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Pebruary 19, 1945.

My dear Mr. Roberts:
Hrl.ﬂmdthllﬂmb'
and asks me to say your project sounds
interesting and Af ever she has time in
New York she will try to stop by to see
what is going one.
Very sincercly yours,

Secretary to
drs. Roosevelt.,

Mir. Henry C. Roberts
Roberts Art Gallery

380 Caml Street

Kew York (13), New York.




e e A m o —




Y R T

|

rt For The MCasses J
ROBERTS ART GALLERY Y ?’;;_
380 CANAL STREET -

AT WEST ER0ADWAY

HEW YORK, 13, N. Y.

Mre, Pranklin Delano Roosevelt,

W
me. v, 1946

Washinmgton, D. O, et O

Dear Mra. Roosevelt,

I write to inform you of our mew art and ecultural movememt,

a project which we beletve will intereat your suppert,

A bit of old Paris as it was before the war, has growsm up inm

downtown New York, midet the busy pulde of traffic ss it stresms

from the Hollemd Tumnel, right om the frimgecf Greeawich Villam ,

Thie mew movement had ite imceptiom at the demiese of the Federal

Axt Project-WPA-in December, 1943, when thousande o canvases

were delivered into our hemde, which we mold to a ready publie

of art starved emthussists at & prise of sbout $5,00 easch,

We were overwhelmesd by & landalide th art conscious igdividusls

who, naver in thelr wildeat dresme had ever sxpected to fipd

original art within their reaeh,

Many of the ertiets, throwm om their own, being deprived of

government sponsorship, were unable to cope with the eituatiom,

The redtape involved with.exhibition and ssle im the uptown
 galleries, wes so enmbersome amd expemsive, that they could mo

afford to wait, SJomething hed t> be done.

We conceived the ides to use the ides that wae so successful

{a Yollard's in Paris during the Goldsm Age of Premeh Modern

Art, whem the now famous were etruggling begimners and were

sided in their efforts by poor mf who '”M
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spend & few framce for canvases which they toe, in sddition to
the srtiste were in tune with the impressionist trend, and de-
alred to give their support.

Therefore, having the setup snd the epsce, from haniling the WPA
art, we agreed to sponsor the seriocus artist of merit who

wae willing to exhibit amd sell his work at prices withim the
reach of the low imcome bracket. Im this manner it was possible
to bring Art for the Masses, to the public, amd in a short time
we have been unususlly sueccesaful, The artietes are lookimg
forward once apaintc the time whem they may continue their
creative permuite frees of minor financial difficulties.

In addition to the work of local origin, we are also showing
pletures and poulpture by artiste from all parte of the coumtry,
who have submitted their work to us,

ATt for the Masses deservea the cooperatiom of the eulturally
minded, and ifthe proper cooperatiom of the presa, the artiste
and the art comseious public, we shall be able to continue it
upon & self supporting basis,

We know of your intereet im the youmg tellemted individuals

of the United 3tates, where cultural schlevement is mot, se im
many countries, dicteted by sgressive policles, so we hope

to call your attention to our little flame im the desert, amd
beg support of it,
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