


1815 "s" Street, Northwest, Apartment #103
Mi'ﬂgtﬂﬂl 9. Dl eq

August 21, 1916

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt
New York, New York

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

You were kind enough to interest yourself in my plight some years ago
when I was vainly pounding the sidewalks of Rochester - an unemployed
stenographer - in search of work, at a time when millions were idle
throughout the countryside. Through your interest and that of the
late Senator Royal S. Copelend, I was offered a position in Washington
in the early Spring of 193l at which time I entered the Government
Servioe as Stenographer on the Negro staff of the U, S. Division of
Subsistence Homesteads, Department of the Interior. I owe much te you
for the improvement in my economic status, the enriched experience I
have amcquired and the additional training in secretarial performanoe
which I have gained as a civil servant in the Federal Govermment.

Subsistence Homesteads, as you lmow, was one of President Roosevelt's
special experimental projects.

The Resettlement Administration, headed by Dr. Rexford Guy Tugwell,
absorbed the personnel and program of Subsistence Homesteads in 1935.
Farm Seourity Administration came into existence from this reorgani-
zation a little later and becames an integral part of the Department
of Agriculture. FSA has quite recently received basic legislation

and is now the Farmers Home Administration, having had added to it

. the personnel end functions of the Emergency Crop & Feed Loan Division
of the Farm Credit Administration.

Though I have practically "grown up" with the organization I have

only been advenced to the classifiestion of CAP-4 in more than twelve
years of contimious service. While I have been confined to the lower
grades aend low salery brackets over this peried, working in the capaci-
ties of Stenographer, Junior Stenographer, Assistant Clerk-Stenographer,
Secretary, Clerk and (present position) Clerk-Stemographer, other typists
and stenographers have steadily advanced to much higher grades, beooming
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pdministretive sssistents, executive assistents and other high grade
positions. Others with much shorter periods of service hawe been
repidly advanced to higher grades via "double jump" promotions. About
01l the typists end stenographers who begen in the "early days" ere
now in higher classificetions end Grade L, is more or less used as en
entrence grade for new employees in most of the egencles today. I em
only in the third step of that grade at the present time.

I heve had Civil Service stetus for quite some time, having acquired
Civil Service retings as Senior end Junior Stenographer. My Efficlency
Ratings for the years 1939 through 1943 were "VERY GOOD" end for the
years 190, and 1945 "EXCELLENT".

T desire and would welcome & change. As a step in that direction, I
heve recently forwarded to the Personnel Anelysis Division of UN my
applioetion for work es a Clerk-Stenographer and it is earnestly
hoped thet it will merit favorable cons ideration; though I realize

the perocentege of American personnel will be limited end that American
Yegro personnel will of necessity be of an even smaller percentage.

T ¥mow your endorsement of my application would be of very great value
end T em wondering vhether you would agein honor me with a word in my
behalf. I am very well acquainted with hard work end have no illusions
about the "workload" of the Secreteristfend steffs of the United Nations.

I apologize for teking up your time with this lengthy letter but I wanted
to furnish you some informetion es to my employment history before making
the above respectful request. Whatever you may find it in your power to
do in my behalf will be greatly appreciated.

Yours Most Respectfully,
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THE OGREAD ALIEIJCAN TAOLE

By Willien D, Casner

What? Corregodor! Thst wighty fortress in old Wanilla Bay!

The Urent .winug Engle in lemrs looked down and snw wlere 0ld Glory lay.
Defentl Disgrese: With telous alenched and wings out apreasd

de scrzomed, "he'll win her Leck, o we'li ali be dead.

I wan ralsed to fight and “icbt | will

111 every onexy gun, cank, aod plane Le wi {1led,"

Old Glary from that rosk aust rise to proolals Juntice firom too skies,
den'e groed ror gold must be Lius Lroken

And uore oqusl distvibution of thls world's wealih wust be the token.
Wille rome ei'¢ rloh and otherns poor

¥1ill nivay=s De cruse far futw'e wara,

Irise to heirhts by mean unknosn

At o'ar Ood's graet wide world I rosam

On wheat 1 need snd nothing more,

S0 why the nesd of all this goret

Aa I soar o' Ood'e grest oreation

I onn plainly see that arecd's the curne of ovary nationm,

Penne om wertn, good will towm'd men

Ia the only cowree by wilco warld wars will ond,



DEWEY

by Wn. D. CASNER

Thomas E. Dewey, the knocking brat!l

What brains he has are not under his hat

He and his colleagues, in reforms they have led

Their minor successes-sure went to his head-

And on November the eighth when his campeign falls flat
He'll find to his sorrow his head's much too big for hi: hat
And when this great nation drinks to his health

It won't be Thomas Dewey, but Franklin Roosevelt
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A Bquawking Goose

by ¥a D, Casner

Clare Booth Luce, and old squawking goose

Can make more noise than & orying papoose
Instead of a buster

She's like an old bantam rooster
She'll sorcteh and cry and make the dirt fly

And never stop at telling a lie

che'1ll howl about the constitution but ain't it funny
S3he never says a word about Constitutional money
She'll rave and ory about our spending

And howl and bawl sbout our lease lending

' But never s word about the freedom we're winning
She's just a knocker|]

A green eyed jealous old kmocker

And on Nov Tth myl how the patriotic pecple will sock her,



by Wm. D. Casner
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LONG MAY IT WAVE O'ER PATRIOTS RRAVE

TYRANTS NE'RE SURRENDER

WHO'S NAME WE

AN EMPLEM AND
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very hord and that there 1s inter-
est in the Btate Department Liberia.
I hope the health will on
though I was d4i to hear t

able if of them brought dlscredit
on the health work which go hand in
hand with eduwation.

If you would have a talk with Dr. Channing
Toblas, vho is with the Phelps-Stokes
Company, 101 Park Avenue, New York Oity,
he be able to suggest some way of
interesting some of the Poundations.
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THE HONOURABLE C, ABAYOMI CASSELL, CHAIRMAN, LIBERIAN DELPGATION
DURING THE GENERAL DEBATE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE UNITED NATTONS

__IN ITS THIRTY-EIGETH PLENARY MEETTNG

26 OCTOBER 1946



in Liberis.

:
;

I give you the greetings of the Govermment

"The good oeighbour policy enuncisted and being propegated
by the Government of the United States of Americs, upon wvhose
system of government our own is modeled and vhose friendship
has heretofore been treditionally sywpathetic, is now becowming
more aotual, dynsmic and meterial. The provisions of the
Atlsntio Cherter, forwulated end sttested to by the same grest
Government as well as by the Government of Grest Britain, sesm
to me to be so besically correct, just, snd brosd that they
are capebls of uplifting menkind universelly to the highest
plane of freedom and self-determinstion. The only test is our
belief in and devotion to the principles made profert therein
end cur willingoese to ect end live in consonance with ite
grand and ideal provisicns. Thess two mations have attracted
snd sttached me all the sore to their general patiomal and
internationsl sims, beslies the fact of the demccratic
charsoter of their national institutions which would seem to
diotate that the closest poseibls co-operation end collabors-
tion with them and their allies should be sought by us and
realized, .

"We shall therefore aim st cultivating the closest
poseible friendly relations with thope Governwents and shall
aydéavour to identify ourselves most intimately with thew in
waking practicel the four freedoms; freedcm of speech, fresdom
of religion, freedom from feer, and freedom from want, vhich
they have proclaimed to the world and which we shall axpect
tor apply in equal measure to oursslves.

"In seeking to effect this, there must be crested mutual
confidence by the feithful and honest performance of cbligatioma
end a solem regard for engagements, snd ssorifices and con-
tribvutions to the fullest extent of our powers.”

up this cosmitment - the deeds bear evidemce of their full smd
eventual fruition - these words sre a happy sugury of the dewn of a pewv day
They are the precursore of the atteinment of the full stature

of the greatest 1deals man still strives for: liberty, eguality, fraternity,
snd of those things which ensure the achievement of the standards set by the
slacst grestest of charters of human liberty, the United Natioms Charter,
which is rivaled only by the Magna Carta, the Declarstions of Independence
of the Tnited Btates of America snd of the Republic of Liberis, and the
Atlamtio Charter, which enunciates thes four freedomes, idesls indeed which
ars mot only attainable but sust be sttained ere we heve a lasting snd
abiding peace. For, s0 long es inequities and injustices exist on ome of
God's broad sores, there will be no pescs,

of Liberia. In
partioulsr, I give you greestings from Willism V. 8. Tubman, ocur beloved
President, vhose pronouncesent on foreigo policy st the time he lsunched
blis sdministretion, vas meds in these immortsl words:

May I here apd now declare that the simple but besutiful snd altruistioc

vords of the presmble of our Charter state in eucoinoct essence the dresme of
great-souled and good men thromghout the ages. Their schievepent has been
prevented by the base, the mean, the low-bred, the cowardly, the cheating,
the dishonsst, the groes, the ignorant men of varying low complexes, who
believe they sre better tham others. They are the men who teach snd practice
intolerance, hatred, dissension, reciss, ignoble men vho have left in their
vaks suffering, murder, cemage, rape, slavery, hussn bondage, death,
destrnotion, hell and dammation,
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- They are no better then Hitler, Mussolini, Gosbbels, Goering, Heydrich,
Hismler and Julius Btreicher, the Jew-baiter. These t.nn are the
vhich sust clais comsideretion. For so long as they are permitted to yu.ﬂu-
thelir course st an even temor, there will be no peace.

How bard is 1t to disposs of such types?! The sbiding feith ss expressed
in the preasble of the Cherter, in the fundsmental humen rights, in the dignity
and vorth of the human person and the equal rights of men and wosen of
nations large snd small, end the essential humen requiresents of precticing
tolersnce, living together in pesce with cme another ss good meighbours, the
cutlewing of the use of arwed force or other forme of pressure, the promotion
of the sconomio and social sdvencement of all peoples, are definitely mesns
of solving thess acute problems.

In sddition to these, it will be necessary thet sham, hyproorisy,
make-balieve, deception, some forme of what is called diplomacy be sliminated,
that men face the hard facts of life, of jJustice and feir play, of homour and
dignity, of boldness and fesrlessmess, of insistence sgainst wrong, injustice
end advantage,

These things cannot be resolved over night. Thery require the grestest
shov end exercise of petismce, of tolerance, of the greatest effort snd willing-
nege to compromiss, sympsthite end understand each the point of view of the
other; the willingness to give end to take, the ignoring of petty differsnces
in the effort to achieve the greatest good for the greatest number; I mean the
prepervation of the sseentisl humen rights: liberty, squality snd fratermity.

I vent to tell you that every single bumen cresture is the object of God's

greatest interest and care, so that so long a8 one eingls shred of injustice
sts on this globe there will be no pesce, Only after every san shall
bis fellow man se entitled to justice, fair play end an opportunity to

liye, enly after we ensure am evon Justice for all, shall there be paace.
after we liberate all who are held in eny fore of bondsge of the slightest
degree, vhen every set of pecple, sccording to their ethnic group, shell dater-
mine how they prefer to live, mhall there be thet lasting peace we all so such
degire and talk about.

I belleve thet each time that an injustice 1s perpetratsd by ons persom °
agninat snother, punishment follows in some form, even if it takes times so that
vhen one group of peopls or one nation takes sdvantege of the other, retribu-
tion follows either froe within or without for that breach of the perfect law
of God, ae well as of thoss of mankind, products of the Divine within men.
Bomatimes the process is indirect, and each nation paye for ite netional or
group eins elther directly or indirectly. Have no fears, this is inaxorsble,
insscspable. Whemever advantage im taken, it is paid for in sowme forw, evem if
the course be circuitous.

The herces and heroines of the two great vars fought for ifdeals which we,
thair repressntatives, seemed never truly to have appreclsted, for, othervise
¥e would considsr wer a serious business, apd the weans of preventing it would
Doty be hedged in on 8o meny sides by diseriminating between right snd wrong,
ingofar as their mesning is applicebls in the world today, more specifically,
between the wesk end the strong, the -J.:I.nlt.‘u.l great,

I have never heard ﬂntmm'ﬂﬂt'nﬂ “wrong"” h-l"trnlluinp
It is oy opiniom, in fact, my stromg conviction, that vromg, no matter whers
found or in who, is vrong; this 1s equelly true of right. The United Neticma
should, therefore, have one yardstick by which to deterwins the sctioms of all
naticns, so that whosver is wrong is vrong, snd whoever right, right. When that
is determined the wrong should be immedistely remedied, and the right upheld,

I dare not eriticize the cocbined wisdon of the natioms of the world, but I
am of the comviction that this grest body must determine once and for all time
bow 1t will proceed in the future sgainst wrong. :
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It is =y opinicn that you great petions should be the chemplons of the
smaller cnes; you should lend thes sywpathetic sssistance end support; yuu
should not intarfere in their internal affairs unless you find thes wholly
incompatible with right; even then, your effort should be to help them; and .

I am certain that there is not a single smell nation thet would pot immedistely
accapt falr friendly sdvice and every fore of sympathetic sssistance.

I wish to conclude these resarks by praising the efforts of the good wen
and vomen and trus, like Woodrow Wilsom, David Lloyd George, Aristide BEriend,
Grand Duke Alexandar, my hero, Franklin Delanc Roosevelt, sscond greatest man
in American history, Winston Churchill, Qeneral ds Gaulle, Edith Cavell, Mrs.
Franklin Delsno Roossvelt, the herces of Stalingred snd particularly Marshal
fhukev, the herces of Arnhem, the herces of "D" Day, of Leyte, all those who
fought cn the home end battle fronte, those promising youths snd maidens who
1si4 down their lives am & never to be forgotten sacrifice for pesce. They,
both the living end the deed, ars crying out loudly for peace.

Apd shall we fail them on rocoount of selfislness, on account of national
solf-intersst, oo sccount of rivelry, on sccount of unwillingness to uhderstand
sach other, on sccount of the suppression of truth, on sccoumt of uwillingness
to'give and to take?

I do not belisve that the combined intelligance of the world as it
wvorked together in wer apd won, cannot work together in pesmce and win,

Hers and at our respective homes are the walting pecples, waiting to settle
down ta true, happy end comtented living; our besutiful end i{mnocent children
vho must die again if we do not sclve the problesms of the peace, It can be
dons; 1t dust be dome, 1t will be done. TYou can do it, you sust do it;, you

vill do'it. . 5

To that end, I essure you thet the Liberisn Government and ite delegstion
here are solemly dedicated,
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