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i PITTHMAN COMMUNITY CENTER
K F. THOMAS, M.D., SUPERINTENDENT |
o SEYIERYILLE, TEMMESSEE

April 4, 1945

Mre. Franklin D. Roosevelt
1800 Pennaylvania Avenue
Washington, D. C.

My dear Mrs. Roosevelt!

We were, of -course, greatly delighted to have the opportunity
to meet you and to talk with you in the informal way that we did
at the Executive Committee Meeting of the Southerm Mountaln Work-
ers Council at Montreat last month. I especlally appreciated the
opportunity to talk with you for a few minutes about the need of
many thousands of our people who live in remote and isclated rural
neighborhoods, because I have given my professional career to an
attempt in this Smoky Mountaln Community to solve this diffiocult
problem of medical service. Mrs. Thomas and I are now in our
nineteenth year here in what we speak of as 'medical missionary
work'. In addition, three years ago the Mission Board of our
church intrusted me with the administrative responsibility of
their work in this mountain area.

You were so very cordial and such a good listener as I told
you about my work that I very nearly presumed to invite you to
vislt our particular mountain project, and was even presumptuous
enocugh to think of the possibility of inviting you to make a
Commencement address in our little mountain school. But I real-
ize, of course, that you are an exceedingly busy person and that
you have many demands, and more important ones, on your time.

I thought, as a matter of interest you might like to see
a copy of a Summary Informational Statement that I made a short
time ago, and this I am sending with your letter. We greatly
appreclate your interest in these splendid people of pure American
stock who live in these southern mountainas.

Very sincerely yours,

RFT/ma




Informational Statement - With Some Plans for the Future

The story of the origin of Pittman Community Center goes back to the con-
version and call to preach of a mountain boy who wap born in an out of
the way neighborhood of the Oreat Smoky Mountains. An itinerant Method-
ist preacher who had the t gift of being able to reach boys and men
talked and prayed with s mountain boy in a steep cornfield and thus -
:t:rm J;hn 8. Burnett on a remarkable carser of service to the moun-
aln paople.

¥hen the Centenary observance came in 1919, there was a great impetus
to miselons of the Methodist Churech everywhere. And about this time

Dr. Burnett, who all through his ministry had been especially interssted
in work for his own people, asked to be gpet aslde for this partioular
work. In 1621, the first building was erected at Pittman Center. This
wag the present high sschool building. Through the years Dr. Burnett
had been able to initiate work in about a dozen or more mountain neigh-
borhoods 1n schools, churches, and community oenters while he was Super-
intendent of the Southern H ands Divisgion of the Board of Home Mig-
sieons and Church Extension of the Methodlst Episoopal Chureh. Of these
oenters the schools in most instances have been taken over by the publie
educational authorities and the churches have been made into regular
chargees on oirouits. i

Everywhere that thias work was started the plan in general was to develop
the program to it the needs of the pecple in the community concerned.
In some places & church was establighed with speoial worker., In others
a sthool was started. In some a community center, inoluding various

types of work suoh as religious, educational, and soolal sconomie
welfare, was bullt.
Of the various projects Pittman Center became the oute one and

has continued %11l now in 1ts varied ministry to the needs of the people
in 1ts area.

Beginning with an old frame cottage that was on the property when pur-
Ghased other bulldinge were added until now there are high school, el-
smentary school, home soonomics, manual lmm handierafts and store
buildings, hlﬂlm and health center, five houses, es and
gheds, -- all these on the campus. The land owned the Board o
Migsions haa alsc been inoreased from the o nal farm purchaged by Dr.
Burnett to approximately 1100 aores, nearly of which is exoeedingly
steep and rough and hence not better than the land of our mountain neigh-
bors. Only a very few aores of this land is even comparatively level and
;hnt E;:ﬁlﬁﬂl are classified as oropland, Nearly all of this land

8 woO :

But the physical aspects of the story cannot tell all that Pittman Center
has meant. Hundreds of mountain boys and girls have been given sduca-
%ional opportunity who otherwise would have had none. lamtlti
neighborhoods have been toushed in various helpful ways. are

w six o ized shurches on the Pittman Center Cireuit, the sixth of

ioh was just started about two years ago. From the beginning, efforts
Rave been made to relieve the diffiocult sconomie situation. A store was
eéstablished, called the Goodwill store, whers were sold second hand
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ng and ghoes in good condition whish had been sent by intarsasted
e and other groups. Various projeots such as farm, Torest and
nurgery provided work for mountain men and thus hel the economie
sltuation. Handlorafts by the women were encou and the prodwots
sold. VYarious attempts were made to snriech the soolal 1ifes. Health
w:rt was done by individual workers, a nurse, then a dootor and nurse,
sto,

The present program is made up of all these various sotivities! soolial
and sconomioc welfare, eduocational, health, and religlous.

There has been sstabli shed within the past two years an enoco I‘
small producers' cooperative -- Pinnacle Handierafts. In the firs
iur of 1ta exietenoe members received for artioles had made nearly
4000. There hag been added to the Goodwill store ancther department
which 1is & general store in itself, in responss to an svident need in
the community. This store has been thriving. One oan buy in 1% not
only staple groceriss but a Bible or a good wn:#mmm wm
Press, or a pound of nails, or a horse ocollar. farm 1a ng opera-
ted more profitably than esver.

Cow peas, corn, Irish potatoess, sweet potatoss, some Apples, and gresn
beana for the ocannery =- these were producots of the farm 'Ih.{l yoar,
Host of the products were sold to oursslves for use in the dormitory.
The nuraery ls continmuing, though at'a minimum of sxpenss for labor
because of the Aiffieulties in selling nursery astook in war time. No
lunbering 18 bnuuﬂﬂ on in the forest at present. In the laast
two years over § were pald to the Mission Board from prooesds of
lumber from our woods. Considerable firewood has been out for use in
buildings at Pittman Center. Some tan bark and dead chestnut will be
taken to the tannery this next winter and spring.

In the fisld of sducation we are continuing to conduot a high sshool
which 1ie regularly acoredited. Our high school fnlunu are un{‘nl
without question by sohools of higher education in Tennessee and else-
where. We are ununun{ to oconduot an elementary school. But we have
not, as a migeionary institution, been satisfied with doing an ordinary
eduoational Job., We have been and are mtimm "plus® into our ed-
uoetional work. The work that we are hll’n t 18 in ths ordinary
publio school curriculum we are trying to in an extracrdinary Ia.

We are proud of our sschools and are glad to have observers oome. an
we have aotivitiea whioch are not found in most publio schools. We have
had Hi-Y Club, Girl Ressrves, Boy Soouts, 4=H Olubs, and other sxtra-
aurricular aotivities whioch boys and girls not only enjoy but from

which we hopes fine character will be developed. Bible is taught as a
subjeat in the high sochool. Religious esducation motivities are ocarried
on throughout the schools. An exoeptionally fine library and current
pericdioal literature of the best type are avallable to our students.
Boys in mamual training are taught the use of tools in an aotual situa-
sion such as bullding a chioken house on our campus., Oirls of the home
socnomios olasses are taught cooking by doing a real Job of planning and
oooking for the dormitory. Our dormitory has a fine g«n and chickens

and cows and pigs. A hot lunch {s available for all ls sach
noon.

The health work is continuing with dootor and nurse at work in the 11ittle
ocottage hospital and in the community. About 3800 patients are seen
each year. Much preventive work continues as in the « The doeter
is busy with all that engages the attention of a ocoun dootor.
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1 our religlous work we have six churches and schools. This
ear our oireult ralsed for the Iwi salary s AN im I!

‘lm over the year before. Oood revival meetings were hﬂl

tor with the assistance of outaslde s in three of the &.-"

thig year. Eighty-two Joined the on profession of fal

As we look toward the future it seems to us there is important work for
Pittman Center to do.

In the soolal and economio Tield much remains to be done. Soolal 1ife
in the mountains needs enrichment. One of m test needs in the
mountains 1s that for fine and wholesome reorea iu. work that
has been done in this field should be expanded. A teasher who is well
prepared in the field of physical education and recreation would be a
great help in schools and community 1life. '!hn there ghould be more
aotive organized aotivities, such as farmers' olubs, women's groups,
ato,

The farm, forest, nursery, store, and other departments of work should
be operated sucoesafully a finanoial standpoint but not primarily
for the purpose of making monsy. These should all be a means of help-
ing people, The farm ghould be a demonstration of what can be done on
any mountain farm, In connection with the store and nursery we look
forward to the formation of more coopesratives., As s0ORn As WAr man
power conditions permit a vecational agrioulture teascher ghould be
geogured. BSuch a teacher could be a real agricultural missionary.

A word ghould be ssid about the plan now under lﬂl‘lllllll‘ll“ m mak-
ing our forest a demonstration forest. According to this

would cooperate with the State Forestry Service lnl the Wa M Pro-
teotion Divigion of the T, V. A, Foresters of these two agenciss have
already made & number of trips to our woods. They are planning to oruise
our woods. After this has been done they will |1.‘n us & detailed re-
port and advise ue on A contlnuous ume plan. If such a plan 1s ocarried
out & person should he on our staff to supervise work in the wooda.
Poasibly the vooational agriculturs teacher ocould do this.

Some of the foreat products would be used here. Lumber 1a often nesded
for repairas, There is continuous need for firsawood. Tan bark and dead
aheaatnut wood oan be marketsd At the tannery twenty-five milea away.
There in need for the development of a small wocdworking industry to be
co-ordinated with our manual treining. In this connsction the teaching
of woodearving should be added to the high school ourriculum.

All the mbove should be tied in with our planning for the dsvelopment
of cooneratives, To our weavera' cooperative should be added oconsumeras'
cooparative, oredit umion, and other plans.

In our educational work we muast plan to do an extrasrdinarily good Job
in slementary and high schools. But in addition we should snrioch these
programe in ways that cannot be done in the ordinary publie school.
Agrioulture teacher is a "must" in thias type of rural community. In
addition to the household arts and agrioulture usually taught we should
teach certaln handicrafts in an attempt to improve mountain soconomio
life. Weaving, making hooked ruge, ate., furniture making, and wood-
earving should be ineluded. Musle is an impertant subjeot that should
certainly be added to our ocurriculum. Better recreational astivities
should be made part of our school 1life. Better equipment should be
provided for visual education, A sound-movie projeotor would ba a won-
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g-inl help. In all our educational program our purpose is to develop
stian character. Our religious education program all through the
sthool should be continued and atrengthenad.

Future crogram in the medigal work should inelude plans for sxpanded
ataff. Dooctor and nurse now have more than they can do. In the next
few yeara 1t will be neceasary to seours an additional physielan. An-
other nurse should aleoc be found. The present hospital will beocome
inadequate. Its location is wrong becsuse of the atesp hill which must
be climbed to 1t. A number of loocations on the grounds are more sult-
able. But for the present a convenient driveway should be built. One
posalbllity to be developed ia sanitarius dare of tubsroulous patienta.

#e envielon extensive as well am intensive development. We must go out
into other mountain neighborhoodes to render needed servios. What has
been done at Shields Mountain in the Brown Mare Hollow in the last two
yeara should be done in other places. The work at Shields Mountain be-
gan with a Sunday School under some oak tress beoause there was no house
avallable. Now the people there are planning to bulld a church. There
ars other places whioch should be reached in this way. In some nelgh-
borhoods & clinio may be the need at first or the expreassed need may be
for library asrvice or something else. At Cosby, for example, our board
a few years ago had two mipelonaries doing & guoé plece of work. Theare
is great nesd in that community but very little being done to meet 1t,
¥ still own a cottage there. In Sneedville a conssorated parish worker
has bteen helping the pastor. Her work should be strengtheansd,

In all this planning the church 1s at the center, that 1as, 1t 1s the
migsionary motive which 1» baok of all we do. But all theas yearas we
have no adifice met apart as chureh or chapel for the worship of God
here at Plttman Centar. We should have as scon &as posalble at the cen-
ter of cur campus a shurch, Tt would be appropriate to oall 1t Burnett
Eemorial Chapel.

Thus will Pittman Community Center bescome in deed and in truth for our
community the center of light and help and servioe in all these fleldas:
soolally, for better reorsation and sntertainment; sconomioally, point=-
ing the way to the solution of some of these vexing problemas; educa-
tionally, teaching and enrichi the lives of our psopla; religloualy
and apirituslly, preaohing the Gospel in such an attractive way that
people will be won to the Chriast.
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