D e R




d534d H0d Q3™ILIAH I¥YNIDIHO

THE HAY-ADAMS HOUSE

WASHINGTON 5, D.C. “COMPLETELY AIR-CONDITIONED™

December 17, 1946

Mrs, Eleanor Roosevelt
Hyde Park, New York

My dear Mrs., Roosevelt:

It occurs to me that you may be inter-
ested in seeing the enclosed letter which I
am sending today to Messrs. Davidson and

Kingdon.

the importance of emphatically disassociating

Something tells me that you realize
ourselves from American Communists and Ameri- j@-

ot
gentle way of handling this situation. Unless zr
we can muster the nerve to really attack thaoﬂ¢bp
problem, in my opinion we will necessarily

& % S

can Communism, I am afraid there is no very I;}i'
L t}

pay a heavy price in our future activities, ¢¥~ ;{11 :

Please do not feel under any nacaasitrfli'
to acknowledge this,

Yours very sincerely,
M oy ;<fit§::u11_

Morris Llewellyn Cooke

MIC:s

Enclosure
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necessity for learning how to get a with USSR in spite of all
the difficulties - some of our own .

mthn y Or even an individual
Commmunis ] ivable wi t USER ties of one sort

or ano « Remal "instruections" at times seem macabre and/or
pseudo, Communism is a politieal faith quite aliem to
American and American tutions because unlike other

political fai such as Republicanism, Sceialism and ’

it has its roots in a ru-:lg land, Our Constitution wisely gives
a hearing at election time almost any political rn:.u that
in some states Commmnists have a place on the balloet, t even so,
it is clear that American umﬁ- seeking to regain its domi-
nanee in Ameriean politieal affairs ean have ne traffiec of any kind
vhatsoever with jmerigan Communism or jmerigan Commnists,

Fortunately an inereas number of Americans evidence
interest in USSR affairs and a des to be informed accurately as
to USSR plans and prospects, As one instance, Congress has recently

published "Communism in Aetion" (79th « 2nd Session, House Docu-
ment No, 754), an objective by the Library of Cone
gress. Some of us take a terest in certain of the experi-

ments in statecraft being tried out in UBSR and this without neces-
sarily entertaining any preconceived notion as to their wisdom and
changes for suceess, It is “zud American doetrine that signifigcant
experiments may well be tr out on the State level before being
adopted on a national basis, The same losophy of t
may well have an international lication, Presumably we in the
USA have not arrived at a point where we anticipate no further
improvements in our governmental and economiec systems, Therefore
it may have distinet advantages for us to have other countries do

some experimenting., Unless we can remove liberalism and liberals
from the area of this all too y and all too effective, smear

gn, a highly desirable American interest in USER l.f*l.ll‘l
will be diseredited,

As one who has been assoclated through the years with a
numerocus line of liberal organisations batt for ts
in loeal, State, national and internatiomal By foregoing
suggests two necessary lines of aection:

1, The Board of the for organization should

home on Eleetion Day demand that we up
sign "Ansrigan Communists stay outl"



2, Inr paid personnel we should demand
in mrmigy :ti.th quite common personnel w‘ﬂiu.

volve any lment either of freedom of

or in the right of individuals to follow their own
political ideals. does mean that those with
past or present Communist leanings shall

not be loyed al politieal organisations.
This :ziumMMIwMﬂnm:Mby

the Philadelphia Branch of the ICC. Detailed

records are on file for every employee, from the
Executive Director down,

Our deecision in this matter will largely determine the
further participation of liberals in our agtivities., Liberalism
in association with its organized labor allies seemingly faces
& and bitter struggle for the maintenance of decent stand-

ards American life and their improvement. We cannot afford
to carry any unnecessary weight,

Yours very sineerely,
- Morris Llewellyn Cooke

Hay-Adams House
Imm. D. C.
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