oar • ..,... llPla or tile .._. 
eoonooloo alauao are \aoalh' aaoUq 'b7 .. ,,. a PM1 Jo'll of pluld,.. aa1 
aoollhc ror tho .... u • ..,.. OIIP MNl Wl7 haa a ttaa p.Pden 11114 ablell•• 
ant aowo and pt•• · A ho' lunoh la aYallUla fOP all tile ,.plh ..-
... n. 

'lha hl&ltll writ h aon\tnulac atUI dN\aP aa1 •raa at wrtl la tiM uma ""IIlJA hoapl\111 ant ln the _ut.,. *•' 1100 ,.u.te are -
eMil 78111'. Mueb pPaYon\lYa wrtl -u-a u 111 tlla ,._.. ftlo eoetar 
h 'bol17 rl Ul all 'he' •nc-.o• tha •"•"" af a _.., ....... .... 



frllup ••1.1110 .. wol'll n U..o ola • ••• _. s iJo -..lit. ftllo 

IMP our olrol&l\ tuoo4 tor tile pr1 err•o oola17 , u lMI r or 
1110 OYOr \ho ,_ botoro. ... ronftll ..nt ... - ... ,. "' .. ,. .. 

\or with the aoelokll" of outolAo ,.. Oro la UINo of tllo -.-. 
\hh , • .,.. i:lsb\7-ho Jolno4 \ho ..,. lti oa ,..,. ... ot tat .. 

Ao •• look \o- \he tut.- n ··-· \o •• \hwo h lapol'taa\ wft ,.. 
Ptttaan Ce nter \o 4o. 

tn \he ooolal and --o nell web ....Sao \o t1o 4Dno. srt., Uto 
ln \he Mon\aillo noelo onrt.-.nt. OM or tile p•to-t nooAo ta .. 
IIOilfttall\0 h \hat fOP tlno and wbolo- .......... loo4 W8 .. , 
baa been done l n \bh t hU lboll14 be O'IJP'IMo4. A \08ebOP .._ h "11 
prepared 1n \he rtold or ,..,doal ................. u •• _, ..... . 
peat help ln IIOboolo and-""' uro. fllo• \hoPO .... ,. • •ro 
aet1.Ye O"'&Jll. tel eenn \leo, oueh ao ,_,, olo'llo, -· o .-,o; 
eto. 

"'• ra .. 1 toPOet, au•••P7t 1\oPW, a..s other 4.,..-onta or w8 ..,..,. 
· be oporaud oooooutll117 r- a tl_t., o\aMpota\ '1111\ Mt ~lF 
for \be purpo .. o r toaltlftl •nor· 'lho .. lbolllA all 'llo • -• or lllol,_ 
tnr people. !be tano obollld be a •-•ot .. \loll or ,..., oaa be .... oa 
llft7 MUn\aln tllftl , In OOMM\lon w1\h \lllO OWN aal •• ..., .. look 
torwar4 to \be to ..... Uon ot MPO ooopo .. \tYOO. Ao -· ao - -
power oondl \lone p-1 \ a ftoaUonal ._.a .. 1 \oro ........ obelll4 'llo 
uoliJ'e4 . SUob a haohor ooll14 be a roal II«J'loolhftl ldooto....,. 

A word obould be aald about tho plu now un4w oonota-uoa tor lilliE• 
lftl oul' toroo\ a 4-ao\Pa\lon f'oroo\. Aooo.,at .. \o tldo PlU w 
would ooopwa\e w1 \h t he nata F'orootPJ ler9too and 1:bO Wa\ .. obel ,.._ 
ho\lon DlYlelon or \he '1'. Y. A. roPWotwo ot tile .. two .. -too ll&ft 
alread)' Nde a nu•beP ot \rt po \o ov wo4o. 7b., oro pl&llld. .. \o orot .. 
our woodo. Af&er \ble boo boon dona u.., will rt•• ue a dotal1o4 re­
port and adY1a• ue on a oon\lnuoua uao plan. It euoh a plan lo oarrle4 
out a poreon ahould bo on oul' ot arr \o oupaPYtoe wo~ tn t he woode. 
Poe• l bl1 the • ooaU onal '"8'Ploul t ure teaaher oould do \blo. 

lo•• or tho rorut Pl'Oduo h would be uee4 here. LUIIbe'l' le ot\• needed 
tor- repatr-o. ?her-o 11 oont\nuoue noed t'D'I' tlrowood. 'fan lla~ and dead 
oheotnut wood oan bo ooa~ote4 ·at the tanne17 twen\J·tl•• •Uoo Aa7· 
'nloro h need to'l' \ he dnolop~~ont of a •all woodwo1"1<1 "'f lnduetPJ \o be 
oo-ordlnatod wlth ou~ manual tr-aln\ng. In thle oonnoo\lon \he teaabl"'f 
Of '000401\M\ng ohoul<l be &ddod t o \ho h\flh I Ohool OU1'MO U1 .... 

All the aboYO ohould be ttod tn wl t h our planning t o'l' tho 41Yolop•en\ 
o r aooneratt•es. To ou~ • •••era• oooperatt•• lhould be added oonaun.P1 1 

oooparatt••, orad\t unton, and o t her plana. 

In our eduoa ttonaJ. ""~" •• •uot plan t o do an ext'l'aordtnarll7 flOOd Job 
ln •l••ent•~T an<! ht~h eahoole. But ln addltlon we llhould enr\oh thee• 
<>rogrue l n wayo t hat oanno t be done \n \bo ordln&J'7 pabllo eohool. 
Agrtoulturo toaohor lo a .•auot• ln \blo \JPO o t rural o-nl\J• Ja 
addltton \o \he houeehold arto and -crloul\ure uouall7 \aupt w obollld 
t eaoh oo~taln hand\a'l'afta tn an a\\ .. pt \o l•pro•• .. un\aln eaonoal• 
ll to • WeaYt ns, aak1 "'f hooll:e~ l""«l, e\o. , fUI'IlUUPO l&&ltt "'f, and wod­
OorYlng ohould be lnaludod. lluelo \ • an l•poPtant oubj Mt \hat oboul8 
o ertatnl7 bo added to our ourrloul.... lo\toP 'I'OOPO&\lonal aotlYt\loo 
llhould be •ad• p&l't ot our oohool 11 to . loner oqulpoont ohou l e 'llo 
proY\dod tor Yhual eduoa\lon. A oound-IIOYlo proJoo\or w uld '1111 a WOII-

-~ 



tll'hl help. In &ll oUl" eduoaUonal pliO ... OUP puJ'POH ll M 4"elop 
Obftattan ohal'&otol' . Our Nltgtouo •4-Uon pro.,._ all UINIIIb ''­
~ol thould be oont1nuo4 an4 etl'an~Uiene4. 

Pvtul'o progl'aa l n the •tt<Jloal WOl'll ehould lnoluota plane tol' • ..,....._. 
otatt. Pootor a nd nul'N now ha•• .. ,.. Ulan they ,_ 4o. I n Ule ned 
taw yeare 1 t wtll be necaeeary to aeoUPe an a4dttlonal pbJatotan. An­
other nuree ehould alec be round. '!'be ppe .. nt hoepttal wUl "-• 
inadequate. I te looa t lon to WPOng beoauoe o t the ateep hlll ~loh .aat 
be climbed t o 1 t. A rn.aobal' o r looattono on t he ~un4e ape .. ,.. outt­
able. But ror the present a oon•onlent IIPlYewq lhoulll be buUt. One 
pooolblllty t o be do•eloped to oanltartWI ~are or tubePOuloua petlento. 

He on•lolon ext onol•e a o well ao lntenal•• de•elopaent. We auet ~o out 
tnto other aountaln nelghborhoode to P&nder needed oePYtoa. ~at haa 
been done at Shielde Mount ain tn the Brown Mare Rollo• ln the laat two 
yearo thould be 4one ln ot her plaoaa. '!'be worll a t !h1al4a Mountain be­
gtt.n w1 th a SUndlly School undal' eo• • oall tr .. • baoauae t here waa no houH 
avatlablo. No w the peopl e there ape plannln~ t o build a ohul'Oh. There 
aro other plaooo whloh llhould be raaohed l n thla n.:t• In aoae netp­
borhoodo a oll"to 11ay bo the neod at f'trat or the oxproued need •ar be 
tor l1 brary aoM loe or oo•ethiftll alae. At Oo eb7, tor alUIIIpla, oui" boar4 
o row yearo ago hlld two at aetonartea dotnc a goo4 pieoe o• worll. There 
to great need in that coaaunlty but Yery llttle belng done to •eet tt. 
!fa etlll own a cottage thel'e. I n SneedY\lle a ooneeorated perl.llh worller 
hae been helpt ng the paetor. Her work llhould be atren&thene4. 

In al l t hto planl>\ng tho ohuroh le at the oenter , that lo, lt t a the 
mlool onal'Y JIOtlYe whloh 1• baoll or all .. do . But all thaoa year• .. 
hno no edtrloe eet apart a o ohuroh or ohapel t or the WOPeh\p or Oo4 
here at Pttt11an O~nter. We ehould haYe ae aoon aa poeolble at the oen­
ter or our oaapuo a ohurch. I t would be approprtate to oall tt Burnett 
~emort al Chapel . 

Thu o wtll 1'1 ttman Com.,unl \y Cenhl' beo011e t n dae4 ancl ln truth foP our 
oo•munl ty the center or Ugh\ and help and oePYtoe ln all \he •• f'tel 4al 
soolally, tor ~tter recreation and entartalnaent; aoonoa1oall7, polftt­
lng the way to the eol ut lon or eo• • of' thaae •extns probl .. e; e4uoa­
ttonally, t eaohlng and llnrtohln& the 11••• or our people;- relt~ourol7 
and ootl'l tually, preaohl ng the Oo opel t n auoh an a ttraotlYe..., that 
people wUl bo won to the Ohrtat. 
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