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HOIL¥A¥ESIEd HOd OFHILIE INKIDIHO

. Dear hlnlm

Novembor 13, 1548

Mre, Ulich brought me mr letter and plan. 1 -

. thigk it 1s & most imteresting one and I shall
L talk ‘4t over with scme of the nrgulnttm in
- thll ﬂﬂntﬂ. L

'Y could mot, of course, hlli anything mhu -

some group would take 1t up amd ocarry through
your suggestione. If they do, I think something
worth while may come of it, .

‘1 vealize the responsibility of women ip this -

country to help those Inthe other nations of

 the world, ami to work with then in the yoars

to oocme, .1 hope we can creats in our womenm, -
a sense that they wish to be of usse,

Very sincersly yours,




krs. Eleanor Roosevelt,
Washintem, D.C.
UeBuks

Dear krs. Roosevelt)

The idea behind the writing of this letter is an effort to creats
a lasting opinien for peace.

However desirable a lasting pemce may be in our time, the proapects
do not meem very bright. The motion for an enduring pesce must set its
aim several gemsrations mhead, = a fo tion for future pesce must be
laid by cur gemsration.

A paoifist movement, invelwing total or part disarsament is mot a
satisfactory solution, because what we want to keep, we must also be
who

able to defend.

How is the time to realire this thought, while the le world is
#o deeply shaken by the herrors it has experienced and is still experi-
have

enoing.

The shances for & susosasful realization of sush & thought
never before been so freat as they are at present, With the aid of
radio prastically every individual can now be reachsd and perscmally
influensed. The press is the other powerful faster. If previcusly
the propagandas of hate and revengs could pervade whols nations, surely
it should alse b possible to instil the opposite feelings through the
snme mediums, .

The impulse has to come from the Allied Nations.

The aotion must originate with someone, to whom both the governments
and the people are willing to listem.

The realization muwt be acoomplished through the cooperatiom of
the governments of all countries and alsc sponsored by them.

It 1s suggested that this be mchieved in the following way:

A soopsration oommittes im appointed in each country, imeluding
representatives from emch and every naticmal organization. The universal
participation of all organisations, regardless of purposs, will enforoe
responaibllity for the satisfastory realiszation of the plan.




The moet devastating war known to history has just come to amn
end, at least in Europe, and we must all try to go back to our :
peacetime tasks. The wounde inflicted by the war will not heal
and the scars will perhaps never disappear. It is easy to understand
the hate and the desire for revenge which fills all those who through
the war have been persecuted, assaulted and degraded, and who have
perhaps lost their families and belongings. This must be understocd,
but at the same time everything humanly possible must be dome to
prevent a repetition of such unepeakable migery. The world must
realize that it is for the present generation to make sacrifices if
we want to be sure that our children and our children’s children
shall not have to go through en even more disastrous war.

There are no chances of creating better conditions in this
world if the start is not made from within, inside the pecple them-
selves. There must be a change in man’s heart.

If you want to bring out the positive in people, you will have
to meet your fellow creatures in a positive way. The struggle be-
tween good and evil goes on everywhere in life, within the people
themselves, and in all connections, important as well as thlt;_
We realize, however, that in our time evil has got the upper hand. k
This has ledd to & terrible war, and the actual extent of the destruc.
tion wrought by this war cannot even be perceived yet. Sinoe we l.'ﬂ
confident that deep down in everyone there is a will to be good, we
must seize on this and try to bring about a reform in their whole
attitude, Just as it has previously been fashionable to be @ ramk,
cynical realist, it must now become the fashion to be a mtﬂn. i
good realist. It is possible t6 stand with both feet on the sart:
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and yet have a positive attitude toward life and its problems., If
there were & possibility of engaging the entire press of the world te
sssist in a propaganda for a more positive attitude towards lifl;
a drive would certainly be supported by, for example, every physician,
who can testify to the fact that human beings feel better both physi-
cally and mentally when being positive than when being negative. It
is of great importance, however, that this spirit, which will permeate
the new era, be launched from the right quarters. It must come from
an suthoritative source, recognized by the whole world. Also it must
come from an authority emong the victors, because it is the viotors
who cen be generous. Mr. Churchill himself has said that they must
not forget why this war against Naziism was begun. I*l:. is for the
present rulers of the world to emsure that the eternal vicious circle
of injustice, hate and vengeance is broken once and for all. Those
who in the war have had to make the greatest personal sacrifices will .
perhaps be the ones most willing to add to those other sagcrifices the |
great one of forgoing revenge and feeling no hate, in order that the
coming generstion or generations shall not have to experience such i 3
horrors as the world has suffered the laet few years. With people ]
practically everywhere so severely hit by the consequences of the war,
we think there must be a good soil for the growing of & new spirit.

To be eble to live on at all, one has tﬁ belisve in the poseibility 1 :
for improvement in mankind. Ome has to believe, even contrary to

1

one’s own knowledge, because by being positive in your faith you b
out 'll:hu positive in those surrounding you. If only this new spirit
is not limited in its scope by being launched by some exclusively
Chrietian, chureh, ‘political or similar circumsoribed quarters, we
believe that it may be carried out into the world and reach ¢
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The practical means of accomplishing this goal must of course be

subject for discussion. The fundamental idea must be, however, that *

every human being has a right to live on earth. The best plan would
perhaps be to view the problem from an economic-geographical stand-
point. So much has been talked and written about the reconstruction
work after the war, but just as importent as food, clothes and that
which ie called the necessities of life, if not etill more important,
ig to find a mode of life which will give people faith in their
existence.

We wish to emphsesize that the drive for the new spirit must be
launched from the right quarters. It must come from an authority to
whom everybody is willing to listen - & personality. The personal
impresesion and contact can be achieved through the means of the radio.
As a matter of fact, never before have such means existed for reaching
all people, as newspapers and radio, the first real great rilﬂ‘ll‘;lll in |
our fight for peace. Both the daily and the weekly papers, however,
often represent private economic interests, which they must taeke care
of. But just as govermments, during the war, have been able to
influence and even control the press of the respective countries, &
soclution of this problem lhuuld l.l.l;‘.l be poseible.

In order to gain the greatest poseible following for this idea
of improving human relationships, it is suggested that a large
cooperation committee be formed in each country, including one re-
presenative from each orgamization, regardless of purpose, existing E
the country. Since in most countries every citizen usually belonge
one or perhaps several organizations or associations, it might be

&

expected that the cooperation committee thus suggested would have the
broadest possible anchorage with the mass of the pecple. The co '
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contact with an international federation committee and ite executive
board. The chairman of the executive board of each country will be
one of the members of the government, l.'l;.ll, by making this office high
in rank, it will aleo be & desirable ome. In this way the respective
governments will be directly responsible for and comnected with the
peace organization. This influence muet be brought to bear in faver
of the safeguarding of a lasting peace - at the conference tables.
To achieve the desired result, propaganda and enlightenment are
necessary. Boundaries will be opened so that all can be reached by
the pame propaganda, and it would be & very good thing if it were I
poseible to materialize the idea of an insetitute where youth from all
parts of the world could gather to study the economic interests and
geographical poesibilities of all ptnrplru and countries in the world,
and the premisses necessary ff:r a peaceful development to the benefit
of all.

It is not merely a Utopian scheme to imagine a development into
& world where there will be lasting peace among all peoples. In
communities, where law and justice have been permitted to prevail,
peace between citizens has been made safe. We have only %o go back a
few hundred years in time to find blood revenge the gemerally accepted
and natural solution of disputes between families. Just as law now
secures peace between citigens within the different nations, it must
be poseible also to create respect for justice im international re-
lations. 3 | ..,L

0f all the efforte towards & lasting peace made after the last
war, such as the forming of the League of Nationa, which in some
nm:n.'m‘l'.:‘d.lvfr resulted in disarmament or reduction in armaments, none has
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sucesded in reaching the desired goal. ) Surely the world has now




learned that what we want to keep we must also be able to defend. A
blu-eyed pacifism has certainly no chances of enlisting any great
number of supporters. Before recommending the abolishment of military
forces there must be certainty of a safe future in peace. Inltpnd of
again organizing peace amsscciations and peace leagues we must this
time try to bring ambout the long wished-for lasting peace by starting
at the right end: within the individuals themselves. With a watchword
spread to everybody, that the thing to do today is to show the new
spirit - that it is now the fashion to be a good positive realist,
there is perhaps a poseibility to release the world from the agony in
which 1t ie now writhing.

We must never give up hope that we shall succeed in creating
better conditions, but we must remember that it is on_the people
themsalves and on their attitude towards the problems that it depends

whether or not we shall succeed.
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