


Elizabethtown, Indiana,

September 6, 1948.

Mrs., Eleanor Hoosevelt Ll
Hyde Park
New York.
Dear ldrs. Roosevelt,

Fver since you have had a column in the Howard-Scripps
papers I have read 1t in the Indianapolis Times, and have always
enjoyed it and heen helped hy it. I was very happy recently when
you mentioned one of my favorite stories - "Petunia's, That's ¥or
Kemewbrance." wore than forty years age I copied it with a pen
in wy scrap-book from a magazine, hecause I didn't want it to leave
me., I have her name as Dorothy Canfield, so it must have been written
hefore her marriage.

But I couldn't associate the story you aentioned with the
title. So I got out my old scrap book and re-recad the story. You
prohably referred to some one of her stories you had read. But I
was 80 glad someone else rememhered the title to this well-loved
story of mine. Thids was hefore I knew her, surely hefore she hecame
so famous: and even though I had her name in this old book, I had
never associated her with the story. Altogether it was a very pleasant
experience. I am just nine months younger than you, so0 we must have
both read it and remembered it through Lhs years.

I read yonr antobhiography in the "Ladies Home Journal’, and the
other articles, and have followed you,too} through the years.
I am ready this morning to start another vear of school. Like

s0 many others T started over eleven ysars afo.

“inesrely,
{M-MWM



., MRS. MAMIE H. ARDIS

544 West Fourth, Street, Downey, California
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A Tnibule

The West Los Angeles
Business Association re-
quested the Rev. Elijah
Hull Longbrake, D. D, to
deliver a memorial
tribute for

FRANKLIN DELANO
ROOSEVELT

at their monthly dinner
meeting April 13, 1945.
He gave the following
address and at their re-
quest it was published in
full in the local press.
This reprint is presented
by them:

Joe Brandberg,
President

When the news of the passing
of the Immortal Lincoln reached
MNew York, the then youthful
Garfleld was just passing the
great Wall street bullding, and
mounting the approach, he said,
“The President is dead! God
relgns; and the government at
Washington still lves."

The world bows today with
America, shadowed by the trag-
edy that her chief prinee, Frank-
lin Delano Roosevelt, on April
12, 1945, had answered the last
summons, had gone to meet his
Maker, and recelve his reward
and the victor's crown.

It would almost scem to be
folly for us today, so close to
the stalwart stature of him who
has led us for these past years
to even try to evaluate him, el
ther personally or to mark his
place in the world. What he
was ig sealed. His place in the
world will take the dellberate
time of the historian to record.

It is said that you must meas-
ure a great man as you would
a great bullding, the depth be-
low the watertable, as well as
the hclght above It, and to note
well the superstructure.

To do the former you must
know the traditions of the fore-
bears, also the atmospheric en-
virons of his ancestors, that you

you
must know the motivating fac-
his

declsions, ambitions and service.

Tracing the background of
Franklin Delano Roosevelt, you
reach back Into that Dutch-Hol-
land people and the sturdiness of
thelr character. Then be aware
that iInto his life stream came
coursing an aristocratic linsage
of weallh. Strange as [t may
geem, It was from this back-
ground he came into the nation's
hour of need in the wmidst of
the nation's direst economic €x-
perience of all its history. It
may have been the genlus and
stroke of providence which
brought from such a comblna-
tlon of eclements the man des-
tined with understanding to meet
that hour. That understanding
made for the fearlessness with
which he moved, for as he said,
“fear is man's worst enemy,”
and in his procedurc he seemed
to krow no measure of fear, but
with determination characteristic
of his future days gave with
favors to none, establishing his
course which led from city 1o
state, from state to natlon, snd
on Inte the wery precincts of
world erisis as the dominant fig-
ure among all assoclates.

Cme cannot but give admira-
tlon to what came tn be the
secret of his career. In 1921,
24 years ago, while yet facing

the shock which resulted

down, soon he was able ta v
with the ald of crutches
braces, and wvery socon bex
known as “the man who o
back."

Within the guarter of a
tury that followed, he rose f1
the measured publie life, to
come governor of his state, I
York, then to the place high
in the gift of America, cf
executive of the natlon. |
story is 80 well known that
relate it would be llke carry
coals to Newcastle, but its n
rative will thril]l youth and &
for generatlons to come. N
withstarding the handicap,
claimed place not only for hi
zelf, but for his nation, and w
reckoned on all sides as the p
mier of the world's chieftains

Coming to the fore In the 1
tiom in his first term he fac
doubtless the most dismal ho
which has econfronted the &
nomie life of the American pe

realms of the netion, that tl



Germany, flving at the throats
of unsuspecting nelghbors, and
moving with strange strategy for
world conmquest; [aly jolning
forces with Germany: France
conguered by Cermany: Poland
taken over; China already belng
overtun by Japan; Japan, play-
Ing the game of deceplion even
with America, our leader sesk.
Ing to bring about amicable re
lauions, that war might be avaid.
ed, even with the fullest of hos
pltality of our President at s
best, Japan pushing her foul
decelt to the very doofs of our
White Houge, patience =xhausted
and oeasing to be a  wirfue,
Franklin Delano Roopevelt rose
fo acthon, called for our nation
to meet the new world catastro-
phe, and pledging himself to
lead us until final victory was
palned, not only over these vie
lous assaults, but umtdl [t was
gnined for all men everywhere
Here |t was that mastery of gen
lus was glven opporiunity to
meet the enemy.

Following the example of his
lustrious predecesscr in World
War I, he assumed personal re
sponsibliity to lead and confer
with world leaders involved. Naot-
withstanding his handicap, dis-
tanceé, nor inconvenlence eould
nat deter him, and using the
facilitica of his office, trawelled
ta far centers, anywhere to meet
chiefs of natlons of the Allles,
anytime, and London, Atlantie,
Casa Blanca, Mediterranean, Te-
heran, Moscow, Yalta, and scon
Ban Francisco, found new slg.
nifieances, and becamne polnts
from which radiated new hope
far victory.

His leadership was s master
of the group and the chart of
the war's progress has moved
with almost wizardry of prech
slon, until today, the strong
holds of the enemy, not only are
blasted, but are falling to the
nations of the ecarth which are
driving the bestlality of the
hordes of Ttaly, Germany and
Japan, and the barbaric warrlors
both to defeat, and uncondition-
al surrender, which will enable
the forces of right to bulld &
new  world lke God's world
would be.

High purpose inspired his am
bitlons. Soclal justiee for all;
concern for the forgoiten man;
the “good melghbor' policy; the
full measure of freedom, mplied
in the “four freedoms” and the
spirit of democracy for all peo
ple, with that protected by ihe
strong In cooperatlon with the
weaker natlon. These are bt
& few of the far reaching pur
poses to which he gave the ful
measure of his strength and life.

On the very face of It, it seems
an unspeakahle tragedy that an
the very ewve of final victory in
Germany, and the not distant
victory over Japan, which will
liberate China, that he should
be taken away.

May I remind you that Provi
dence, the very God of nations,
moves In ptrange wave, which
time senls with the approval of
demonstration,

Do you remember that fade
less leader of Israel, Moses, wh
promised for his people the land
of deliverance, Canaan, and yet
wag only able to lasok over inta
It, but newer permitted to set
foot upon 7 I wonder what
was In his thrilling ming and

shouted for joy In the hope for
hin poople,

Lt us come closer to our day
and home—when this land of
opportunity had given such evi
dence of belng the home for
men from all climes where they
might find the home of the free
and the land of the brave, was
threatened by divislon, which
would have destroyed It and
blasted God's great demonsira-
tlon center for this age, a heav-
en on earth; in the hour of trial
he called forth, as over ls His
woni, the dellverer, Father Ab.
raham, and the unlon was saved
from belng torn asunder; the
slaves were emancipated and as
the smoke of bottle was dying
away, the mighty man of suf-
fering and sacrifies wos sudden-
I+ called from his earthly task
la the Innd of realization and
happiness, and then Stanton
sald . . "Now he belongs to the
apes” and he was at home with
the Immortals,

Yesterday when that sorvant,
who had risen desplte his lwndi-
eap, to natlon and world pre
miership, still, though secking
rest, working to his utmost
heard the trumpet oall, "Tt is
enough, come up higher" . . .
our hearts stood still for a bit

than we can bear,

But he has gone to joln our
bays from our own firesider wha
have given their sapreme sacri
fice. I suspect they saluted him
as “Commanderin-chiel” and he
in his characteristic way, re-
tarned, “Comrade.”

He led In making the chart
for the malntenance of lving

as “Good nelghbors” He planned
under God, with the great lead-
ors of the nations, for what was
destined to be, “Fashioning the
new world order for peace”
His wisible presence will not
be at San Franclsco. The ine

shared, will have gleaming di-
rection, and his purpose wil!l In-
fluence many a determination.
Yet lke Moses, he saw the
cloging in of the great armles
which he led a8 commanderin.
chief, the unconditional gurren-
der of the destroyers, and with.
in such short while would have
marched to conquest . . . but . . .
like that other great leader,
could not set foot on the prom-
Ised land, so he foo must chimb
fo the pinnacles of the everlast-
Ing ;ml-nd-'llmln witness  the
march of € triumphant wic
tory. From there will he wit
meas the onmarching of the ever
loyal carry to the ultimate the
extablishment of the “Four Free
doms” and all those Implled,
both at home and for the world
around, the “divine rights of all
men" to the abupdant lfe, For
this did he give his last full
measuie of sacrifiee and service.
It is most difflcult to employ
words when they seem such
empty vehlcles, so Inadeguate,
and when said, leave us still
wanting to pour out our tribute
to worth 8o

would not even have tried: cour-
age which waned not but fanned
with foe fires of the furnace of
difficulty; friend clalming all as

Tonight we feel the apirit of
the immortal Lincoln, who seek-
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