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Excerpt from THE MIAMI DAILY NEWS IEM

TALE OF THE TOWER
By Maybelle Manning

INTERESTING PEOPLE IN MIAMI: Juho Rissanen, beloved
national artist of Finland, with a face as ruggedly power-
ful and invulnerable as a Himalayan mountain, at the age of
68 is eager to start 1life anew. He is the first important
Finnish master painter te visit this country. Despite his
prolific collection of works, he has come to America empty-
handed, bringing only a portfolio of photographs, His works
are hung in the museums of Finland, Copenhagen, Antwerp,
Stockholm, Budapest, Belgium, Russia, France and England.
His mediums are water colors, oils, fresco and on glass,

All modern art has acclaimed the wondrous beauty of his
glass windows, painted for the Finnish Central Cn-Operative
and the Pank of Finland in Helsinki, In Miami he has de-
veloped A new and naive technique of which he is almost
childishly proud, It is a combination of colored oil eray-
one and water color which affords & charming texture medium,
expressive of soft Florida air, flaming skies, jungle fol-
iage and tropical flowers, giving a powdery effect of old
gcenic wall-papers.

Juho Rissanen is a life-long friend of Jan Bibelius
and expresses in paint what Sibelius expresses in musie.
His ambition as a painter has been to make his work aing as
8 poet of his interesting country - his only earth, Finland.
He has the gelf-educated man's eternal thirst for culture.
His paintings and life savings being tied up in Finland, he
has arrived to maks a fresh start, With the broadest of
Savo dialects and a face which erumples into a hundred
kind wrinkles, this grand old meestro, blue eyes twink-
ling, sits down amid the eclack and scurry of a newspaper
office to draw an original caricature for our column,
saying: "But have not most of my countrymen suffered much
greater losses and am I not fully alive and able to cre-
ate new masterpieaces?® A precicus talent has indeed been
brought to America in this Juho Rissanen.
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7 James Gray--

Painter Of The Human Comedy:
The Work OF Juho Rissanen

Jubio Mlssanen whase tribule
an anvas o the Finnlsh plonsers
in Minpesoin hangs in the awdi-
torlum of the Histe Historlesl
Soclety s, withoui guesilon, one
al the mosl |mporianl peinters
of folk themes in the world to-
day,

You may have seen his broad
back best over the work of
caompleting the pleture, Though
It was uavelled lasi October at
a& groal colebratlon of lis donors,
the Finnlah Amerlcan Historical
Soclety, some (ouches remslned
e be added. RNisanen who
awed (0 hls peasanl anceslors
bls gualities of stréngth, roso-
latien and Iboranghnass e
furned losl mopth to Minpesoin
from his studlo I Miaml, Flor-
ldn, demonstrating that, =i 70
wdd, hils arm has not lost its
drive nor hils brush lis dlstine-
Hun, Hisgsanes will go, today,
to Duluth to vislt friends among
whom he spanl many monibs
pulntiig his colebration of ihe
contribution made by his fellow
couRirymen 19 the richnesa and
varlety of our way of lfe.

Tha Minnssoia ezamples af
Hissanon's work is falrly typlesl
of hls mature style. In the fore-
groiad & Filon who looks &8
though he had been packed Imlo
hils skin as the exploaives of &
bullat mre packed Into Lhe
Jaekil, tlarne over the scll with
the plosgh; im the [ar back-
groand rises the superstructure
of an iron mine. Hotwean, vari-
vus flgures &re engaged Im the
work of the farm; & woman
milks & cow, two young girls
weave switchea for use In ihe
eating. It s In this steam bath
that all right-thinking Fians par-
bull themsslves ned ihew fur-
ther whip up the red corpusclos
1o 8m uwarencss Chat lile ls rug-
wed by n alight go of fagella-
tiep, The palnling I8 & cosy,
comipact revalatlon of an entlre
way of life. ¥

Missamen ls an Interpreter of
the life of the people who work

bard and long, not becasss that
happens ab Lhe moment lo ba a
chle occupation for artiats, but
because Il has besn his llfe work
far B0 years, A native of Kuo-
plo, Fialand, he was rounded
from the beginning by men and
women eagaged In the Immedl-
ste wnd procccupying tasks of
dealing with 1ife and death, His
ibemes are derived from  Lhe
work of the forge and the fleld,
the plessure of the rural fete,
warship In & tiny church, Tha
exuberant nalve Inclusiveneas of
hin Interest in the humas com-
edy makes him lake as subject
mattér & woman's Implacable
somne of justice as she lays on
with & birch rod to the back ol
her mischiovous son and again
the uncomplalning grief of an-
other woman who washes for
burial the body her Bon loat
at sea or In = logging camp,

Thare ls no talnt of patronage
msanen‘s absorption in (hess
mutarials of everyday routine.
All of thess glimpsos come [0
Nte owtl of a mamory well stock-
ed from a harsh, demapding and
yoi rowarding childhood spent In
the wery midst of the humble
lits of Finland. ©One of tha
arilal's  earlioat recollections I
that of findiag his own father
frosen lo death In the sanow. Hia
sensibilitles have been alert ever
slnee lo Lhe gquality of the life
of the common man.

a % %

Technleally thors ks the great-
sl warlely 1o the work. Hul
perhaps hisn most characterisiic
method In thet of lending & kind
af clessle besnly and grandeur
ta the simplest of flgures omn-
goged In tha most homely of
ceeupailons.  He achieves this
offect In parl by the siylleation
af forma and In rrt by the wse
of light and shade cunningly to
snhance both the charm and the
slgnificance of farm. Though the

ures of women churming or

men flabhing are freatod real-
Istically, guite without wself-con-

Lo

stlousness or unclucus sanilmon-
tality, wtlll they never ssem to
ba trivial or to exist slmply for
the purpese of story telling.
Rather, with the greal sirong
test planied tirmly on the earih,
with thelr fine rellable arms
lifted in exacting labor they be-
come herole embodiments of the
qualities of energy, resclutlon
and imagination in the race.

Monumonial forms have al-
ways appasaled to Rissanen. He
has done much work Im [fresco,
He has even made stained gless,
which we reserve largely for the
themes of rellglous asplra
bacome the recorder of the
of workers,

Rlssamen has beén n ciilzen
of the world for meny years.
Hia early trainlng was received
nt Helsinkl sod & litle later at
Laningrad when It was still Fat-
rograd.  Distinctlons began com-
Ing to him as early as 1500
when he won & bronse medal at
the Parls Expoaition, Mapy pub-
lic bulldings In Helslnkl—ihea-
ters and even banks—are deco-
rated with his frescoss and
stalned glass, Mussumas [rom
Copenhagen (o Huodopest and
Leningrad to Parls have sxam-
plas of his work In Lheir collee-
tlana.

Tha war caught up with him
whils he was m visitor to this
country apd he has remained
hare for six years. Though hae
ls mow no longer young his ap-
parently inexhaustible vitality
has stirred In him & lively, ho-
morous and reaplive awars-
ness of the quality of American
Hie: A resisgrant in Misml Is
prossntly to be sdorned with
samples of hls  enderstanding,
avan  willy, commenis ©n oor
lemparamant,

Bub silll it s Finland that he
has lved 1o Im L. Like his
s s, S, 1 2t

AmeEl WL ree-
ord of ihe Mife and the spirit of

his people.
(8L, Paul Dlspaich)
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Finnish Arg

The Popular Painter Juho Rissanen
For a long time Juho Rissanan, perhaps not the greatest, but nmistak-
-ingly a master of the Finnish art of palnting bas been recogniped by his
pecplae,
While we're writing the above lines the thought egmes %o us that Jubo -
Rissanen paintsfor his pecple instead of palnting thew in the many master—
-pleces that were born under his brush, He is almost seyanty years old and

etill continuss to produce pleces of art.

The painter of his people. Hie people whom he obegrves with a warm kem -

heart. His primitive people who haven't veen spolled by too much modern,
living like s0 many of our western Eurcpean peoples are wont to do, i
At the end of the 19th century something entered in the Finnis) art, .

especially in the palnting of the people's habits and unnnil. I;uun from

the people came Juho Rissanen. _

He wae born in 1873 somewhere in the province of ﬁmrb whare 'ut'hlld
alwaye been held high. For is 1t not from this provinos that =0 many good
authors mexmx came, who énriched the literary standard of Fipland3d And
many & masterwork caues from there to bring fame from far beyond the bordara

and from every corner of the world.

Rissanen's father oaze from & line of farmers but had beocome II. laborer

inia 1ittle settlement near Kuopio, Juho himself scon had to mpt out Iﬂd
help to earn a living. He spent a 1ife of poverty and nnrﬂ. nh_:h vas
strong and level-headed. All he knew was work, work, :.uﬂ;_ r

First he became a house painter, He couldn't got used Wﬂﬂ" in am
one spot and became a traveler, Buddenly mmq oama. .rll'rllld. :

'

the love of art in his soul, For Rissanen had lﬁlm ih %0 _bandlg

- ‘g pencil, His sketohes povered many & wall' m*u—mr“mtnn atiracted
sozeons who gave him an opportunity to learn more about art,

Hie f ret work came out when he was 37 yearas old. He had not lost him

L e
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love of 1ife and had developed a trend for presenting types in his work,
while maintaining a simplicity that is amasing.

In 1900, at the Exposition of Paris, where several of his -ﬁrn wara
on display, be beoama the *Finnish Peasant" painter.

His first canvasses from the time when he hadn't encountered any
foreign influence, are still his most outstanding workd. Amongvthem ars
peveral wutetanding water oolors one of which, The Elind Woman, is cne
of tha beat., His "At the Boothsayer" and "Memories of Youth" are master-
plecen.

"You are remonded of the old Flemish art and sometimes of the Italian
primitive style, with the emoeption, of couree, that in Riseanan's work
you @es the sturdy character of the Finns and the old traditions of this ’
energetic pecple.

The worke are further cutstandipgemsmmzs in the history uf Finnish art
pecause they etrike a new trend in compoeition, and in the painting of
figures new note ia struck. :

Later Risannan wnet in for ollpeinting and with this new trend he
pecams atill more exact and a master in etyle presentation. It is from this
time on that one can see the Italian influence espaclally that of the
Italian fresco painters. He continued to see the simplicity uf_nnhn'ln but
the care of presentation, which he had so carefully preserved in his water
golors, now began to fade. He:began to pay more attention to the balance of
his canvesses and the xzphém rythm of his flgures. In spite of thim we must
recognise his work as that of a true master.

After the World War he was influenced by the new trend in art. He will
probably take less care in his pressntation but he will continue to put
depth and feeling in his work.He will never forget to draw nor will he ever
forget the solld tone of hims folk art. '

He bas ledt many of his murals and windowa th,pugheut t“:mﬂ Rurpps,

These worke of hie youth have now hn hpormu for hh md the history
of art in general. But their quality will continue to attraot attention.




1930, dans 1la 1°histoire de 1°art Pinlandaise (em allemagne).

JuRo .
mummi-ﬂ-ml |

I1a peinturs en Pinlande me dete pas de loin. Os n'est gue
vers la fin du XIX® eibele qu‘elle prit contact aveo lea arta euro-
péens. Ceux qui ont donnde la premiére impulsion & ¢e mouvement ar-
tistique ont dtd: un homme du monds Albert EDELFELT, Akseli GALIEN
EALLELA romantique, Hero Jirpmsfelt peintre plein 4‘enthouelasmes.

Bur lee truces de cee trois maitres marcherent ensuite un
gsrtein nombre d'artistes plus jeunes, parml lssquels se font remar- ;
quer PEKEA HALONI® et MAGNUS MWCKRLL, A la fin du sidels un parson- /
nage de oongsption nowelle et originale apparsit: JUHO RISSANEN. | I

I1 n'était plus trbe jeuns. Il avait 442 vingt sept eme —
quant, & une exposition internationale & Parie en 1500 11 se £it
remarquer par ses Gompusitions éirenges d ‘un carsctdre tout 'I.I-'II.-
osulier, Non seulement {1 fut apprdoid par dea experte de son pays,
majs susel par des oritiques dtrmpgers qui visitbrent le pavillon
Pinlendais. File d'ouvrier 4’humble condition, 41 est né au coeur
de la Finlande, A dix ans déjk 11 dtait obligd de gegner sa vie en
aldant ses perents, Dens 1'me de cet enfant vivant au milleu de la
pauvretd a ‘dpanouit le sentiment de la beautd. Une foree irrdeistible
le poossait & choreher 1°iddal de cette besutd qu’il devimait sxister
ailleurs, dene un pays de soleil oh la lumidre donne de 1°dolat A
toutes ohoses. Il réussit & se frayer un chemin jusqu ‘A qui_l:n;!ﬁ,
c'sst alors qu’il ee sent pour la premidre fols plus pris de oe "Sud”
tant ddoird et pour la premidre fois aussi devant des "”” 1'gn
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qui sent pour lui une rdvdlation. Il comprend qu ‘il est sur la veie, ‘
mais qu ‘il n’stteindra sen but que plus au Sud emeors, en Itel le ou l'l
Paris, 5

Enfim arrive le jour ou som rive se réalise voir de ses
propres yeux le paye de 1'art. Os qul 1'impressionns ls plus vivement
et qui 1’snthousissme o ’est la magnificence des ceuvres de 1la Henais-
sance. Enthousiamsme trbs compréhensible, ocar 11 peut enfin apaiser
ga soif de beautd, lul dont 1'8me & souffert si lomgtempe au comtmot
de la misdre.

Toutefots son 1déel & lui n’a rien de sommun aves la poupe |
orgusilleuse gue ddploie la Renalesance ni aveo ee faste thdatral,
S8e¢s sentimento se rapprochent 4 ‘avantages de ceunx des primitifa tels I'
que: Oimmbue, Giotte et leurs suvesesseurs qui ont aimd la bemutd l
empreinte de simplioitd et de grundeur. Mais toutes oes choses so@¥
ancere en lul & 1'4tat latent. Aveo une graends hardiesse 11 fixe sur
sea toflee tout oe qu’il a vdou imtdrisurement minsi que wes souvenirs
de jeunes=e ot oe qui frepee mes regards mantour de 1lul, Ia "DISEUSE"
pat un spdoimen de 0e genre. Mals dsns os dessin rude qui se TEppTo=
chs ds la cariosture on sent d4éJh ls goft de styliser. Il cherche
la gronde lignde ddbarrassde de tout oe qul est conventionml. O
qu’il orde eet d ‘upe edmirsble puretd, n'ayant nuem reflet 4 "influ-
ence dtrrnzére. 0'est um art naif et intrdpide. Som oeuvre o'est lui-
mimo . Il a cholai les dldments qui la composent parmi les gens em
milien desquels i1 a véou. Ses sujets sant & imples, Par exemple: Une
femme prde d‘un pulte: = ’cocupant du méusge: des laboureurs BRO0Om=
plissant leurs rudes traveux.

RIBSANEN peint ees figures avee puimeance sans o ‘oocuper -
des ddtails. I1 me veut pas seulsment copler la mature; 41w




ddoouvert dana la rdalitd quelque ohose qu‘'om peut - i1 est vraivoir
de ses propres yeux, mais qu ‘on ne peut comprendre qu ‘sn possddant
le sens de la bemutd, Par cela mma 11 semble protester contre le
titre de peintre naturaliete qu"on serait tentd de lui donner., Il &
trouvd le seoret de la ligne qui rdévble du mouvement. Voyes ocette
famm debout prds de la source, gel port moble et quelle gréce dans
les gestes. Et cette "AVEUGLE" aun vieage & peine accusd: qui ne voit
pas B son maintlent, & sa ddmerche, A ses mouvements, que la lumidre
manque & setts ordeture? Et cela sans oonsulter le oatalogue.

Coatte foroe originale et maive dtonne par sa pulssance
d’expreseion, qui est un signe sertain de la premidre pdriode de son
art, qul embellit la laideur et qui éléve oe qui parait insignifiant
dene 1e sphbre de la bacutd olaseigue., D’zutres gualitde remarguables,
le gpofit, do la ddcoretiom, du style monumentnl luil ont permis de ré-
aliser eon ddsir de parvenir & ls beautd. DéJA dans les personnages
pris parml les humbles qui lui ont servi da moddles on ramerque cette
foros tonte empreinte de calme,

Jeune sncore, son Adeir confus de wrdar dans le domains mo-
numental de la peinture"LA FRFSQUE" se manifeste de plus en plus, I1
g satiefalt sux exigences de oe pofit innéd par quelques grandes orda-
tione dont les unea se trouvent em Pinlande et le8 mutres au Danmark
dans dea bibliothbques et des maisons privdes et aprds la puerre mon-
dinle 11 se eantit de nouveau attird & Paris, Et 1A un changement se
produlsit done son art mais qui anjourd “hui ne sembls pas encore des’-
fini. Le colorie, gul pour lui m“await dt4 jusqu’alors gu’un moyen de
moindre importance se trensforme. Il est pris par lea jeux de la lu-
midre, Pot-Otrs aux Adpene de la ligne, dun moine de estte ligne indd-
finissable qui trahit la vie intdrieure. Maintenant la ddooration est
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davenue le prineipal objeot de ses osuvres. Om me peut dire si sur
catte vole 11 2 ‘dlavera,

Rlesanen peut enocore donner besusoup, mais as qu ‘il a 4d-
JA proiuit est meses riche en soi pour fuaire de lul un des artistes
les plus originmux, intdressante st aimnbles de son pags.
JOHANNES (HQUIST.
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Mr. Rissanan, photographed by a Duluth Mews-Tribune camara- b . T e Siadl

man, with 8 porirait carved in wood by his nephew, Kauko The boistersus side of pestant lifs is portrayed ¥ . srudy for & painting showing a phase in a
Rissanen, a color-blind Finnish arfist. rough pastime in which the loser literally "takes a beating.”

Juho Rissamen: Painter of the Human Comedy

BY EARL FINBERG
Staff Writer

Jmm RISSANEN, Finnish born artist who has visited
Duluth each summer for the past six years, has been called
“one of the most important painters of folk themes in the
world today.” :

This year he came to the Zenith City from his home in
Miami, Fla., by way of St. Paul. There he stopped long
enough to varnish a picture depicting the life of Finnish ploneers
in Minnesota which hangs in the Finnish American Historical so-

_clety,
* * * *

ESSENTIALLY A GENRE PAINTER, RISSANEN MANAGES
to infuse his simple, broad canvases of rural fetes and hackwoods
burials, peasant ioil and folk frolies with a grandeur approaching
classic beauty,

Now well past 70, the artist still draws upon the memories of
hiz childhood—memories which begin with the recollectlon of
finding his father frozen to death In the snow and continue in
hardship until his mature years.

x * * -

HE WAS TRAINED IN HELSINKI, LENINGRAD AND
Paris. He holds membership in the Academy of Fine Arts of Swe.
den and of Finland, s a charter member of the Salon d’Automme a
Paris, and is a knight of the first class of the White Rose of Fin-
land, In 1000 he won a bronze medal at the Parls Exposition.

His work is hung in museums throughout Europe; In Copec-
hogen, Budapest, Leningrad and Paris, and in many American cit-
fes. Besides easel paintings, he has executed-frescoes and stained
glass windows.,

In all his many travels, Rissanen finds a common tie fo his
own experience [n the simple folk of any country, and he paints
them all with the same understanding of their down-to-earth exlist-
ence. Finding his bent early in his career, his paintings, from the

R . e i P e 3 18803 to the 1940s, exhibit a continuous development of his best
Here Rissanen has emphasized the stoicism of the peasant, depicting the uncomplaining grief of  joved subjects. Wholly absent are any infections from the path-

a mother who washes her son's body for burial, and tha unsentimental compassion of those whe  ological trends of modern art; Rissanen's work is continually as
assist at the grim rite. : i hale and hearty as the bucglic scenes he painta,

Duluth Mews-Tribune, August 11, 1944, Caimopolitan—Page Seven
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