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·· ·Dea:r ~~zr; A11tomeJ ·ctentll'all · · · · · · 
\• . . . 

Could 10~ tell ae .wha•·•• are et111 
~ldtna. oonao1en,lou• obJeotora 1n 
prison? , · c 

, . 
l' · ••••~' to •• ·~, the tla~ ha1 ·ooae, 

·to tree these ;~ no. J!I&11t'' bow 41t,. 
, d1.ul t .nd aan ~· 1lb87 ••• to 
haYe been. At 1e-.ti' ~11 would no 
longer be a ~ur&tn on the ••JPQ'era 
and a~ . eam 11he1r own llnnga; . · . . 

V81'f a1DOeN1J )'OUI'I1 . . .. ' 
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.rune 27, l~.e . . . 
Parltel' an4 1'1'1en4al 

I All nOt !IIU'p1'111e4 ~t the CIOUI'- l'etuae4 
to oonalder the dlltlnae, ot ~~ oooaol~n'r 

- ~ !qua ObJeOWI'I tibeJI ~eJ' all!lpd ~\ 
ther are dieobe~ns illegal ordera, 11noe' 
' heae ordera were sovernaent order1 and r. 
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enUrel7 ·legal, .!heJ' are onlr 1llegal . 
beoauae rou ohoo11 ~ ooql14er ~ 10 
on a ~oneolentloUI objeotor baale~ 
When rou are 1ri a llllnor":r, rou are 
obl1ge4.. to take the judSJDant ot the 
aaJorlt:r even ~ugh lt maUl you 
eutfep ~t rou ~~l4er an lnJudtl~~' 
I thlnk Mt tor aooap' parole la "'he'lo · 
•ti4P14 on, rour ~·· However, I thlhlt 
1t wlU relieve the tupayen 1t rou 
are all -allowed to bO tree·, and 1lnoe 
the war 11 ovor, I thlnlt you aboul4 be 
treet However, I am not ~· one to 
deolae eo I have l'eterre4 rour letter 

• to tlul ,Anomer Genenl, , 

I 
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urs. FTanklin o. Rooaeve lt 
Hyde Park, !lew York 

Dear ltre . Roose ve 1-t 1 

Box No. PMB 1940 
Federal Correctional InoU t ution 
Sandatone, Wimeeota 
June 20, 1946 

rour poai tion aa chai.rman or the Coaniaoion on llwu.n Ri !V>UI and 
your aupport, berora tl\a. dra!tinll ocaoittee ot the l!cono11io and 
Soc i al Council, of the extension of function& of the Coami asi on 
to any rA& tter ooncernind huun riHht a prOIIlpta ua to write you ot 
one of the violationa or human ri~hta 1n tl\o United States . 

The undersigned are among tho aaoe 2000 objoctora to partioipo.tion 
in war who are in priaon t or rlolation or the Selective Service 
J.c t , becaua e they f el t impal led by tl\eir consciences or by cOIIIII&nds 
&em a Supr~Uie Being i o ao act. Some were not gra.nted r eno&nition 
as conscientious objctetora by over --zea l ous dra.ft boards and were 
imprisoned tor not enterin~ the army aa were aome •ho were reeo~- #.. ~ 
nized ae sincere conacientioua obJector• but who refused to take 
par t 1n noncombatant wonc in tl\e &riiY to which they "ere ordered . £{ 
Others refused t o go t.o the payleaa labor o&~npa provided for ~~ f 
conscientious objectors, and others retusecf to work or wal kod out "{;' j 
o£ tho:us camps af ter experiencing the punitive a.M"an~ement there . ~· l 
The courts, with rare exceptions, ro.f\leed to consider evidence ~\ Ill~ J )t 
testimony, otfer&d a.e a detonae by a cooaoien t1oua objector a t "\r ·lJ J.l 

bie trial, llhich would show that the conacienUoua objector was,, ~J.9' 
9
).\ 

uei.ng tried tor diaobeying an i llegal order i .. ued by tho draft 1 L' 
board. t1ot till February 4, 1946, did the Supreme Court aay that ~r 
an improper draf't claasification could be used as a defen~.e in a lJt 
trial . The SuprcQe Court has never ruled on the leJ&li t y and 
constitutionality of payla .. lab01' oampa &nd ro fuoed to heor tl\e 
t~~~ cases brou~ht to that Court by two ot the sidn~ra of thia 
letter. 

We are quotin~ here a portion or & pertinent l etter which was 
sent to President truman by the Union for DeQocratic Action, or 
which you are an Honorary Sponsor . 'Itle letter was datod June 1 J 

19f~6, a.nd was siunttd by :Jr. J~s Loeb, Jr . , National Direc tor, 
on behal J" of tl1e JJOi:lrd ot· Oireotors. 'Ihe lett·er ~;~aidJ i n po.rt1 
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u,,u t.re:a:~ure and are ver y proud of ou:r country• s reetwrf: on 
c i vil liiJert.iea especially durin!$ thu tJlfflcult war porioJ: 
ue uolle..,e t his record a vi.J)(Jicution or our eonf1dance iu 
tlu; U:ear.ocriiUC int.ourit.y oi' our na tion oot we l.elbvo 
turthe"r that if tlrl.:s spl endid r ecord is t o bo conUnood Tta 
ouo t r .or~ ,,;rant oa:·.ne!i tj' to tho 2, 400 men aUll jn prhon urkl 
lo the ~uuu in l!ivilien PUblic Servi cfJ camps . 

u'l'he t act that t,echnlca l J.y the end oJ.' the na.tional e!llOr.,.oney 
h~!i not. lloetr llecl toJroi.J iloos 1101. jus t ify U)e r tt tent-ion in 
pe~cet-im.e o! UlOf'O than 6000 ci t.hon~ bhose onl y criM t.:J:J 
conocieuUD\13 oVjoction to w:.J.r and con:s ::ription . 1'hi s oocms 
especia.lly truo in view of tho fuct. that (U.uuloty has al:ro.o.Jy 
Uoon J t'antt:d to ftllnost ono million poll tica l prisonot's in 
Ju.r-'iJl and to couut.lc:Js nullLer s in :1er raany . Su1·ely a.l lea!S l 
oJ~ 1ual l ouieney f.Ohould bo uhOtttn to our O\.m . disseutin,: e.iUzons 
•lho~c loJaltt was nuvor under q,ueotion. 

11we u r.;o you, f.b-. Pre3idont, to take iii'JftOd iute ac:tion t.o 
,.J'{.tr'lt. Dt.'I.'"'IO::JLY to all Con.:Je i enUous ol>jel!tOl"3 st.ill in eustotly 
a n>.! 1.0 ··ol.urn tJ.um to full cit.izens1lip. -~~ ore co:wineod 
thill. such action would Le welcon,,.;!(i b,Y thtt Amuric~n pttn1Jl e 
~·S a syaLol of thi s oount.r y•s dt:t.ur aaination to dtli'Eilntl the 
riJ1ts of minOi·ilies til o. timo '1hen the tleaocratic failh 1B 
boin..; contc.HJt~ l11 ~o many p.&rt.s of the \IOI-11.1. 11 

Ucpn.Hwnlativo ;.!o!' l"t:-u recently etuted in a letl.or t.o l"'r"o~1dcnt 
•r•ruman u.ut l>y tt•c".dn.~ con::,~cienUnuJ olJjectors 

''HO can u t hocoo shou ~o are o.ppl Ji n.! lho.:;e prinoi,,lus of 
civil und roll,oiou:; liuerty -v.;bic1l we i llS13t othor l1at1fln:J 
!lhoul d ~seJ•ve . !Al t us pract-ice what. to1e proaeh before 'Mi 

nt.tesopl t.o l-o ,)resutllj)tuoua to tho Otl1er colult.ries of lhd 
ttorlt.J: I.ut U& d6monstrate withi.n OUt' own bou.nt.lariuu our 
r.ac.tllorl!nca: t o Lho lofty principles o.nd 110ble 1Jaal:3 t.o \'ll,ich 
t10 1wot'ess to :..dherc." 

In un attu:npt to colt ~Ltlent.ion to oJur pr ""dieament, ei,;ht. oJ.' u:J 
t1t't:! nOYJ par·liciJ)8.lit1u i n u ntaat tot• rrocdOI'II,u 11lthouJh wu uro 
UOVf t.1e l :l(! t:iven iOr\:C-d f~edln.~& Of f1uidG !Jail,y. 

con!loiunlious objactor a can be relen.sed f'ror.a prison by an cu.'lner.t:r 
or by ccmmu l.ation Qf scnt.,JlCu.s . il.dmlnis tr~tivo per sonnel reply 
Lo rt.IJHuot.s for our rl!leosG- vtith tl tf:l 6JVtOUnceJr.tml Ul:. t a pu.rol e 
pl.&n for conscicnt1ou!l obJoctoro is WO)"kin.; ou t \'o'cll. t_,llr'Olo 
r~Jleu:;"'s tOCAe .nuu l'rom •·r i son wider :ruch re:s trictions tiS t.o 
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constitute a modified forna of imprisonment. Because we do not ;E-. ·-~ t. j~ 
conscience, we would not compl,y with the conditions of parol e if. · · ~ 
it were offered. Parole does not meet the baeic issues nor ie ~ 'Jl 
parole a pplicable in a considerable numUer of cases, includin~ .~ 

our own, and thus some muet s e rve their entire sentences • (t JIY: ~j'f . 
The President has it in his power t o ~ant an amnesty which will )Ill ~ ~. 
release all those imprisoned for adherint: to ~heir consoientioue l'' 
ueliefs. We hope ti•at you will do what you can on this problem of 41 
human rit;hts . Purh!l!ls it would be best to bring be fore the o..-/-r 
EConomic and Social Council the lar~er problem of the necessity 
for freeinG all political prisoners yet retnainintl in prisons in 
this and some other countries . Perhaps you would wish to su~cst 
to some non-t:overnmentsl Orllanization that it make representations 
on behalf of poli tical prisoners in this country, principally 
objt~ctors to war . \,e can onl y present the problem here and trust 
that you will see some bit of helpful action which you will wish 
to tske. 

~H 
~~ ~ 
~~~ ~ ~ J-_(JJn.;. ~--"::;1 
fi'/ ~~o•o\o .. /fJ ~ I 7 ~&1 ~ 0- - ~ .. '"f.C:' '7" 

Vlalter Gormly 
Charles Worley 
David Jensen 
Bill Taber 
Jtichard ZUIIIWinkle 

!.!alcolrn Parker 
Henry Dyer 

~f~ 

·. 
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!ln. n-r RooMftl.i 
Val...:nll Ooitap 
H,de Putt, llllto» .. Cout7 
X... Torlt 

117 <lear lire . RooMftl. to 

rn 1'01IZ' lnter ot •- ~ 7011 1Dqllire4 ooll0a'll1~~& 
tbe oonao1ettt1ou objeotore 111 pr1- aa4 I llan ~.,. 
repl.J' in or4er to obtain t» .,n reuat 11lfo-Uon tor 7011o 

Tbere are at preaettt olll;J' abOJrt 175 pereoDa 111 
prlaon tor nolatlliiC tlla S.laotln Berrtoe .lot 1dao olaia to 
be oonao1nUOt18 objeotore, aa4 1110t all ot t»• 0811 be 
4eecr:l.be4 u bOlla t14e oonaolettt10tl8 objeoton. ~ ot tbue 
ware aetttnoe4 ~UnlJ' re~ u4 .,n ban DOt beell ill 
prlaon u loll& u tbeJ' would ban beell reqa1re4 to Hrn 111 tb.e 
uwe4 toroea or 1D al.ternatl n o1 '1'111u eer'l'ioe 1f ibeJ' lla4 
~led with tbe law. 

In oona14er1q thle ~n1on, it 1• ftrJ' illporian 
to lalcnr tbe apeo1t1o 1n41T1411al.a wbo are 1n-roln4 aa4 ibe tan• 
b their -·· 'l'be tacrtul •1 iuailOM 'ftrJ' wiM1J', tlma wlr1 .. 
11: en~ 41tt1eult to oouta.z. or 4eel. wlill ' tJM. u a elaee • 

. It 7011 han &1Q' apeo1t1o pereoDa 1n aU4 w -u be ftrJ' cla4 
to renw their ouee aa4 aa'l'iH 7011 ~ ~ . ' 

In a441t1on to tiiDH -.nt10M4 abaft 1dao ola1ll to be 
oonaoiettt1ou objeotore, tllllre are - appi'O:datelJ' 1,250 J'ebo'nh'a 
l'itu .... 1n pr1aon tor TiolatlliiC t~ Selaot1n Ser'l'ioe .lot. J.a 7011 
DO 4oubt bow, the J'ellafth'• Wit-• deDJ' tllat ilaeJ' are oouolell­
tlou objeotore aa4 retuee olaee1t1oet1on u noh. we han -• 
eTerJ' attori to pt t~ to ao~ o1T1Uu wol'lt a .. ,, n••• noll 

• 

.. 
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ae work in hoapitall, but they ntuae ohilian work aa -ll ae 
military eerYioe. 

Wben I took ottioe a year ap, there -r• about 
l5,200 peraona in priaon who -r• Jeho-n.b 1 e Witne•••• or who 
olat .. d to be ooneoientioue objeotore. ln addition, durinc 
the peat year there -r• about 600 new oonrlot1one in theee 
oatar;oriea. H~nr, the llllllber now 1n prieon baa been reduoed 
to leu tban 1,600 and~ more will be releued in the DMJ" 

future, 

Sino• V-J day I have r;iven oaretul ooneideration to 
the pouibility ot a r;eneral amwety, but a rerl- ot all the 
taotora baa indicated tbat euoh aotion would be inappropriate 
at thia time. In the tiret plaoe, MD who o011plied with the law 
are still aerYinr; in the &n*1 toroea and in alternative oirllian 
aervioe, Thoae wbo violated the law oould hardly expect to return 
to their hoMe before the veterane. In the eeoo:ad plaoe, -n are ~ 
still eubjeot to induction. Thua, Mli\Y ot thoae in prieon would 
be called again for eerYioe 1t they -re relea .. d. In the third 
place, it ia neo••earJ tor the Department ot JUetioe to oontiaue 
to entoroe the .lot. A r;eneral amneaty tor violators would eerioualy 
ha:adioap proper tuture entor-nt. In the fourth plaoe, there are 
a DWilber ot old violatione pendinr; in Tar1oue etar;ea ot litiption 
in oourt, In the titth plaoe, it 1e ditt1oult to oonoeive ot juet 
how you would deaoribe the ,;roup to be covered b)' a general .-aty. 
Laatly, a general amneaty 1e not neo .. aary to br1n& about early 
releaae tram priaon in .. ritorioua oaaea, a1noe auoh releaeea oan 
be brought about under the parole prov1a1one, 

Durin& hoat1litiea, oonao1entioua objeotora and Jehovah'• 
Witnenea -re required to pertorm aOZM type ot o1rll1an eerYioe, 
auoh aa work in a hoepital, ae a condition ot parole. In taot, auoh 
parole waa available atter 60 daya. Thie ee--.4 like a reaaoneble 
propoai tion, but 1 t den loped that the Jeho-n.b 1 1 111 tneu .. and BOZM 
of tho ooneoientioua objeotora would not aooept parole under the•• 
conditione. I therefore augr;eated to the Parole Board late laet year 
that those who have 11r..-ed one-third ot their aentenoe, who are not 
inainoere, and who are Df lonr;er eubjeot to induction be clv•n parole 
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without ~ requir ... nt of ciTilian .. rnce. The Parole Board 
adopted thie eugseetion &Dd conaequentl7 ~•t ot tboae in thia 
cat egory have been releaaed. Thia aooounta in part tor the larce 
deoreaee in the uuaber in priaon in recent monthe. 

There is a emall group of conacientious objector• in 
prison who retuee to accept parole. We are working on thia 
problaa and may eoon be able to find a eolution. The largeet 
group remaining in prieon h composed of Jehovah' a W1 tneaaee who 
are still subject to aerTioe upon their releaae. Thie group of 
young men without children presente the moat perplexing proble.. 
Permitting them to return to their ho..e would like~ reault in 
their being called up again &Dd it would al8o be difficult tor 
their neighbore who are still in aerTioe or being inducted to 
understand the situation. HeTerthelesa, I am continuing to atud7 
the problem preaented by thia group eo that they~ be releaaed 
when auoh action would not intertere with the tuture adainietration 
and enforcement of the .lot. 1,J1¥ eugceetiona 70u ~ have ae to thie 
special problem would be deep~ appreciated. 

I hope that I hav. been able to give you some ineight 
as to the number ot conscientious objeotore and Jehovah'• ~tnesses 
in prison and what we are doing to bring about their early releaaee. 
The faot that the Committee on .a..Deety stated in a letter dated 
July 6, 1946, to the Editor of the H.w York Timee and publiehed 
July 14, 1946, that there are 2,100 oonacientioue objeotore in 
prieon discloses that even eome of thoee moat intereeted hav. failed 
to keep up with the large nuaber of releases in recent monthe. 

Please let me know if there h ~ way in which I oan be 
of fUrther aeaietanoe to you. I want to assure you that your intereat 
in writing about tbie matter 1a appreciated. 

With kiDd personal regard a, 

Sincerely youre, 

V)~ rCR_-~ '-­

.A.ttonwj General 
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'II• oo...t•tt- olijM .. ,. la -- _. l ~ "elq .. Ill' 
"Pl1 1a oMu M o*b tile - - •••• ' bt..Uiu tv? ,... 

ftoN Aft&\ )!'1118, e.l.J a'llod 1, j)M:OOM la ,rl_ f01' .tolatt .. .u .. l ... lft hft'SM Aft wile Ol.S. w 
" ....... u .... ,.,....,., ...... all ., ,._.. - " 
«Matllet • • lloaa n .. eouet•u .... ,,._..,.. 11MJr et , .... 
._.. ... , ..... O::>llt.:> ~Chel.J 1'1Udlf aM Md Mft _, "- la 
~- ~• 1-.: u t'-7 ~· ltaft ..._ .._ ... M OOI'ft la ''­
. ,.... r.•n• •• la altendlft thillu ooft'IM lt _..., ... 
~SoC "Ill'' '" ln. 

h eoaolu.t.q \Ut ~u-, U la .,._, a.pon.n 
M IIMw \M .,..Sftt uu.s•at• .... _,. bftlftl ... -. , .... 
1a \llolP MIMe !'M hetul dtuUOM ~ wl&alJ0 - ••111 .. 
u -'-11 atnnU • ...e&..., or toat w&\ll \Ma u a e1a-. 
It ,.. b M .., .,.e&fto .,. ..... &a aiM .. t u 1• • w.r .,... 
•• ""'" \ltob .... aat oftbo ,.. ...., ....... --. 

la aMIU• to , ...... u .... alleft ... oldJt w lie 
.....SftUOu o bjeftoN1 'Mn a n .. I>J~ l,Jto ,...._.,, 
11Uaeuu 1a 'Pl'l- hr n.tau .. \M lol ... lft :fft'ftM An. u,.. 
M ... ._ ..... \ho l.......U'• t.lt .. un ..., , ... , ,._ a n ~ 
Uou objonoN ... ..r.oo el.aodftooU• u ..-. .. '-" .... 
..,..., otten to an ..._ w • ....- e&.su .... K . .... • .. , .... 

OC: Raoorda 
ChroDO 
Mr. nurt 

J.liu Hoal7 
' :.: ,. 
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