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The Wiltwyck Sr-hool for Boys, lac. 
BOX 71 • ESOPUS • NEW YORK 

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt 
29 Washington ~quare West 
.liew :Xork 11, New Iork 

My dear Mrs. Roosevelt: 

May 31, 1946 

The attached report is a summary of our contact 
and thinking regarding John Buffaloe, the son or 
your cook. We saw John and his mother at our 
office in New York; checked via telephone on 
John' s school situation and "cleared" the family 
through the Soci al Ser•ice Exchange . The Social 
Service Exchange is a "clearing house" for all 
families in Gr eater New York City who have been 
known to any. social agencies in Greater Hew Yorit 
City . 

Please feel free to call upon us if there is 
anything further we can Co in relation to either 
John or his mother ,\ 

Very sincerely yours 

' 



.. 

RE: JOHN BUFFALOE, 
Age 15 years 

Mother: Vivian 
Father: James 

PRESENT ADOREBS: 
1229 Franklin Avenue, Broax,KY 

You will recal.l that we spoke with both you and Miss Thompson 
about our interview at our New York City office with both John and 
his mother . John would not consider even the possibility ot spend­
ing the summer at Wiltwyck. Apparemtly the mother has used a 
rather continuous threat "about sending him awayn and John inter ­
preted planni~ for him at Wiltwyck for the summer as a ruse on the 
part ot his mother to have him "put away.n We then discussed with 
John the possible plan of his going to a regular summer camp in 
New Hampshire. He seem~d receptive to tbis idea attar we explained 
in some detail that it is only a summer camp for . children who live 
in New York City and that it had no connection with an institution 
for the long term care and treatment of children. We agreed to 
explore this possibility and see if it would be possible to work 
out a summer camp plan for the months or July and August for him. 
His mother seemed accepting of this idea. 

John is attending Junior ·aigh School Number 40 in the B~onx. 
He is in a CRMD class (children with retarded mental development) 
and is ~n an adjustment grade which John describes as being the 9B 
t erm. 4 he school reports that John is not conspicuous 1n behavior 
at the school and is not outstanding in any ··way. His Intelligence 
Quotient was thought to be within the dull normal category of 
between 75 and 80. There is a history of some truancy and the 
school felt that the boy was not working up to his low capacity . 
He will graduate from this junior high school as of the end of 
this school term, but the school does not feel that John has the 
abil ity or interest to so on to a specialEed vocational high school 
such as Auto-mechanics {this was John' s expressed w1 th to me) . 
The school felt that he was an extr emely dull child, essentially 
lacking in real motivation who presented no special. behavior problem. 

Through the Social Service &xchange, we note that the f amily 
was known to the Probation department ot the Court of Special 
Sessions in the Boonx. We wrote to tbis agency tor a summary of . 
their knowledge of the f amily situation •. Attached is the report 
tha t we received from this agency . You will note that there appears 
to have been a t airly long history of r ather severe marital. con-
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f lict between the par ents and it is to be noted that when John was 
13 year s of age the r eport states that he was t hen living in the 
sout h with r elatives . We do not know how long John has lived with 
his t other in New York but wonder it he has not spent a great deal 
of his life in the south with rela tives and if he does not feel a 
little r ejected because of this fact. 

Krs. Buffaloe impresses us as being a quiet possibly dull 
person who had been able to provide the child with an environmental 
situation that was essentially without much warmth or sense of 
motivation. She seemed interested i n the child but apparently is 
a pretty ineffective parent. She seems to have tried to control 
t he child through threats of sending him away. He did not seem 
particularly relaxed with· her and we got the impression that the 
relati onship was probably not very close or ver y satisfac tory f or 
the mother or child . We were unable to have Mrs. Buffaloe engage 
in any conversation regarding t he child ' s f ather and felt that 
there was still a great deal of conflict in thie area. 
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CITY OF NEW YORK 
COUin' OP' SNCIAL SIEMION• 

~8A T10N DIIPAitTMilHT 
••• o ....... COHcoullM •'"*• 81 . N. Y. 

Kay 16 , 1946 , 

Miss Natalie Dunbar, Director, 
Case Work Department , 
Tne Wlltwyck School tor Boys, Ina ,, 
271 West 125th Street, 
New York City. 

Dear Madam: 
Ra : J AI.!ES BUn' ALO 

1203 fulton Ava . Bx. 

• I 
! 
• • ·-

James Buffalo, tether ot John was arrested July 28, 1944 on coaplalnt 
ot his wife Vivian who charged that about 4 P, K., in t heir apartment et 1203 
Fulton Avenue , he struck her on the face an1 heed ae .. ral times wltb his tiata 
and kicked her with his booted t oot. As a result she incurred a a.ollen aye, 
several loose teeth end a bruise on bAr head , She stated that her dentist in­
formed her she mieht need to have one or more teeth extracted as a result ot · 
the injury, · 

Re weut to trial and was oonvi otad August 1 , 1944 in this Court . 

On Aueust 22 , 1944 he received a suspended sentence or thirty days 
in the Workhouse , The reason tor this apparent l y was that Mrs. Buffalo in­
formed the Court tb.at a lthough defendant bad struck h11r frequently in the past 
she now intended to leave hia, However, wiab1n8 to do everytb1D8 abe could to 
keep her home together, more t or the sake of her child than herself' end since 
James had made a promise to mend bls ways generally and never strike her again, 
she was willing to give him another chance, a nd in view or that did not deaire 
the Court to impose a Jail sentence upon t he defendant . Subse~uently she in­
fo rmed probation officer that James had said he no longer intended to live with 
her , that he did not want t o s upport bar and that be was taking that position 
because she had had him arrested , She was advised to take act ion i n the Pamily 
Court to obtain a aup~ort order, 

The arresting officer also atated that defendant bad refused to aub­
mit to arrest, resisted the officer and bad to be taken to the Station House 
by force. 

James Buffalo was !lila tive ot Rsleip, • .c., and bad been 1n Baw York 
City since 1929 , Be had been varioualy eaployed as a truck driver and porter 
and tor one and a halt years pr ior to arrest a s a metal aorter tor the Bendis 
Avi ation Corp. , Bendix, New Jeraey. Ria earnings ware approst.ately too.oo weekly, 

( 
They bad one child, a son, thirteen yaars ot •••• Who was then living 

with relatlvea in the South, 

Krs. Buffalo st.t ed that bar husband drank ratber heavily and •ll• had 
been bavinc dif'tioulty with him for q111te 10. tiM. Be did not lift bar •oacll 
money to support t he boll~ebould properly as a result ot whicll abe bad to \ate 

- continued-
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J AM 1:8 .J. II YAH 
CHIEr ~RO.ATION Otr,lc.Git 

Re: James Buffalo 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
COURT OF SNCIAL SUSIONS 

,.1'108ATION DIE,.AIITMIENT 
881 OlllAND CoHCOURH 

8RONX Sl. N. Y. 

-2- May 16, 1946. 

employment as a cleaning \'lOman, and at the time of assault she was em­
ployed i n that capacity at the Empire State Building. 

Buffalo was registered with Local Board No. 39, Order No. 1657 and 
was classified in 1-A. His Social Security No. was 089·03-0654. 

Hoping this information will be of assistance to you. 

Very 

• 

'l'Fl4aoN/CE Charge. 
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