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0£ttft4gilal 
l!f.!"' r en dwl! 
to r E.R. 

.t.pr11 27. 1945. 

Pl enninr Oomm1tttt 

Tbe R~ooeYalt ~ational Y.&DOr1al Coa.ittoo, to conoi d.or a ou!tablo 

na t i ona l memorial to the l a ta Prooidont rranklin D. RooooYolt, will be aado 

u~ of • Planning Oom.itteo and OOTeral AdT1oor.r co .. tttoeo. 

The Pl11M111;! Ooaol.ttee -..ill conoht of th1rt;1 •en and. voaen, aoot 

of whom vere cloee enough to the Prooident or to oo11e of hio 1ntereote to knov 

oo=ethi n& of hi o idt alo, hopeo end plant. ror obT1ouo reaoono, 1t io highlY 

desirable t o restrict the number of mo~bero of tho Planning Committee to oome-

t hi ng like t bio number. Any committee of only thirt7 cannot pooo1bl7 include, 

of couret , all tbt n.a.aea that readily occur t.o one. Uo att .apt, tbere.tore, 

baa been ~~ade , for exampl e , to include at thi e time 1n t he Pl~ng Ooaaitt ee 

1!11 t he CAbinet Membon. Soae han bun choun pot bocauao thq vero Cabinet 

}teober o , but becau .. they had. a clooe poroco.al relationohi p to tho late Prell-

dent or becaus e t hey repreoentod diotinotly a field 1n •~ich ho vao intoreot ed. . 

Other Cabinet Moaboro .,.y aoprar later on oo:e AdTioor,y Comalttoo. 

The fUnction• of tho Planninr, Committee cener all7 will be (l) t o 

cono1dor all prcpooalo that han heea IO&do and au being ado fo r a ...,oriel 

to the leto Preoident; ( 2) t o olcotcb ! 11 broad outline the ldnd. of national 

muor1al 1t belieuo woul d be apprcpr1ate; &lid. (3) to oubllit to t he AdTh or.r 

Comaittoto t ho Plann1a« Comzit too1 o oucsootiono for diocuaoion. 

The full or part ial oo:opooHion of the Planni,; Co .. tttoo obauld bo 

announced •• aoon aa poea1blt. 

Tho .&.drtoor.r Co.-! Uooo rlll conolot of ..., and ...,_ roproo.,U,; 

field.o in which tho late Prooidont vao 1nt eroot od. , ouch ao Labor, Int ernati onal 

Rolat1ono, Science, B.alth, Biot O'f, IA4 other ..,'Jooh. Tbo7 ¥111 be repro-



sentativee not only of all parte of the country, but me¥ repreaent all p&rte 

of the world . There may be many of these ~dviaory Committees and t heir total 

membership wi ll probably be quite large. Sach Adviaory Committee will counsel 

a nd advi se the Pl anning Committee. 

As is usUAl in aueh eaeea, Congreaa will have ita own Committee to 

consider what governmental recognition ahall be given to the late Preeident . 

I have been assured t ha t any such Congreeaional CoQC!ttee will cooperate 

fully wi th t he Planning Committee. 



Con!!d,enUal 
' KuorandWII 

for ! . R. 
J.pr11 Z?, 1945, 

l!OQS~ 1!.\fiONAL I!Jt!OIIUL CQ!~l'nQ 

Succcetiope tor Kllb•rthlp on the Pleppiac Coppttttt 

~ 2. Adal:a , Freder i ck 3 , 

\ 3 . Allen , George E. 

~ 4 . Baruch, :Sel'llar d M. 

\ 5. :Buck, Solon J, 

\ 6 . Bu rke, Jor..n s . 

Buab , Dr. Vannevar 

Conant , Dr. James :B. 

' 9 . Daniele , JoaephUa 

\ '"\~ ...... '· ~ t~ Jield, llarahall 

(Hold to thirty if poaaible) 

-oOo-

1. Pll:&SI DI!iT !WillY S, Tl!IJIWI, 
Hongrary Chtirpep 

Sucge att4 H11bera 

LocAtio n I ntoreat 

Nev York Peraond 

Wuhingt on Peraonal 

New York General 

waabi114ton Library 

nev York Intant1le 

Waahington Science 

Cubr14ge Schnee 

P.aleip Preu 

Lou1av1lh Preu ... 

Cbiceco Preu 

Dtacrlption 

Cbdraan, Executive Colllaittee, ~r 
Reduction Ooap&nT, Inc,; Tice Preai­
dent and fruatee, The National roun­
dl\tion for Infantile Paral7aia. 

Tice Prea1dant, Rome Inaurance Oocpany; 
Vice Preaident and Truotee, The Na­
tional foundation for Infantile Paral­
:yoh; f ruatee, Georgia Warm Springs 
round!\ tion. 

> 

J.rchiviat of the United State•; Chair­
man, J'rankl ln D. Rooaeval t Library. 

Prealdent, B. J.ltman 4 Co.; Tlce­
Preaident and Truotee of The National 
J'oundati on for Intant1le Paral:yoia; 
Preaident of ! . J.lt-.n foundation 
and friedeu foundation, both of 
vhich hAve aupportad OWSJ' fro• the 
atart. 

Proo1dent, Carnegie Inotitutlon of 
Waoblngton and Direotor of Office 
of Scientific Reaearcb and Develop­
ment. 

Preaident, Barvard Univerait:y 

K~apaper publieher 

!l'..,.peper pu'bliaher (Louiorllle 
Courier Journal) 

Iewepeper pu'blloher; !nat .. of 
b IaUoD&l loWldaUon for Int&D­
t1le Paral¥ah 
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(a) 12. Ford, Henry, II 

'• 
1. (a) 

~ 

\ 

~ (a) 

\ 

\ 

\ 

\ 
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13. Frankfurter, Jelix J . 

14. Gifford, Walter S, ' 

15. Harriman, W, .Averell 

16. Hopkins , Harry L, 

/l ~ f.? ~-'\... 
' ( 

17. Macomber , John R. i 

18 . McCarthy, Leighton 

19. Mcinti re , Roes T. 

20. ~!orgenthau, Henry, Jr. 

21. Mor1aon, Samuel E. 

1(/..trC~n.. 
22. O'Connor, llaeil 

23. Perkins, Frances 

24. Roeenman, Samuel I . 

Detroit 

Washilll;ton 

New York 

Washington 

'ft'ashin.gton 

Boston 

Toronto 

Washington 

Washington 

Oambrid4;e 

New York 

Waehington 

New York 
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Public 

General 

Public 

' 

Personal 
General 

Public 

Peraon&l 
Infantile 

Personal 
Health 

Pereonal 

Library 

Per eon&l 
Infantile 
Library 

Labor 
PoraoD&l 

Ponon&l 
LibraJ7 

ExeoutiTe Vice Preaident, lord 
Motor Company (Truatoe, The National 
foundation for Infantile Paralyaio) 

Justice, United Stateo lupr .. a Court 

Preoident, American Telephone and 
Telegraph Co~ (Truotee, The 
l!atlonal foundation for I nfantile 
Par al ;yeh) 

U,S, A:baaeador to U.S.S.R.; Trustee 
of The National Foundation for In­
ftu>tile Paral;yala 

Chairaan, Munition& Aaoignment Bo11rd 
of Uni t ed Stateo and Great Britain; 
Truateo, Franklin D. RoooeTolt Lib­
rary; Mambor , Central Co.llllltteo Am­
erican Rod Croao 

Chairman, Board of Directore , Tho 
Jiret Boston Corporation (Trueteo, 
The National Foundation for Infan­
tile Paral;ysh) 

Trustee, The National Foundation 
for Infantile Paral;yaia; Trustee, 
Georgia Warm Springs f oundation 

Surgeon General, U, S, Na17; 
Member Central Committee , American 
Red Croll 

Profeeaor of history, HarTard UniTer­
ei ty; Truetee, Jranklin D. Rooenalt 
Library 

Preaident and Truoteo, The National 
lOWldatlon for Infant!.le Para l;yeh; 
Chairman of the hecuthe Ccmalttao 
and Truatao, Georgia Warm .Springe 
J'owldation; Proaldent Md Truoteo, 
Franklin D. RoooeTolt Library; 
Chairaan, American National Rod Oroaa 

Truatoo, J'ranklin D. RooanaU 
Library 
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Z5. Thompson, C. Mildred Poughkeepsie Political Dean, Vaaaar College 

' 26 . ~lalker , Frank C. I I a abington Political 
Libr ary 

Truatee, Franklin D. RooseTelt 
Library 

lfaahington International J'ormer Under Secretary of State 

./.(e.) 28 . 'iloodruff, Robert W. ? Atlanta 
r • Public Chairman, Eoard of Directors, 

The Coca Cola Company (Trustee, 
The National Foundation fo r 
Infantile Paralysis) 

Z9 . (I\ oman) 

30 . (ll'oman) 

Notes: (a) Although these four men are Truateea of 
The National Foundation for Infantile Paraly­
sis, they a re not suggested in that capacity. 
They are suggested as representing t he public 
rather than as being close to JDR. The f act 
that they are Trustees of The National Founda­
tion for Infantile Paralysia, however, givea 
them an interest and assure• their working 
well with Committee. Also their geographical 
location -- Eoston, New York, Detroit and At­
l onta -- 1a good. There JIIIT be facta that 
make them personally obnoxioua , but if 10 I 
am not aware of them. 

(b) Put in to represent someone close to JDR 
representing international affairs -- without 
going into State Department at thia t ime. If 
there is a personal equation here I do not know 
of it. 



Hel'lr)' K&i.aer 

lira. Mary llcLMd Bethww 

'llilliaaGr~ 

Sidn!IY Hill.Ju.n 

Philllp ..,rr.y 

Harrison or .mat. .... _. •llblr !roa tba Bro~rhooda Frances Perk:ina tbinka 
the beat repree~ntstive 

Archie llacLeish 

General llarahall 

AdJoiral Kind • 

Anne 0 1 Hare llcConaick 

Qorothy TbollpS"on 

Jim Patten. - Farmers Union 

Davi d Lillentbal., TVA 

Langdon llarvin, "becaus E! he r epresents both Henard and a one ot 
Franklin 1 a oldest friends. 

Gerald Morgan - at Groton rlth the President and hie next door nei&hbar in 
the country 

• 

Gifford Pinchot because be worited tar ,.an with ~he President on conaerntion 

Nelson B.rown o ot Syracuse Uninrait7 

John Winant 

llark Ethr idge 

Barry, Bingha• 

Iaiah aow-n - Johna Hopldna 

II8J'or IA.Ouardi.a 

Charlotte Carr 

Will Hqea 

Rabbi Wiaa 

... !,hhop Spalllan 

Bishop Oldhu0 AliMUIJ' 

Aima Ro .. nbarg 

• 

• 

, 
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\ q' I I ... ~~ 
Jl~ . \\\,. lJ t O"t ~ 

BASIL O'CONNOR 

t~C- ~,.... ' t"; ~--~ "} 

J~-lv !~' h~ ~~r· 194r 

'\ '~ QJ·J,J v~~· ~ Dear Eleanor: 

Your letter of the third from 1/ashington was not 
received in my office here in New York until llr36 a.m. 
Friday moming. A release was made on Thursday aftel'­
noon, for the Thursday evening papers and Friday morning 
papers, containing the names of all of the members of 
the Planning Committee who bad accepted maabership at 
the time of the release. This was pursuant to schedule. 
A copy of the members of the Planning Committee is 
enclosed. 

1 will telephone Harry Hopkins in Washington next 
"Neek so that he will understand that it was nobody' s 
fault that his suggestion was not carried out. 1 think 
we can work out the situation however, if necessary, to 
cover the names suggested by Harr,r. They strike me 
as names of individuals who would fit naturally into 
some Advisory Committee as we had planned. If this 
doesn't seem satisfactory, we might create a "General 
Advisory Committee" and ask them to serve on that, 
calling t .he other Advisory Committees to which we 
heretofore referred, "Special Advisory Committees." 
This would upset our plans considerably, however, and 
I would hope we wouldn't have to do it. Even after that 
I'm eure there would be those who would think of other 
names of equal merit. The eeriea of Advisory Committees 
was intended in part to care for just such a thing. 



I would like to see you about this and the 
monument for the late President's grave1 of which 
I now have sketches1 estimates 1 etc. S~nce I will 
not be in New York tomorrow1 I am aSking Mr. Koons to 
telephone you tomorrow morning to arr8Jl8e an appoint­
ment for me Thursday morning1 May 101 if that is 
converlient to you. 

llrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt 
29 Washington Square West 
New York ll1 N. Y. · 

Enclosure 



Nallle 

1. Adams, rrederick E. 

2. Allen, George E. 

.3. Baruch, Bernard M. 

4. Buck, Solon J. 

;. Burle, John s. 

6. Conant, Dr. J alll8a B. 

?. Daniels, Josephus 

8. Doug~as, Helen Gahagan 

9. Earl1, Stephen 

10. Field, Marshall 

ll. Flynn, Edward J. 

u . Frankfurter, re~ix J. 

13. Golden, John 

14. Booker, Helll'T s. 

ROOSEVELT llU'IOnL Ml!MORUL O<ICJ.IITTD 

Membership of the Plann!Dg Oo .. ittee 

-oOo-

II)JRJJU.RI 0111~ 
Pre a ident Rarri TN1oaD 

TIMPORARI OBAI!KUl 
Basil o• OODDOr 

location 

New York 

Washington 

llew York 

lashington 

llew York 

Calli bridge 

Raleigh 

Los Allge~e 11 

'faabington 

Chicago 

Jllew York 

loahington 

Bew !orll: 

Bew Yorll: 

Deacription 

Chairman, Executive Committee, .Ur a­
duction CoiiP~, Inc. 1 Vice President 
alld Trustee, The J'ational roUIIdation 
for IDfontUe Pore.lyaia · 

Vice President, Home Insurance Coq>~l 
Vice Preeident and Trustee, The Bational 
Foundation tor IDfontUe Pore.lyah1 
Trustee, Georgia larm Springs Foundation 

.lrchiviat ot the United Stotea1 Chairman, 
Frankl.in D. Rooaeve1t Library 

President, B • .Utman & Co. 1 Vice Presi­
dent and Trustee, The Bational Fo\Uida.. 
tion tor Infantile Pore.lyaia 

Pre•ident, Harvard UD1verait7 

llewapaper Pub~isber 

Ooacreano-.n 

Secre.tary to the ~te Preaident Rooaeve~t 

Bewpaper publisher, Truatae , Tbe Bational. 
roundotion tor IDfantUe Pare.lyaill 

Lawyer 

Juatioe, United tte.tea Supreae Court 

Plaprigbt and prodllcar 

La111•r 



15. Hopkins, Har1'1 L. Washington 

16. lbughteling , Jae.Lawrence Washington 

17. Leahy, William D. Washington 

18. McCarthy, Leighton Toronto 

19. Mcintire, Ross T. Washington 

20. Morgenthau, Henry, Jr. Washington 

21. Morison, Samuel E. Cambridge 

22. Norton, Mary T. Jersey City 

23 . Patterson, Frederick D. Tuekegee 

2.4. Per kins, Frances Washington 

25. Rosemnan, Samuel I. New York 

26. Sherwood, Rober t I . lfew York 

27 . Thompson, C. Mildred Pougblceepeie 

2.8. Wallace, Henry !. Washington 

';9. 'If e.lker, Frank C. Waehington 

.30 . Woodruff, Robert w • Atlanta 

- 2 -

Chairman, Munitions ! esignment Board 
of United States and Great Britain, 
Trustee, Franklin D. Rooeevelt Library 

Director of the National Organization 
Division of War Finance Division or t he 
Treasury Department 

P'leet .AdJD ir al 

Trust ee, The National Foundation for 
Infantile Paralys iiiJ Trustee, Georgia 
Warm Springe Foundation 

Surgeon General, U. S, lllav:n Member, 
Central Committee , American Red Crose 

Secretary of the Treasury 

Professor of history, Harvard University, 
Trustee, frankl~ D. Roosevel t Library 

Oongresnoman 

President, Tuskegee Institute 

Secretary of Labor 

Trustee , Franklin D. Roosevelt Library 

Writer 

Dean, Vassar College 

Secretary of Co-erce 

Trustee, Franklin D. Roosevelt Library 

Ohainaan, Board of Directors, 'lbe Coca 
Cola Oollp~J 'I'ruatee, The •tional 
foundation for Infantile Pu-al.Taia 



ICY dear "Doc" : 

20.29 Connecticut Awnue 
WaahiJ~Gton, D.C. 
May 1 , l94S 

I went over the lie t v .. y nuch more caretull,y on thl way dOII'D b. re, 
and in the evening I talked owr with Anna the people you haw eu~;geeted. 

Anna ia troubled by son~~~ of the omieeiona just ae I have been and 
I feel that we should include on the collllllittea, Haruy Wallace and Jom OoldenJ 
Eddie Flynn as a friend and net political, and in q uite a dUfarent. oate&ory 
from Jim Farley, alao Robert Sh-ood. 

AM& alao feels aa I do about llr. llacomber and llr. Gifferd -
they are unknown quantities to ua ss to their cloae connection with the 
President and they do not stand out in eitl'Br of our llli.nde u be~ particularly 
close to Franklin 'a intereate 1 except in the caee of in!'antile paralyeia , and 
of couree 1 where this memorial is concerned, many of the projectl which will 
come up, will be more cloeel,y tied with Franklin' e eocial philoeopey than 
wi th his purel,y humanitariM projects like infantile para1yeil . 

I al so feel that e choice could be made betwMn Dr. Conant and 
Dr. Bush, one or the other could be taken off. The SIUIII m.ight be lo of lllllrk 
Ethridge and lle.rehall Field, an:! rrv feeling is t.'1At llr. Ethridge could go 
on a sub-collllllittee just as the other people I !"eva sug.,eeted tak~ off, 
can go on sub or •o11ltteee . 

There is anotl:l!r person whom I would like to suggest and that ie 
Lawrence Houghtaling who is llr. Frederick Delano's son-in-lew. He has alwayB 
been eympethetic twith rrv husband. l(y . o .. lano himself is too old am hie 
memory 1.5 begiMing to fail 1 but it might be a nice gesture to alii< 
Lawrence Houghtali.Jll . 

We also feel doubtful about llr. Robert. 11. Woodruff of Atlanta. 
These people could all be on eub- collll!itteee and could all continua their 
interest in tl'B National Foundation, but it ••• to • that they would 
not be sa &11nerall,y aympathetio on tm type of thin& that thia maorial 
fund might want. to do. 

I also think t hat at tl'B first -till! of this plannilll colllllittea, 
it 'I!Ould be wall fer you to aug~;11st that you called tma together bacauaa 
of your sense of reeponeibili ty, baing prasidu.nt of tm library and allo 
of the Infantile Paralysis Foundation; that tht c.-1-ttae i tealf should 
be respons ible for electilll its OWl cbair~~&n . It .,_ to me it would be 
a mistake if you were president of all three, thoU~P I realise that your 
organizstion ia the one that will h• a to raise the 110ney because thq 
kn01t ma-e about it and mva the pattern a 11 eet. l(y idsa would t. that 
someore be made chairman, and thet you and someone alee be t110 vica-ohai.rmen. 
This , of course , is purely 8Uflifl 1tion on lit' part and I think you should 
worl< it out as the committee feels is beat at tm first •ati~. . 

Ve~ since rely yours, 

(Signed Eleaner Roosevelt) 



Wy dear "Doc" : 

2029 Conn.otieut Ave 
Waalt1ngton, D. C. 
1111¥ l , l94S 

I v. ont. over the liet very much 1110ro carefully on tl"e -ny down here , 
and in the evonir1; I t.all<ed over w1 th Anna the people you have auglil' oted. 

Anna ia troubled by eaoe of tho olllllioaiorll ju ot u I have be en and 
I feel that we should include on tho colllllitteo, Henry "llalloce, and John Golden; 
Eddie Flynn aa a friend and not PQ~itical and in quite a different category 
!rom Jim Farley, aleo Robert Sher ·,,ood. 

Anna also feel a as I cb abbut llr. lie comber ard llr. Oittord -
they are unknown quantities to ue ao to their close ccm>eotion with tho 
President and they do not otand out in either of our minds ae being 
particula.rly close to Franklin'• intereete except in tho ceoe or !ntantile 
Par alyai o, and of course, where thia Mlll0r1el 1o concemed, ""DY of tho 
projects whi ch will come up, wl.l~ be more closely tied with Franklin' • 
social philosoph)' than with hie purely humanitarian projects like infantile 
paralyaia . 

I a lao feel t .hat a choice oould be Jllllde between Dr . Conant ard 
"Jr. Bush, one of tl"e o ther could be taken off. The • •• llli&ht be eo of 
llr. Ethridilo u!llr. llarohall Field, and my teelir1; 1a that llr. Ethr1d(11 
could go on a oub- collllllit t oe just aa tl"e other people I have euggeotod 
taking off, can go on oub-c anml.t toea. 

Ther e 1e another peroon m om I would like to SUKb"•t and that 
io Lawrence Houghtaling who ia llr. F~odoric Delano's son-in-law. He hao 
al ways been oynpathetic with IllY hU5bmld. llr. Delano h iuelt 1e too old 
and hie memory 1a beg1nnir1; to fail, but it llli&ht be a nice geoture 
t o ask Lawrence Houghtaling . 

We eluldao r
11
ool dob'ftt about llr. Rodbartuldw.

81
w
1
oodrutf of Ahatlairnta. 

These people oo a be on su commit..Ms an co contirijle t . 
interest i n The National Foundat.on, but it •-• to 110 that they would 
not be •• gonorelly eyl:lj>8thotic on tl"e t¥pe of thillf.that thie mo1110riaJ. 
Fund might wont to do. ~ 

I oleo think thl't a t tl"e firot -tina of thia plonning coait too, 
it would be " ell for you to OU!;goet that you callad th• toll'thor becaueo 
of your eonae of reaponoibillty, being Preaidant o! the library and al eo 
of tho Infantile P&ralyoia Foundation; that tho co.-it toe iteelf "ilhould 
be rooponoible for electing ita own choirman. It oooliB to 118 it would be 
a mistake if you .,. re preoident of oll three , thou&~> I realiae that your 
organization io the one <Mt will h •e to roiee the 1110ney becauee they 
know more about it and have tha pottom all oat. ~ ideo would be that 
eomo one be ""do chairman and that you ond eo1100no oleo be two vice-
chai rmen. Thie, of courao, ie purely euggootion on 111f part and I think 
you ohould worl< it out ao tl:lo oollllllitteo feele io beat ot the first 110ot1~ . 

Very a inc erely your a, 



W~, D.C . .., , , ltu 

I • •• W - .....,. ao,ldM ala ..... 
m d bl _. YW'7 -.<Is 1ateNIWCI 1a \ .. •-'""• • 
- tolt wo bod l.an ott - ftl7 

1 
5 - pMpla. 

lo lo Hrf oNiiooo \ha\ :ro• ~ I.!Wl\o - -...... u.-. ., '-be ... u. ,... .... 
ot.blr ....,_.. ot t.bt c-s.tMe brMaM he IM18 
\bat wUbcnat thea, \be oo..S.\\ee wUl be ftl"7 

1nQOIIIJil.W. • 
I b... 7011 oaD <lo \1111 ! poiiiiL blot , 

••1"7 cor4lallt yowa, 

, 

I 

• 

I 



O'CoNNOR & F'ARBER 

COUNSE~ORS AT lAW 

120 BROADWAY 

Ne:w YORK !5 , N.Y. 

May 15, 1945 

ROOSEVELT NATIONAL MEMORIAL COMMI'rl'EE 

Miss Malvina Thompson, 
Hyde Par k , Dutchess County, 
New York. 

My dear Miss Thompson: 

This will acknowledge receipt 
today of your memorandum enclosing check 
fer J l,OOO. to "Anna R. Roosevelt" for 
the sum of $1,000. and endorsed by Mrs . 
Roosevelt to t he memorial fund. Said 
check has toda.y been deposited in the 
bank account established for that purpose . 

Sincerely yours, 



' I 

.~ i 
I .. . 
DI'Pr •ooc•: 

I h~ve bePn thinking ovl'r ~hnt you ea1d thlc after-
noon Pnd I do not quite 

<;>¢ 
eer. how evl'n thl' rormptlon or euoh a 

comml t teP •ltla'Cl •If' heve 
~d.-thought or.~ orevPnt the PrPel~ent 

n~ CongrPee r-om doing whetpver t~ey want 1n thP way of a 
memorll! l. 

ThP t ypl' of commi ttee ~~ 1ch wP hove ln mind, wh i ch 
''Ould rPprreent Frankl in's f r1Pnde 11n" hie. var'ed i ntl'rt'!&te, 
Vtoulll rP t>lly bp t hi' outlet for the volunt11ry contri butions 
or "hP oPoolP of. thP country who wl~h to Bl'6. h1e intPrPete 
oProP.tuo tl'<l. P..n~ who bel1PVf''1 in eomP , Et t l"'I.Pt, of thl' th1nge 
t n whl ch Fr enkltn bl'l1PVPd Pnll for wh i ch h~ workl'd . 

Congreee on the oth"r h~nd rl'nreeente the governm-.nt 
11nc\ v:lll WRnt to crf'ete eome kinf of a ma te r1Pl monum .. nt which 
l' ~orP.esee t hetr oride 1n a man who tyo t fled P Pl' ~lod ln history 
or wh toh they are proud , evPn thou~h o~atn, eo~ of them d1d 
not ap,rl'e wlt~ evPrythlng ~hlch wee doni' dur1nF that pPrlod . 

I thi nk thereforP, 

ln Weeh 1nyton .ftfl4 ~f we can 

thPy w111 want t o erect eomP t h1ng 
8 

get them to mPke 1t/e1molP etonP 
such ae FrP~klln ha~ 1n mind for Jeffpr~on, gnd if ~ can get 
them t o erect t he wings of thP library becaueP it 1e already 
governmpnt orooPrty , ~P w111 be nble to use moat of thP nonPy 
ool lPcted under t hl' auep1res of the commi ttee , for a foundation. ~ 
wli leh will carry forward a rArlly l tvi.ng ID~"IIor18J. and work fc:!f' 

the continuation of thA th1nge 1n whi ch t~pnkl 1n bel1Av~d. · 

I h~vPn't talkPd to Sem e1nce I talke~ to you but 
I th i nk 1t woul~ bP w1ee 1r you would t alk to ~1m. 

' 



not •er•• with my point ot vle•, ond vou ~vldently did nnt 

whPn you eell~d me, hut I woCld like you ~t l~~~t to think 

~bout 1t. 

I am ~r\ t lng a l etter to th~ ~resident also ae I do 

not want ~ 1m to th ink t~w~ nr e not anor P.c1at1vR or whAt~v~r 
hP. and the Cor~rrss h~d in mind . I •noloee 8 copy or the lPttPr. 

I wi ll be glPrl on ~ondny to ae P you anYtlmP be twR~n 

10 ~n~ tP ~nQ I r ill try t o go ov~r t~~ list of name s you eqnt~ 

me ~1th care and think up new onPa 1r I cen . 
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II&J 11, lH& 

Dear Mr. O'!oolea 

I aft4era,antl 'bat 7011 aN la,I'04uo-· 
1ng a r~aolutlon oa111ag tor a latlo .. l • 
1aat1tu'• '• ata4J aa4 treat lntaatlle 
paralra1a autterera •• a ... orlal to •7 
buaban4, all4 that 10• are euaeatl .. tbat 

· 1t 'be done ua4er Slater leaar an4 Dr. 
P1ah~1en. 

I tb1nk 7011 •••' ba•e torpttea 
~t then 11 At preaeat a •Uoaal toua'•· 
t1on oal'l'71ft8 on uncle r ••rr o011peteat 
••41oal 1ea4erah1p, wll1ob baa .. opw4 
11ater lenar'• utllo4a •• tar •• ther 
were praot1oal and •••tal. 

I' ••••• •• ae 'ba' wba' JCN pro. 
poae woa14 ~ a oaaplete daplloatloa aa4 
I u nre TePJ nob -laat •r Jaaa._..t1 1 

wiahea. 

I ••1'7 nOll appNola te 7cnar 4ea1re 
to hoaor •1 •••a4' • •• 1017 aa4 hope 7011 
wlll aot alad ., ..S. '1ftl .._. a'be9e • 

Yer7 llaoerelr roara, 

• 

• 



-
SC\'01TYoliGH1'H CO._,. 

I ~-. .• ......&_l.., .. ~ 

'
·· ~ ... .......... cr.. 

eotr.I'I'I.Ut - -. .... 
MLOI Y, ft.UoOWAT, ~ 

c.-. ~·-.&.&.. 

Wrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, 
Hyde Park, !lew York. 

Jlean l!rs, Roosevelts 

In closing, I hope that you will penai t me to wr1. te not 
as a member of Congress, but aa an ordinary citizen, I do not 
believe t hat anyone could have had a greater affectioo tor your 
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While your sorrow indeed must be great, the iDIIIOrtality ot his 
record and Ute must give you some degree ot satisfaction. 

l!rs. 0 •Toole joins w1 th me 1n hoping that God will spare 
you for many years to come for not onl¥ do we Americans need 
you but so do all of the people ot the world. 

. aincereqe! Ia ~ 
nald L. 0 Toole, · 

Kember of Congress. 



Ma7 17, 194e 

Dear Mr. O''o&le: 

MAny thank~ tor your YerJ n1oe 
letter. Mr. O'Connor 11 1n the PRc1t1 
~or t he RP.d Cr ose , but Ahould bf! back 
in t wo or thrP.e weekA, so .pleaee do 
contact him hetore you ~o anJth1ng on . 
infantile . 

I doubt 1f the Di s trict needs 
a epeo1nlly ln~e plAc~ , fl ftd perhaps 
some hel p for the pr~aent t~o111t1es 
is all t hey neP.d. 

I am deeply grRtetul to ,ou 
tor your lett~ r a nd touched by what 
you eay ~bout m1 buaband a nd myself. 
I expect to be in tlash1ngton 1n 
early June on peraonsl bu ~1n~ee · and 
I hope I mRy haYe &n opportunity to 
eee you. 

VerJ eord1nlly JOUrs, 



I ,, 

)' 

Mn7 14, 1940 

M7 dear Hr. Ie1"auTer: 

I, o1" course, thlnk JOur 
propoanl o1" a commlaelon to be named 
to confer about a memorial to m7 
huabRnd is Tery much wiaP.r than to 
have a definite project auggeeted. 

I asked Mr. D.Baall O'Connor 
to naiOC a co1'1rn i ttee to f"etabllah a 
1"ounda tlol\ to do soMething, lt poe­
slble, in the way o1" a liTlng aeoor ial 
hoping thnt t hat committee could 
r eee iTe the checks o1" the aTerage 
p~raon ~ho wanted to contribute, 
aince lt neTer occurred to ne that 
Congress would consider doing aore 
t han some tangible aemorial IUoh at 
•1 buab~nd once aaid he wiehed the7 
would undertake lnatead or the 
Jetr~raon Memorial whloh vaa bullt, 
name17, A large and maaaiTe atone 
in 1hat gnen triangle doWD b7 the 
Arch1Tea Building wlth a Yer, simple 
1 nacription. 

It Co~•• felt that it 
wanted to do more, the moat fitting 
meaorial would perhapa be to add the 
wlnga he d~e hoped would be added, 
to the l1brar7 at R7de Part. It it 
goTernaent propert7 eo lt would be 
entirelJ in the hande ot go~rnaent 
in the future. 

Theae two euggeatione are 
merel7 thoughts whloh haft oo .. into 
mJ a1nd in reading JOU!' letter. 

I ehall be aore than glad 
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YiY 11, 1945 . 

Mrs . Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
Hyde Park, New York 

Dear Mrs . Roosevelt: 

I am enclosing three copies of H. R. 
2943, a bill I filed shortly after the passing of our be­
loved President. Tite purpose of t his, you will observe, 
i s t o provide a commission t o consider proposals and form­
ulate plans for an appropriate memorial to your late hus­
band ' s memory. 

under the proposal a commission of 7 
is to be naned, 3 persons to be named by the President, 2 
Senators to be appointed by the President pro tempore of 
the Senate, and 2 meiQbers of the House to be appoint9d by 
the Speaker . 

The r esolution has been referred to 
the Library Committee of the House. I ·have conferred with 
Mr. Donald L. O'Toole, chairman of the Committee, and with 
other members of the House about it. Their feeling coin­
cides with mine in that we must have a fitting memorial 
and that your opinion, as t o the type of the memorial, 
should be the guiding influence in our determination. 

There are pending, as you know, in 
the House and in the Senate, other r esolutions, which 
propose specific types of memorials. MY feeling was 
that we should provide a commission, such as suggested 
in this resolution, to consult with you about the matter 
and also t o take into consideration all the various pro­
posals that have been made. This commission could then 
make its finding known to Congress, and then the IIIIIIIGl"i­
al would be authorized. 

After filing this resolution I re­
ceived may letters and messages from people all over the 
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country, s¢ng thl\t they felt that it should be arranged so 
that the people, not only of this nation but of other countri­

es, could have an opportunity of participating. I am enclos­
ing copies of three letters I have received, which are typi­
cal of the types of mes~ages that came to .1113. I also have 
sever al checks on hand, which I am holding until a decision 
has been made. I am certain that, after the memorial has 
reen decided on am definite plans have been made, people 
will demand that their contributions be accepted to pay the 
cost of this tribute. A plan of appointing a qommiosion to 

consider the proposals would, of course, include proposals 
for a living memorial, lrilich would be active and permanent. 
Personally, I would like to see the collllllittee recommend a 
11 ving !'IEmorial and also a memorial something like the Lin­
coln or Jefferson memorials. 

I am very anxious that we move forward with this 

proposal. I hope that you may iooicate to Mr. 0' Toole, the 
Speaker of the House, and to other appropriate Congressional 
leaders your wishes in this matter. 

Sincerely, 



71mr CONGRESS H R 2943 1ft 811118I0lf • • 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Ann.l8,1945 

Mr. Kl:FAOVER introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Com­
mittee on the Library 

A BILL 
To provide a commission to consider proposals_ and to formulate 

a plan for an appropriate memorial to the late President 

of the United States, Franklin Delano Roosevelt. 

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of R epresenta-

2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
• 

3 That there is hereby established a Franklin Delano Roose-

4 velt Memorial Commission (hereinafter referred to a.s the 

5 "Commission") to be composed of seven members, as 

6 follows: Three persons to be appointed by the President 

7 of the United States, two Members of the Senate to be 

8 appointed by the President pro1 tempore of the Senate, and 

9 two Members ,of the House of Representatives t~ be ap-

10 pointed by the Speaker of the House of Representa.tiv~. 
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79TH OONGBIDSS 
1ST 8z88101f H. R. 2943 

A BILL 
. 

To provide a commission to consider proposals 
und to forn1ulate a plan for an appropriate 
memorial to the late President of the United 
States, Franklin Delano Roosevelt. 

~y Mr. KEFAUVER 

APBu. 18, 1945 
Referred to the Committee on the Library 
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3822 Mission View 

Chattanooga4, Tennessee 
April 19, 1945 

Representatlve Estes Kefauver 
Washing!<>n, D. C. 

Dear ~4r . Kefauver: 

I have read with interest your proposal 
i ntroduced in the House for a permanent memorial to honor our 
late beloved Presi dent . 

I would like t o make a suggestion, that the 
funds for this great work to be contributed by the "People" of 
our country. 

The millions of our people llho loved hilll eo 
much and to whom he f ought for so hard and gave his life . 

I am enclosing uzy- check for $100, 00 as 11\Y 
part t o honor the greatest man the world ha.s ever known. 

Please do not use ~ name publicly in this 
matter end I wish you every success in carrying outyour plan far 
this great wark. 

•-OWW I.a..J.f;r 0 111 '"lnOtCIYH l, 

( liV.U¥1100QY ' J.H'I ... t:P.f'O' 

H O""' l 'toe¥f•• 

Jt; onu• .LC"MJC•n•· 
"'CU.a KEkVn/\E~ 

Most sincerely, 

(Signed) E. N, Land 

mftl~!lllitOII' tr ~· 

~Ott~& 01 Jl&bU~&ll~UC!P'~ 

([OUilt&~~ 0{ fP& §!U{f&~ •ru~&~ 
rtCNttoMN,.,._' ~ftt'!· 

IIOKK~ •• M&YD.\ 
~t:c:ro wrownau:.-&.&o\ll 
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I'UIII UI\'I:J >1 e!n "l!.J 
lll.a.lMM~T .Y.IO flt 

a31B1<& tb1infJ llh lo ~~31nno~ 
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.&:UUM.QT A.OOOM.o\ TT 1\M:t 

V fllAI.aiOU\. t40 li3TTt M M O :I 

.:l .G ,rroturrl~nli!i 

.· 

P. o. Box 101 
Sweetwater, Tennessee 
April 19, 1945 

To Congressman Kefauver 

Dear !~ . Kefauver: 

I am certain that you know, aa do millions o! others , 
that there has never lived, and died a GI'eater and mere loved AJDerican than 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt, and I don1t think it possible t o give t oo aruch 
honor to thi s great departed leader. 

I believe as I am sure m.illioM of his friends do that 
a monUID8nt, or memor ial similar to those of Washington or Lincoln ahould be 
erected there in 11aah1ngton in his honor and that the co111110n people be given 
an opportunity t o contribute money to help pay for the structure. 

I have heRrd others here i n our little tCM'l say th8)" 
t hought this should be done , and I believe it is the general feeling 
thr oughout the nation . 

Respectfully yours, 

(Signed) Rev. Thomaa J . stevens 
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.l> .Gt , t~nlnnlthlnm 

729 E. loth street 
Chattanooga, Tennessee 

TO CO v PESS OF THE UNITED STATES 

Dear Col'lbress : 

As a citizen af the U. S. A., I f eel t hat you 
should pass laws that a memor:S.al pr oject be established in 
Chattanooga in meroory of our beloved Colllll&nder- in-Chief, 
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt; if you l ike you may 
decide t o have it in Washington, D. c. Let it be for the 
benefit of him and the nation asawbole. 

We 1ll never have another leader again like 
1\r . Roosevelt (another Hoees leading his people out of 
trouble t o victory after victory) to head our government. 

Yours truly, 

(Signed) Willi e James Kennedy 
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Jt'e. Fr•'*H n Dilallo llooenwlt 
RJde Park, In Yarlt 
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MI.)' 17, 1945 I' . 
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~s . Eleanor Roosevelt 
Hyde Park, New York 

' ~ l ' . \! \_. t1 

,J' ( I._,· \ f 
1 

, t (' • ,. ,. 

l \ I - • I \ ' \ 
' l~ I & (~ 

~/ . \ ( ,.' ('. t- ~ ~,) ., \ • .'' ~~ { 
' 't' I ~f l•\ t II • 

I very greatly appreciate your letter of l!ay 14th . \ 1\· 1 • 

Dear J.!r s • Roosevelt: 

' \ ... \ 
Tuesdo.y, before .receiving y our letter, I talked with :1r. Ray-\ ' • 

burn and he seemed to be in favor of the resolution which I filed, provided it woullf...' 
not i nterfere with any plans which you or the President had made, or with the 'lftll'k ~ 
of the Committee headed by I.!r. 0 1CoMor . I suggested to him that perhaps !!r . 0 1 Con­
nor•s Committee could be included as port of the joint committee proposed in~ res­
olution. The resolution provided for 3 members to be appointed by the President, 2 
by the Speaker of the,House and 2 by the President pro tempore of the senate. 

I 
upon passage of the resolution, if the President saw fit t o ap­

point ~ . O•Connor, I feel reasonably sure that this Committee would like for him 
to carry on as Chairman of the larce joint 3xecutive-Legislative Committee. After 
the Committee is officially established by Act of Congress and its existence i s 
made kncnm, this will give t.l-te people an opportunity to oake their contributions 
toward a l!lemorial. All of us know that they want this opportunity. 

/'I.! you think well of the idea I would be very glad if you would 
write >tr . 0 ' Toole' and t !r. Rayburn. 

I note that you will be here on June 8th . I would be delighted 
t o have the opportunity of talking 'llith you when you are in i7ashington, if your time 
permits . If a visit would be practical, I would be glad if you would have your Sec­
retary call 11\Y office and I can come to see you at any time that would be convenient 
to you. 

, 
Sincerely, 

I 



l:ottllt'tff of tbe ltnittt1_6tatd 
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Jl'a, llHnar ROCIMftlt 

H:yde Park, lew York 

• • 
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Hoe..c ADGRtaa1 
CHATTAN~A, TCNNE&ICK 

COMNITTtf OH JUOI(.WIY 
$U.ECT COMNlTT'll OH »!All atJSIJrttSI 

~ongrt~~ of tf)e llnittb 6tatt~ 
J#oUie ot l\epret5entatibe• 

IIU1Jington, )8. t:. 

June 12, 1945 

!lrs . Eleanor Roosevelt 
Hyde Park, New York 

Dear !lrs. Roosevelt : 

·-£& ..nAV.O GGNCIIII ... 
~P.L.AIIIOH 

Saturday morning, about 9:30, I called l.lr . l!or­
genthllu• s office to see if it would be convenient for me to visit you. I was 
distressed to learn that you had just left to catch the 10 o 1 clock train. 
Your not e to me said that you would be there the 8th and that I could call 
on you then. Unfortunately, I had an emer gency llW!eting of the Sub-committee 
of which I am Chairman, beginning early Fr iday morning , which I could not leave . 
If I had known, however, that you were going to be in lfashington only one day, 
I would have made arrange!D9nts somehow. 

I am terribly sorry I didn't get to see you to 
discuss t he memorial commission and the memorial to the IIIB1IIOl'Jf of your husband. 
I am continuing to receive letters from people, all over the country, express­
ing a desire to join in mald.ng a memorial possible . It s eems to mB , there­
fore, that the logical course would be the establishmant of a memori al com­
mission to study a!XI make recommendations as ·to the type of memorial and the 
method of allowing i nterested citizens to participate. 

Jlr , O'Toole, Chairman of the House Colllllli.ttee, is 
out of town and I do not know if you made your desire s in the matter known to 
him while you were here. In any event I hope that you will let him and 11111 
know your wishes in the matter. 

Again, let me e xpress DIY la!en disappointment in 
not getting to see you and have a visit with you llhil.e you were here . 

Sincerely, 



' 

., 

J,aae 11, 1M& 

Dear Mr • . letautera · 

I ~nk lt woa14 be well lt aa eoon ae 
the ••ori.al Plannlns Ooe•lttee ha• aet and , organlaecl &ftcl oboeen a ohalr aa, J01Uiaftl Mr. 0 1!olle aet wltb that eh•lf -·· 

I ha•e tal ke4 wl til a D'l lMr ot people beoauee I tblak the 'hlftl oloee•' to ., haabaftcl t 1 hean Val the l&tb.ePllll 'topther of .. ,erial oo•er1J18 Ulla perlo4 of b.11to17 1D the llbral'J at RJ41 Putt, aDIJ aakl• lt a•allable tor hlator.laaa ot the tuwre. 
It le qalt• Vue tha' ao aatbo~ hllki'J oaa ·M ~,,, .. •• the pnaeat ttiie, b1a t. ... able pereon o01ll4 Wl'l te a ooahaporaPJ pNYlew. Ia 401111 eo, be oo1114 ••e wha' Me4ed to lie oolleotecl aD4 how the paper• al1'1&4J la the Ubrarr, aee414 to 'be ~4. It vor24 · be a a•••' aelp to tbe areld.nat ln obara• ani I thlak probeblJ the r:=: tid.~ wtllob wo1114 ba•e latenate4 .., btaa • lble b•ner, la eoaethlq whlob ehou14 'be 4lanaee4 wtth oUlera. 

• 
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' ' . ., KaJ 1&, 194& 

·· l'r~tnklln felt as I do that all 
be wanted a1 a aemor1al ln WashlnRton 
was a greAt stone ln the triangle b7 
the Aroh1Ye s Building whloh wae what 
he VRnted lnsteftd of the Jeffereon 
Ke.or~l. He fe l t lt vas better 1n 
a m&IS1Ye 1tone beoause the greater 
the e1.~plic)tJ the more it would aake 
people think of the person and what 
the person meant than the actual build­
ing, or monument would~ 

He a lso felt that lf nn1 of u~ 
were ooYed to do something 1n the va7 
of a aemor1al, we would do 1t tor people 
who are alive and need help. His 1nter­
eete and the causee for which he fought, 
were so rnanJ, there would neYer be a . 
year, 1t anfoundat1on were established, 
were so~etH1ng could not be f ound where 
help was needed. 

We Will take th1e memorial 
queet1on up when I get a ohanee to come 
out to eee you. 

I do not thlllk, dear I ether, 
t .. .at we haYe reallJ got 011t ot t011ch. 
The other night I vas t1~d and reetle11 
and that doe1 happen aow and then and 
I va• coneo1ous of not being 1n the 
proper ~ood tor human contact. 

Muoh loYe dear 1n whloh YoamJ 
Joins. 
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On the nutura of the Memorial f or f . O.R.I 

This memorandum is a head-on attack on the position of the group {a group 
alwe,ys prominent i n t he discussion of IJZtT kind of memorial to on;y great man, or to 
any great purpose), advocating e "living" memorial. 

"Living memor ial" is only a phrase . 

Will ruzy-bodJf contend that t he Washington Arch and the Lincoln Msorial are 
not "living" because they are thines of static beauty? They~ •'11th vitality 
and permanence, not achievable by human intention only. Throughout ages to come, 
they will be a r smindor and inspiration to millions in the sense that no varie ty 
of "living" memorials that I ca.n think of could possibly be. 

A 11living 11memorial, in the usual conception, tokes tbs form of a\'lards, 
Noble prizes , scholarships, professorships, r esearch funds, endol'lmenta of i deas, 
generally . A memorial of this kind is already erected to f . O. R. in the Na tional 
t' oundation for Inf8Jltile Paralys is, which is a better example of t he 11living" type 
then most othe1· eldsting exampl es. Even this Foundation, however, cannot be 
projected int o the future Tlith any cer tnincy. 

For it is an infallible t ru th tbaL one generation cannot control the ideas of 
t he next , or administer the f r ameYiork that will pr eserve those i deas. But t his 
gener ation can conceive and ue5ign and execute structures of s t one or bronze or 
concrete that •rill preserve in authoritative and imperishable benuty a tillleless 
conception. This is true of t he fle.shington Arch . It is true of the Lincoln Memorial. 
I t is t rue of the Washington !Jonument . 

Roughly speaking, the memory of Washington and Lincoln has been incorporated 
in non living me,orials - t he Washington Monumm t in Wasllingt on, t he Wasllin6ton Arch 
i n NeYI Yorlt City, t he Lincoln llet~orial in Wa shington. These •non- living" memorials 
triumphantly ~· On the other band, the memory of Theodore Roosevelt and 
Yloodrow Wilson have been incor porated in •living" memorials, which, to some of us, 
seem pretty"dead." 

How oa.ny people of the country know, or are aff ected, or are thrilled, by 
Roosevelt House ? How many of the population have been inside i t? -or care about it? 

How """'Y people knoYI, or are moved by the 1'/oodrow Wilson MeJaorial - i.e., tbe 
activiti es of the Foundation that bears his name? !.lost people could not even tell 
you who have r eceived the Woodrow Wilson awards . 

The "livin{: memorial" is 8Jl artLfact - an appealing phrase. But I should 
hat e to see the nature of F.D. R. •s memorial determined by l awunge . Because the 
phrase , "11vill8 memorial" , is appealing, and because it rest s upon a very general 
misconception, ther e will be many people urging upon you the "living memorial" 
· s opposed to the object of pertnBllent, static beauty. Hence these observations for 
whatever t hey may be wor th. 

I propose that the greatest nrtisU; in tbe oountry should brine their 
imagination to bear upon the conception of some definite, artistic structure of 
profound, permanent and authoritative beauty , to be placed somewhere where it will 
be daily r eminding the millions of F.D.R. and of the trend in American life for whioh 
he stands. I t could be located in Washington, the center of his work for so many years, 
or in t he Oity of New York (which, after all , is his city) 1 or it could be placed in 
the Port of New York, where the ships a.nd airplanes from all tbe world rrould ~ 
move by i t, and \fbsre it would test1i'y, for ages to come, to F. O.R. •s interest in 
transl ating the principles of Aa.erican democracy in terms that would affect the 
democracies t hroughout the world . Ls-~ _ , ~, 'f ~6-
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llq 10, 1945· 

Dearest BleeJIOra • 

Moved to aead - for 7ao.r ca:aaideration 1D 

a free 110118Dt - •~ obMrvatiOD& OD •-.orials•. 'ftle" 

are tbonpts set 1D aotiOD 11hlle I wu puai.Dc tbe 

Waab.iDitOD .&rc!a after leavtac 70D 7 .. tudq IIOI"'WWC· 

•all lcrn,r"* 
l.uG.,. 

f"A,..u , .:;, .,.. - f."? • .. ,., 
9 ~,, 
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1 b •• b- thtaJdng enr a'Me I r11d roc 
let.tor e.Dd at tbe a•ea tt·a I haft Md • opJJOI'' Str 
t.o talk ritb Ill'. IIU.~znD 6Dd !ala ueiei.ant, Dr. lixoa, 
at. the llbr .... q at l9de P. rk. 

aiH 
!U7 an bo.IJODI MD wit.b a GMJ iatel"ll' 

1D deftloping the U))rc..rJ to be uet\11 to ~tort•ss 
1n t he rutve, oa1 to tbe pMral ptlblio ... , , ... , 
~ hb.Ye an llatereat in bi&t.GJ7• taw, an, taoauv, 
oonao1oua ot taa. taot. t.bat al.ou tbq are DOt. coila& 
to be able to aohieYe aat.iara~ n•tite. 

1 an woDderJ.Dc whether JOG aad ~ Ill smrW 
Co t ttee a1pt ap •• wit.b • 1D tb'ek1aa \ba\ 
Prankltnla OWD penonal dea1re w&.e to & " tA• DOt. 
oalT pt. bia OWD papera 1n order aDd aooeaa1ble 
at the 1J.bra17 tor Nun biatori••, bat. papen 
ot ot.hen \ba\ wou...a ill..S•t.e t.laia period. . 
8GPI OM or at.ataJ-e, a IIDM of his\OI"J &1111 a~.; ' 
t o t.be lapot\lat MD of tbia clq1 ~ baW \.o do 
thf.a ~ob. ..ld tbe IIIorial 0a 'ttee teel t.ba' 
tbia aipt be a bect••c, do JCN t,htp"1 I Uw p\ 
pail •pe lr. llorriaoa or lal"ft1'4 wbaa I kaww wae w1tla 
h•DkUe fl• the atut. 1D erpntst a \be 1Dtra17, 
ot ~ Jlz•kltp tbd'' Yer.J \'lh\r &ad wlao • • 
a p II\ deal or Wba' fnnJr1Sp drstaz•, eipt ..t 



.ad•nat• to wort ill tbe Ubr&J7, ralf.•ial ot 00111'H, 
t.h--t. oae oaa DOt write the reel labto17 tor -~ 
Jeara, ~ t.Mt. .- IUat write •a• "'BI aoat JDI'aJ7 
aa::l ooUeot. tbe •t.orial tor Mu• lalftoriaMe 

-Mnr people ehould be Mde to Wl'lte their 
put.ioul.ar MeOriee ttlld U t tl• bita ot ll1eto17 wlaiola 
tbt17 helped to aake - ei.llple people •hmld write 
wbat oer\ain t.b1np dUl"i..ll t.be 1Mt \Wlw JMn 
ban ..aut. ill their Una, or \IWa pclod ot laiato17 
will aot be properl.J UDdernood 1D t.be Mve. 

lt ..... t.o .. t.l)at. OM ot t.be pat. ooat.l'ib­
\lt.i•• or the pan t.weln Je&l'a 1• t.hc.t ao MaJ 
people bn• COIIII t.o be ann ot p dl'• at Qll ot 
ita real oblle&tioa to Mke lite wort.b 11~ tor 
the people. 



ROOSEVELT NATIO NA L MEMOitiA L/oMI•IITTEE 

120 BllltOAOWAV -J..,,.... 

Ntw Yo"" e. N. ~. 

~\."'j· ~' 
Dear Eleanor: 

This ia a report to 70u on the first aeet1ng of' tbe 
Roosevelt Matiocalllle110rial. Co..S.ttee, which wu held at the White 
Bouse 7esterdq afternoon at three o 1 clock, and which was presided 
ovar b7 President TruDIIIl . 

Prior to the meeting n complete agenda had been sent to 
each member, 1n tha form enclosed herewith. 

When we cue to N1.111ber 3 on that agenda , the election ot 
officers, Mr. Frederick B. Adaae nominated and Jb'. Jol;m s. Burke 
seconded the following officers, which I had dis~sed with J ... s 
Roosevelt and which I understood were agreeable to biJa and to ,oua 
Honorary Chairllan, Bon. !larr,- S. Tl'WIUIIl; Honoraey President, !Irs. 
Frcnklin D. Roosevelt; Chairman, Basil O'Connor ; Vice Chairmen, Bon. 
George E. Allan, Bon. 'E!enry llorgenthau, Jr., Bon . Frenk c. Walker , 
!{on . Selen Gahagen Douglae; Secretary, Stephen V. Ryan , J ro) Tr ea111rer, 
Hon. Thomas J . Watson. 

At this point, !lr. Bernnrd Baruch introduced a r esolution, 
which was seconded by Adm1ral Leah.T, authorising the Preaideot of' the 
United States to appoint a committee of' five to (a) noJGinate the officers 
ot the Roosevelt National III!Dorial. Collllllittee, (b) anlarp the umberahip 
ot that Committee, (c) stud,- plans for a MIIOriel , (d) cell the next 
meeting of' the National Colllrlttee, (e) report to the Nationnl Colllrlttee 
at that meeting. 

President Truman appointed the following committee: Hon. 
Harry L . Hopkins, Chdrman; Fl eet Admiral William D. Leaey, Hon. Henry 
llorgenthau, Jr. , Bon. Frances Perkins, !!on. !"'rank C. Walker . 

Various suggestions wars advanced as to a possible MIIOrial., 
and the o.eeting adJourned at 3:40 p . m. without considering further the 
iteiiB on the enclosed agenda. 

The affaire ot the RooaeTelt lfationallleJIIOrial. Co=ittee 
are therefore now in the banda of the Hopkin a oollllld t tee . 

Mra. Frenk11n D. Roosevelt 
H7d• Park 
Dutchess Count,., lew Yor k 

Sincerel7 ,.aura, 

~~ 
lJ •. 

I 
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ROOSI!:VI!:I.T NATIONAL MI!:M O RIAI. CO MMITTI!:I!: 

120 8"0AOWAY 

New VOIItK S. N.Y. 

To the Members of the 
Roosevelt National Memorial Comaittee: 

Enclosed herewith is the agenda tor the 
meeting or the Memorial Committee to be held at 
the White House, Washington, D. C., at 3 p.m. on 
Wednesday, September 5, 1945, to which is att ached 
information with respec t to the items of the agenda. 
I hope you will have an opportunity to study this 
information before the meeting. I am certain that 
you will find some ot it interesting. 

I hope I shall not be misunderstood when 
I say to you that this information is sent to you 
in your capacity as a member of the Memorial Com­
mittee and is not to be released tor publication 
in any way whatsoever. 

For identification tor admission to 

The White Rouse please seek entrance at the 
Northwest Gate. 

Sincerely yours, 

~·e ~-·---·~-
Temporary Chairman 



ROOSEVELT NATIONAL MEMORIAL COMMJTI'EE 

• • • • 
Agenda for Meeting, September S, 1945 

• • • • 
1. Present list of members of Memorial Committee as of September 5th, 

1945. (See .A attached.) 
2. Explain reason for forming Memorial Committee and purpoec thereof. 

(See B attached.) 
3. Elect officers of the Memorial Committee. (See C attached.) 
4. Elect Executive Committee of the Memorial Committee. (See D at­

tached.) 
5. Elect a Chairman of the Executive Committee. 
6. Authorize the Executive Committee (through a sub-committee or sub­

committees, if it so elects) to study all proposals made for a national 
m'emorial to President Roosevelt, and to consider said subject itself and 
as a result of said study and consideration and such other studies as it may 
choose to make or have made, to report to the Memorial Committee not 
later than December 31, 1945 what, if any, national memorial or memo­
rials it believes should be created in memory of President Roosevelt. 
(See E attached.) 

7. Authorize and direct the Executive Committee, in case the Memorial 
Committee shall decide that there shall be a national memorial to Presi­
dent Roosevelt, to cause to be organit!=d a non-profit membership cor­
poration under the laws of the State of New York or the District of 
Columbia to carry out the purposes of the Memorial Committee, and 
to cause to be elected as Members and T rustees thereof the members of 
the Memorial Committee; and to cause to be eleCted as the Executive 
Committee of the Board of Trustees thereof the Executive Commit­
tee of the Memorial Committee; and to cause to be elected as officers 
thereof, the officers of the Memorial Committee. (See F attached.) 

8. Report on funds received by the Memorial Committee. (See G attached.) 
9. Report on, and Summary of, suggestions received from members of the 

general public. (See H attached.) 
10. Report on, and Summary of, suggestions received from members of the 

Memori.al Committee. (See I attached.) 
11. Composite Summary of all suggestions received from members of the 

Memorial Committee and the general public. (See ] attached.) 
12. Report on Gallup Poll. (See K attached.) 
13. General discussion on question of Memorial. 
14. Discuss fund-raising in connection with Memorial. (See L attached.) 
15. Adjourn. 

I 
l 
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List of Members of Memorial Committee 
u of September 5, 194' 

Honorary Chairman 
Hon. Harry S. Truman 

Temporary Ch4irmon 
Mr. Baail O'Connor 

Mr. Frederick B. Adanu Hon. David E. Lilienthal 
Hon. George E. Allen Hon. Archibald MacLeiah 
Gen. or the Army Henry H. Arnold, U.S.A. Gen. or the Army George C. Manball, U.S.A. 
Hon. Bernard M. Barueh Mr. Langdon P. Marvin 
Mrs. Mary McLeod Bethune Hon. Leighton McCarthy 
Lt. Comdr. Barry Bingham, U.S.N.R. Vice Admiral RossT. Mcintire, U.S.N. 
Dr. Isaiah Bowman Mrs. Anne O'Hare McCormick 
Prof. Nelson C. Brown Hon. Henry Morgenthau, Jr. 
Dr. Solon J. Buck Comdr. Samuel E. Moruon, U .S.N .R. 
Mr. j ohnS. Burke Mr. Gerald Morgan 
Mr. Cason J. Callaway Hon. Philip Murray 
Mi$S Charlotte Carr Dr. Frederick Newell 
Dr. James B. Conant Hon. Mary T . Norton 
Hon. j<>S"phw Daniels Mr. Basil O'Connor 
Hon. Helen Gahagan Douglaa Rt. Rev. G. Ashton Oldham 
Hon. Stephen Early Dr. Frederick D. Patterson 
Hon. Mark Ethridge Hon. James G. Patton 
Mr. Marshall Field Hon. Frances Perkins 
Hon. Edward J. Flynn Hon. Gifford Pinchot 
Hon. Felix]. Frankfurter Mn.AnnaM. ROieOMrg 
Mr. john Golden Judge Samuel I. Rosenman 
Hon. William Gr«n Mr. Robert E. Sherwood 
Hon. George M. Harrison Mon Rev. Francis J. Spellman 
Hon. Will H. Hays Dean C. Mildred TbomptOn 
Hon. Sidney Hillman Gen. Alexander A. Vandegri&. U.S.M.C. 
Major HenryS. Hooker Hon. Frank C. Walker 
Hon. Harry L. Hopkins Hon. Henry A. Wallace 
Hon. James Lawrence Houghteling Hon. Thomas J. Wauon 
Fleet Admiral Em est J. King, U.S.N. Hon. john G. Winant 
Fleet Admiral William D. Leahy, U.S.N. Rabbi StephenS. Wite 

Mr. Robert W. Woodrulf 
,jh. .~~d'. /~ rr-

! 
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Reasoo For FonnU1g Memorial Committee and Purpose Thereof 

Immediately after Prnident Roooevelt's death innumerable sug· 
SC"tions we,., made all over the country for memoriah to be erected in 

1 
. .,/ 

his memory or created to P"rpttuate his memory. Some action was taken 11~{""" l.f 
in various places to implement some of these suggestions, and the possi· 9) U ¥1 J 
bility of that kind of action increasing seemed very ,.,.1. V -(j, 

At the request of Mrs. Roooevelt, Mr. Basil O'Connor organiud .-1( 
the Roosevdt National Memorial Committee, the p~ry purpose of .1,1} 
which was to consider whether or not the,., should be a national memo-
rial to President Roooevelt and if so, what the natu,., of that national 
memorial should be. The secondary purpose of the Memorial Committee 
was to channel, for the time being at least, all the suggestions that we,., 
being made and to give them such consideration as they seemed to merit. 



c 
Elect ollicert of the M.......W Committee 

Olliccn to be: dccud: 

HonorazyCh•inn.on 

Honorary President 

Chairman 

Four Vic:e-Chainnen 

Seat tory 

Trt'UllrOT 
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Elect Executive Committee of the Memorial Committee 

The Memorial Committee now consists of 62 members. It is obvious 
that a lesser number than that must be selected to consider intensively 
the purposes of the Memorial Committee and to conduct its activities. 
It is suggested, therefore, .that there be elected an Executive Committee 
of the Memorial Committee consisting of not less than five nor more than 
twenty-one, and that at this time there be elected seventeen members of 
the Executive Committee, leaving four vacancies that the Executive 
Committee may fill if it so chooses. 

I 

l 
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Authorize Executive Committee to Study 
and Report oo Proposed Memorial 

It seerru almost necessary to leave, in the fint instance at least, to a 
group smaller than the Memorial Committee the question of determin­
ing what memorial, if any, to President Roosevelt·would be appropriate. 
It is suggested, therefore, that this duty be delegated to the Executive 
Committee with obligation on the Executive Committee to report its recommendations to .the Memorial Committee not later than December 
!1 1, 1945, for action by the Memorial Committee. 

For the intensive study and consideration that will be necessary, 
there seerru to be ample jwtification for authorizing the Executive Com­
mittee in turn to act through a sub-committee or sub-committees that will of coune report to the Executive Committee as a whole. 

To accomplish the foregoing, the following vote is suggested: 
On motion, duly made and seconded, it was 
VOTED: That the Executive Committee of the Memorial Com­

mittee be, and it hereby is, authorized and directed (through a sub­
committee or sub-committees, if it so elects} to study all proposals made for a national memorial to President Roosevelt, and to consider said 
subject itself, and, as a result of said study and consideration, and such 
other studies as it may choose to make or have made, to report to the 
Memorial Committee not later than December !11, 1945, what, if any. 
national memorial or memorials it believes should be created in memory 
of President Roosevelt. 

I 
) 
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Org•nite • Noo-Profi< Membenhip Corpomion 

If it is decided by the ~ftmorial Commtn«: that t.M:re ahould bt a 
tne'morial to Prr:uduu Root.tff:h. thfl1 ic ltftnJ bat lhat the exeaation 
of lhac ckcision be through 1 non·pl'Ofit mernbcnhip c.orponlion. organ· 
ited tmdcr Lhe laws o£ either che State o£ New York or 1 he OUtriC't of 
Columbia, not only to protect th(lll.(' cng-.a.gtd in the act.ivicy, but abo to 
mdt h dear that, at lnsc~c> &r u the F'eckr.al tu: bws now ttand. dona· 
cton; co JUch 211 activity would be d~uctible, 1f tbc- approprbte O.C'mp­
tlon iJ JCCUrui, as 11 i; &Bum~ it can be-. 

Upon th e inoorponacion or such an Org<tniution, i ts mcmbc:n would 
conJi.tt of the- mecmbtnollht ~lemorial Committee, its Board ol.Tnutttt 
would coruisc. of the: m<":mbtn of the Manorial Commiuce. irs o&ictn 
would be Lbe a.me" the otfJCers or the Memorial Commhttt and fUI). 
plant them, and lhc £x«utive Com mincc o r the Board or TnJat«"& of 
the corporation would be the ume aJ the Executive Gommiuce of t.hc 
.Mcmoru.l Commitu:e and supplanc lhat commiu ee.. Upon che orpnt. 
z:ation ol the corporation. the po"en and ducib of tM mcmkn. officr:n 
and Exccuti,·e Commiuec or che Mtmorial Comm iutt would be tn.n .. 
!erred co tl~e mcn1bcn. Board or T ru.stets. off.ocrs and .Extcucive Cotn· 
miu« rttpectivt'ly or the corporation. 

To protect <he onuation. then: hat alrndy been organ ired, under 
the m~mbe1'5h.ipcorpon1ioru bwsor 1he State or New York The fnnk.lin 
0 . Roosevelt Memorial Found31ion, Inc., which luu been recorded In 
the Distr-ict o f Colu mb ia. thw p~rving the availability ol lhat name 
in the DiJ;cria of Columbi.a. 

To accompli•h the foregoing, the foJiowing ''Ole is suggo:t.rd: 
O n motion, duly ma.de and t«<ndcd, h w:u 

VOTED: That in c:uc <he: Memorial Commiuee •holl decide <Jut 
a.hc:re .hall be: a national tneiDOfialto Praidoe:nc ROOIC'\"e.lt. the Exccuth'C 
Commiutt be, and ic he~by b. authorized and directed. co CIUK tO be 
organilcd a non·pl'of'it rntmbenhip corpontion under th.e laWJ or the 
State or New York or the Oi.nrict or Columbia l O carry OU.l the purpot.e~ 

1 



F(contlnued) 

of s.:aid Memorial Committet. and tO QliJe to be: dtct~ tu the initial 
membut and T rwtro thneof, t.br membcn of the Monori.al Commie· 
tee: and to cause to~ t.lmcd u the- imtial Ex«uti•re Committee of the 
B4»rd of Trustrcs r.bCTC'Ol'. the bccuth·e Commiu~ of the Manori.JJ 
Commiuee: and to cau.te to be elected as the initial offian chtreo( the: 
offittn or the MtmoriJI Committee, it being und.entood that upon saJd 
c1ccdonJ. the m(/Dben. Board of Tru.u~ Executive Committee and 
offi«rs of .aid corpontion slull supplant the mc:mbtts. the Extcutive 
Committee and tbr offiun of the Memorial Commiuce. tbt powen and 
duciaolthe monbc:n.. E.xtcuti\~Coouniu«andol6ccnof the Mrmorial 
(;ommhtee bc:ing thereupon tnnsferrcd to t.he mcmben. Board of 
Trustcu, Ex«utivc Commillec and officcn or L_be ,s;ajd corpot;~,tion, 
resp«tively: and in the diJcrction of Lhc: Extcuti\.'e Couuniuee of the 
Memorial Committee tb.eexi1dngcorponti.on lnownas The fo'ntnklin D. 
ROOK\·ch Mtmol'ial Founcbtion. Int. may be uciliud to Cln'J' out the 
pu.rpotc of this \'Ott. 

I . 
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Ropon on fuods Reuivcd by <he M-w Commiuee 

The Mt:morial Comm1U~ hu fttth·td and is holding in a .-pcri.al 
account che tum of $!,528.0... 

Up tO August 2?, I!J.4$ lhere was rc«ived u contribudom but ncx 
lor memorial purpooo (<x<<pt to th< <J<t<nt o( $191.50) by the Georgia 
Warm Spriop Founcl.nion. $S8,893.71 : and by the National t'ounclation 
(or Infantile PanaiJ>is. $8.58$.01. 
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· Summary of Suggestions Made by General Public 

Approximately 480 letten were received &om the general public 
containing 372 suggestions: 

Suggestion No. % 
1. Monuments . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 86 23 

2. Holiday - National . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66 18 

3. Medical . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65 18 

4. Educational . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 58 15 

5. Miscellaneous . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42 II 

6. Currency - Stamps, etc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40 II 

7. Peace - International . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 4 

Totals ........... . 372 100 
= 

,J 



H (continued) 

Suggesti0111 Made by General Public 

1. Moouments No. Total ---Similar to those of Wuhington and Lincoln ... . 21 
Statue (at variow locations) .... ..... ..... . 20 
Mt. Rwhmore head ...................... . 11 
Memorial building .... ...... ............ . 5 
Peace building .......... ... ............. . 2 
Shrine (similar to Mt. Vernon): 

Hyde Parlt ..................... . ..... . 8 
Georgia Wann Springs .............•.... 5 

Peace monument .. ...................... . 2 
Arch .. ....................... .... ..... . 2 
Small busts of FOR (to be sold) ............ . 2 
Stadium ...... . ........................ . 2 
Liberty bell ......... . . ... ....... .... ... . 2 
Eternal light ............................ . I 
Church ............... .... .........•.... I 
Cross ....... . .......................... . I 
Airdrome in each ocean .. . ....... •. .• ..... I 
FDR·s bust in Hall of Fame ... ....... .. . . . . I 
Giant redwood tree 

2. Holiday- Natiooa.l 
January 50th . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . • . • . . . 56 
April 12th . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 

3. Medical 
Medical research foundation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14 

(Includes arthritis, cancer, hypeneosion, 
heart disease and cerebral hemorrhage) 

86 

66 

% 

25 

18 



&IIHI J of 4 IAHII 

H (continued) No. Total _& 
lniaotile paralysis foundations and infantile 

paralysis hospitals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45 
(Includes a World Foundation with a Georgia 
Warm Springs in every nation of the world) 

Veterans' hospital . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Research-hospital . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • . . . . 2 

Hospital for sick and maimed ... , • . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Clinic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . I 

4. Educational 

Economic research foundation dedicated to free· 
dom from want and freedom from fear; racial 
relations; international thinking, etc. . . . . . . 5 

Radio foundation for broadcasting music free 
from advenising . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

University . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17 
(This indude,s a university at Hyde Park. with 
an international faculty; one containing all 
seats of learning; international universities of 
various types; a college for all races and creeds; 
an institution to propagate correct thinking; 
un.iversities dedicated to peace and justice; 
international ethical and political schools; 
etc.) 

Scholarships . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 
(This includes those to servicemen and their 

sons, those of a national nature and those of an 
international nature.) 

Universal trade school (Willow Run plant 
could be utilized) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I 

An assoc.iation of study clubs in all the universi· 
ties of the world . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

FDR Library to be a national shrine where 
people can go and study . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

An international library containing writings in 
all languages on peace and its problems . . . . . l 

65 18 
I 
} 



H (continued) No. Total % 
A series of libnries located in principal cities to 

contain papen of FDR and boob of the great-
est economi$u, philoeop!Kn, etc. . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Record album of FOR's speeches . . . . . . . . . . . 9 
Book of FOR's speeches . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
Book of FOR'a life . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . !I 
Book of memorial tributes to FOR . . . . . . . . . . !I 

Film of FDR's life . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

'· Miscellaneous 

6. Currency and Stamps 
Likeness of FOR on a bill, coin, bond or stamp 

7. Peace - InternAtional 
San Francilco conference to be made into a per­

manent FOR parliament of nations . . . . . . . • 5 

'"IDbitat for world organization in U.S.. . . . . . . . 4 
J ~'Little White House" in every nation as a 

meeting place for diplomats to dedicate their 
work to peace . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

A "Good Neighbor Policy House" dedicated to 
the cause of friendship among peoples. . . . . . 1 

A peace park in every community . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

FOR's memorial should be in some field of inter· 
nationalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I 

Plant a tree in every school yard in the world and 
explain FOR's good will' policies to the stu· 
dents . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I 

Help destitute countries by selling a lapel button 

58 15 

42 11 

40 11 

of FOR's latest photograph . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I 15 4 

Totals ............ !172 100 
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Summary of Suggestioos Made by Members of the 
Memorial Colllllllttee 

Of the 62 memben of the Memorial Committee who were asked to 
submit their suggestions, 25 complied with the request and submitted 
a total of 44 suggestions. 

Suggestion No. ~ 

l. Educational .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 2!1 52 

2. Monuments . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 20 

!1. Medical . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 16 

4. Peace - International . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 5 

5. Park. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 2.!1 

6. Recreational Genter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 2.!1 

7. Forest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 2.4 

Totals...... . . . . . 44 100.0 .... 

I 
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Slo ... I Of 1 •lw•U 

I (contintu:d) 

Suggestioos .Made by .Members of .Memorial Committee 

1. Educatioo 

Foundation or college to perpetuate toeial in· 
terests of President Roosevelt . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 

Scholarship fund for exchange of studenu be· 
tween nations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Good neighborfoundation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Foundation for development of natural re-
sources . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

A West Point for training public servants. . . . . . 1 

A Franklin D. Roosevelt Center . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Further development of the FDR Library. . . . . 4 

Put FDR"s papers in order and extend FDR 
Library to howe them . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Enable National Film Library of Library of 
Congress to make its own resourcet widely 
available . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I 2g 52 

2. Mooumeots 

Similar to those of Washington and Lincoln 
(Suggested, but second to some other memo-
rial) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 8 

Similar to those of Washington and Lincoln, 
pos.sibly at Arlington . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I 

3. Medical 

Research Laboratory at Hyde Park . . . . . . . . . . I 

Extend work of Georgia Warm Springs Foun-
dation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I 

9 20 



l (conlin••d) 

funha -~ of N&tional Fouoclation lor ln­
bntilc Panl)'lob as a puouncnt memorW . . 3 

Fou.ncbtion ror m.a.ny purposes in addillon to 
belptng hand lapp«! •• • ... •.• •... •• • ... 

lnstilution It w . rm Springs dedicated to bn­
djappcd and to furthering the iludy of in~ 
bntilc par:liJib ..................... .. 

4. P<oa: - ln....,.tional 

Habitat (or world orpnizat.loo , , .•. , ... • .. 

' · FDRPatk ............. .. ..... .. ..... .. .. .. 

6.. FOR Recreational Cea-cu at Pine MOUift:t&i.ra. 
Georgia ••. .. •••• . •••. .•.. •. . •• .• •• ... •• • 

7. A Forcsut Hyde Pllk 

7 16 

2 

2.S 

2.S 

2.4 

44 100.0 -

1 

-, 



J 
Composite Summary of Major Suggestions 

of the 
General Public and Mernbets of the Memorial Committee 

Memorial General 
Suggestion Committee Public Total % -1. Monuments .. ... . . ... . 9 86 95 25 

2. Educational .. ......... 2~ 58 81 22 

~. Medical . .. .. ... . . .. . . 7 65 72 20 

4. Holiday-National • • • • • 0 66 66 19 

5. Currency-Stamps • • • • • 0 40 40 10 

6. Peace- International • • • 2 15 17 4 - - -
Totals .. ...... 41 ~~0 ~71 100 - = === - = -
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Report on the Gallup Poll 

The attached copy of a letter from Dr. George Gallup, Director of 
the American Institute of Public Opinion, dated June 26, 1945, indicates 
that in the minds of the people Roosevelt stood for: 

1 .. Th " . e common man . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

2. Internationalism ................................... . 

S. Infantile Paralysis .................. . ...... . ........ . 

4. Various ........................................... . 

5. War wder .. . . . ..................... ... ............ . 

64% 

16% 

8% 

9% 

S% 

100% 



AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF 
PUBLIC OPINION 

Dr. Geor .. Oollup 
DII'MMr 

Mr. Basil O'Connor 
120 Broadway 
New York, New York 

Dear Mr. O'Connor: 

110 hot Gael Shwt 
New Yort. N. Y. 

Here are the figures which I gave to you over the 
telephone. These results come trom a national cross-section 
including, ot course, persons trom all groups and income 
levels. 

We asked two questions: •What does Roosevelt mean 
to you?• and •What, in your mind, does Roosevelt stand tor?• 
Both versions brought almost exactly the same responses. 

1. By tar the greatest number answered that he was a 
•triend ot the poor•; •Roosevelt was tor the common 
man•; he was a •great humanitarian•; he •tought to 
improve the lot ot the poor•; •a triend ot labor•; eta. 

Four times as many gave a response which fitted into this 
general category as fitted into the next category. 

2. Roosevelt was •a great international leader•; he •stood 
tor world peace•; tor •internationalism•. Twice as many 
~ell in this category as the next. · 

3. He was a •leader in the tight against infantile paral­
ysis•; •be gave lite and hope to crippled kids•. 

4. He •saved our country trom 
a •great wartime leader•. 
about 3~ ot all answers. 

aggressors abroad•; he was 
In this last category tell 

These 4 categories embrace about 9~ ot all speoitio 
replies on the favorable side. 

Sincerely yours, 

/S/ GEORGE GALLUP 
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Fund Raising in Connection With a Memorial 

Between now and Aprill2, 1946 the following are some of the rna jor 
fund raising drives to be held: 

·1. United Jewish Appeal, September 1945 

2. National War Fund, October 1945 

3. Hon. Alfred E. Smith, National Drive, October-November I, 
1945 

4. Victory Bonds, October-November, 1945 

5. March of Dimes, January 15-30, 1946 

6. Red Cross War Fund Drive, March 1946 

7. Sale of Easter Seals for Crippled Children, April 15-21, 1946 

In addition to the foregoing there are innumerable lopti Commu­
nity Chest drives, most of which will take place between now and the first 
of January, 1946. 

In view of the drives already scheduled to occupy the field between 
now and April 12, 1946, the· anniversary of the President's death, and 
because of the time necessary to prepare for a fund-raising drive, if the 
Memorial Committee decides that there is to be a national memorial, 
it is suggested that any such drive open on April 1, 1946 and continue 
to April 15, 1946. 

If it is decided to have a national memorial and to raise funds for 
it, the dates during which those funds will be raised in 1946 should be 
announced as soon as possible. 



... 
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VAL-KILL COTTAGES 
HYDE PARK, DUTC HESS COUNTY 

NEW YORK 

July 25, 1945 

My dear Nrs. Voorhorst: 

I was interested in looking 
over your plan tor a memorial to my 
husband but my opinion would not bear 
any weight as the matter is to be 
decided upon by the Franklin D. Roosevelt 
Memorial Committee. 

I am returning your enclosures 
and can only suggest that you bring them 
to the attention ot that committee at 
120 Broadway, New York, New Y0 rk. 

Very sincerely yours, 

£~ (J.-U..#JV e"fl. ._ .. ~ (J t 
/)A (/)- / -



~. lleJli'Y. !Jar(;ontheu, J'r •, 
boocury llopi.M:cont, 
I':O.Shinr,ton, D . r . 

"'cOl' :Jr • : larr,ent boUI 

Yo.;r ·1011(; o:-aoo1c.Uon uith Fnu>l:Un n. F.ooenolt u olOH 
& iend 9Jld noSghbcr and u Cl)oCICII'I:eP i n olvio lilld Nftlonal 
Ai'fob'e t:rO:upta DD t o plaoo be!'on :you n OO'>pNbeMlw plan 
t o hcmolr hu 1:'111"\017 thJ'outh the ONotion aDd operat11111 of a 
Tompl e of Soi'Vioe. 

Thill plan hu boen 1nit1o.tod by oot r i ot1c c1 U ·-erw \'lho feol 
t hot no better tribute can be pdd to the late.• Prel1dont fill 
t he u · 1 ted Gtn to a or .t.J:r r1oa aDd CCII:nlllder-lD-Chiet o!' oar 
IU'Illlld t aroee t ban t o ce.rry t'OJ'WU'd the tJPO ot ecrnoe to 
t:m!kind m ioh he ao efi'ooti vely eponaorode 

Boliov1111; thnt IUoh o. l lamGrial will ..t with pner&l towr 
lllld that you .S.ll ~eire t o oooporate 1n i ta !'ru1Uon I • 
e xtond1nr; t o you, 1n behnlJ' of thD arlginatan fill thll ~ 
r.llll'lt, L'l inv1tot1on t o IICI"ftt U one of & MlaoWcJ lilt ef 
oi t1aGM a. a ClvlJ'tor :·*"lber el tba .kwl'loan lJicar1a1 Fgapedl•...,.,_ 
t11111 with o. vlw to NOIU'i ag a C~eioaal a.rtere aBd t o 
M1on trcn tholr 1'1UJ11hor a Ob&lftan &Dd ~ ... BOI!ri to 
our y 1111 t bo \'IOrk of the FOID!atiaa. 

'i'bG e:noloeuree berevi th are Hlt-explanllt01'1• A.rrz further 
lni'armat i on you !'laY cleeire w.1 11 be Ja"Gillptl)' euppliede 

Ella lOIIIJ'ea 1 

Very truly )'OIIJ'I 

Dll'eet• flit PllbUa •tau aa. 
AMrlceu ~ PGilnd ation 



l:h-• lJD.:r r y llopk i no 
c/ o .• hi t o llou"a , 
l'!'co hi !~('ton , • r. . 

Dear :.t:r . !Jopldllll 1 

July 21, 10<!6. 

.Ao one or the multi t'.1do w.o ml!f t i ded over o. wry r raw 
eoor genoy by enploynont on t he staff of t he Hiatoricol roseo.ro~ 
Surwy, unc"r Dr . Lu-:-hor • F.ve.ns, I roe.lizo t:hat i t ceatUI t o 
ho·1o ouch opoo•· tuni t ieo nva1le.ble , 

l. i th tho t hou ht i n !:li nd or m-ovidill{; opportunities f or qtbera 
one! at the saoo tina t rain i nr, l ocders in oivio and welfa r e no:rk 
to COI"I'Y on indll f i •.i t ely tbe ch~:reoter of t"ork initiated by t he l a t co 
J>rosi dont Roosevel t and s o abl y directed ~y you, 1 havo covelop:~d 
o. plan !'or o. To11' to of Cervice o.o outlined i n the oncloauroe h<'r~t t h. 

nli G pl c n TI<l'll d !lOt only nrovido IWltion-oP.ide oppor t uni t i e S and a dvcr.tage& 
hut n o ld ao r vo as a t r i bute to the Uecory of our lote Preoidont mto wne 
o.to or the {! re o.tc•st h\1!!\Bnito.rinr.a the r:orld has ever Jo.or:n. 

I £hall bo vary glad t o recei vo froq ~rou &n oxpr r; c · on of' yo,· r opin , on 
nG to the host ::let rlod oi' !>lnci~+ · i:: ?10.'". Lc !'o::-o t ho public and i n­
v5t i ng cooper ation i n Hs develoP! ent. It haa occurred t o me t hat 
close person&! f riends ol Preoi dent 11ooac i\.H: \if,ht m • h to j oin i n 
nnpl yl n.; f or a Cor--ereoeional Ch OJ'tel' and serve u e. Foo.r d of .Uvbera 
in .ilo <ievelop:10ni: of thia or DOCII o'lber •!emo:ri&l i n nbich t he public 
n i Ght have nn opportuni ty t o parii cipote, r nther th&n loaw it to 
C'J'll70GS i ono 1 Aotior. to provide a £'1 'I: tint memorial. 

It is r umored that over fifty bills htlve nlr endy bee~ t ntrooaco!l in 
Coyroso prcr; idinp or •·he n'pin£-.o!"• o" Co-:ll:;si n~ and ot:>rropriation 
of fundo to develop plana f or a :t~eoor l al. PerhaPII 1!' a plan o:r1Ginnt cd l'lf 
citizens, i f' sponsored i n ":h:l r i Ght ::IC.i .n.:tl', !l!l:;h'l. foreetall the con­
oi doro.tion of these vnr i oua billa a t a oonaiderablo savi ng ot time 
::- "' expense. Or, perhap• tba aponaora of the vorio" u bills llri t;ht oo 
ttilli n&; to jo,i n in sponuoring 01111 bi ll providing f or tho purchue or 
f:i1o ;~ ro•>O oed cito l'or t he Templo of Serdoe, a nd gha tho pabUo an 
opportunity to aponoor tb9 'erectio~ and o~r~t1on of th~ Tc~pln or Gervioe • 

.ln:· Oa'TlBnts lf?\' .... .-y havo t o offer will ':e dr epl y appr e?is'tr.>c . 

Youre ' ery trul y 

Director of Public n~letiona 
.Aocricnn •.enorlal Foun atioa 



OBJEC~IVEa 

PROPOSED JIEII)JUAL PAR!t AJm TDIPLE OF S!RVICE 
eoo-1110rating the Servioea of 

FRA!IItLIN DEUJ!O ROOSEVELT 
and of the 

FOUNDERS , BUI LDERS AND DEPENDERS OF AMERica 

To po.y tribute to t he late Pro.nlcUn Delano Roosevelt and oury forward t he 
t ypo ot service rendered by him and by the Foundero, Baildere and Defender• 
of Amerio&J to portray, preoerTo and perpetuate the hictory, trodition and 
folk-lore , culture 0 nd induetry of America and to footer the apirit of demoor aoy 
and freedom llhi ch oonat itute '!'liE .AI.IERI CAJl WAY OF LIF'!I 

To arouse and encourage Ameroo o.ne of thio and futuro genorati one to fall in 111111 
be.hind our Flag and uphold the basic freedcmo of the World~ Freedom of Speech, 
Freedom from Want, Freedomafrom Fear, Freedom of Worahip - and to lceep otep with 
the conti nual FO!l1ARD IIARCH OF AMERICA.. 

To ostablioh and m&intain a Memorial Park in which to erect a Temple of Servioe, 
L~morial Monument e , a Memorial Bouoing Unit and ouoh ot her atructurea aa may be 
required to effect ivel y carry on tho work of the American Memor i al Foundati on. 

SITEa 

The site se lected for t he Memori al Park with ita Temple of Service and other unite 
is 1n t he heart of the Nil, tionla Capital - a lite re plete with verdure, inoluding 
m&ny mighty monarohe of t he priaav&l foroat. 

TE!.IPLE OF SERVI CEa 

Archi t ecturnl p lana for the Temple of Service provico t or an exterior of pure 
white marble ?li th collonadee rimoing t he prada on two aide• and with lll&rbl• a tepa 
l eading down f rom the stage end of tho building int o the llomorial Park whore 
rustic seata wi ll afford comfortable reating place• for thoae l i atening to tho outdoor 
concert a: and to th.e electrical tranacriptiona rel ayed from within. Deoigns fol" 
at a i ned gl aaa windowa, representing each Stat e i n the Uni on, will be pi"ovided by 
out s t anding artists of the reapoctiva State& who will &lao have t he opportunity 
to design and execute gi atorio murala, baa relief and sculpture. 

In t he i nterior of the Temple of Service a large auditoriwo will be oupPl81118nted 
by conference halls, exhibi t rooma, reading roome, audition ohamber• , library and 
l ounge. Equipment 11'111 inolude lasteot impr oved lighting and aound effeote, 
compl ete electr i cal transcription f acilities, dl"eaoing rooms and all modern 
conveniences . Fac i lit iee 11'111 be available f or both opil"itual &lid aeoulo.r 
services t hat t end to footer spi r i tual and de mocr atic i deal•• 

lm.!ORIAL IIOliUl!&liTS I 

Distribut ed throughout t ho grounda 111:11 be moiJIIII18nta and atatuea dep i cting vo.rioua perloc 
peri ode of .l:merioan hietor y and noted indiTidu&la . Chief .,.ong the 11101l\Z8nta will be 
a massive oquare pillar, each of ita facea ahowing ·~ .. peoi&l prognu . O&pping 
jhie pillar a group ot four angela represent the Four Freedoaa. 

llEMORIAL HOUSI NG UUl T a 

Provioion will be Dade for otudanta in training tor le&der ahip in ohio &ffaiN, 
including reoearoh re1atilll: to worl d nente wi th a Yiaw to preaentillg pqeuta aDd 
ot her entertai~J~~enta • the will help to d&Telop Ood- r;inn t&lenta, rer;o.rdl .. a ot &&6• 
oolor , raoe or oreed. 



P•r lfiiiN._•1o r~rOOu« lnlllot4 "r ~ A I H•Atu. 
IIIH111IMIII l;l!IU4llll, Waalllfii'OII , D C. 

TEMPLE HEIGHTS- WASHINGTON , 0. C. 





Copy of' Aoaooint o d Prose ItetU 

SCULJ'TOR JJO&S " POUR F~;EI>rn$" 

A'l SUOOF.O'i'IQ;f Oi' PiXSillEII! 

ny tho A.lapoia t ed lT.2..'!.!!.!. 

'l'bo 'Your ~odoma hovo '.>eon aoul ptl.ll'ed ~>t !Yoaidlmt Roosevel t ' 1 •ucceatlon. . 
ly ionl tor Ruaooll, llcm · orl: lllrtbt, ~>nd plane nre undo r -y to aer.d repUcae to 
all Allled ltnti,.,ne ant: to public plnce11 i n lnrcor U!:i t ed States c1 t i e1o 

!II' , lluusoll aaid tho deaicn l'lodol hod been OCII!Ipleted 1n llcm York nnd· that 
~~t~all ropU cne i n bronze or mnrlJlo nould be aont to l'ha1d<'Dt lloocavcl t Ttithin 
tho mxt au or oicht moka f or ohiyamt to Al U e d oountri .. , Tho~G r.nde lator 
!'or diat ribut ion i n the United lltntoe 'l'lill bo of' stone or pl M tillle 

Tho OO<!Ol c!epicta four wir.ged r1YG\Jl"'8 - fret dllr!l frOD m'.nt, fl'oodcr.! f ron feU" 1 

frcodcx:! or cpoooh and fl'oodCX"l or '(' l~on. 

J, s ito Trill '•o soUGht in Hneh1nrton or n lnruo ctotue , Pri vate f'inanoing haa 
been o.rran··cd tho aaul ptor ce.ld, but detlli.lo '!Or e !'lot die cl eo od, 

I n a stntollO'lt ho ani d ma authorized by tho Pros1dcnt , Ur, tu.rcell eaid 
Ur , nooaovolt "all&"oatec!. t hat, thronr,h the nod1Utl of tho ert8, r h.r granter 
nUI'lbor of poopla ·oul d !Je brou ht to u· derct ond the concept ot the four floeedCIU, 
llo aug oat e d e. eoul pturnl conC'ept o.nd exprened tho 1r.aa that four az~Plll m th 
upre.illed proteotinr, m.nce, t'e.o1.nt; the f o 11r point s of tho co <paao , wo•il d be hie 
oonoopt1o~ or a 'l'l'Ol'l d l)'tllbole• -------
Stot ornont authorised by l'reoident Roo1evc l t t 

( Th11 U"Or dint; authorir.e d by the Pre a S.de nt 
cult not be cbanr;ed - adl!ed to - or out,) 

HCAT 'l'I!E !'OUR FIW":M'lS AI!E If!'l'O !lSIJrG 

Hhile e. s ueat of t he Prollident at lf1de Park oa ~t M oont! l o.n 
tho Proddont eur,ceated that t l'm'ouch the mcultma of the arts o. !'I.J' gre~~~ er 
mlmbor of people could fie broual\t to un•'oret ond the oonoeP' or the 
Four Freodaoe, He eugce1ted a aultural concept and the die oOa1l an conte re4 
on tho bulo l clea f or the oreotS.on of • u.oh o 1ymbol. 

In the final llno'-1wla he expoo1...S the idea that ffNI ft}lpla wUh 
uprobod pzooteotinc wl~Wet t'all1r!G the t fNI point a of the oo ·pu• , would 
bo h11 o-ption of a _.ld ·~ 

'.i.'be outoome of thil dieouella nnlted Ia the enetlon or tho dedp IIOC!el. 
J'G'jlliou of wbioh are - be~...S. f etr dlatribution ~t the WetrW. 
A \1""nt7 root IIIOdel la n. 1IDdh ~ t o be N&d7 r.. - 11.111{; !IT the 81111 f/1 lMie 

------
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