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b BARNDOLPH HABON
GORDON KHOX BELL
SJAMES D OUCHTERLONET
JOHMN BTUANT DUDLEY
BICHARD J TURE, J"
ECWARD W CAMEROMN, JN,
EDWARD E WATTS, JH Jm‘ 13] 1945 .
BAVID FELLY

ELMER J HOARE

EARLE J STARKEY
HARFY & LEIOH

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt,
New York World Telegram,
125 Barclay Street,

New York, N. X.

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

I am enclosing herewith a copy of my letter of
today's date to Mr. David Lawrence commenting on his article in last
night's Sun entitled "Communistic Propagandizing Seen a Source of

Friction Between Allies", As you probably know, Mr. Lawrence quoted
at length from your recent column.

1 am also enclosing herewith the coples of the en-

closures mentioned in my letter to Mr. Lawrence which are self ex-
planatory.

- The basic question is the one outlined in my letter
of today's date to Mr. Hugh Fulton. As I said to Mr. Lawrence, I wish
that you also could give your best to the solution of that question.
Certainly it is a vital one to all Americans, particularly those with
boys in the Service. Also, I cannot think of a greater service which
you could render than to carry on at this time, and on this general sub-
Ject, the international work which your distinguished husband led.

With great respect, I am
Bincerely,

Clzn. C P

Enclosures
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Dear Mr. Lawrences e it .
IR A s have sent you soae memos from time to time hoping that |
you 4 be imterested 1n scoe of the ts therein res i
able, if yeu of them,; to Murther thelir nocomplishment i
hnnu--& large d‘-_m- resders, emeng vhoa I am . 1
ons. Te ny' wimed do 06t besn ‘s bave impressed you ruch., Possibly i
O S e I S |
ey g it ‘artiole in yesterday's Bew York Bun. It .
ties in w-!ihf ‘work whieh 'l oy beeri urging 'r:rr stron i
with sources very olsse to the = of our Oovernent. 1
w“ ‘m of oy oo of ay 3rd on

‘alsb a g ‘Trom the New York Tritune of
#ih waieh shows shat the Geversssns did,  Although nany others may have |
suggesied the beme’ s X .l.nﬂau al the seme linecs 2@ 1
the pelisy al ¥ ‘L‘wf" ‘K am think that st least {
e l
i.“ j
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subject.

A3, In your srticie cof June lith, you guoted at lenygth from
Urs. Housevell's rocuont neticle, I mn sending Ues. Bocsevelt a copy of
thids lettor for bwr iluicraatlon as well.

ﬂlﬂﬂﬁl’.
(Bigned) Clinton C, Svan -

Enclosures
CCBibK

P.E. In other words, ea I see it, two of the most important things

tiat could Le done at this time in connection with the Jap situation
ares 51} to urge upon our Oovernment that they interpret "Unconditional
furrender® as mlminw our minimum necessary nuﬂm'nh ectives, re-
lying on the new Uni ations organizetion to ultima cbtain tie
balance of cur objectives, and that the Ja,.enese people Le told that by
the broadest propagandaj and (Z) that the Chinese National Government,
the Chinese Comuunists, fussia, and right thinking Japanese, possiitly
represented by the Japznese kmsncipation League, be urged te cooperate

a§ soon ns po:silble so as to present a unil front.

I know nothing about the J,PyE.L., or the Jspanese Americon Commlt-
tee for Democracy other than what I have read in ir Eamphht. Possilly
tiere 1s & stronger Jupaiese Americon group to "head up? J 88 Ccoopera-
tion or, of course, it is possible that there is such a radical elezent
i the J.P,E.L., that soms would tuink it advisable (o stesr clear entirely
of that organizatiom, ; 4 3

Even if the J.P.L.L. 1s a leftist nrt:tlnt..tm (shich I susyect, but
do not know), its avowed policy, as stated its » t, 1s cert:
one that even a nonbeliever in &uu‘nu- could subseribe to. On ite pdvis-
ory Board are Albert Einstein, Pearl Buck and Bi Franois J,. dcConnell
also &t least tuwo other clergymen, and Congressmen I'r. Aflam Clayten Pﬂuﬂi,
dr., wilch latter group I unow uaf.hmu abcut.

A2 Prine Minister Church declared in a public sddress .len fmiscia
entered the war — he did not retract cne lota anything that Le und pre- '
viously soid about Russia end Communism, tut that he welconed Russian-
cooperation in tha war, { !

P.P.B, I am 2lso enclosing & copy of my mewo of Moy 3lst on the same |
ganeral subject, : |

e ' |
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Bent out May 3rd, 1945.

If I were President, I would write (with

R TR SR

similar lines, to Hirchito:

I am addressing you as the head of a nation which
was a great nation and, I hope, will again be a great
nation. Germany is out, completely beaten. It was mani-
fest months ago that Germany was completely beaten but,
in spite of the fact that there could be no other result,
the cruel and sadistic leaders of Germany forced their
people to continue resistance with the result that many
thousands of people lost their lives thereafter, many of
Germany's cities were reduced to rubble, and millions of
people suffered terribly. During that time (the last few
weeks) that these German leaders continued this senseless
resistance, Germany, as a nation, probably incurred greater
111 will and loss of caste in the opinion of the other
nations of the world than at any similar period of time (a
few weeks) in Germany's history. In a few weeks they have
thrown away senselessly what will take years, possibly
generations, to recovar.

Japan is now faced with an exactly similar posi-
tion. The result of the war 1s inevitable. Japan 1s
beaten. If you, as the leader of the Japanese natlon,
want your subjects killed in useless battle, your citles
reduced to rubble, and your entire population to suffer as
a result thereof, that apparently is within your power to
decree. BSuch a course is senseless and, with the example
before you of what happened to Germany in loss of life,

property and caste with the nations of the world, it is hard

to understand how any intelligent person or group could
make such a decision.

The terms of surrender cannot be changed; they
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are still, and will continue to remain, "Unconditional
Burrender®, (n the other hand, unconditional surrender
does not mean that the Japanese nation is to be crucified
or its productive power reduced to rubble. I, as the
President of the United Btates, and any other right think-
ing person of the United Nations, look forward to the
time when the Japanese nation and people will resume their
place among the family of nmations in accordance with the
traditions of many of the great Japanese pecple who have
already gone on. (One or two of the great leaders of
Japan in the past might here be specifically mentioned).
Although the result 1s inevitable, as a human
being I cannot let this opportunity go by without appealing
to you personally as the leader of a once great nation to
join with me in ending this Ii;hlilill slaughter and destruc-
tion.

Bincerely,

If the above letter could be "doctored up® by some-
one familiar with the Japanese psychology, with which I ap-
preclate I am not familiar, which would offer some possibll-
ity for them to "Save face", without lessening at all the
terms of unconditional surrender, it should be so done.

Possibly at the same time that such a letter 1s being
sent to n.{rmto through diplomatic chamnels (Russia and
other neutral powers), it could be given to the press and
broadcast by leaflets and radio over the home islands of
Japan. In any event, it would show whether the Emperor has
power or is in the complete control of the military. Although
its primary purpose is not to drive a wedge between the
Emperor and the military, it might be effective in some !
way in doing that, if it didn't have & better result.
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ORIGINAL RETIRED FOR PI

Bugh Fulton, Esq.,
S0 nuuur-d-r Plaza,
New York, N. 1,

Dear l_r. mm‘

- \ I have just received this morning, end send you herewith
a pamphlet of the Japanese hz}i'l Basncipation Leéeague. I =m slso send-
ing the ar.l!lnn letter from Japanese American Com—ittee for lemocracy
da May 3lst which came to & friend of mine in the Nationnl City DBank
wvho sent it to mej aleso a copy of letter dated June 7th to the letn
which explains how I got the t. 1 would a{puuht- our returning
the letter from the Committee da Z21st as it is my only ccopy, »nd
it 1s important to me as it shows the list of officers ~nd sponscrs.

Although the pamphlet.looks very s it 1= very ersy
reading; and I found I could go through it ¢uite fully in less th n ~» half
hour. i have maried some of the more rtant pagsages, in case you just
want to read those. The article Ken 'hknmf s which appenrs on
I:;- 7 through page 10 of the pamphlet secmed to me particularly interest-

g v 3

1 tried to check a little the officers and thoese cf the
sponsors I did not inow about but, s yet, have had no really relishl
reaction about those individuals. 1 tf:!.nh t is clear that there ip a
definite Commmis$ flsvor to the movement and, as I do not telieve in
Comrunisa in sny way, shape or form, that par{ of it does not interest me,
On the other hand, as the article a mentioned by Nori points out, they
are for a minimsum prograa in s of getting the support of 2ll
right n.&n in Japsn. Therefore, from what I know to date, out-
side of reserving right to Communism, I believe I coul® support
100% the pro they sre.asdveca s vith the exception that I believe
our minismm # should include not only demilitarization of Jspan, btut
desobilisation of sny war industries and, at least, control snd supervisio
of the Japanese nation for a period of years until ve itno» there is no
danger of a fature flare-up. :

g The more I » the shole problem, the more I am convinced
that there 18 & definite conflict Detwecn the eztreme militarists in our
own country sho want to crush Japan completely end, amon; those, I include
forser Ambassedor Grew and Admiral Halsey, both cof whi¢h ren I admire very

i

‘mueh. The oppoaing group, in vhich I believe, would seck to end the war  _

L
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as socn as our minioum military cbjecti are obtained, but would in-
terpret unconditicnal surrender to me lete Mutnﬂuunn of
Japan suntmt of their war crininils, complete sithdrawal frou all
accuple territory, incluéing ancturis, Formosa and Eores) coaplote de- -
mobili:.ation of ir wor paking machine, the poli of Japan until

s 8afe governzent was elected by tne people, and t represacitztives
of tLhe United Nations in Japan constantly ianspecting to sake sure that
such industri 'l plants sa ¥y are dllowed to have are not be sade
av.ilable for use sulwersively for any future war material, I tolieve
that in adlition to tue above we wust cert inly trust the new United
iations org.ni.ntica to Le abley to sccoaplish 2 at deal in the future,
Terefore, I wiuld ilize to see tie nar termina A8 scon as those min-
i.un otjectives can Le c<italned, .and I weuld like to see the Japsuese

liaﬁur:ljnld hat gromptly by «ur Government.
;uu

nay keep mwmu él long as you vish, but shenever

you are through «ith it, ra have ycu tarow 1t asay, I would ipe

pruclate your returning it to ue, : :
Sincerely, -

(81gned) Clinton C., Swan -
Inclosures :

CofslK
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Hugh Fulton, Beq., E
20 nuenrnli-r Placa, °

New York, N. X. - ~
Dear Mr. Pultont : . '

In thinking over my letter to you of yesterday I feel
that I expressed, not too well, the most importint part of that letter.
I therefore would like you to subatitute the foilowving for the next to
the last paragraph of my letter:

The more 1 study the whole problem, the more I rm con=-
vinced that there is a definite division of opinion, not only in Covern-
ment circles, but also smong tie people generally, as to just vthat this
country'ts B&?lq should be and is, so far as Japan 1is umrmrnad‘ nd also

Just t conditional Burrender® means, HNost of our “earcer"™ sclédiers,
and many other mh in o'r contry, seem to want to po the
limit and to ¢ Jnpan. of them t to 1218 and regret-

fully say that we have gone to Perlin at that time. That is not a
sound argumeéent as, of ecurse, the failure »fter 1518 was not due to the

- militsry situation tut due to the failure of the Lesge nd of this country

to lufpﬂ the m and sabsequent failures by France and Great Brit=in

== all of thea s which I hope this country spd the United Nations :
vill not gpake again. Another argument of this group is summed up in the i
phrage which I think Admiral Halsey colned to the genernl effect that it :
might be better for our om c¢hildren if we nade & quuttmnu but it rould

be worse for our grandchildren. There, sgain, I don't nk that stete-

ment is pound, as even Af we made a 'qu!uk peece now cert=inly I am not in

, u;r 'I‘:I advoeating & pesce which doesn't insure 2ll our minium milit-ry
objec

ves with a very good chance that su uent vork cf the United
Nations organization, end the rigat thinking Japanese pecple themsgelves,
vill accomplish the rest of our objectives for us: I think th+t "eareer”
militarists are apt to think of war ss the most certain vy, parti-
cularly efter a nation has been forced into it; to obtain the ebjectives.
I ean undersiand trained militarists t‘lt way, but don't agree with
them, Likewiss, I sm inclined to think that former Ambassador Crew may
have had such a biSter experience, by reasson of the Jspanese situatien, !
that he has & mc‘ to fesl that the harshest milit=ry trestment i
will accomplish our objectives. There al I admire both Admirsl |
Halsey and former Aabasseador Grev very luoﬁ, nevertheless I feel thnt they |
are not eati ‘Sdisinterested witnesses"”, The opposing in shieh =
I bellieve sesk to end the war as soon as ocur minimum hq‘m !
Jectives ::- obtained, tut would interpret umconditional surrender mesn
anly couplete demiliterisation of .13!-, punishaent of their wor criminsls, -
territory, including Manchuris, d
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Formosa and Korea} complete demobilization of their war aling machine,
the policing of Japen until a gafe government was elected by the

people, and resident representatives of the United Naticns in Jrpn con-
stantly inspecting to make sure that such industri=l pl=nts o tliey -re
allowed to have are not being made avallable for use subversively for
any future war materisl. 1 believe tihat in ad’ition to the nhove ve
must certainly trust the new United Natione crganization to 'e =lle to
accomplish a great deal in the future. Therefore, 1 vwould like to see
the war terminated as soon as those minimum ubju%hn cm be cbtrined,
and I would like to see the Japanese leaders and people told that prempt-
ly by our Government.

Even as to the shoment of their war eri-inzls 1 rvevld mod-
ify that somewhat as a military objective by isolating :r exil-
ing the top P00 or 300 of them and accept the assurance of such - ew
government eas is formed in Japsn along democratic lines (vhich vould heve
to be satisfactory to our Covernment &nd Great Britain before militrry
supervision of Jnpsn was relaxed at all) would themselves proserute =nd
punish thelir rwvn war crininalse. '

In other words, I think there is a confliet as to this bncie
policy of our GCovernment. Yhether it has been decided 'y cur Government
or not, I do not kmow, Certainly, so far as I lp'ov, the jublic has not
been told. I think the public, and the enemy, shﬂvid bo told the mini-
mum terms we will accept, and glm sooner that ip done, the better, in my
opinion. It looks as if this involves the whole qunhon of Communism and
Russia. From the ;lllhllt of the J.P.E.L. 1t 18 quite clear that th-t
particular group of Japahese Americsns, wvho claim to have dene =0 much,
have been working primérily with the Chinese Commmists. ' Have we not h-d
the same problem to face from the begimming of ovr apsceiaticn vith Russie
in this war? David Lawrence in The Bun of Fl“!‘ﬂ"l’ (June 1¥th) -uotes
at length from an article by Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt, =nd then DImvid
Lawrence goes on to conclude his article, as follows:

"The vhole subject wns trented by Prime Minister Churchill in
a public address vhen Russia entered the war =g-inst Germa y.
He declared that he did not retract one 1ota of what he had
irﬂil:mll; #21d snd felt about Communism tut that he neverthe-
ess welcomed Russian cooperation in the war. The same thing
can be sald nov sbout the peace. Commmism is not reg~rided by
the vast majority of the American le as a desirable form
of government for us or for our ne re but this has ncthing
to do with the right of the Fussimn Covernment to maintain
commnistic forms in governing the Russisn people.

The big question ~ark is as to the propagsndizing of countries
- near Russis by the co mmists. Vith America demonstrating tant
1% is poseible for a democratic courntry to be on friendly terms
with & coommist country, it-mnould peem that the example could
be followed in Burope. inothlr of stating the Arericsn
concept is to declare that the Uni Btates does not think
it is necessary for security of Ruseia for ier to impose
Commmiss upon any of her nel rs and subject them to



HO |

Bugh Pulton, Esy, _ = 6-13-45

Moscow influence and that in the long run pesce will be tetter
constructed if each nation figures cut for itself what form of

governuent and wiat social or economic philosophy 1t cares to
utilize in its cvn domain,"

Sinu-r.ir.
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