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1 . Dear Joel

I think the nrt.luli is nrr ﬁlﬂﬁ‘_
provoking. It seems to me uthlihﬁ

ever, that Mr, Wallace should have made that *
speech 1f it had been discussed in th- ﬂa‘b!ut.

Hutrmr, you may know that i.t II!.

I have been a 1ittle horrified 1!“1?‘;: v
that so many of the troubles seea umn,‘
the fact that there is too nttli neral dle~

cussion and-too little gamr-l mm anong . &
the top people.
S8lowly I have been coming t; ok th. e ot G
ing that you have on Russia with one ‘i:noptiun, 55 v ol

namely, that I do not feel there has béen .
emu%h pln.m speaking among the pqu_f_lr"l‘.n oy
countries. ce Harry ns, 1 do -
believe th.at ne has : :
Mr, B8talin personally, and certainly e MR
ys haven't talked hnnﬂltl: with. ps Adke vtk e
Mr. Oromyko, Mr, Ti!hinlk;!_ eto. | I am going
to make a great effort to get to ,thw P A

ﬂmmmuuhu-rn thuim.npzﬂu._- 2

I think the mnmwuu: ﬁu’h ,h RaXke
them aee that they have to trust for safety' .
to the United Nations, Otherwise there is no :
safety for anybody. They are doing exaotly
what you despribe but I think they are doing v Ry el
it because they have no eonception of what a - gl Tt
strong United I‘H.N!I might mean in security

: for -all, and no truat in u{hm. However,

e ve have no more trust than they hwn and

;L neither hos ﬂ‘ﬂl‘l‘- Britain. . YR

There is much thnt I would 1like to talk tn

you about but I do think the articls is ex-

cellent and I wyould nod ‘any of 1%, but

I would 1like to see it qualified and- expanded
" for the sake of- mﬂtr. -

b ! i _'_: Ilfrautiunqt-u,
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JOSEPH AND STEWART ALSOP
743 Munsey Building Telephone
Washington 4 D.C Natienal 85281

26th April, 1946

Dear Cousin Eleanor,

Harewlth I send you ths articls about which
I told you on the telephonme. I do so for two Teasons.
Firat, I shall be desply interssted in your opinion, becausa
with perhaps less patisnce and good temper than you, I think
along precisely the same lins that you do. Second, as you
will ses, the President figures rathsr largely in the article,
and I should hate to feel that I had misrepresented his,
aithar by sins of omission or commismsion.

The artlcle iteelf may be right or wrong --
I think, on the whole, that it states ths case ¢learly, buat
for reasons of space ls incomplete. (I could only maks my
one polnt, and had to leave cut certaln qualifying points
which I should have liked to make aleo, ln order %o roand
cut the pleturs.) One thing sesms certain to ma, however:
the subject of the article is of vital lmportance, to the
world, to the country and indeed, to you and mea as individusls.

I cannot tell you how mach I look forward to
taking you to dinner cn Sunday week. [ shall be there at
7:15 in my best bib and tucker. IE will ba wonderful to

pan you again.
¥

Mre. Franklin D. Hoomavelt,
29 Washington Squars West,
Aparteent 15,
HEW YORK CITY.




The Jmaricsn Liberal movement is in denger of self-
destruetion, as the result of & bitter internal ecufliet ever the rels
of the Unlted States in the postwsr world, I-pmhpﬂhd:‘*
results of this sonflist omn be, is best illustrsted by an of
our forelign relstisns,

Long befors the wer ended, the Mmerioan militery sstherities
had rightly or wrengly comeluded thet hthﬂdi;n_'m.
outlying bases in the ktlantis wers sssential to our sseurity wtil &
working werld organisstion sould assurs permanent pesse. Of thees, the
most important base was thet in Ioslsnd, The Iselmders sre & proud
and independenmt peepls, Hhe:m magotistions wers initisted te gire ma
permanert uss of our wartime installations there, imeriesn Mindster
Louils G. Dreyfus, Jr., had sn uphill task to persusde loelandie Fremier
Olafur Thors thet Icelsndle severeignty would net be infringed upen,
Bever the less, the diplomstis sourtship was well conduoted, and by lash
Haroh the eutlook feor m“uiﬁhhdﬂmmﬂ!ﬂhhﬂﬁh

Then, lete in Mareh, Seerstary of Cesmerce Hemry A, allase
blundered onto the stage of this mmall but intensely signifiosnt inter-
national drams. He gare a newspaper intervisw, sharply condsmwing the
oontinued presence of Mmerioan troops in Iseland, snd stabing estegorie
.uuunmsmmmmhmﬂﬁﬂmmﬁ;—-
ths only purpose of the Iseland base, It mattered nething thet the sels
purpess of the base was to mssure erlomn seeurity) thet the Comstitutien
of the United States virtually forbids this eountry teo becoms an aggresser)



and thet therefore, if the bass was ©o be used st all, it could emly
be used after we had besn sttssked., As & member of the Trumsn Cebinet,
spoakring presumsbly from offislal infermstion, Wallasse deslared thet

the Soriets must regard the base as purely sggressive. Premisr Thers

instantly informed Minigter Dreyfus thet the Wallsee statement had ale
toresd the views of the Ioelandlc povermment. After what Wallsse had

ink imated, the Iselandsrs wooted no part of the proposed sgremmt with
us.

lﬂl‘%lmuﬂchmhﬁhmlnlﬂﬂ:ﬁd
the voles of Wallass was not the volos of imeriss, snd to resters the
fwrorable stmesphare of the megotistions, But thess efforts reseived
s sories of setbacks from sush sxpressions ef epinien here ss the re-
markshls spesches in whish Olsuds Pepper of Flarida schoed Wallsse sn
the Ssnste flsor, In dpril, the "Win the Peace™ conferense, held in
the Commerss Department snditerium, snd sttended by sush metabls
Congressional Liberals as Senstor Harlay Kilgere and Repressmtative
Heolen Gshagen Douglas, sdopted s reselution sgein ssserting thet the
jpariom program for oversesas bases was sgeressive and soti-Seriet, mnd
loudly demsnding the svasustios of Iseland, Almost simultsnecusly, the
Iselmders broke off the megoetistions.

Fossdbly the Ioslanders will change their minds. bBut if
they remain firm in their reselve, and a tims over somes when this
country needs sutlying Atlmtis bases, Wallass, Pepper and their
sagoointes sre not likely to remssber with pride this thing thet they
here dene, Comeerning Wallase ot least, ome ommot doubt thet he asted
from the best and highest motives. Nor is it meesssary te suppess that
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the militery suthorities wers right in insisting upon sn overseas
bases pregrm, in erdsr to feel thet Wallase did wrong., The pednt 1
thet, whether the strategists were wrong er right, their plan had been
sooepted as the agreed polisy of the imeriesn govermment, spproved by
the President, the Seoretary of Stats, mnd all other relevant advisers.
By sn irresponsible intsrvenmtion in a matter of grest deliongy and
sariousness, Wallace defented his om povermment's pelisy. Hs did it,
moreover, as & mesber of the Cabinet, He had u right teo his opinlom,
but if he eould not make his opinien prevail =t Csbinet meeting, his
only alternstives were to resign or to remain silest., Thet this mam,
80 obricusly petriotic mnd even painfully virtuocus, should hare chosen
the only eourse whioh was plainly indefensible, is a mmptom of the
terrible confusion whish now afflicts lmeriesn Liberaliss.

What is the nature of this confusien? Its manifestations
are glmpls smough. The majerity of Liberals sre s¢ preceoupied with
foreign polisy that they have ssased to thisk semstrustively sbout the
pressing problams of the domestic seencmy, and wum T
advoosts the damestis progren they have inherited from Rocsevelt, The
reason for the confusion is also simpls, It is the liberal sttitude te=
wards the SBoviet Union., The Soviet Union has desply stirred the Liberal
imagination, first by its vest experiments in soolal and esonmlo plam-
ing, and then by its magnifioent struggle sgainst the Wehrmasht, vhen
the war ended, mu idealised ploture of the Soviet state had formed in
the minds of jmwerismn Liberals.

Unfortunstely, the tough, brillient lesders of the Seviet
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state are not Liberal idealists. They ere realists, snd unlike most
Liberals they fully understend that power is the basle unit ef all
politics =— whether the polities of the DAR, or of Bumsombe County,
or of the world, Hhen the war ended, they mbaried upon m sxperiment
in imperialiss as beld as it was novel. Bwvery sdvmtage gaimed from
the war was exploited, and every new technique was brought lnte play,
from the war of nerves to pelitieal infiltretion snd territerial en-
olrelment, In blust truth, all the metheds whish ware condesned most
bitterly when saployed by the new imperialism of Germmy, now began te
be used to extend the sphere of Soviet deminstion,

Already Poland, the Baltis States, Remsnia, Bulgeris, Jugo=
Slaria sod Albsnia sre behind the iren surtain, Huge srmiss held Bumgery
and half of Cermany snd Austria. Caschoslevakia snd Gresss sre emmirelsd
and in the West & vistory of the Commmist party im the spring eleotien
in France mey coneeivebly earry the limits of Soriet pelitisal contrel
to the shores of the Chermel, In the Middls East, the Soviets are drive
ing Soutlward, Iran has been redussd to puppet-hood snd Turkey and Irsq
are threatsned, And in the Far East, the Duriles snd half Eerea are
ocoupied, mnd Mamchuris has been stripped, md left in & condition to be
trmsformed ot will into snother Aserbaljmn. The process still goes en.
Ons oan only aduire the 3oviet leadsrs' irea nerve and presision of
exseution, but ome must awlso wender HM[&MH satisfied with
lass than dominien over Burops and Asia,

nm%iwmmmmhmmm.u
Liberals, howerer. They hare had to relate the reality of Seviet polisy
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to the ideal pioture of the Soviet Unlon whioh they cherlish in their
mindy, The consoquence has been a fraotie, almost oomles effert by the
Liberals to dlaguise the hard reslity in conformity with the cherming
nental pioture. Some heve blmmed ourselves (as Henry Wallses did)
arguing thet Sorist realpolitik can be oured by levingkindness, Others
assert the Masters of the Eremlin are motivated only be fesrs for their
o seourity, without defiming what extent of oonguest will permit them
to slsep easy o'nights, Others irrelevantly declars that the new Soviet
{mperialiem is no worse than the old British imperialim, or stiribute
Soviet foreign poliey to the lul&n- of a young erganism, as fond mmmas
exouse the doings of their effspring beemise "boys will be boya"., It ia
padnful to bear these laborious apologetios from goed men, for cme has
heard them before == in 1957, 1838, and 1635. Furthermere, it is tragie.
For no politioal movesent can retain its strength which fails to respemd
to the major challenges of its time. The major challenge of our time i
the need to orgenise & stsble, prosperous, axd sbove all, pesseful weeld,
This can hardly be attempted suscessfully by men who will net, or dere

oot faoe the facte about cne of the world's two grest pewers. Thet ia the
$ragedy of meriesn Liberalimm.

But befors oontimuing this inquiry, it will probably be well
to define the term "Liberalism®, as used in the present dissussien,
Seme readers may already share the indignation st the sommetations hare

given to Liberalims, which was ones expressed to eme of your correspondents
by the late Ogden L. Mills. He had been ealled o "Conservative”, He
asserted with some hent thet he was nothing of the strt == he was & Liberal,
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and a better Liberal than most, being a stmmeoh believer in the
theories of Adem Bmith, Jeremy Benthsm, and the other thinkers whe shaped
the begimings of British 10th esmtury Liberalims, But a politleal prowp-
ing is not like a chureh, with m immutsble ereed. Jorsmy Benthmm or me
Jeremy Banthsm, free soterprise or no free anterprise, Ogden Mille was a
ponservetive of conservetives, and sbout the sblest of his eemtemporsries.

In eomtrast, one of your correspondemts also heard Franklin
Delano Roosevelt bitterly oomplain sgainst the sttsoks upon him ma a
"Badienl®, He was not & radieal, he said) be was net even a Liberal.
Is sonoeived of himself, rether, as a "Conservetive™, sesking te "eon-
sarve” what was bert in Jmeriesn scolety by mekcing essential coneessions
to the forges of the tims. As Mills harked bask to Benthem, so Reossvelt
also reached irto British histery for a eomparison, olaiming that his New
Doal hardly differed from the repesl of the oorn lws by the grest Tery,
8ir Ecbert Peel, Pwel or no Pesl, Roosevelt was also talicing nonsenss,
for he was Do more Comservative than Mills wes Liberal,

Thers were many early shared experiences between Mills and
Rossevelt (who hesrtily disliked essh other from their boyhood st EHyds
Park and Stastsburg on the Hudsen), Mhet is interesting, is the
difference betwsen them, whish provides a prectical, non-deetrinaire de-
finition of Liberalism, Thet differenss was a difference in sttituds
towards soolal change, Mills thought first of the rmmifying vested in-
terests whioh sooial chmge imwerisbly disecemodes, He was comtented
with the world as he found it, =md whils he was too intelligent mot te
realize shange was mt&u,hm&u-nhu-hnn-ﬁh.
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Ho was u Conservstive, BEossevelt, om the other hand, thought first of the
large group who are alweys slighted in amy seelsty's dlstribution eof ite
losres mnd fishes. EHe was discemtented with the sxisting erder) positively
liked soolal change, mud wanted it to be repid. He was a Liberal.
Healthy Conssrvetimm snd Healthy Liberalism are both sasential to the
health of & fres soolety, sines both are meeded to insure that desirsble
sooinl changes sre asoomplished in a prastieal manner md without undue
dalay,

Mmarism Liberaliss has now subered a period of ill health,
to whioh the beharier of the first Trumen Congress is testimeny smeugh.
dhet mre the ressons for the deeline of this movement whibh daminsted the
politioal soene from 1932 until 19457 Ome snewer was given long ags, in
& comwersstion in Tom Cereoran's offies, when the New Dealars wars trying
to bulld up Rwbert H. Jackeon as Bossovolt's sucosssor. Thenm the future
semmod to glow with a premise of ever recurrent, ever novel New Deals,
But one eynls remsrked: "It's ne good Tom., "IE 1z like the Upas tres,
in the old travellers stories., He kills sverything thet shelters under
him, " ,

Thare was truth in that, for while he lived, Roosevelt did
the thinking for Americsn Liberaliss) amé Mow thet he is dead most Liberals
ﬂﬂlthﬂhthlﬁfﬂﬁ-llhﬂ’ +Hhdch is why it s #till & cemtral
faot in the problem that Eccsevelt died & yeer sgo. He was the glamt,
mgnﬂm.mhuhgrnwh.dhmmuul
side, While he lived, his strengthegiving power was his vital quality,
But he is desd, md it is now necesssry to pay for his way of making his
followsrs seem to be mare pygaies,
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Certainly Roossvelt's successor was not designed to be
the standsrd-besrer of & faith, He is not the man te sound the olariem
oall, and to swalen the United States from ouwr somnasbulist resstisn to=
wards "nermaley®, which ls making us flaseld and befuddled in a time when
sloop-waliclng was Dever more dmgercus, BEoosevelt's thite House waa &
place of power, whers the winds of destimy blew through the serriders,
and one heard the voloe of the future. The White Heuse of Harry 5, Trumen,
for all his modesty, patrictisa and goed will, is more like the lounge
of the Lioms Ol 5f Independscos, Me,, whers eme ia conselous shiefly
of the odor of ton oemt elgers and the sagy lsughter eveksd by the Dew
saoling room stery, Amomg the Liberal influsnoes whioh still set upem
fruman the ghost of Roosevelt is by far the strongest) and it is often
diffieult for a mers shads to osrry comvistion when George . Allexn is
also thers in the exeessively solid flesh, telling his jekes snd knewing
preolsely what be wamts,

Te all iptents end purposes indsed the smerisan Liberal osuse
is all but lesderless. Its best gervants are & hmndful of souwragesus
adminigtretors =-= Wilson Wystt, Psul Porter, Chester Bowlas, and Fred
Vinson = but ‘chqlﬂ servants. For the rost, thers wre the lsbor
chioftaine, like Walter Reuther, Philip Hurrsy and Sidoey Hillmsn, whose
sphore is restrioted by their prefessicnal sttsshments, Tore is Wallase,
too Saviottty 5 1ont, snt There are the men 1tke Pepper who have
schisved sonsplsucusness without sttalning to lesdership. And there =mre
mumdmuuuﬁlw—ummﬁhamﬂw
dark serements, bresk forth from thelir tomb, snd rise sgain as politisisns
in order to be leadars in o troe senss.
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As » result, in the past yesr, ths ssminal eemter of
hmorisen Liberalimm hes pasesed from ‘aghingtom to Bew Terk, whare
Liberal intellestuals cengregete, where the Liberal press is strongest,
and whare the most signiffcsnt organisntions of the Laft of omster, sush
as the CIO-PAC, have their headquarters. The consequenses hare net bem
happy, for conselousness of political realitiss does met flouwrish in
Bow York, Thers is a tendengy there to think about pelities in large,
meaningless sbetractions) to make simple, sgreesbls asswmptions and
reagon from them, %o pin neat but inssourste lsbels upon eppenants and
thus to disposs of their srpmants.

Bot long ago, ome of your -mwﬂkmiﬂﬂﬁ e
digoussion in which Seoretary of Stete Jmmes 7. Byrnes' "patisnce axd
firmness” towsrds the Sovists were explalned sway, on the fasile greund
thet the State Departmernt was a mere heren of elagant resctiomaries. A
sartaln inconairtensy betwsen this view and the Department's Argentine
poliay was husbly suggested, Whereas sn ordinarilly imtellizen: Liberal
female replied, with something- close to & knowing leer, thet she had
good resson t0 belleve thet this policy was & mere mask for o ssarst
understanding between the Departmental spat-besrers and Colomel Peren,
This preposterous smmouncensnt was grested with imterested m.ni;’.

o ono was oomrse eoourh to mamtion the smpls, irrefutabls evidense that

s understanding with Peron was in fact, st that very mamenty belng wrfently

soucht pot by our spat<bearers but by & Sovrliet missiem in Pusnos Ayres.

Hor i this eurious habit of self-delusion limit=d te the umsppetiting type

of Liberal who throbs with elevated feelings in the stimulating stmesphers
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of the 3tork Club, Imumerabls and able editors, publieists labar
loaders and others of real influenes in the Liberal movement share it
to the full, Consequently, for exmzpls, the Soviet objective in Iran
was amxiously but misleadingly sxplained as bring no mors than ell,
although oll hed besn ﬂffﬁlﬂ-"*wo Heolotov by Stettinius and Sden at Talta,
two years befors, and again offered by Bevin %o Stalin when the Iran
disputs throsxtened,

This is beoause the feots snd atmosphers of Sovist polioy
and Soviet-’merican relotlons mwe simply net imown in New Yorks It is
on. hm#:.hh. ooms in snd “he business of politics is carriesd om that
ons hears of sush straws in the wind as the Muwtrltﬂm betwesn
Andre" Vishinsky and sn Amerissn trerelling with him on Mediterranesn
Ca=nlasion business. This used to be jomething of a bys-word in the Khite
House in Roozavalt's last year, It omme =t the end of a fairly cheerful
evoning, As though deelding et last to solve s bothersame pussle,
Vishinaky suddenly inquired why the Umited States did not "tals South
Msoriea®, The stertled imeriean replied that wo did not want South Amoriems.
Vishinsky, in o rather worrisd way, urged thet we must st lsast desire to
esteb lish our Hupire over Central Mmerlesa. Again the imoriesn protested
that the cooupstion evon of Comtral Ameriea was not part of our posbwar
plan, "But I can assure you," sald Vishingky, as though removing the only
possible reason for this strange self-denial, “my govermant would not heve
the alightest cbjection", Oms omn imagine the Mk of Liberal thinkers
who argue thet thers is no difference between our cwnership of the Pansma
Canal snd the joviet desire for the Dardanelles, if snyone in this country

took the Vighinskisn view of our nsticnal inmtersstas.
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It nust [inally be added, with all frankmess, that the
Liberal tendensy towerds self-delusion is vastly inoreased by the singuler
Liberal sttitudo towmrds the /mericom Coommists and fellos-trarsllers,

The herror of "red=balting® is os natural as it 1s admirebls; for the
future will be dark indoed if this country ovor indulges in ancther orgy
of violonmes ond suppression of liberties such as wo experiencod under
ittorney Gemeral !fitehell Palmer, The Commmists have mn entire right te
hold md to sxpress sny views they choose, But there 1s all the difference
in the world between stoutly defendin: that right, md being se fesrful of
an honest assesmmont of the Conmmiet position thet mentisning the waord
"Commmist,” comes close to being a breash of etiquette. There is, in
truth, m elmment of mmobbism —= of ponteel regard for correct deporimant
=== in this Liboral sttitude towsrds the Commmists, which omn produce
desmright ludiorous results,

One such was & lsughable spisode in the Liberal veterans!
organization, the Amoriosn Vetersns'! Committes, O(me of the finest aspocts
of the AVC's fine record has been ites fight sgalnst recial disoriminstion.
lot lomg ago, oo allellegro post from Harlsm spplisd for aduisslon to the
ArCy A viclent row ensued, in which fista were pounded, voloea were ralsed,
ard AV0 laaders hurled charges of "Hitlerim" ot ome ancther. In sppesrance,
the lssue waa whother the new post, bolng all-legro, was prastiocing resial
disorimination againgt whites. Dut the row really started becmise the AVC
loaders all knew but dared not mentlon that ths all=Tegro post was demins
ted by party=liners, and feared the wellelknown consequences of Comrnmist
penstration lmto Liberal organizotions. The sturdy AVC will of course
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surrive this mementary sccentrieity, but the Liberal movement as a
whols will suffer if many Liberals contimue to give way to their
peouliar snobbimm. Iotelligent thinking about world affairs is ime
posnible, wo long as Aoy realistis Liberal sssessment of the Cemmmumdst
and ths Sovist positions is instently halted by a sharp word frem "The
Dadly Worker®, or a hint that this is the line of Colomel Robert L
HeCormiok (mn all-powerful pressripticn, although the Helommiock-Patterson
press 1s almost ms voolfercus the “Worker™ in deoryinog firm dealings with
the sovists.)

In truth self=dslusion, prestissd for all the forsgoing
ressons, is at the very heart of the tragedy of imerioan Liberaliss, One
cannot help but wonder whethor this self=delusion would here besn prasticed
if Rooasvelt, who was both a grest hdlr' and & grest “Iﬂﬂ,%
his s and nealth, Thers 1s a good deal of evidence that he would net
here pormitted i, During his last yesr, for sxemmpls, Roosevelt let thom
olose to him know that his conesssions to the Soviet Union ware a wartime
sxpedient, whish would be abandomed for a firmer poliey when the war ended,
Bafore his own untimely death, Harry Hopkins mmde the smme polnt to several
of his frisnde, md even stoted that firmness would here besn shown mush
agrlisr by Roossvelt than by Truman, Whils he still lived, Roocssvalt was
following = Polish poliey which plainly foreshadowed & changs in this direec-
tion, Firmness in short was one aspeot of Roossvelt's postwar plan,
Anothor was indlowmted by his constant, strong insistence on this ecounmtry's
responsibility to use its grest wealth to rebuild the deveasteted aress
mnd ageist the backward natlons, 5till snother was revealed in the signifi-

osngs hs sttaghed to the United Nstions,
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Roosevelt fully understood that both Gormany snd Russia
ware ruthless poliess states, but belleved you ecould do businsss with
Fussie, where you eould not with Cermamy, beomise the basie concept of
liazsiem was barbarle, whils the basle comsept of Sovietism is the purpose
to improve the lot of all men, But Eoosevelt also lmew, snd sadd, what
tho Liberals do not know; that appessement is always wrong, in whatever
commaction, sinos it alweys eventually results in a situstion where you
must fight or lmuskls undsr forever, Is knew, and sald, that wars were
werted not by wealmess and cofnoilation, but by firmness md strength.
Ard he knew, snd polmtsd out, the vital import to this counmtry of the
world powsr relstionship., Would this man, who lad the United States inte
the most terrible war in histery to prevent the domination eof Burcps and
Asis by two powers, hare been complassent before the possibility thet ome
porer alone would reash this position of unchallengeable predeminancs?

It is useloss to spsoulats on what the detalls of Roosevelt's
poliey mizht have been todsy, however olearly one may fesl one undsr-
stands his guiding principles. But theare is & fine Rooseveltimn ring to
the poligy which, it is knom, Secretary of State Jemes F. Byrmes would A

anl by Congrass and #he pubhc ,
now like to pursus, if he eould given the tools for the job ot
limed en sound smrthority, this poliey is as follows:

1. Alleout support for the United Hatiions, as s working
wmorld ergmisation oapsbls of providing prastiosl solutions of world
problazs. This implies determined rejecticon of the Soviet view, thet UM
is little better than a bureamu for registering the rare agremments of the
major powers.

2, Internstionalizstion of the terrible new wespons under
U comtrol, snd sponsorship of sound measures of dissrmment, under UN
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direetion, This is plamed both to remove the hidecus threst of = new,
stomic war, and to infuse into the UN the slements of soversigoty which it
pust sequire to function as a permanent world ergeanisetion,

5, Firmness in all dealings with the Soviet Unlon, in order
to halt the procoss of Soviet expansion.

4, The broadest effort of relief md reconstruction all over
ths world, This both serves humsnitarisn ends, and removes the sonditions
which now actually tempt the 3oviets to laperialist sdventures. Fmmins

o 5. D} a vacawm
md poverty, feudaliss and sconomie nh- ersate FHM
£illed 4in ome wey, it will be fillsd in another., Short of war, no displsy
of moricsn firmness omn permanently halt the Soviets' onward march, so
long as oonditions everywhers sonstitute an open imvitetion to the Hasters
of the Eremlin, Nor is it edough to effer a few billions in losns to
sslected good risks, After the inoaleulsbls eocet of the war, that iz a
way of seving a penny to loss & pound, There must be much larger loana.
Thers must be {ar more generous relief. And thers must be many more pro-
greams like the Yangtee Dem, which would give 100 million Chiness something
like a decent life, or tho Jordsn Valley Authority, which would snd the
oonflict betwreen Jew wnd Arab by providing plenty for them both.

The purpose of the progren as a whols is mot to risc war with
the Sovist Unlon, but to remove thoe dmger of war, by eresting a world in
whioh the United States snd the Joviet Unlon oan live == pesse together
without the terribls mutual suspioion, the deepsning division between
Buseia mnd the West, which now mari all owr relstions. Confromted with sush
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& progrm, the astute lesders of the Soviet state would undarstand
thelr inability to compete, and would develep a Dew poliey of progress
by imterncl developmemt, end equal partnerghip in the United NHatioms.
ind thus, evenmtually, time would remove suspioion end division,and
Ponce e g e e e Lt e e L
of the United 3tates, for a very simplo reason, The feregeing is &
pimmm progres, as any hencst high officlal of the 3tats Department
will froely admit, And it is essemtislly a Liberal progrwm, imeriesn
Conservatives will not insist upon msrisen sscsptance of such huge

responalbilitics. Tou do not best the drum for Yangtse Dems and Jordm

Valley Mrbhorities, if you heve omly just resomoiled yourself to the

WA It is therefore the Liberals who must spenk out, But nstions rearely
act from pure, humsnitarisn motives. The p\meriom peopls, suspicious

evin o' the Britlsh loan, willl mevaer shouldsr fer grester responsibilities
unlass they are comwinoed that the alternatives are deeply dengerous to
them, That speocial comwiction of ocur danger can only be cemweyed by men
who have faoed up realistically to the nsture of the joviet-Amsrisan com-
petition, The Liberals hare not taken that plunge, and thus the Liberals,
who must spea: out, emnot csrry comvistlon. The wholas nation is whipamwed,
sz it were, by the Liberal tragedy.

Thot is ooe sddo of the medal. The other side, on whioh ome
moy read the future of Aoorionn Conservatism, 1s Do less disoouraging. For
the attrastion of the extremists for the moderstes ls just as strong on
tho politioal right as on the politieal loft, Already one hears mare and
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more good imerican burghers talking the poisonous drivel of mntieSemitimsm.
Already one hears more and more discussions of the Labor movement by forme
orly reesonsble men, who now use the language of Colonel MoCormiek and
Representative John Rankin, ‘'hat is strenger still, ons also heers, nore
and more often, the ssolute isolstionisn of the Patterson=licCormick press.
vhat doos it meen, coming Irom theso mon who om hardly enjoy a Soviet
triumph? One csnnot avoid the suspicion that it implies subsonscious sccepte
ance of the Vishinskien snalysis, and a visceral antioipstion of an ultie
mste deal with losoow, under which oach of the two groat powers will degline-
ate its area, and reduce to snsleved dependengy all other, wesker pecplss
within ics imperial sphore, Inocidentally, an almost open irwitstion teo
preeisely such a deal was thrown out only the cther day, by Genmeral
Galaktionov, military cammentator of "Pravda,”

Let no /meriean Liberal deceive himself. It is not tho left
which will gain strength if the march of loviet imperialism is nmot halted,
It is not the Liberals who will then mequire followers, if they econtimue
to publish to all snd sundry the vxtent of their sslfedslusion. In the
spasa of terror which will sicze thls country, if we swelen one morningz with
the sudden sensation of mmeirslement, It 1s the right ==e the very extreme

q2in 4he vicror
right === whioch is most likely to wedmplk, If that time ever comes, it
will be as dotestsble to honost Conservatives as to homest Liberals., A
friend well said to ilenry Wallace, after ome of his pro-ioviet speeches:
"Hemry, has it ever coourred to you that you're taking a big risk?! TYou're
talking the langusge of Chemberlain and Simon. If you're wrong sbhout Soviet



|
intantiona, won't you and your friends do to Amsricsn Liberalim: whet
Chmbarlain and Jimon 414 4o the Eritish Conssrvative party? Very
briefly, thet pars him pauses '







JOSEPH AND STEWART ALSOP

108 C Strest, N. W

Washingtan |,D.C. December 17

Dear Cousin Eleanor,

Be fore answering your letter, 1 have
thought a lens time, wavering between the lmpulse simply to
spologize, and my wish to explain my poslition lo you. think
I had bett-r do the latter.

Ag & public personality, 1 conslder that
Ellictt has no existence independent of yourself and his father,
The attacke on him in the old days were really attacks
him on you and the President, I felt only scorn for his at-
tackers, and I etill de,

The present situeticon is, however, entirely
A{fferent, As I see 1t, Elllott is usiny his close relation-
ghip to the Presldent to confer authentlclty upon a thoroughly
dangerous and unpleasant kind of attack on hls father's memory.
In this case he 18, in fact, the attacker., I began my work as
s political observer without elther deep bellefl or stron; fee- -
ling, =xcept the feeling s0 common among people educated as we
have been, that politics 1s & dirty business and that the people
are n et of boobs. By slow stages {(and to the day of my death
I shall feel gullty that they were so slow), the President's
example lnfused a certaln meanins and seriousness into my work.
I heve a sense of personal gratitude to him wilch I shall never
lose, and his memory means & great deal to me--- as 1t does to
many millions of other Americane. Consequently, what Elliott
hos Aone fille me wlth inexpressible dlstaste.

As to Ellictt's book, my view of L1t 1s very
gimple, I nev'r knew the President intimately, but I knew him
well enough to understand how he talked when he was at ease.

1 heve no doubt that he saild most of the things Elllott atiri-
butes to him, although there are some which I flnd difficulty

in ecreditinz, On the other hand, I am even more certaln that

Elliott's total pleture of the President ls crudely and shock-
in7ly Aistorted. I feel this certainty for ilwo reasons,

First, the book makes & fool of tne Fresident,
and gives an ailr of superfleclelity, vanlty and cheapnese to hls
whole great achlievsment, I have very few 1lluelons, but one
belief I em not prepared to abandon ls my bellef that the Presi-
dent was a genulnely great man, human withal, but possessing
true profundity and largeness of spirlt. No dietorted selec-
tione from his private talk, however smoothly covered with the



varnleh of a slick partysSline interp:etatlon, ls z0lng to take
thet bellef away from me, Becond, my brother and I, belng out-
raged by the book, did some rather careful research into the
facts presented by Elliott and hie deductions therefrom., Both
the men who worked closely with the President, and the parts of
the astual Alplomatic record which we were permitied to lnepect,
flatly gilve the lie to Elllott's position, although not perhaps
to his reporting of thie or that sorap of the Fresident's con-
versationd/ Fubthermore, certain eplsodes In the book have been
grossly misrepopted by the unanimous testimony of everyone elee
«ho wae present. You might ask Ellictt, for example, to tell
you the unadorned story of his talk wlth Stelin at Tehran, If
published in parallel columns with the description of the aame
event ln the book, 1t would not be ‘ereditable to Elliott,

Hy brother and I were determined to spread on
the record the exceedincly damaging factes we had uncovered
rbout the book, until I learied that it would distress you if
we 414 mso, I owe you much alsea, as we all do; and Btew and I
concluded that we had best keep silent, and hope that Elliott
would not do it mgain, I feared the hope would be disappointed
s sgon as Itheard he wae golng to Moecow. I need not comment
upon what he 414 there: except Lo say that I very carefully
checked the whole story, and am of the opinlon that the yer-
eion printed here under- rather than over-pailnted the enormity
of Elliott's behavlior. The character of his denials (which
were not denilals) convinced me that no good purpose would be
served by walting to talk to Blliott, Horeover, if the inci-
dent waas to he usefully dealt with, 1% had to be dealt with im-
medlately, Accordincly, I wrote the column which so disturbed
you. My purpose, let me rep-at, was not to have a shot at
Elliott, who le much too easy a mark, but to defend the menory
of ahout the only man for whose memory I truly care,

Let me add one more word, I have known Elli-
ott most of my life, and have alwaya liked him. I do not
doubt his slncerity. Instead, I suspect that he has very poor
Juigment, and perhaps because he was AN unhappy boy, le now &
man urueually open to belns used by unserupulous people who are
ready to flatter him. Paul Porter once remarked to me about
that miserable businees of the loan and the radio stations,
that 47 wou etudled the record you found that others were now
inpossaessaion of an extremely profitable radlo chain, while
Elliott got out of 1t only hie dog and a quantlty of public
obloquy. I nssume that he 1s belng ueed today in the same way,
but by mnother type of person; and what I have learned of the
hietory of the manuscript of hie book strongly confirms that
rasumption, But while bad Judgment in private matters can be
readlly condoned, 1t seems to me almost unforglvable when 1t

bears such public fruit as the book and the
Moscow trip. If you are goinzg to behave like a public man, as
Elliott is now dolng, you must be prepared to take the conse=



uenges, I can assure you, of my own knowledze, that many re-
vlevers and commentatore either wrote softly of the book or
A17 not wrlte at all for the same reason that led me to throw
eway my data--- reapect and affection for you. But it 18 too
wch to ask that Elllott should be sheltered in thie manner
forever,

I am most grateful to you for writin. to
me, i1f only because 1t gave me the opportunity to send ¥ou this
completely frank explanation of my viewpoint an' motives,
Belleve me, what Adletreeses me most about the whole business .|g
the frat that it has distressed you. But what would you have
me do? Keep sllent, pretend that all is well, while the man
~ho zave meaning to my whole working life (insofar ss it has
nny) ie turned into a laughing stock and a cheap lay Tigure of
propaganda?

This letter is already too long, but I
sannot cloee 1t without expreesing the hope that you will at
lrast be convinced of the honesty of my intentions, Perhaps I
wag unfelr, slthough I etill do not think so. If unfairness
there wan, I cen only say it was comsitied in the heat of
interce lirdignatlon. Whatever happens, nothing will change my
feelin: about you,

o fifi A &clhq gﬂm;Idlhﬁil.



Alsop

December 5, 1946

Dear Joe:

I am quite horrified by the piece which you wrote
about Elliott. I assure you that I can corroborate
the actual things which he said in his book, and

s0 can a good many other people because they were
told many times. He may have misinterpreted but
that is a matter of opinion.

As to the experience in Moscow I think it would have
been more sporting to wait until you had a chance

to ingquire from Elliott as to what happened

and what had not happened.

You are entirely wrong in thinking that a tele-
gram was sent by the family in the way that you suggest.
Franklin, junior, must have told you that I sent a
cable, but not for the reason that you attribute

to me, but because I wished Elliott teo know that

he was being guoted and that probably the Repub-
licans were going to bait him on everything that

an inconspicuous person could say without any
notice being taken of it. My cable could not have
reached Elliott before he made his first and second
statements, and you attribute the latter to the
receipt of my cable, which was not sent until after
his two statements appeared in the papers.

You may or may not think that Elliott is an admirable
person. I happen to know that he has ideals and
that he is doing what he is today from an idealistic
feeling about his Father and his Father's policies.
He is not a communist, but he is trying to be fair
and to carry out the friendly spirit that he feels
his Father had. I think we will get further that
way, and those of us who are put in the position
where we have to come in contact head on because

of the subject matter, still try in every way pos-
sible to show that we are not unfriendly to the
people themselves. I would have you read the end

of my speech to Mr. Vishinsky.

I am old and it makes no difference to me what any
body says or thinks, either in praise or in blame,
but when you are young, if people are unfair, I
think it does make a difference and I think you
should have waited before condemning Elliott for



his side of the story. I know Ambassador Smith

was not in Moscow, so he sent no message, but I

am also aware that someone else did. Things in

in cold print are often very different from the spoken
word, which you know as well as I do.

I have often differed with my children. 1 have
always tried to recognize their motives which lay
behind what they said or did, that is something that
we owe to those whom we love. I make no comparison
between any of my children - that have different
qualities and different abilities, but I do not
think that Elliott is dishonest. I think he is
quite conscious of the mistakes which he has made
in life. As you grow older, you will realize

that there are always two sides to every story and
that sometimes people sin, but they rarely sin
alone.

I have rarely been more indignant than I was on
reaing the beginning of your column. I am
devoted to you, and for that reason, I feel that

I must tell you truthfully how I feel about your
not waiting to write until Elliott was back in

the country and you could talk to him or he could
at least answer you. Writing for money is no sin,
which you well know, only dishonest writing is a
sin

Affectionately,
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Depr Joei
I am quite horrified by the plece you wrote sbout Elllott,
e‘:cording to .
e

I noeure youd s
;u?rr. Sng AL A, gD K0 Bonctly”
the ideas offhie Fnt.‘mr' B ﬂr‘\rlaera, I can corroborate the W‘l‘ﬂ‘_

actusl thinge \-'qirh he ea df’ﬂo cAn a good many other people because

they were told Zhe msny H.I'E-EIQ Row—paopie—ty—interpret—threm

a . : & : Bre not saifd.

& to the experience In Moecow, I think it would ha ve baen
more sporting to walt until you had a chance to induire from
Zlliott as to what had haponened and what had not happened.

You are entirely wrong in thinking that a telegrem wss eent
by the family in the way you puggpest. Franklin miet have teld
you that I sent & cnble, but not for the resmson that you attribute
to me but because I wished Elliott to know thet he wa- being quoted
and that probebly the Hepublicans were goling to bait him on avery-
thing that en inconsplpuous person could say without any notice.
Trakdzmabeimz My cable nou]ﬁ. not have re.n.c.her.‘e Ellictt ‘pE£DrE he "
poade hia riratfﬂemantsiwhﬂh you attrihutﬂﬂu—;.—rtu-ﬁ-l&rﬁ-!'—ur
cobhe, oinee wae ot sent untll after his fivet statements appeared
in the papers.

You moy or may not think that Elllott is an adémirable person.
I heppen to know that he hes ideals and that he 1s dolng what he 1s
goul today from an ideslietic feeling about his Father and his
Father'e policlies. Ha 18 not a communiet but he ie trying to
be fnir and to carry out the friendly spirit that he feels his
Father hed. I. think we will get further that way, and thoee of
ug who are put in the position where we have to come in contact
hesdon because of the subject matter, still try in every way pos-
geible to show that we are not unfriendly to the prople the .Eﬂl‘i’lﬂll_'

oM I vould have you repd the end of my speech to Hyr. Vishinsk -
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I em 0ld and it makes no dAifference to me vhat anybpiy says
or thinke, sither in pralse or in blame, but when rou are young

if prople are unfoir, I think At does meke a differenc and I think

et you &gfnre condentin. Elllutf);houlﬂ have w;;;;éikor his elde
of the story. I kno+ Ambassador Smith was not in Moscow, so he
gent no megeppge but I nm nleo awore that sbdme ﬂ;gizid- Things

in cold print ore often very different from the spoken word, which
you Know as well ns I do.

I heve often differed with my own children. I heve always
tried to recopnlze thelr motives, mmdx which lay behind what they
gald or J1d, thet ie something that we owe to those $es whom we -&'
I wake no comparison between any of my children,ketzEzshibk - they
have different quajiTiea gnd different abilitles but'I do not think
thst Elllott ie Egg honest. I think he is quite coneclous of the
mistslee vhich he hs8 made in life.thewsh hexbxe ﬁa you grow older
you 111 resllze that tHere are alway=s two sidee to ms:urr
and thet sonctimes people sin but they parely ein witheui—the
Ll ave—brtre—ara by shaped—y- mm.

I hove rarely been more indignant tha® I was on reacing
tr bepinnin: of your column. I am devoted §5 you end for that
rescon I feel thet I muset tell you truthfully how I ferl :-.b::aut

rour not waltine to rrite until Elliott wne beck in the country "

en7 you could t 1k to “im A K a.c Fracwid =
WJ mmlfwm beet foon, /"‘ Mo -
/ &sz « Q@ ﬁ
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JOSEPH AND STEWART ALSOP

743 Munsey Building Telephone
Washington 4,D.C. National 928l

26th April, 1946

Dear Cousin Eleanor,

Herewith I send you the article about which
I told you on the telephone. I-do so for two reasons.
First, I shall be deeply interested in your opinion, because
with perhaps less patience and good temper than you, I think
along preclesely the eame line that you do. 8Second, as you
will see, the President figures rather largely in the article,
and I should hate to feel that I had misrepresented him,
either by sins of omisseion or commission.

The article itself may be right or wrong --
I think, on the whole, that it states the case clearly, but
for reasons of space is incomplete. (I could only make my
one point, and had to leave out certain qualifying points
which I should have liked to make also, in order to round
out the picture.) One thing seems certain to me, however;
the subject of the article is of vital importance, to the
world, to the country and indeed, to you and me as individuals.

I cannot tell you how much I look forward to
taking you to dinner on Sunday week. I shall be there at
7:15 in my best bib and tucker. I¥ will be wonderful to
see you again.

3

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt,
29 Washington Square West,
Apartment 15,

NEW YORK CITY.
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snd that therefore, if the base was to be used st all, it osuld enly
be used after we had been sttackced, As & member of the Truman Osbinet,
spesking presussbly from offieial infermation, Wellse deslared thet
the Soviets must regard the base as purely sggressive, Fremier Thers
ingtantly informed Minigter Dreyfus that the Wallase statenent hed al~
tered the views of the Ioelsndic govermment, After what Wallase had
ink imated, the Ioelanders wented no part of the propesed sgremmt with
us,

Il‘fr’:u were made to convinoe the nervous Ioelsnders thet
the volee of Wallagse was not the volee of meriea, snd to restore the
ferorable stmesphare of the nmegetistions. But these efforts reeeived
a sories of sethacks from sush axpressions of epinisn here as the re-
markable spesches in which Olsude Pepper of Flerids echoed Wallase on
the Senate fleor. Ia April, the "Win the Pease™ confersunes, held in
the Oommerce Department suditerium, and sttended by such netable
Congressional Liberals as Senstor Harley Kilgare and Representstive
Holen Gahagan Douglas, adopted s reselution sgain asserting thst the
kneriean progrmm for eversess bases was aggressive and anti-Seviet, and
loudly demending the evasustiom of Joeland, Almest simultanecusly, the
Teelmders broke off the negotistiens,

Pessibly the Ioelanders will change their minds, But if
they remain firm in their reselve, and a time ever eames when this
sountry needs outlying Atlmtis bases, Wallase, Pepper and their
assooiates are not likely to remasber with pride this thing that they
heve done, Conserning Wallaoe ot least, one ssunot debs that he asted
from the best and highest metives. Ner is it mesesssry te suppese that
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the militsry sutherities wers right in insigting upen s versess
bases pregrm, in erder te fesel that Wallage did wromg, The pelnt ia
that, whother the stratagists were wrong or right, thelr plas had been
soospted as the agreed polisy of the mericsn gevermsnt, sgpreved by
the Fresident, the Seoretary of Stats, mnd sll pther relevent advisors,
By sn irrespeoaibls intarveption in a matter of grest delicaqy and
ssricusness, Wallaee defested his own govermment's pelisy. Hs did it,
moreover, as & member of the Cabinet. He had a right to his opinion,
but if he eould not maks his eplmion preveil st Osbinet mseting, his
enly alternatives were to resign or to remain silent, Thet this man,
20 obviously pstriotis and even painfully virtuous, should hare shosen
the guly oourse which was plainly indefensible, is a mmptem of the
torritle confusisn which nov affliots keeriean Liberalism,

What is the naturs of this confusien? Its manifestaticns
are simpls snough, The majerity of Liberals are se prescoupled with
foreign pelisy thet they have seased to think senstrustively sbeut the
Breseing probians of the densebis sosmmy, sl oS mvely CaSTtS
advoaste the domastis pregrm they hare inherited from Rocsevalt, The
resson for the gonfusion is mlso simpls. It is the Liberal sttitude to-
wards the SBovist Unias, The Soviet Union has desply stirred the Liberal
imagination, £irst by ite vast expsriments iu sooial and esonemis plam-
ing, and then by its magnifiosut struggle sgainst the Wehrmasht, ithen
the war ended, sn idealised ploture of the Boviet stete had farmed in

the minds of Meerisan Liberals.
Unfortunstely, the tough, brilliant lesdarg of the Beviet

role,
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state are oot Liberal idealists, They are realists, snd unlike mest
Liberals they fully understend thei power is the basle unit eof sll
politiss =— whether the pelitics of the DAR, er of Bumsombe Cpumty,
or of the world, Hhen the war snded, they ssberied upon m experiment
io imperialiss as beld as it was novel, Every sdvemtage gained from
the war was sxploited, snd every pew technique was brought ioke pley,
from the war of nerves te pslitieal infiltration and territerial sne
oirelemmt, In blunt truth, all the methods whish were sondesmed most
bitterly when saployed by the new imperialism of Oermmy, now began te
be used to extand the sphere of Seviet dmminatien,

Already Peland, the Baltie States, Bomania, Bulgerias, Juge-
Sleria snd Albanie wre behind the {rem surtain, Huge mmies held Hungary
and half of Germany snd Austris. Osechoslevakis and Oresse sre enoiroled
and in the West a vistory of the Commmist party in the spring elestion
in France may conaeivebly esrry the limits of doviet politisal sontrol
te the ghores of the Ohaonel, In the Hiddle East, the Soviets sre driv-
irng Southward, Iran has been reduced teo puppet-hoed snd Turkey and Irag
are threatened, And in the Far East, the Kuriles snd half Esres are
cooupled, snd Hanchuris has bemn stripped, md left in = sondition to be
transformed st will ioto mnother Aserbaijmu, The precess still goes en,
One can only sduire the Soviet lesders' irea nerve asd presision of
sxsoution, but one must alse wender if Wn{g:ld-l; be satdsfied with
lass than dominien ﬂ:"!_::'llﬂ and Asia,

Bo such lepaFtded Julgaest has been peseible for the Ameriesn
Liberals, however, They here had to relate the reality of Seviet pelioy
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te the ideal ploture of the Sovist Union which they cherish in thelr
minds, The consoquence has besn & frautis, slmest semie sffert by the
libersls te disguiss the hard reality in conformity with the cherming
nental ploture, Some heve blmed curselves (ms Henry Wallses did)
arguing thet Borist realpelitik esn be oured by levingicindness, Others
assert the Masters of the Iremlin sre motivated oaly be fesrs for thelr
ot geowrity, without definming what extent of ocnguest will permit them
to sleep oasy o'nights, Others irrelevantly deelars thet the new Soviet
imparialiss is ne worss than the old British impsrialim, or sttribute
Sorlst forelgn pelley to the I'I.t;hll of & young erganism, as fond mamag
exouse tha doings of their effspring besnuss “"boys will be beys", It la
painful to hear thess leborious apologeties frem gosd men, for sne has
heard them befors ——— 1in 1657, 1888, and 1930, Furthermare, it is tragie.
For oo politios]l movement osn retain its M whish fails to r“ps_g_
te the majer challenges of its time, The major challenge of our tims is
the need te srganise & steble, prosperous, and sbeve all, pesseful world,
This oan hardly be attespted guooessfully by men whe will net, er dere
not fase the fasts sbout ome of the world's two grest pewsrs. Tt is the
fragedy of Mmariean Libsralim,

But bafore contimuing this inquiry, it will prebably be well
to define the term "Liberalim®™, as used in the pressnt dissussion,
Some readsrs may already share the indignation st the somnetetions hare

givon te Liberalimm, which was pnee sxpressed te ome of your oarresspondacts
by the late Ogden L. Hills, He hed beon onlled & "Canservetive®. He
asgerted with some heat thet he was nothing of the sert == he was & Liberal,
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and a better Liberal than most, belng & staunch believer in the
thooriess of Adm Bmith, Jeremy Benthmm, snd the other thinkers whe shaped
the beglmings of British 10th eemtury Liberalim, But a politieal group.
ing is not like a chureh, with m immutsble sreed, Jersmy Beothmm or Do
Jeremy Benthsm, free eoterprise sr ne free snterprise, Ogden Mills was a
conservative of conservetives, and about the sblset of his seatemporaries.

In sontrast, oms of your correspondents alss heard Framklin
Delsna Rocsevelt bitterly smmplain sgainst the sttsoks upen him s &

"Hadienl”, He was not a radleal, he said) he was net even a Liberal,
He sonseived of himself, rather, ss a "Oongervetive”, sesking te "eon-

sarve" what was best in Amoriean soolety by making sssential conesssions

to the forges of the time, As Mills harked bagk to Bamthem, s Rocsevelt

also reached into British histery for a oomparison, olaiming that his Hew
Doal hardly differed from the repeal of the corn lewa by the grest Tory,
Gir Hobert Feel. Feel or ne Peel, Roosevelt was alse talking nonsenss,
for he was ns more Conservetive than Mills was Liberal,

Thers wers many sarly shared experienses betwessn Mills and
Rogeevelt (who heartily disliked eseh other from their boyhoed st Hyde
Park and Stastsburg om the Hudsen), What 1s interesting, is the
difference between them, which provides a prastieal, nem-destrinaire de-
finition of Libaralism, That differsnss was a differsnss in sttituds
towmards seolal change, Hills thought first of the remifying vested in-
terests whish soolal chenge imvariably disscemsdes, He was contented
with the werld ag he found it, md while he was too imtalligent net te

reslise change was inevitable, hs wanted change te be ms slow as possible,
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He waa & Comservative, Roesevelt, on the other hand, thought firet of the
larges group whe are alveyw slighted in any seelsty's distribution of its
lexrss and fishes, He was discemtented with the existing erder) pesitively
Uked seeinl change, snd wanted 1t to be repid, He was & Liberal,
Healthy Consarvstism and Healthy Libearaliss are both sssential te the
health of = fres scailsty, sinse both are nesdsd to insure that dssirsble
sooinl changes are sscomplished in a prestisal mmoner sad without undus
delay,

dmsriomn Liberaliss has now sxtersd s paricd of 11l health,
te which the besherier of the first Trumsn Congress is testimeny smough,
that are the resscos for the deelins of this mavessot whidh deminsted the
politioal sosne from 1032 until 19487 One soseer was glven long age, in
& sowarsstion ipn Tom Cerecran's offies, whan the New Dealars were trylng
to build up Sobert H. Jeckson s Nessovelt's suossssar. Then the futurs
sasmed to glow with a promise of ever recurrent, ever nevel New Deals,
But ene synis remsried: “It's mo good Tom, FDE lg like the Upas tres,
in the old trawellers stories. He kills srerything that shelters under
him,*

Thare was truth ia that, for while he lived, Rocsevelt 414
the thinking fer imsriosn Libaralim) -i“' thaet he is desd mowt Liberals
find it hard to think fer ﬁ-uhu: +hioh is wiy it {s still & central
fact in the problam that Boosevelt disd & year agey He was the glant,
the grest figure, whe both gave strength to, and dwerfed everyoms en his
side, While he lived, his strength-giving power was his vital quality,
But he is dead, snd it is now meesssary to pay fer his way of making his
follewers sesm to be mers pygades,
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Certainly Hoosevelt's successor was not designad %o be
the standard-besrsr of a faith, He is not the man te sound the slarien
oall, and to swaken the United States from ouwr smombulist resstien to-
wards "nermaley®, which is making us flasoid snd befuddled in & time when
alosp-walldng wae never mors dengercus, Hoosevelt's White House waa &
plese of power, where the winds of destiny blew through the serriders,
and one heard the voloe of the future. The White Hpuse of Harry 8, Truman,
for all his codesty, patrictim and goed will, is mere like the leunge
of the Lions OLit 3f Independsnos, He,, whers ene ia consslous shiefly
of the odor of ten oent elgers and the sasy laughter sveksd by the nDew
snoking room story, Jmong the Liberal influsnses which still met upen
fruman the ghost of Eooserslt im by Car the strongeet) and it is olften
diffieult for & mere shads to osrry comvietion whan Gegrge By Allan is
also thers in the exsessively solid flesh, telling his jokes snd knowing
precisely what hs waots.

To all istents end purposes indesd the American Liberal cause
is all but leaderless., Ite best servanta are & handful of ssurageous
wministrators === Wilgon Wystt, Paul Porter, Chester Bowles, and Pred
Yinson === but they are servaots, For the rest, thers sre tha lsbor
ehieftalns, like Wulter Heuther, Philip Murrsy snd Sidoey Hillman, whose
sphere is restricted by their prefessional sitsshmmts. Thers is Wallsse,
too Soviti 15 Teot, ot Theve ore Skt Sa M et S
schieved sonspleugusness witheut. sttaining to lesdarship, And thers are
the assorted Justioss of the Suprems Court s to anst off their
dark serements, bresk forth from their temb, sud rise again as politisians
in order to be leaders in & true sense,
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Ag a result, in the past year, the sminal secter of
Jmorissn Liberalims has passod from baghingtom to New Yerk, whare
Liberal inotellestuals opugregete, where the Liberal press is strongest,
and where the most significent organisaticns of the Laft of emter, sush
as the OI0-FAD, have thelir hoadquartsrs. The consequances hars net bemn
happy, for sonsslousness of political realitiss does not flourish in
Bow York., There is a tendency there to think sbout pelities in large,
meaningless sbatractions; to make simple, sgreesbls assumptions and
ronson fraa them), Yo pin neat but inssourste lsbels upen eppenants and
thus to diaposs of thelr wrguments,

Not long sgo, one of your sorrespendents was ;‘.l“ st &
discussion in which Secretary of State Jmmes F. Byrmes' "pstisnce and
firmness® towards the Sovists were sxplainsd swey, on the fasile greumd
thut the dtste Department was a mere haven of elsgant reastiomaries. &
eortaln inconsistency btetwesn this view and the Department's Argectioe
polioy was husbly suggested. Wharess sn ordinarilly iotelliges: Libaral
female replied, with something- oloss to & knowlng lesr, that she had
good remson to belleve thet this policy was a mere mask for & sserst
undarstanding between the Departmental spat-besrers and ﬂill-‘_l Peron,
This preposterous wmounosment was grested with interested eredulity,

Ho one was oomrso enough to mention the muple, irrefutabls evidense that

w1 understanding with Peron was in fast, at that very mement, being urgently
sought met by ouwr spst-bearers bub by a Soviet wissiom in Busnes kyres.

Nor is this eurious habit of self-delusion limitod te the wmappolising type
of Liberal who throbe with elevated feelings in the stimulating stmosphire
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of the Bterk Club, Imumersbls and sble sditers, publisista lsber
leadory and cthers of real influsnee in the Libersl movement share it
to the full, Oonsequently, for exsaple, the Soviet objestive in Iran
was amcieusly but misleadingly sxplained as bring no mere than eil,
although eil had been -rr-ni';ﬁf Meletev by Stettinius and Bden st Yalts,
two yoars before, and again effersd by Bevin %o Gtalin whea $he Iran
dispute threstensd,

This is bessuse the facts snd atnesphere of Seviet pelioy
and Bovietelmeriosn relations me simply net imown in Bew York, It o
euly - “:nm eoms in and the busizess of palitiss Lw earried e that
ons hears of -uﬂ straws 1o the wind s mﬁ"ﬁ’mc-uﬂhh-n
Andre' Vishinsky and sn lssrissn trerelling with him en Mediterranesa
Cemmigsion busioess, This used to be jomething of & bysswerd in the Mhite
House in Beszs7alt's last year, It emme ot the end of & fairly sheerful
evening. As though desiding st last to solve a botharsame pussls;
Vishinsky suddenly inquired why the United Sabes d1d net "takm South
imariea®, The startled imeriesn replied that we 4id not want South Amerios,
Vishinsky, in s rather worrisd wiy, wged thet we must o lepst desire teo
sateblish our Bepire ever Central Americe. Mgain the Ameriesn protested
that the cooupation even af Oamtral Ameries wes not part of sur postwar
plan, “But I oan mssure you," said Vishinsky, as theugh removing the only
pessible reason for this strangs self-denial, "y govermment would not have
the slightest sbjestion”, O(me emn imagine ih'ﬂcit Libaral thinkers
who argus thet there is ne difference betwesn our swnarship of the Panmma
Onnsl md the joviet desire for the Dardanelles, if myoae in this eountry
took the Vishinskisn view of eur national intersste,
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It must fioally be added, with all frenkmess, thah the
Liberal tendenay towards self-delusion is vastly inoressed by the singular
Liberal sttitude towsrds the imerismn Oommmists and fellswetrerellsrs,
The herrer of "red-baiting” is ss natural as it is sdmirsbls) fer the
futurs will be dark indeed if.this scuntry ever indulges 1o sosbher orgy
of viclenee axd suppression of Libartlesa soh ap we sxperimmesd under
ittorney General Mitehell Palmer, The Ossmmists have m entive right te
held md te sxpress suy views they shosse, Bub there is all the difference
in the world beteeen steutly defending that right, md belng o8 fearful of
an honast assmsasmant of the Comumist position thet meutisaing the werd
"Oomaundet,” somea elese to belng a bressh of etiquette, Thers ls, in
truth, s element of snebbim eew of pentoesl regeard for werreet deportment
=== in this Liberal sttituds towsrds the Commmists, whish ssn preduss
desnright ludiorous results,

Cane such was & laughabls epleeds in the Liberal veterans'
orgmaisation, the Amerissn Vetersua' Commitbes: One of the finest mspests
of the AVO's fine reserd has beem its fight against recial diseriminstion,
Mot lomg ago, an all-Meprs pest from Herles applied for aduiscien te the
oy, Avielsnt rew ensmd, in whish fisks were pounded, veless ware raised,
and AVO leaders hurled sharges of "Hitlerim" ot cie snethers In sppesrance,
the issus was whether the new post, being all-Negre, was prastising resial
disgerimination agalnet whites, But the res really started beamiss the AVO
londers nll knew but dared net msctlon that the alleNegre pest wes demins-
ted by partyeliners, and feared the well-inomn sensequenses of Opemmi b
penetretion into Liberal crgmuisations, The sturdy AVO will of eswrse
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survive this mementary sessntrieity, but the Liberal mgvemsnd as a
whole will suffer if many Liberals somtinus to glve way ts their
peoulisr snobbimm, Jutelligent thinking sbout world affairs i ime
possible, se long as any realistie Liberal sssesment of the Oesmmist
and the Sevist pesiticns is instsntly halted by s sharp word frem "l
Dadly Worker®, or a hiot that thie is the line of Oslome]l Roberd R,
HeCormiok (an sll-powerful pressription, although the HeOsmmisk-Fatterson
press ig almost as voelferous ths "Worker® in deerying firm dealings with
the doviets.)

In truth self-delusion, prastised fer sll the feregelsng
reascns, is at the very hosrt of the tragedy of Amsrisan Liksralim, Ome
oannot help but wonder whether this self-delusion would here besn praoticed
Af Hoosevelt, who was both & gresh hlhr' and a grest realist, J&’bﬂ
bis 1ile and nealth, Thers ls & good deal of evidence that hy weuld nok
bare parmitted i, [uring his last year, fer sxmple, Hocsevelt let theme
cloge to him know thet his somsessions to the Soviet Unlom wers & wartime
sapedient, which would be abandoned for & firmer polisy when the war snded,
Bef'ore his own untimsly desth, Harry Hepiclng made the seme pelnot te several
ef his frisnds, md even steted that firmness would heve besn shown mush
sarlisr by Recesvelt than by Trumasn, Haile he wstlll lived, Ressevelt was
follewing » Pelish polisy whish plainly fereshadowed s shangs in this diree-
tien, Firmness in short wia ocne mapect of Roossvelt's pestwsr plan,
dnother waa Indiosted by his cemstank, streng insisteces em thiy esuntry's
responsibility to use its grest wealth te rebulld the devagtated srems
and aselst the backwerd nations, 6till snother was revesled in the signifi-
onnes he sttaghed to the Tnited Nekione,



HOUWAIIS346d W04 03M1 3 IWNIRHO

=l -

Roosevelt fully understoed that both Germany sad Russia
wers ruthlsss poliscs states, buk belisved you sould do businegs with
Bussia, where you sould not with Jermany, becsmuse the bagle sensspt of
Nazism was barbarle, while the basis comeept of Sevietimm is the purpose
to improve the lot of all men, But Roosevelt also kmew, snd sedd, what
the Liberals de oot know) that appessement is alweys wrong, in whatever
sommection, sinoe it always eventually results im s situstion where you
must fight or louekle undar ferever, He koew, snd sald, thak wars wers
srerted not by weslmess and eofnoiletion, but by firmness md strength,
And he knew, snd peinted out, the vital impers te thls eswstry of the
world pewsr relstionship, wWeuld this man, who lad the United Ststes iote
the most terrible war in history to prevent the domination of Rwepe snd
Asim by twe powars, have besn ommplasent befere tha possibility thet cme
pever alens would reach this pesition of unshallengesbls predmminanse?

- It is useless to spsoulate on what the details of Rocsevelt's
polioy might have besn todey, hovever olsarly one may fesl sne under-
stacds his gulding prinoiples, But there is a fine Rceseveltisn ring te
the poligy which, it is kl-l.-:luntﬂ',r of Ftete J?'c:: ‘":'-:ﬁ"r-u.a .
now like to pursus, if he eould given the teels for the job out=
limed on sound mrthority, this pelicy is as follows:

1, Alleput suppert for the United Nations, as & working
world erganisation oapsble of previding prastisal solutions of werld
problms, This implies detormined rejection of the Seviet view, thes UM
is Uttle better than s buresu fer registering the rare sgremmsnts of the
major powers.

B, Ioternationalissbion ef the terribls new wespsng under
UN santrel, snd sponsership of sound messures of disarmment, under UN
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direstion, This is plammed both te remove the hidesus thresh of a new,
stomle war, and to infuse iote the UN the elemsxte of seversigoty which it
must soquire te funotion ms a permement world ergmmisstien,

5, Firmness in all dealings with the Soviet Umlen, in order
to halt the precess of Soviet expanalon,

4y The broadest sffert of rellef wmd reconstrustiom all over
ths world, This both serves humsnitarisn ends, and removes the sonditions
whigh now aetually tempt the Seviets te w.uﬂwf*'l‘?l‘;i a'-:::m
md poverty, foudalism and ssonmio shass sreste nuﬁ?ﬁh—u‘n—n
filled in one way, it will be fillsd in ancther. Shert of war, no depley
of moriemn firmness eun permsnently halt the Seviete! sowerd marsh, s
long as conditions everywhers gomstitute an open lmvitetionm to the Hasters
of the Kremlin., UNor is it smough to effer a few billicas in lesng te
selscted good risks, After the inosleulsbls ecat of the war, that is &
way of weving a pency to lese & pound, There must be mush larger lesns,
Thare must be far more genersus rellef, And there mugt be mamy mare re-
graas like the Yangtse Dem, whish would give 100 millicn (hiness something
like a degent life, or tho Jordsn Valley Authority, which weuld end the
oonfliot between Jew and Arsb by providing plenty for them bokh.

The purpess of the pregrm as a whols is mot te risk war with
the Seviet Uniom, but to remove the dmger of war, by sresting a world in
whioh the United Btates sad the Soviet Uniem can live st pesge tegether
without the terribls mutual suspieien, the despening divisicea betwmem
Bussia md the West, whish now mark all ow relstions, Osafronbed with sush
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o progrem, the mstute loaders of the Soviet state would understand
their inability te ommpete, and would develop a new polisy of progress
by internc]l developmsmt, and squal partnerghip in the United Netjonma,
ind thus, eventually, time would remove suspleion snd divisienm and
P o g iy of Shaas L may well be the tragedy
of the United 3tates, for a very sicple resscn, The feregeing 4s a
minimm pregrea, a8 any henost high offielal of the Gtate Department
will freely séait, And ¢ is essentially o Liberal progrems Mmeriesm
Comservatives will net insist upon Ameriesn ssoeptanss of such huge
reaponaibilities, Teu do not best the drum for Tangtse Dmms and Jordm
Velley Autherities, if you heve ealy just reccswiled yourself te the
WA Tt is therefors the Liberals who must spesk out. Bub mations ramly
aot from purs, bumanitarian motives. The Ameriem pecpls, susplelous
oven o the British loan, will mever shoulder far grester responsibilities
unless they are eenwinced thet the alternatives wre deeply dengerous to
them, That specisl conwiotion of our danger oan gnly be osaweyed by men
who have faced up realistically to the mature of the Jovisteimariesn som-
petition, The Liberals have net taken that plunge, and thus the Liberals,
who must speak out, emnet eomrry comvietion, The whole mstion is whipsewed,
a2 1t wer's, by the Liberal tragedy,

Thet ia ooe side of the medal, The other side, en whieh sne
may read the future of Morican Conssrvetimm, is ne less disaouwraging, For
the attrastion of the sxtremists for the moderstes is just as streng en
the politioal right as on the politisal laft, Alresdy sme hesrs mere sd
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more good Mmerlocan burghers talking the polsonous drivel of mtieSemitimm,
Already one hoars more and more disoussions of the Labor movement by ferme
orly reasonsbls men, who now use the language of Colonel MoCormiok and
Representative John Raxkin, that 1s streoger still, coe aleo hears, more
and more often, the dsolute fsolationim of the Pattersen~loCormiok press,
vhat doos it mesn, ooming from these men who omn hardly enjoy & Seviet
triumph?! Ons smnnot wold the suspiecion thet it implies subsenssious sscapt=
anoe of the Vishinsldan analysis, md a visceral antioipstien of anm ulti-
mste deal with Hoseow, under which each of the two grest pewers will degline-
ate its ares, and reduce to enslewed dependsngy all cther, wesker pecples
within its imperial sphere. Insidentally, an almost epen inwitatiom te
preeisely such a deal was thrown out only the other day, by General
Galektionov, military ccomentator of "Prawda.”

Let no Mmeriean Liberal deceive himself. It {s not the left
which will gein strength Af the margh of Joviet imperialism is mot halted,
It 1s not the Liberals who will then soquire followers, if they continue
te publish to all sud sundry the vxtent of their self-delusion, In the
spasm of terror which will siese this country, if we mraken one merming with
the sudden sensation of enoirolement, it i1s the right eee the very sxtreme

ain 4hi f-‘:‘.!_'g_{x.
right == which is most likely to wednmpli, If that time ever cemes, it
will be as deteateble teo homost Conservatives as to homest Liberals. A
friend well said to Heary Wallaco, after one of his pro-ioviet speeches)
"lisnry, has it ever soourred to you that you're teking s big risk? TYou're
talking the langusge of Chmmberlain and Simon, If you're wrong sbout Soviet
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intentions, won't you and your friends do to American Liberalim what
Chamberlain and Simon 414 te the British Conservative party!® Very

briefly, thet gave him pause,
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December 5, 1946 =
Dear Joe: ¥ +-_- X
I am guite horrified by thg piacu which yqu w: En
about Elliott. 1 assure u
the actual things which ha said in his book, 'and
50 can a good many other people because they wete

told many times, He may have: misint.tp:ctad but
that is a matter of epinien. .

e

Ehdt T cAn corrob titd*_f”"

As to the experience in Moscow I think 1t quuiafhﬁﬁﬁ--'.'

been more sporting to wait until you had a chance
to inguire from Elliott as to what hlpponad ;
and what had not happened.

¥You are entirely wrong in thinking that a tele-

gram was sent by the family in the way that you suggest.

Franklin, junior, must have told you that I sent a
cable, but not for the reason that you attribute

to me, but because I wished Elliott to know that

he was being quoted and that probably the Repub-
licans were going to balt him on everything that

an inconspicuous person could say without any :
notice being taken of it. My cable could not have
reached Elliott before he made his first and second
statements, and you attribute the latter to the
receipt of my cable, which was not sent until after.
his two statements appeared in the papers.

You may
PEESCN.
that he is doing what he is today from an idealistic
feeling about his Father and his Father's policies.
He is not a communist, but he is trying ko be fair
and to carry out the friendly spirit that he feels
his Father had. I think we will get further that
way, and those of us who are put in the position
where we have to come in contact head on because

of the subject matter, still try in every way pos-
sible to show that we are not unfriendly to tha
people themselves. I would have you read the end

of my speech to Mr. Vishinsky.

I am old and it makes no difference to me what any
body says or thinks, either in praise or in blame,
but when you are young, if people are unfair, I
think it does make a difference and I think you
should have waited before cnndamninq Ellihtt fur

or may not think that Elliott is an admirable
I happen to know that he haa ideals and -

SR V-




his side of the story. I know Ambassador Smith
was not in Moscow, so he sent no message, but I
am also aware that someone else did. Things in
in cold print are often very different from the spoken
word, which you know as well as I do. - Pt

I have often differed with my children.' I have
always tried to recognize their motives which lay
behind what they said or did, that is something that
we owe to those whom we love. I make no comparison
between any of my children - that have different
qualities and different abilities, but I do not
think that Elliott is dishonest. I think he is.
quite conscious of the mistakes which he has made
in 1life. As you grow older, you will realize-

that there are always two sides to every story and
that sometimes people sln, but thay rar&ly sin
alone. -

I have rarely been more indignant than I Haa_un
reaing the beginning of your column.. I am
devoted to you, and for that“reasnnl I feel that
I must tell you truthfully how I feel about our s
not waiting to write until Elliott was back n b
the country and you could talk to him or he could
at least answer you. Writing for money is no sin,
which you well know, only dishonest writing is a
sin

Affectionately,
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I have often differed with my own -n};ﬂdrm. I have always
tried to recognize thelr motives. mmfx which lay behind what they !
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resgon I feel thet I must tell you truthfully how I feel about
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