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Mra. Franklin D. Roosevelt LR
The White Houss :
Washington, D. C.

My dear Mra. Rocaevelt:

The Committee on World Order of the Unitarian
Laymen's League has prepared a plan to ald in achleving
international peace and has submitted 1t to Rev. Stephen H.
Fritchman, the Editor of the Christian Register, for
publication.

It happens that Mr. Fritchman 1s to attend a
press conference at the White House this next Tuesday. At
hie suggestion we are sending the plan to you in the hope
that you might find time to discusas the proposals with him
while he 1s in Washington. Eoth Mr. Fritclman and our
committee would appreclate any comments you cared to make
about the valldity of this plan.

Mr. Fritehman will communicate with your secretary
on Meondaey to learn whether such a conference 1s posasible.

Very truly yours,

Bt o ealanr i ts

FBF:B
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THE PARTICIPATION OF THE FEOPLE IN WORLD ORDER

—_——

Thils s a plan to asslst in achieving permanent peace
by making the fullest possible use of moral force and the people's
will for peaca.

There shall be ineorporated in the Dumbarton Oaks plan,
by preamble, a simple statement of its undarlying purpose; namely,
that the natlions party thereto for themselves and for all peace-
loving states which may at any time join with them shall perman-
ently unite to‘pruaarvﬁ international law and order founded upon
Justice and & respect for human rights and fundamental frasdoms.
Such nations shall commit themselves end their people unalterably
for all time to settle thelir disputes by peaceful means.

Such a preamble shall be purposely deslighed to be under-
stood by everyone In the civilized world, Thereforse, it must be a
simple, unequivocal deelarstion.

The substance of thls preamble, slresdy interwoven in
thé text of the Dumbarton Oaks plan, shall, by being separately
stated, proclalm the principles for which the United Natlons have
been struggling, end the objectives which will command thes people's
solld and effective support. The preamble will embody and conati-
tute the people's treaty of peace. The other articles in the
Dumberton Oaks plan will provide the detalled machinery for scarrying

out the operation of the peaceful settlemsnt of problems which

heretofore have bred or ended in recourse to war,
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The original scceptence of the preamble will not, however,
assure 1lts continulng effectivensss for sll future time. Since the
years must not be allowed to erase the promise of the preamble,
there shall be inaugurated an international holiday. This shall be
known as Feace Day and shall be set apart to mark significantly the
day each year when men all over the world pledge and repledge that
thers shall be contlnous peace on sarth. The almple pledge of
peace 1n the preamble shall never be invoked per se to solve a
specific controversy nor can it pretend to have the power to elimi-
nate the perplexing difficultieas of economic and other disorders.
Its strength will 1ie in the moral force engendered by such a re-
dedication.

The adoption of a charter by the United Nations will, orf
course, be celebrated throughout the rarticipating nationa, and in
cne particular clty or town with the personal presence of Fresidents,
fiulers, and Kings. On thls day of enmctment, which should be the
firat Peace Day hollday under this plan, the proposed preamble will

have & apecial slgnificance as the pecple's treaty of peace. Unlike

the compllicated and technical provislions of the entires charter, the
preamble willl be understood by the common man and will be embraced
and endorsed by all the people.

Thereafter, on this same day each year there shall be a
rodedication to and a reaffirmation of thas underlying purpose of
the United Natlions. There shall be a repetition of mll the solam-
nity and celebration of the first adoption of the chartar. Each
year & different country in the ever growing family of United Nations
shall be chosen for the principal scens of radedication, and the

recurring splendor and solemnity of the first ceremonial will imbue
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the pecple's treaty of peace with a validity and force which ro

avant should be able to shake or destroy.

To avold a falde rellance on this pageantry as a substitute
for practical measures in the conduct of International relations, a
clear dlatinctlon must always be malntained between the dedication
to principles and the concurrent and esqually Important operation of
the peace machinery. To avold the deterioration of this annual
carsmonial into a mere formality, all the resources of modern commu=-
nication and modern education shall be invoked to retaln the people's
vnity and determination of purpose to maintain the peace.

This observance will bte a reavowal for purposes of inter-
national morale and not a legal re-enactment. Thus 1t wlll not ralse
the 1ssue Iin each country annually as to whather ita adherence to
the charter should be continued. This simple non-controverslal
plan will for the flrat time in history make 1t posalble to utilize
fully tha moral foree in men and in natlons -- the only hope for a
laating peace.

In amplification of acme of the detalla the following may
be noted:

There 1s an immediate need for a concept and promlise

of peaace which can be grasped by men and women and aven
children which will be unshaken by the complexities of
boundary disputes, ethiical considerations, and political
and sconcmlc necessitles. We cennot escape such perplexi-
ties, but the cynlclam which they engender can be met and
controlled 1f the people of the world can annually rededi-
cate themselves to peace.

Celebration of Peace Day will not be complete nor
will 1t be encugh without the setual reavowal of the
preamble eliminating war. Treaty enactment and treaty
re-anactment 1a the solemn amct of high offlcials which |

thelr nations are bound. It 1s essential that partieci-
pating nations continue officially to promise peace to
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ene another and to thelr own people., At the same time,
by the celebration of Peace Day, men and women all over
the world, gathered in thelr churchea, assocclations,

and families will have the opportunity to promise one
ancther across the boundaries of natlon, race, and creed
that they, the people, have falth in each other and will
keep the peace,.

The nation and eity or town chosen for the nrincipal
place of reavowal should be selected sdvisedly. Ferhaps
1t will be the capitol of & nation which has entered into
participation under the Dumbarton Oaks plan during the
preceding year. Perhaps, the cholice wlll ba mads to wal-
coma a country which has been alow to joln the peace-
loving states. FPerhaps, the cholee will be made to
remind a member nation which 1s plagued by strife, eco-
nomle disaster or unscund government that 1t may not
secede or rescrt to war.

In any event, the elty or town of principal
calabration shall always be vislted for the ceremony by
the presldents, rulers, and kings of all participating
netions. Hepresentation shall neaver, except for moat
compalling persconal reasons, be delegated to under-
diplomats, and ascretaries. Ships of war, whether by
gea or Alr, can convoy the vialting rulers to the place
of prineipal celebration. Each year of reavowal will
lend greater significance to the use of such ships of
war for this errand of peace.

Throughout the nations adhering to this plan,
elaborate participation in the celebration of Paace Day
shall be planned. Local rulers shall exchange visits
and courtesiea. ZEvery use of modern channels of commu-
nication and travel shall be expleoited. Tha great
atrength of religion, famlly, and school, which has
navar before bean marshalled for such & purpose, shall
be focussed each year to re-enforce peace through the
expedient of a simple repetition of the promise of peacs.

Natlons adhering to the Dumbarton Oaks plan for
United Nations at peace, will change their lesdership
or form of govermment or the complexion of political
party as years go on. The yearly reavowal of the pre-
amble will mean that each succeeding party or ruler in
power will make this sacred promise rather than merely
inheriting it. Reavowal and the celebration by the
people will insure continued adherence to the pledge
againat war and for the peaceful solution of international
problems,
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There will be critical years which teat the
ablility of men to find security in peace, divided ms
they ara by raece, color, cresd, and esochomle necesalty.
feavowal and reiteration of & pledge for peace will
provide & sustained opportunity for experimentation
which no doubt will ba visited with mang discouragemantsa
and failures. Justice will not always be done the firat
time, but the opportunity for a second chance and yet
another and another will be affordec.

There are three prinelpal arguments in faver of the
adoption of the plan hereln suggesated.

Treatiesa are nothing but promises, and history
ahows that natliona break or lgnore treaties when the
pressurs of expedlency seems to lesave no other course.
In the past there has seemsad to be no way to re-snforce
auch promlses, particularly the promises entared into by
the great powers. The plan here proposed offers a
maans to re-enforce A promise for permanant peace by
vtllizing moral force and public opinion over the years. |

Rulers who conclude that war is the only way under
g given circumstance to achieve security or Justice,
and even rulers who are willing to resort to war for
evil gain, must always be able to marshall publlc opln-
ion in favor of war. Sometimes this ia done with more
or lesa spontanelty; other times by long and calculated
aducation. To inaure peace thars must be a sustained
and unshaken will in the people for peace and for some
solutlion other than war. The plen here proposed tenda
to help engender and tofocus such a wlll for peaces, to
keep 1t allve, continually to educate new generations
to the same ldeal, and effectively to prevent the
developmant of publiec opinion in the direction of war.

The world haa learned that the machinery set up
at the end of a great war to solve the international
problems of the preaent and the future 1s not likely
to succead without provision beling made for amendments
and change. Article XI of the Dumbarton Oaks plan pro-
vides for such amendments. The all Important thing
i1s that the peace be kept through the periods of trial
and error. If there are to be years of disillusionment
and timea of doubt, the plan proposed here can contri-
bute to the neceasary security against recourse to war.
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The words of President Rocsevelt in his 1945 inaugural
address are pertlnent.

"In the days and in the years that are to

come, we shall work for a Just and durablas

peace as today we work and fight for total

victory in war.

"We can and we will achleve such a peace.

"We shall s trive for perfection. We shall

not achleve 1t Immediately -- but we still

ahall strive. We may make mistakes -- but

thay must never be miatakes which result

from falntnesa of heart or abandonment of

moral prineiplas.”

The imposing ritual of Peace Day will graduaslly give to
the statement of moral principle in the preamble a sacred quallity,
and will assure that the world will never break the promlass of
reace through forgetfulness and the passing of tima.

Unitarian Laymen's League
Committee on World Order

f{,,,;ﬁ A3 M
Boston, Vassachusatts % )

April 7, 1945 Chairman
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