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llay 19, 1947 

Mre . Bleenor Roosevel t 
Hyde Park, Ducbeoe Coun\y 
New York 

Su~joctl Mental Caou.It1e o 1n World 11 

Dear Mra. Roosevelt: 

Recently at a Town Ball lecture here a epeaker made the otato­
aent t hat 50~ of the eoauutiea in World War 11 .....-ro ment.I 
casu&lties. 

This seems excessively high and eo in order to verify the 
atatemont I wrote to t ho Surgeon General of t ho War Dept . in 
Waabingt on D.C. Bia rep~y woa quito lengthy end went into o 
lot of dotoil but at111 lett mo in a quendory •• to whether 
tho speaker ••• juat1ried in making tho statemen t. Ho u oo 
said that Ruao1a only had f>;C mont.I casualties and llnglend 3~. 

/ 

channels from 1941 to 1945 were tor neuropaychiatr ic r eaaone . 

The l e t ter from the surgeon General in part reads • aceod.ng: to i 
s t atisti cs available, ~9.~ of ol l diachargoa through medical 

This amounted to a little over ~88~ 000 man . In addition, there 
were 163, 000 men discharged through admin1etrat1ve chonnel a 
because or habits and troite ot eheroctor or inadaptabUlty to 
the service . These t wo· rlgurea when added together amount to 
49% or all discharges f or either phyoie.I or mentu r oaaona. 
If 49% i s used aa a figure tor all oeperotiona due to neuro-
paych1atr1c reasons it must not be interpreted aa being tor 
pur el y "mental" •••••• . • Neurological diaeaaea are in-
cluded, which are not mental ••••• • It thos e discharged 
through medical an~ o.dm1n1atro.t1ve ehannela are thought or 
as a total percentage or 100, then ''~ were separated !or 
psychoneurosis and 10~ for phychoa1a. Tbio amounts to obout 
one-hal f or t hose discharged tor nouropayehi e~1c reeaone , 
broadly 3pOaking, end whi ch are 1n a aenae "mental" re asons • 
• • , •• hope tho torogoing helps to make clur what 1a mean t 
by the s tatement referred to as f>O~ or eaauolt1ea at Worl~ War 
1 1 were mental i n origin." 

In your opi nion, would you say, broadly speaking, th•t t he 
Town Hall apeak~r was correct in bla statement ? This aub­
jeet has become very controversial amo\na various groupe hero 
and 1a being discuaaed 8 groat deal . We would indeed v alue 
your opinion on tho aubject . 

very truly yours, . ... 

A1~1~ 
499 Kari na Blvd. 
Son Franciaco ~. Oal1t . 

P.S. I thoroughly enjoyed your opeech which you made here 1n 

March at the 5cott1oh Rite Temp le. 
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Kre. Eleanor RooeeTelt 
c/o Unit ed reaturee 87ndioate 
The Da11~ Newe Building 
Eaet 42nd Street 
lew York Cit~ 

Dear Kre. RooeeTeltt 

<f 
LONDON 

October 18, 1146 

10-12 P.es t 23rd s~ .. 
New York City: 10 

Ne w York.. 

~leaee aocept the encloeed greeting oar• with ., co~liaente. 

I feel oerta1n ~ou would like to haTe one, ae it repreeente in piotorlal 
fora eoaething with which the naae RooeeTelt will be tor~er aeeoo~ated, 
1A United World1 • 

8urel7, for a~one with an international outlook, 1t would be 41ftioult 
to 41eco•er a aore appropriate ezpreeeion •r~e eeaeon•• creetince. 
Here ie a deeign for Peaoe in perfeot haraonr in Cbriet ... wilhee, ani 
ite dietribut1on 111ght 4o lll&oh to bring hoM- poel1'bil1t7 ot peranent 
peace to a war wear7 world. 

OD'ITC 
Eno. 
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