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:.!-:- • :""'w-:~:.tr. r. r-lo.,.c·:clt 
~~ rashin~ton c u~re ~~~·h 

r < 'ljo:;td rrei in1 you~ cnlllo.l.'1 'orl•:; in •hich ;tou took 
tho A:nPrie. n I.'Pdicnl Aseocin< i on tt> in~l< "o~ 11tt• ckiT . .; Surgeon­
:t:h.r:..l '!'t.o.a." P!'lrn.n . Thn Co:"~:Dit t.j , , • ,u t l ll bt vlr-·1r:rd to 
know , fJbO tul~O It nl.Jl ll\r prote~t l n , , •1•ek b~ ll!r'\M~ of tho en­
cloao(! ltlt'Lreo . 

r '\Ia t"klnt th• libe rty of ~cn<' ino· you ll COjJ. of 
"P1~tfnrz" thich f iver P r~ll-u•lonctd prPOtntrl i on of the ~ros 
• n•' c-,nc or 'l• t.Ln• 1 f!t>nlth In3uranc<:, ~nd •us norl.uc! out by the 
:lc .. G>et~k Cl J!• r.,rvice •tt.ff r i':. u., ons i rt•nce of our public 
,"UlLI I ion~ C;,•mr.d , •: T ...-~ek !;.!'" "ent it to n:>J "0Df'n ° <. CltWS 
f"...nt' r·e nr~ urt: L"t " ell ou.,.. ;e::ilicr~ to encour:,ee offl c:urs or ro;Jen • s 
c;ul:s to •cl-o~ dule club d i scussiona o!' lh~ nubjcet. 

· :-c ~.a. 1;, lo re,:.orl that 
t;E't. rPtUrtUJ !"rO.ll !, OUT :.p;>es.l. lettt;~ . 
contr ' ut~d • l itll~ over ~i~, j:):> . 

utcd . 

te art- ::t.L:l continuing to 
So rar ~, ~~s prrscn~ hav~ 

~Lncc-rt',;; : 'JUT~ , 

Jl'l./ jl' 
r.nc: • f 

~~~ fl ~~~~~ivo tlr~etor 
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I ant t o aelr )'OUl' actha aodotanco 1n a ~t •OT&...,t 
to en.ure tbat DO .llooriCIIUl &ball laclc oooent!.al ....Ucal care bocauoo 
ot til!anc!.al noecl. 'h a ll lmow tbat •41cal caro i n our oountl'7 tallo 
tar ohort ot the otllll4&rd8 U could at!.aln. n lao lcnc beon roco8JiiUd 
that moot taa111oo taco eoonoa1o oataotropho when confronted b7 
oer1ou. accident or protrantod 1lln11o. 

'!'he experience ot draft board ph7o1c!.ano, 'llbo rejected 40 
per Cflnt ot our :rour>« •n ao detecU<ra pb7o1call.7, broucl>t into oharp 
tocu. t be 41otrooo1ns 1Dadoquaey ot the h..,.ltb C8rl a't'&ilablo to aoot 
at our children, It ohowd u. 11ore, thAt the healthtulceeo ot our 
rural 41otr1cto 1o an 1lluo1on, that tho toll of ·41-oo, accident ..nd 
undernouriohMnt io ....., creeter on tho farm and 1n tho Yl l l&se then 1n 
our crowded c1Ueo. l'relh air and IUJIIh1no a lone cannot •1nta1n ooun4 
bodiu 1n areeo where thoro sro tar too few dootoro, hoop1talo "" 
lacldns and oub-otandar4 1nooaoo are tho rule. 11h1la " record with 
juot1t1ablo pride the brilliant mo41cal aahiov-nto ct our oc1ont1oto, 
"" II!U.at face tho ohamltul tact tbet •oot of our people cannot benotlt 
b7 th•. 

ror d-de• it lao be• HCOSJlllod tbn.t onl.7 throuch a qoha 
ot pr1p11111111t ot lllo41cal oooto could 1110ot of our pooplo ••t their 
118d1cal b1lloo !h1rt,..t1n countriu haTo introdliiiiiCI. national haalth 
1nouranco plana in tho laot thirt7 111J'8o !ho thUecl Statu io not 
UOftS t•• WI, in tho riohlot OOUUt1'7 1n tho '101'14, pll'ai t •llliono 
ot our ohildron to crow liP hon41oappod bocau.o proT&ntablo detocto 11'1 
not treated 1n t illo; w po1'111t hUDdrode ot thouoande ot tamilioo to bo 
pl~4 into bua1liat1on and doopair booauoo tho7 cannot .. et phro1c1ano' 
and hoopital oxponooo whon sravo 1llnooo otrill:oo ono ot their -boroo ' 
Je han tailed to proTide a national iniUI'IUlce plan which would brins 
tho sitto ot our 11'11\t u41cal inotUuUono and our akillod d.ootoro 
into eve1'7 homo. 

••••••••o• orr1c1 
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!hi"'\\&h tbe Oo•ittee ror tbe laUOD't a ... uh, 'Iader tb• 
ehal..,.,ohlp of llr. Qla..,I.Dc Fro\hi~. tho 4hUAcuio- pio-olol.all 
"nd toner pred4eat or tM Wu•obuMUe W.CU.cal looietT ... are 
aee'lc1.nc to r.U•• the mo4 .. t I'.JP.l ot tlOO,OOO. • ..U t;o let tbe 
people lmow that notioncU b.ltb innranoa , tb.roU&)l a plaa .tuoh will 
euur• ew17 1n4.1T14\al or ad.aquate ae.re fl"'JJ a phJ"dciaD ot hia o• 
chooeine in a botpi\al he eelect e. 1a within their ~ch. It ce.n be 
lachl&t•4 .,. Oot~,~rell it w aat • 

.. baft poatpore 4 thia action far too loDCt the coR to 
our nation it t~r too cr .. t. '1111 7ou Join in ple4c1nc )'Our e.uppon 
to Vat1o:1Al. Bealtb l DWJ"'a.Dce u4 will 70U cin at C41QN'OUI17 •• 70U 
CftJ\ to our curp&ipt fhoaa of u.a who an able to faa. tbl fu\ura 
unafraid, beCI'\u.ee of tort\matt eoocoa1c c1rC\111ftAMet, AJ"e pr1Y1lep4 
to be able to he lp a1ll1one of .U.ricaAt to 'llboa liok:neu MaJ\1 

mental d.ape.ir a.n4 phfatc:al ntterlnc 'bec:au.e our aation bae failed 
that~. 

Sincere~ toura. 
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Why Do We Need 
National Health Insurance? 
Eon P. ao. .. \1.0. 

I oc.u are lmt alow-t,- lnMl• llld Ia~ tod.IICt..._ f•n.. c«o ,_.... 
•" ... 1M)' dapw: hJor. dl. ....,. •uad ~ ..samdy Mtlt­

ratecl wilh a «H::I:'qqt to percUt tht Cr)'lhiiW.doo o f pUiie opWoo iato 
lllw. and into pauun. of IOCW orp.nludoo. nit precaa U o f\hl '"" 
tarded br the cdiJCIIted eiMMI wM. bealu1110 ot lMjr vAifon:n traininl 
and tndilioo.. tend to thick lA ttnm or the.i t d ... in.etr.d o-r ' " t.ennt 
of the people; and who rub.1 IM!W ld~ and (hu.gtt !hat ata)' ahrr 1M 
C<ltn,ple::don or their particular pan t~ r *'"'' The ti)Oitl •f*llli:ud dill 
KJOup. the 1rattr ita Yctkd lnt~rem. the •rtat~:r lt. tt'lti•t.ance to dt.aftp. 
We kne tem lhNO forot:~~ Optttlle .,aln ud qalo U, the dcvdopmtat of 
lh ... t'CM!ntry. ~ta· ,.ladOo ro.r the bmt6.t of aJI the people 
- r"'t)>• br lho mll- lho poWlo •• m~~a. JJo. o10e1< """- • 
lho loook ... """ br .... ,.... <I lobo<. £.-.. todoy. ob.a-....., 
lo lo .. .., ood _,oo! .. .dol br lho ....... « .W. -· _... .. ,_. .. a.-...,.,_,. co.ta••• 'Pt .. ••llilr .a rt:platioa. .em 
p&..aq au. icenut !:don ,...lit !Datra>&. 

n. ,.... d«edet p,.. •'-"1 • ,._,_, .t Wut in tbr 6dd of 
lllll'Cikl:ne and medlcal c-,._ ">'*laftt. typit,mc a MFf'A•ted dMt-, an 
Mt'-'ed for l.be tDOit ~:rt wttl.tMna. •IMr ar .. or at I'DOI!l tee tM neecl 
(or mJa.or <'h•~ But tht pwpla at larlt MYe ~ aware or B''~ 
dt-6clttllt'l8 1~:~ medial care ud bn11 • d•wnln~t •hlon th•l b.Mtu thlntJ• 
att po.lble.. Th.c mQJt articulata upte~~elon of lhlt vScwpo\nt ft found 
in F'ranklln D. ROOIIe'W't-h'• new 8111 or Rlaht.. In Ju~~Ary l9U be .. M!1 

.. w, htve accepted. 10 to llipllk. a ~ O.Ul of ftiptt., utldf.r 
wfUdli a MW lt.ili O( ..:urity Mel protpwll'f ('Jan bt Mt.abiJtW for a11-
"''ardJ. of .utioa, raoe or~ .. ~.....,_, a.. uid. it: 

-n. rfPt to~ ...tical Cllra aiMf dM .,.,, ... , .. addcw ..,...;.y,...._..,...,..,.,.......,.,._,,_...,_ ......... ., . .., ___ .... _ .. __ 



Medical a re 11 not a luaury whose arailability t:houJd depe-nd on the 
vatient·, abilhy to buy it. The sick penon ahould not have to under1o a 
mNua lellt to determine whc.the:r or not he it eli5ible for treatment. 
\ledlcol c•re thould be regarded u 1 right to which oil citi1et1f ore 
entitled, M they are to education. 

J( we accept thi.!l point of view we are faood with 1 a.eriou1 dilemma. 
Medic;11l care is 11 commodity that rnust be bought. 11.1 distribution and 
ttvft ilobility dtpend on the incomes of the people in the community. 
lienee doctol'a and ho8pitals are plentiful in luge citiea and i.n Wtb ltby 
industl'il'll ~nters, for here there j! money to pay for the.m. 

Out w-e a re confronted "·ith the bHio fact th.at a large proportion of 
our populat ion ha,·e not the money to buy decent meclk:al care. In 
J)OO~r oommunitie., in the South, in farmi.n5 areu, and in small towns 
the available medieaJ rnource& are .:anty or lacking. The National 
Reolth Survey ond ou'-quent studies Jlvo omple cvideJice, but few 
realize t.he tremendous di.::upancies th..t haYe developed. 

II 

EXt' .. NDIT\lKSS for medical care are con1iJtently correlated with 
income. The lowest lncome group tpenda Jeut. and the emou.nt 

:~pc:nl l lC#dily inc:.reatea ... income inc:reaJa. Twt.nty·one per oent or 
Amel'ican familiet had aggregate money i.nconlet of less tha.n 11000 
during the yeor 1942. These familico •pent on the average 142 or 6.8 per 
.-:e.nt or tboir income for med.ical cere thnt year. Femili.._. in the 11000 
10 $.2000 income c111!1t apent an a\'e.rage of 168, thote in the 12000 to 
$3000 cr ... oo overage o£ $96 for medical core. Familleo with lneomeo 
from $3000 to S5000 opent an average of $143 for medical eore, and 
thi! rep,....nted only 3.7 per oent of their annuol Income. So wo lind 
the higher income group •pending over three timeo u much for medical 
care •• do thooc with incomeo of leoo than $1000. Yet ill._ it ourly 
three tim<O •• Lreq...,t among thooe in the lo,.... Income groupo. 

The oome relation berwe... medical core ond income obtcrved among 
familitt '-team whole communities, C\"CA i:n State.. ln New York City, 
for intt.ance. there it one dodor to eftr)' 700 ol the population, in M• 
•ioolppi the rotio it one to 2100; in New York the"' 1o one perol b ... 
pita! bed to every 196 of the population, in MiJoiaippl on6 to 667. It io 
obility to poy, rother thon medicol need thot detennlnco the anllability 
of medico! reocur-

Thia it otri.kingly brought out by the oiruation In rurol onu. OYer 
1250 Of the 3070 COWitleo in tbe nation ore without I llngfe IOIUfletOry 
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s-nl llcopital. Over 700 of thcoe 1250 countieo hove populotiom U · 

etedi"' 10,000 people. E•perimce boo obown that obout 4.5 s•nerol 
bGopital hecLo oro needed for every 1000 penoom. MOl( rural oreu do 
aot hove evec 2 bedo per 1000. Moreover thcoe country hoopitalo tend 
to be tmoller ond I• well equipped with modem diognootie and thor•· 
peutic apparatut. SimJ lar lach are found in the provition or h01pitah 
for t.he tubetculou• 1nd the menteiJy HI. There are fiT too few doctor• in 
rural ereu, and dental care it prac:ticaUy unknown. • 

Among the Negro population, which is predominontly poor and 
rurol, thcoe dillieultieo ore mogni6ed. They ore ful'1ber era~eroted by 
lad or education, poor hou•U:a,, and ucial ditcrimination ln tne pro­
vition of AOnrnmental f.ci.Htica for welfare and medical care. Dtalh 
aad .;....,_ roteo .... very hip amoos Nesroea. 1'be mortality role of 
Necro moleo io 57 per...,, t.ipu than thoJ of white maleo, and thot o£ 
Negro r...,.Jeo 74 per C<Gt llipu than that of white femaleo. Syphilis, 
tubereul .. io, pelfova, ODd molar;, .... tbe le.dins ....... of m- A. 
would~ upected from the dote p,_,t.d in the precedins porogroph•, 
the meclocol .. .., of Negr- io wcefuDy modoquote, and for inferior to 
thot of whiteo in tbe oame economic: llatiOIL Whereu, in tbe year 19'J7, 
95 per cent or wiUte mochen were •nmded by doc:toro at childbirth, 
only 45 per ...,t of Negro WomoD were deli..-! by pbyoicioo. It io 
dil5cult for Nov- to set meclicol core from wl>ite pbyoiciODO, yet 

there ore far too few N"'"o doc:to,.....for the country otlorgc only I to 
3000 of the Necro population. Added to thia, only 60 per Cient of theoc 
doc:toro proctlce in the South, although 85 per COJit of th• Nerro populo· 
lion live in l.bat "lion. Again we tee economic factora lhat draw N01ro 
pb)"liciant aw17 lrom rural areas to citiel where their palieft .. have 
mere money aad •bote becter hoopital aad edueatio .. l focilitleo ore 
avollable to them. For in the South few N.,.o phyoiciom ho•·e ,.,.... to 
llcopitalo and to opportwoltieo for gro.di>Ote education. 

~tly the Uait.d Sc.- Public Hcolth Service reviewed the ..... 
of tbe YOWOC ,_ rejedtld by the Selective Service in Hogorteown, 
Maryla.od, ODd compo.red the plo)'lic:ol def- fOUDd with the def­
a04ed in tJ.e - - wllea they had 1-. examined o• ochool dsU· 
dren 15 yeoro euller. In maay - the .. _ defetto thoJ had been 

' r arta r ... Uit:• .,. 23 P« cat of the ••tioo.J po,..U&Joo Jnn far• inco.e U. 

•olr of .. per -• ol tllo ... loool s-. ~ ol r- f..Oieo hod -
- ...... •tooo • ,..., .... -.w to.d ...... - • ,..., • •• 1 ..... 
S&a ... wbb 70 ,.r c.e or -.on ....,._ ~ Mel per ..... •- tf ahoul 
..:t, •IIJJe Stat• with 70,... otBt tf _.. nanJ ~ hM '* oaplaa 1~ 
oloboott-
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ditcO\t'_red 11 the ac.hool e.u.min.atioo h.d remained uncorrected, and 
v.ere now the cau.~e~ for rejection hy Selecth·e Senioe. lo the whole 
rountry 4,500,000 men-had pby•ical and mc:otal derecu which m~de 
them unfil for mililary service. 600,000,000 work d1ya \lll·ere loat durtnB 
lhe year 1943 by employed men and women because or tickneu. 

Ill 

DEVt!LOI'•ttNTS withi.o the field of medi.cine itseli h1ve made more 
difficult the adequate dietribution o£ medical care. Medicine i_n the 

United Slat.,, 11 it> beet, ;, waurpuoed- The put d.._.deo have been 
yean of tremtndout medical d.iseovery and prog.raa., re.ultins ln a 
tharp reduction in d.i!eaae and in marked prolonaation or the averaae 
life apan. But knowledge bow to prevent and euu ditea.M h.u far out· 
ttripped the actual performance. The tocluJiqun of medical care have 
become more and more complex and apec:iaiUed. Medicine u h il prao­
oiced by organized medical ttall's of our uoi•·enity and la'le voluntary 
h .. pitab oft'ero the best there is of medi<al care. No lo"'<r ie the aoli· 
tat)' medical practitioner able to give edequate tervice to h\a petienta. 
The conttant de"elopment of new laborat.ory techniquet. tho increuin& 
tempo of apocialiution, with the comple;w: and dilficuh toc:hnical pr~ 
eedureo which thi> involveo, ha<e brought it .bout thai lrequ<nlly many 
docton mu&t coopenle to reach a diagnoail and earry out treatmt.nt for 
n •ingle pAtient. 

TI1o idea of cooperAtiYe group medicine ba1 not yet pe.netratod to 
the gtncral practitc of medjcine. lndl".ed it it 'conttA.I'Itly being thwarted 
by tbe pr ... nl economic oet·up ol medical proctioe. The patlenl payo 
a &epente fee for each service rendered, and the doctor it «)mpelled 
to send the patient from one speciallit or one laboratory to another in 
order to obtoin the data that be oeeda to reach a diasnooiJ or earry out 
treotmenl. The coot> rapidly moun~ oo that oheo needed epeeial elWil­
inationt are pottponed. or omitted beeauae the petieot cannot alord to 
pay for thtm. Mort:Ovt.r it ;. to the prad:itioou'a intere.t to minil:llizc 
the number of theoe epecial eumin.aliona b....uoe that will make l011 
moaey available for the p&:llD""I of hie own bill. Mndi<al care .OU 
ctaten around the i.ndividual practitionu who i. a private tntrepreo 
neur, ood who ain&lchanded. to the beet of hit ability, provide. medi· 
cal care for thOM who leek him out. and who at lhe a.a.me time it com· 
polled to moke a lMn@ from theoe actiYitleo. 

Cood medical care today it better than it bu ev<r been, but II it 
a lao more .. penoive, 10 ... tly, in fact, that the majority or patieata 

7 

e&ru~ot alford to bene61 fro• the present avaUable oaodi:al lr.nowledae. 
Furthermore h io an old lllory thai unepo;oruolly beavy medical ... 
- all'ect only a relatively o.mall ·~ ol farna;., .... .,. yeor, 
familieo in which thoro' it oomo on.aj<>r or eataalrOphlc il..._. Tho Com· 
mine. on the Cool. of Medical Care found that in famllieo with in· 
COIIM!I under 11,200, one family in a hundred had to meet medical 
charset of 1500 or more in a given yur. A recent aurvoy by tho Nu· 
tiona! Opinion R-rch Cantor or the University of O..ver revuled 
that 31 per cent or the people quealioned bed put otr -in@ a doctor 
because or the c<JOt, and 23 per <enl bed bad 10 borrow money IO pay 
doctor or hoopital billo. 

Tbit seneration it aLto wime.ina; • radical ch.a.oce in tbe nature 
of diteaae, and t.hil in tum le.ad. to new problemt in medica_l care. Tho 
in(ectiouo .u-o- ooch u meaal.., diphtheria, .. .,...... diwheo, IY· 
pboid fe,-er, tubcrculoe:il. and cvm pneumonia are pretty well wwler 
control. lnc!Hd the dealll rate from theoe d*-- baa fallen oo &ready 
that the averaso IP"" of life baas- l""'dy increund, from 50 yean 
in 1900 lo M yearo today. More and .more people are Uvlna lo IDOre 
adv&DCnd ap at which they acqui"' one of the o<X~~llnd def<nerathe 
d--. ouch aa a heart diMaoe, high blood p......un, diabelee, cancer 
or chronic rbeuaunitm. hit theoe d*-- thai today are the 1rea1 ba.. 
ord to heolth and life. Their diasnooit and tree-~ and ~till 1110"' oo 
their prevention, it more dif6cult and compl• and u a rule more ex· 
penoive than that or the infectiouo d--. Well Ml&bliabnd m«hoda 
of Nnitation or of mua nocination are of no value in ,preventh\1 their 
onset. Their control and prevention depend on aoaltiq available 10 oll 
complew medical care, nOI alone when the cliaeaM b:u run Ita coune 
and ie In it• latt ll&B.., but at the t~ of ita earllMt manlflll&tiono. 
wh.., It odll moy be checked and aiTOited. Pnr<OIIhH mndlc:i110 hu 
larsely become a peroon•l type of mndidne orbich concema iiMif with 
maintainln& the biNhh of the individuol. The clilllinction betweon pre· 
vmtlve oaodki..e and the pnoetla of mndlc:ine lo beins broken doW11, 
and one of lbe lmponanl fidda for the public health olklal ._ ... 
illelf with the crutioe of opporlllnity for eo.rly and adequote diapooio 
and .__t of dlooaM. 

lso opite of aioor ....... that .,..., hem ...,...r ...... _..leal proo­
tica boro and thon. _..iciee lo odll pnc:ticnd ill tha way k wu pr­
ticnd a paeratioe aco, ad the philooophy that jaalifiee th- _.,,.., 
tha plollooophy proclal_.. by nrgaoilod oaodicina, Ia bund 001 -'al 
aad ecoao.Jc coe.tw- aad 1 ..;.tl6o aad ...,.lopol - of 
~uo ...... dono. Y111110diciaa io a public~ or a pooblie IIIli-
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i1y and !.hould adapt itseiJ to the framework: of the aodety within whic:h 
it function,. Ne~· methoda ruus:t be found tQ assure the best medical care 
to everyone. • 

· Physicians hne traditioiHtlly espoused the view that roedicine is an 
esoteric science and art, and that only they, the initiates io the cul'-t b•ve 
the knowledge to determine what is good for the public and for their 
patients. Accordingly, physicians as ittdividuala, as well " through 
their organizations, have insisted that the.y alone can plan for the medj­
ca l care of the country, that medical Cl'l.r e is a matter that does not con· 
cem the puhlio or the gove.rnment And aince any and every group di"' 
likes and resists changes that ll14y impair their tradit..ions and thelr 
vested intcre$l!J, doctors have balked at any plans that would a lter the 
status quo. The)' ha\'t; not been disi_ntertsted pleaders. 

Yet it i.! clear that the patient, that il, the rec.ipient of medical care. 
working through governroenta1 agencies or through consumer organJz.a. 
tiou.o, has both the right ond duty to be heard. He pays' the bil ls and is 
entitled to determillc the kind of medical care that he want&. Of course 
in the t trictly professional and technical a.speots of the problem, be 
must yield to the knowledge or the pb)·sician as expert adwisor, but the 
layman is quite competent to decide whether or not he wishe3 t·o correct 
tlte gross inequalities in the distribution of medical care that exist to~ 
day. That is why it is so important for laymen and doctors to work 
togtther to this end. 

• 
IV 

We H AY& learned that very many people cannot buy good medical 
care because their incomea are too a:rnaU. If we agree that me<Hca1 

eare is a right to which all are entitled. it is clear that a large part of 
the money to pay for it mUJ.t come from other &eurcea. There i• ample 
precedent to look to government to fill this gap, wbetl:aer it be local, 
Slate or Federal govermnet\t, For yean gowemmcnt bas provided medi· 
eal care for the indjgent, and it bat home almost the total coat of the: 
ruedical care of the mentally Ul and of the tu_bercuJous. bec:aU&C (ami~ 
lies are w1able to bear the drain of such long drawn out eh.ronic: iU­
neues. Expenditure. by go .. ·e.rnment for public health activitiet, for 
child attd maternal health. and for vct.eranJ run intD aixable figuret. Jn 
the yeu 1941 public agencieo in the Unlled Stor.a opent between 600 
and 700 Jn.illion dolla.ra of tax rewenuea for the aupport of medical fa. 
cilh.iee for the civilian population. 

No one cltallengeo the principle of the uoe of public IWJds for the 
pret~efl.li.t>n of dise~LSe. But the prevention of diseue today iowolvee much 
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more than the old line octivitieo or the public health ollicer~lAition 
~ad vaecinatioa. Today the chronic, ~lied desenerat.ive diseuee are 
the great buard to life and health. Their eonuol and prevention in· 
wolve:a the creation of complete £ac:iUtiet for early diagno.ia and tre.a&• 
ment, ond lor malting them freely ovai.lablo to all. People mutt be en· 
couraged to con•ult a phyt ician at the tint intimation of a bodlly diJ. 
order, and not wait until the d_isease- hu progressed to • n advanced 
pge at which daJnage may be irreparable. Tbe 6nancial barrier that 
~eepo potionto from oedcing medic.! advice must be elimlnoted. 

Today we c:an no longer uy, ''Tba is prewentivc medicine, a proper 
fun.ction of governme.nli and tltit, on the other hand~ il c::urative medi· 
cine, the function or the practitioner of mt'dicine wboee tervicea must 
be bought in the open market" These two Qpeel8 of sickneu control 
have become merged i preventive med.icinc begins with meuuret of per· 
aonol hygiene and health enminationo instituted by the medical pnc· 
titioner. So it i.a a logieal and natural step to t\trn to government for 
funds to extend adequate medical care. to all citizens of thi. counuy. 

Bec:awc of tbe uneven di3trlbution of wealth in the United States 
the Fodera! Covemment must usume responaibility. A slate such .u 
New York could finance Jta; own 1y1tcm of medical care. but there are 
many tt.tet that lTC unable to do so. North Carolina, for imtance~ bu 
on neroge not per copilAI income of $317 compared to $573 (or the 
country u a whole; it hu onJy two-thirds aJ many doctora and two­
thirds u mony hoopitol beds per unit of population u the country at 
large. Similar puaOela between income and medical resou,_ can be 
traced throughout the country. The inereuing mobiHty of our populi· 
lion olso mo.lteo it necesaary thot health plans be notional in ocope, 10 

that the worker will not Ieee his benefibl when he moves from one atate 
to another. 

To oprud sood medical core to a ll, the Federal sovemment will 
have to spend a very large aum of money. WiU thit lead to "&OC.ialized 
medicine.'· the great bugaboo that we b.ve been taught to fear? What 
it "socialized medicine"? The term u wed today bu an emotional, not 
a factual cpanotatiOni it is a catchword employed to arou&e emotional 
reoiot.once to plalUI to improve or change the methods or dittributins 
medical care. 'The term oodolizecl medicine, eorr~tly uoed, me.no olAit. 
mediciDe, an arrangemeot under which aU medical faeilitiet are owned 
by the lllte, oll docton ono 11laried civil oervonll, and all citizens hove 
the right to complete medical care without charge. Only the Soviet 
Union bu truiJ oociolioed medicine, ond theft~ hue been no propooolt 
to introduco ouch 1 .,_in the United St.otos. Yet W8 bo"" 1 good deal 
of lllle medielae in tbio country-hoopitalo erected by citi.., countleo, 
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feet, particularly thOle .. , up by labor or frAternal organization•. Tho 
reaaon Lies in the eimple (act tha t the c lients have lncomes too low to 
. n ow payment for compl~te satisfactory medical -.enicea. 

f or all tbeoe reatons, protection offered by voluntary aickn ... in· 
•urance in this country it minute in compari.ton to the need. A mere 
handful ha•·e complet.e medical coverage. According to a report of the 
S.,natc Suh·Commi\\ee on Health and Edueation ( Pepper Commiu ee) 
dated July, 1946, 12 per cent of the popul• tion have hO!pital in•uronce 
only; 10.5 per cent arc inaured for partial med ical ca re ; and on ly 2.5 
per cent are cntitJed to comprebem"ive med.leal care. Jn thia the e:cpe· 
ricnoe of the United States reR~e e:cpt.rienc:e of othe.r c:ou.ntriet 
more advanoed in the orpnlzation for tbe di!tribu:tion of me<fje.l care: 
voluntary pla.os foil far ehort of medina lhc neocb of the country. 

VI 

NATJO;-(AL compultory hea lth insurance i• the only practical method 
of •preading the ~nefita of good medico I care to tho whole popu· 

latiou. People can budget and ma~o regular paymenta when lhcy are 
well that will pa y for medical oervicea when they are ill. Such inlou · 
aoc:e would be linanced by payments from all worure, with equal pay· 
mentJ from their employere, oupplcmented by fund. from general tau· 
tion. Contribution• would be collected by payroll deductions, lilto olhcr 
aocir.l security. payn1ent1. Only by aupple.mcntins the worken' contri· 
butiont by contr-ibuliona from their employen and from taxation ean 
suffic ient funda be raited to finance a ••Llafactory medical c:a.ro pro· 
gram. Since payro ll deductiona are calcu lotod at a cc:rtain per cent of 
tho wor~or'a wagea, th- with email incomeo would pay a.. than th­
with larger ineomm. It b .. timated that a deduction of 3 per oeot of 
wag .. up to the liret $3600 of income would provide eul6cient func!J. 
One-half of thi• would be paid by the woru r, one-half by the employer. 
Thue a man coming S500 in a year would pay S7.SO for one year'• 
cov<rose for hinuelf and fa mily, wbereao one earning $3600 would 
pay $54; their employere would pay equal amounts. Yet both famllleo 
would recci,·e the same complete medical ca_re. 

There are de6nit.e advantages in financin1 a n.ational health pro. 
gram by contributory iruurance paym•nto through payroll deductions 
under the oocial oeeurity lawa. It b juot and poycholosieally eound lor 
tho worker to contribute to lhc COOl» of hb own medical care. Knowiaa 
that he has paid for medical oerrice, be wiiJ reaard thiJ oervica 10 1 
right, he will demand that it be odequate; and every etipa of c:barlty 
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that in the put hu *• uooeiated with medical ~ervlce~ provided by• 
govor..-nt, will be ellmlnated. 

Tax fUDdo will hue to be provided in addition to the oocial aecurity 
paymeaiL l\ledical care of the inclipt, who are not conred by virtue 
of emplor-t, should a1eo be included iD o national hea lth prosrom. 
Additional fund. are needed for lhc coDillU<Iion of hoapitalo and 
hcllth oen"'ro, eepocially in rural areu, for tho extention of full-time 
p~blic health departmonta, for ,_.rch, and for medical and olhcr pro· 
le~~ional education. Without the leaven of teachlna and ecientific iovoa· 
tlaotlon no national hcllth plu will develop lhc high .. t type of medical 

The tot.l .,.. of money that would be collecced for medical care 
under tut-h an in.turance prosnm under the aocitl aecurity tyste:m 
would amount to between four and five billion dollaro a year. Thi1 i1 
1 huge sum, but we must reeognite that this wilt not ell be new money 
that hae t.o ~ roi!led over and above preaent e><penditurea. Before the 
war, total expendicuret ror medic.~l tervicea in the United State• •·ere 
about four billion dollare, which represents about 4 per cent of tot.l 
contumer income. The sum collec~ by the n1tional imurance rund 
would take the place of the four bil lion dollare now spent la rgely by 
private indiTiduala, in widely nrying amounts. 

VII 

D l/lltNC tho last .... ton of Conv- tho Senate Education and Labor 
Committee held .. "'noivo hearingo on a meature, the Wasner· 

Murray·Din«<U Bill (S. 1606), that eotahli!hes Nat ionol Health ln•ur· 
ance. 

It il a re-rition of a elmila r bill introduced Into lhc lut eo..,....; 
and in thb reviaion lhc pro po-lo or the ........ havo ooupt the boot 
a vailable advice, and have oooepced IUIIS""tiona for ehansea from ph)'ll· 
ciano and other profeaaional poupo u weD u frora maar lay organiu· 
tiona. 

Tho Bill wiD remove the economic barrier that preventa oo many of 
our people from receivlns adequate medica l cant. Oppooento of na· 
tional ~alth inlurllii()O claim that it will lower tho cpality of medical 
care, that It will IHd to resJ-tation and political control of medl· 
cine: that Wuhin&~oo buroauttato wiD didate onry detail of medical 
pnoctice, will telect phytlclant for patiento, and completely cleolroy tho 
dnctor·palient relatiODihip. no- OfiUIDOIIIo ha" no foundation .. 
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.fac1 and hove a •-ery familiar •"'&· One hundred y..,.. •so they were 
hurled at advocate. of public educationj more teotntly they wtre u:ttd 
to pre\'tnt the e:nactment of child labor legia1arion, of the income tax 
and or workmen •• compensation iruuranoe. 

The function of lh~ Federal adminbtn.tor of national health intur· 
onoe is primari ly to collect the fonda to operate tho progn.m. This activ· 
ity nw&t be centralized, aa it i& today for old age retirement lnsunnce. 
The Federal aUthority will a lto set minimum etandardt of performance 
for hoapittlt and (or doctOtlt participating in lhe inturance prOSl'lm. 
Tho Wogner·Murroy·Oingell Bill provid .. opeci6cally for docentrol· 
ization of administration by directing the Surgeon ~era I, u admini"' 
tu tor, to give priority and pre£erence to n .iJ·tinJ State and local as~· 
titt, and to eatablith committee~ in each locality 10 a•ure that the pr~ 
gram will be adapted to local neeck. Such oommitt- shall indude rop­
m<ntetives of 1M intured population, docton, boopit.la, o!Mr osen· 
c.ies fumiJhins te"ice under the p:rogram, and otht.r pe.nona informed 
on the need for. or provilion or health bent.6ta. The patltnt b free to 
t:h005e hit own phytkian. and the pbyaieian it permitted to reject 1 pa­
tient at he can today. Encouragement i., given to the development of 
group mf'dieal practice. 'The.re will be no interfermoe with the internal 
organir.ation or exiJt ing inst:itutio.ns, nor with the method. of practice · 
o ( individual doctora. 

Since pntetic11 ll y every peT50n in the United States wJII be covered 
by tllis intturllnce, lind 11ince fund.s are appropriated to conttruct hotpi­
lo 1! nnd he:nhh ecntc:n in tneas where they are laclcing or intuf6cient. 
the financinl and pro(euional inequalitiea that have led to the unequal 
di!tribution O( physicians will )a.rgely diaappur, There will reeuh I 
more equitable d ittribution of doctors t l> rural and impoverished areu. 

VIJJ 

P\TICSTS, that is, the public, h~, .. evuythins to s aln from thit ..,.... 
ure. It Is not 10 Jmerolly recognized that 1M •~rap doctor, too, 

will pro~t by ito PI-I"· The phy>ician tod.y it a opUt peroonolity. He 
it a combination of a profeu.ionaJ man and a am.all bwinea~ man. 1Miae 
dual act.ivitle. oftm eonfiiec with one another. to the doctor·a dittreN 
and the patient'a diud .. ntage. All too oftm the pbyoi.ciao ia p.-ted 
from gi•ins hie patient the bmefit of 1M full ..-urc:ee of mecliciM b. 
CIUJO the patient cannot alford 1M expeoae of the prooedureo involvad. 
The doctor Is unoble to proctice medicine in the way he ..W.. to ODd 
in the woy it ohould he proctiood. At p,_,t, .U doetoro oro ~ry buoy 
and very prosperous. They forget thot only a few yeoro ogo 60,000 doo· 
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toro wbo are now in 1M umed oemc:oa ""'" compotift« with lh«n for 
patieoto, and thet a larse number of ~ potient.s hod no money. In 
1936 the medion net in<>ome of pbyaiciano Wll $3,234. in 1938, 13,027, 
and in 19<10, S$,245. Compuleory bealtll imuranoe will oubiliJO 1M 
income of doctort over the yean, and in fact ltill inc.reue the incornet 
of the mojority. They wUI he paid for taking care of 1M many penons 
whom they hove boon t.king cue of free. It hu been reliably .,.timoted 
that the evenge income both 1>f pracrit:ione.r and spec::ia litt will inoreue 
rather than oulfer under· tho provbion> of the bUI. Of COUI'IO the high 
priced apecia1itl and aurseon l'll.IY suffer some curtailment of income. 
but for the patient thia is not an unmitigated bordahip. Today tho doctor 
waoteo many of hit early yean building up 1 proctioe, meanwhile livins 
at a atMVation level, ond ofter be bas r .. cbed ose eiJrty he 6ndo hia 

• practice ood hit inoomo rapidly ohrinking. By providins • otabilbing 
economic b-, eompuloory health inlurooco will do moc:b to eliminate 
thia w- of eldlled manpowor. And it will gi•e -..rity to the doctor 
in yoatla ud In old Of!• jutt as it will to hio pat;.,!». 

Our po...,to tlloupt of 1 doctor 11 aomeone to be called in ti,... of 
omo111 llln- dtv the uoual home nmedles had foiled to cure. We are 
leamins to think in tenM of positive beoltb. We wont our doctoro to 
keep u. well, t o pord us •!oinot the ravageo of di- tuch u eo-r 
or diabdoa, ond we know that to enable them to do 10 we mull he oble 
to consult them frooly, before the di!eaoe procoaa hu beco- irreparo· 
ble. We tnUII si•o them the opportllDity to employ in our behalf the 
complete ,.OUI'<Ift o( tcientific medicine. AJ A nation we have learned 
the importance of good b .. lth of all our citi...,., and are ...,.u.lng that 
we cannot d ord to leave the health of our people to tho ehonce thot 
they may have aullicient income to command modern medical eere : or 
to expo&e l.hem t.o the diudvantages th•t their race, tbeir color, their 
occupation or their retide.nee in 1 leu favo.red ee:onomic community 
may brins about. 

It it for ouch a notiona l health pros-ram that oU of Ill, doctoro and 
laymen, mull worlt tose!her. Our effort. ore Deeded to give oduoUty to 
the pl.,. thai have hem deftloped by wmpetmt experto. The time bu 
wme to marohal the oompku- of mocloem mecliclDe. and .,a­
them al 1M .....no. of all our people. 
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HUMAN LIFE is THE ISSUE I 
The COMMITIEE FOR THE NATION'S HEALTH is determined 

to wipe out the shameful record of neglect of our national health and to 
insure that medical care of the high quality that our scientist& have 
made possible is available to aU the American people. In hie meaeage 
of November 19, 1945, the President called for a comprehensive Na. 
tiona! Health Plan assuring adequate health care for every man, woman 
and child in the nation. 

We can achieve the goal he outlined; we can break down the eoo· 
nomic barrier that exists between physician and patient in all but the 
highest income groups, and we can eliminate the inadequate and un· 
equal distribution of health facilities that make great areas of our 
country·side the breeding grounds of disease and physical handicap. • 
For. many years, farsighted leaders in community life have urged fed· 
e"r;I legislation providing for national health insurance.' Four billa have 
been introduced in Congress; none reached the floor of either House. 
They were defeated by a combination of forces : the highly vocal oppo· 1 
sition of certain representatives of organized medicine associated with ' 
narrow vested interests, and the public's apathy and its deep-rooted 
misconceptions about the workings of national health insurance. 

The COMMITIEE FOR THE NATION'S HEALTH is seeking the 
support of aU progressive Americans in ite campaign to eecure the 
health and welfare of our people above the &hort·eighted •claims of 
individual Uitereste. Will you associate yourself with "this effort? Your 
support and your dollars are needed to bring health to milUons of 
physically underpriviledged children and security to countleu homes 
where illness threatens economic cataBtrophe. 

-----------------------------
DR. CK.o"''""'c FROTRII'IcR.oM, c~ 
Committee for the Nasion'• Heahb 
1790 Broadway. New York 19, N. Y. • 
0 I aupport your Commillee becauae I belie-te that no American abould lack 

euential medical care becauae of inabllily to pay. 

0 I encloae • ... : .. .................. u my contrlbulion to the oampalp r., Natlonal Health 
lnaur4Jice. 

Name......... _ ... , ................................................................ ..................................... .......... .. 

Addreu ................ .................................................................................................................... .. 

• 
~ .. 

• 
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s.,u.~r 81, l t 4d 

Dear Mr.. Roo1nel t • 

I aak your help in a great IIIOV ... nt to ouurt t~t no Alurioan 
shall l ack essontial medical care booau.o of tinanolal need . It it 
oho=et ul but truo that unnoceoaary doatha and oripplinc i lLottooo occur 
overy day &mons our pooplo booauae of inabilitJ to teouro o4oquato 
medicaJ. care , a.nd that mo1t !amiliea face ecooomio cata.tropht when 
confronted by aerloua aooidant or protracted 11ln•••· 

Tho oxporienoo ot draft board phJoi oians who ro~oote4 fortJ por 
cent ot our young moo a. dotectivo phJticallJ, brought into o~rp focus 
tho dis t r es s i ng inadequacy of tho me4ioal attention theJ rooeivtd ae 
children . It shooed us &leo that tho healthtulnoet ot our rural dia­
tr1ots i e an 1ll ua1on, that tho toll of dieoaeo and wodtrnouriobmont is 
oven greater there than in our crowded cities . Fre1h air and eunehino 
alone ca nnot ~intain sound bodiea in area a where there are far too few 
doctors ~d boepitala, and far t oo m&n7 aub~atandard inoomea . Whil e we 
r ecord with J ust i f i abl e pride the brilliant achievomonto of our medical 
scient ists, we must tao e the ab&metul !aot that mo1t ot our peopl e 
cannot at t ord t o benef it bJ tbom. 

Tbirt y-f lva cou.ntriea have &dopt·ed ne.t ional heal th i»eurauee 
pl ano. Tho Uuitod Stateo it not among t hem. Wo, in ~bt r1obeat country 
in tho world , al loo mi llions of our chil dren t o grow up h&nd1 .. ppod 
because curablo defects are not treated 1n time1 we all ow hundreds ot 
t bouoanda of families t o be plunged into-humiliat ion and doapair because 
t hey cannot meet tl)td1eal expenses . We have tailed t ·o provide a na.tional 
heal th insurance plan which coul d bring tho gitto ot our great medical 
institut ions and our okil led doctors into overy homo . 

This oo.,.,ittse oao tol"llled to l ot our peopl e knot that it 1e 
possi bl e tor tho01 to have National Hea l th Inouranco that will a.euro to 
ovor y individual medical care by o. pbyeic i&n ot hie own choooing a t 
boOJo or i n a boopita.l he ooleote. It o&D bt l egiolat ed br tbt noxt 
Oonaress if we act now. 

Wi l l you Joi n uo in pledging JOur support to National Heal th 
I nsurnnce? Wil l you give aa senoroue11 aa you can to the fund ot 
$100,000 which wo nood to carry t o tho American peopl e and tho Congrooo 
our convi ction t ha t every man, woman and child in t hil land. baa a right 
to the beat pooai ble medical care? Thol e ot ua who are abl e to face 
t he f uture unafraid , beeauae ot fortunate economic eiro~tancea, are 
pr i vileged to be able to hel p in t bio way milliono or Americana to whom 
slckneaa bri ng& not only ph;c iGal euf!ering, but deepa1r, becau•e our 
nation hns fulled t hem . 

~1~ 
Yro. ~rankliD D. Rooeevelt 
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