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OIRECTOR OF THE MINT 

WASHtNGTON 

October )0 , 1945 · 

!~y de<:~ r Mr &. Roo1:1evel t: 

NelliP Tayloe Ro&a , the Di r ect-or of the ~int , prior to 
her departure for the western mint ins titu tions , instructed me 
to hcve the fi r st Rooeevelt tnll!norial medlil ;,;old-plated and J>re
aentod to you as her personal 'gi ft . 

~r. 1obn R. Si nnock , Chief En6~ver at the Philadelphia 
Mi nt , gi ves t he following description of t he rever~e deoign of 
t he medal: 

"1. seated f i gure , draped, with bead b011ed , r epre
IJent G the sorrowin,; Nation und t:J. l the h\llllb.L race, 
fier ri~llt bend is extended in t oe ect of dropp1ng 
e wre~> th upon W&ters upon which o shi p , syn.bol l zing 
the spirit of the lat e Presiden t, B~> il ~> into t he 
dist ant mist s of t ho horizon, end in her left band 
i s the palm br~>nch of mourning . Th e i nscription 
o t t he top , FOR COUNTRY k!fD Htn.WUTY, i s intended 
to indicat e his l obors for t he benefit of t he op
pres~ed of ell mankind , I n the left fiel d are the 
da tes of ineugul'btiona ; in the right b~ckground 
ar e rows or crosses , sisni fying t hat he , al so , vrea 
a war ca sualty. Below t hi s is the date of dea t h , 
In t he lower l eft field i s e s tump of an olive 
tree from which new l eaves ar e sprcutins , repre
senting the dawn of a new eru of peace; in t he 
exergue , IN .l.ll!l!ORliJt ," 

Mr s . Franklin D. Roo11evel t 1 

Hyde Park, New York, 

Very truly yours , 

/~ 
"in t . 
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