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I refer to previous aurrnjmlu" and to your perapaoal
representations in regard to the proposed Jewish eettlement io the Eaast |
Eimberleye, and particularly to the desire of your League -

LDear Dr. Steinberg,

(a] to despatoh to the Kimberleys an expert Commission |
for & more careful investigation of the area and
for preparation of the plans and financial estimates;
and

(b) to obtain an mssurance by the Commonweal th Government
that - upon issuence of a eatiefactory report by such
& Commiseion - & Jewish settlement of refugees could
be established.

As previocuely intimated, the Government sympathises with
the serious plight of your people in Europe and fully appreciates the |
motives of your League in submitting proposals for the establishment of
& Jewish eettlement in the Kimberleys.

After mature consideration of all the oiroums tances whish
had %o be taken into mccount, however, the Goverament is unable to see
its way to depart from the J.lu;g uhhiuhﬂ. poliocy in regard to alien
eettlements in Austraelia and therefore cannct entertain the proposal for
& group settlemeat of the exolusive type contemplated by the Freeland
League. y

Youre sincerely; !
Signed: Joha Curtin.

Dr. I. Steinberg,

Freeland League of America for Jewlsh Bolonization,
1619 Broadway, Suite 701,

NEW _YORK, U.S.A. !




o tﬂu Rt. Hono. John Curtin

Please reply to; 444, aﬁml ll"lk:'lﬁt.
2 New York Oity, N.Y.
: Ootober 7th,1944.

Prime Minister of Aus tﬂiil -
FParliament House,
Canberra, Australis.

Dear Mr, Curtin,

I heve recently received your letter of July lGth, 1944,
end wish to scknowlefige ite contents with reference to the proposed
Jewish Settlement in the East Kimberleys. While appreciating the friend-
ly tone of the letter in general, I cannct oonceAl from you the surprise
and disappointment of the "Freeland League” I_.t your statement that:-

"the Government is unable to see its way to depart from
the long established polioy in regard to alien settle-
meats in Australia and therefore cannot entertain the
propoeel for & group settlement of the exclusive type
cootemplated by the Freeland League."”

May I be permitted to point n.ut that the Jewish Settlement
we have in mind was never intended to change in prineiple t he long es-
tablished immigraticn policy of Australia as generally umderstood. The
objection of the Bustralian people to "alien settlementa” seems to have
been based on two fundamental reesohs: one external and the other iater-
nal.

Externally, & settlement of uﬂnr.ll.! of another State
usuelly aroused the fear of some dusl allegiance of the settlers, par-
ticulerly if behind them stood a State with expansipnist ambitions.

Immigrants from such States might become "political™ settlers who could i

ereate B minority prl.:l:].- within the Commoowesal th.

Internally there was the apprehension lest an [ aliea
tettlement separate itself from the body politic amd economic of the v
country at large; mlum' seperaticn sndangering the ocohesion of the I
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ralien people. X
It 18 the oontention of the "Freeland League" that a
Jewish Settlement anywhere in Aus tralis should not be included in the
category of alien settlements to whish the aboveslisted objeotions ocan

be epplied. Externally it is & fundamental truth that the Jewish mi-
grants will come from many opuntries in Europe and will ﬁn‘n no one
State behind them to whioh they would owe allegisnce. When settling in
Australis their only loyalty will beleong to the country that has given
them refuge - & fact that has been proven throughout the entire history
of the Jewish people. ; ,

Interoally the Jewish Settlement is not conceived as some
enclave among the Australiean people with separate interests of its owm,
but &8 & living wpace for Jewlsh colonization, economisally and politie-
ally fitted inte the general framework of the country &s & whole. In
peopling and developing one of Australia's empty epaces, in ildentifying
themselves with the future of their edopted country, the Jewish settlers
would &dd to the echesion and strength of the pecple of Australia.

We are strengthened in this analysis of the situation by
the knowledge that the greater part of publie opinion in Australis, inelu-
ding the Australiasien Council of Trade Unions, s well as two Siate
Governments have indicated their willingness to see such & settlement
built within their boundaries. The Oovernment of Western Australia has
gesveral timee during the past few years |xprnu_d. their interest and the
Prenier of Tasmanis has informed me of the seme in a letter of April 5th,
1944, ;

Your Goverament has fregueatly stgted during the pufynr
thuet Australie muet inerease her population on a large soale in the short-
est possible time. Apart from the traditional ways of inoreasing & pop-
ulation, one of the most effeotive methods to mccomplish this aim is by

& system of planned coleonization. Solentifie investigations, promted by
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war, have shown that areas ;rﬂiu;ulr cons idered uninhabitable can be
suseessfully colonized, but best by group settlement and on community
lines. Grutlar produstivity in all spheres ocan be achieved if the sett-
lere - confronted with the hardehip of ploneering in & virgin eountry =
live in & comrunity of people bound by their religious heritage and the
memory of common suffering. This is Hu. reason why the beat resulte for
the country and for themselves would arise if Jewish migrants were per-
mitted to build & settlement in regions like the Kimberleye or elsewhere
in puetralia, It is taken for granted that, though the settlement would
be built up by Jewish labour, eapltal I.M..\H:I.i!'ﬂ'. it would by no means
bear an exclusive character.

The Jewish people, after the agonies they have lived th.ruu.ciL
during the years of the war in the sdce of the liberation of humanity,
are entitled to consideration of their needs for rehabilitation. We :
appreciete your expression of the Government's sympathy with the serious
plight of our people in Europe, and we believe that it is an additional
argument for & sympathetic reconsideration of tﬁn "Freeland League"™ pro-
possl. ;

Therefore, I respectfully renew the suggestion made to you
in my letter of February 12th, 1944, that in the meantime an Expert Com-
mission under the direction of Dr. Isaiah Bowman (President of John
Hopkine University and mbmber of President Roosevelt's Council for Post-
war Problems) be dispatoched to the areas in view for further inveatiga-
tion. 1t i to be olmarly understood that the work of such & Commission
would in no way commit the Commonweslth Government. It is intended thus
to seve precious time at this periocd of general postway planning.

Bincerely yours,

Dr. I. N.'Steinberg. s
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