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. THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt,

About a year ago, you had Lymn
and me to tea at the White House, a gracious act
that we shall always remember. TWe were on our way
to Curacaso, and Princess Juliana was with you,
Kterwards you read Lynn's mamiscript on the Forelgn
Service, and sent us your photograph which is
eonstantly admired in cur home here.

In telling us of your visit
to this island, you could not recall having seen
a Foreign Service building here, perhaps becsuse
at that time there was no representative office
or residence, Now the Netherlands Government
has offered to give a site of our own chosing,
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and construct a suitable building upon it, a gift
which we believe is unige in the history of our ;
Foreizn Servicee I inclose copies of letters '
from Governor Kasteel.offering the gift, and from ‘
Fresident Trummn accepting it, also some of wrmy
husbad s qﬁuﬁc on the mhtker, and clippings from
local newspapers,

Tt would indeed be a proud moment for our
nation, for Governor Kasteel and his charming
family, and for the people who remember you here,
1f you could come @ain when the President Franklin
Delano Roosevelt House 1" finished, perhaps for
its dedication. |

Not long ago at ameeting of the ;mrim
Women's organisation, Helping Hand, the members
told me about: your visit during the war, and how
inspiring you were in your #tention to the troops
ad interest to our boys here at that time., One of

the girls remarked ®Someone tried to distract her
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attention for some socill advantage, but she would mot have it, and kept
to her purpose of seeing our boys.,® Then another added 3 "Do you
remenber her lovely SKINI®
Lynn expects to thise us home on vacation this Summer, and
we shall be at Fall Hill, Fredericksburg, Virginis, from late June,
for a few months, :
He joins me in best Ii!hﬂ!tll‘lﬂ"l, and gratitude for your

example and great spirit.

Consulate General of the United States of America,
Gurﬂﬂm’ H-'-I-

1723. 19L6.
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The following article, translated into the S ah langusgs, appeared
in the Curagac (Willemstad) paper "La Prensa® of Tuesdsy, May 7, 1946:

BEAUTIFUL TESTIMONY OF GRATITUDE OF OURAQAD TO THE UNITED STATES.

Iwo letters of historiec wvalues

Following we take pleasure in reproduc , translated into Spanish,
two letters, the contents of whieh bring out the spirit of frenk friend=
ship whioh exists between Curegac and the United States, and which, there=
fore, are received with pleasure:

From His Excellency the Govermor of Ouragao to the Honorable Consul
Genaral of the United States:

" Dear Mr. Frankling
Now that the Forces of the Amerlcan Army, Navy and
Alr are leaving the Territory of Curagao, the Staten of Curagaoc wish
to expreas the feelings of our people towards the great Republic which
has helped our Kingdom in general and this part of the Kinglom

sapaciallys

These forces came to assist and to cooparate with us
in dsfending these islands against possible attacks of the common
enemy, and some of our American friends have offered their lives here
in the fulfilment of this task, and remain here. They wera inspired
by the cause so ably led by the great man who wae their FPresident and
whoaa descent from the ancestore of our own country made us feel
especislly close to him,

These thoughte have moved the Staten of Curagao to
express thelr gratitude by a gift that should be a memorial to thes
Foroes and, at the same ftime, to their o0ld Commander-in=Chiefs

The Staten of Curagao have asked me to initiate in
a special budget & sum great enough to parchease a site and to build a
house thereon thet would bear the name "Fresident Franklin Delano
Hoosevelt House". It is intended that the House and land upon which it
is to be built, -shall be transferred to the People of the United States
of America, and that thelr Government should use it in ites permanent
Foreign Service as may seam fit to it.

I am glad to transfer to you this offer of the Staten
of Curagao, and I shall be happy to execute their wishes as soon as
possible, ae tha Royal Netherlends Government agrees heartily with

this projeocts

I should be glad if you would kindly transmit this
offar to your Govermment, and inform me whether or not your Governmant
oan accapt its

I should also be glad if your Govermment might
assist in the execution of this plan by sending detailed specifications
of the tuilding required and personnel to interpret them, ®

[I remain, dear Sir,

Yours 8incerely,

{ (signed) P. Kastesl.

From His Excellesncy Fresident Truman to the Governor of Curagao:

" My dear Governor Easteelt

The Seeretary of State has informed me of the receipt of a deapateh
from the American Consul General at Curagao reporting that it is the
desire of the Netherlands West Indles Govermnment to give to the Tnited
States of America a site and btuilding for the use of the American Con-
sulate at Curagao %o be dedicated as & memorisl to the armed forces of
the United Btugcﬂ who served in the Netherlands West Indies during the
WATs

It is a great pleasure to accept the giﬂ. in the name of the
United States of Amarica, as a memoriaml of perpetual friendship betwesn
the pecples of the Hetherlands West Indies and the United States, and
I wish to express to you the appreciation of my fellow-countrymen, as' .
wall as my own appreciation, of your Government's genercus offer.

I am, my dsar Governor,

v
ary ﬂlﬂ-nﬂjnwn, = s




HEACTION T0O OFFER BY NETHERLANDS GOVERNMENT OF A SITE AND BUTLDING
FOR THE Us 8. FOREIGH SERVICE.

We think upon this offer as a uni effort in which aw
in this island is taking part voluntar u-f.nd that they will cgzm
tribute unselfishly towards ite successful conolusion. The result
will prove that such undertakings can be of lasting and mutusl benafit
to all mrz‘ﬂznl aﬁim:m:; (

r since His death voloes were heard (thro naws re
otherwise) to have appreciastion shown towards o'u.rug:ﬂm-ﬁ;i‘ mm
;,.;.h' lat: :ruaiuugkt gammmthh:;- Enoaﬂultrb; th;lmutian of a

numean o our gident or of a ie 8

elty of this island, . - s D

It may well be said that the people of Curagao helped to awaken
disinterested and unselfish sentiments mmongst peoples of many lands,
reapopding to our Good Neighbor Polioys This apark from thair
haarta, of genercsity and appreciation, if properly handled, may
bring hops to thousands who hear of it and who had felt thn; the light
of mmanity had gone outs

We believe that the people of our country, when they hear of the
generous offer from the people of this country, will be greatly moved
and will fesl a strong desire to cooperate and reclprocate in evary
way posaible towards a better understanding of this foreign people.
This seems to us to be partioularly important as the majority of the
poople of Curagao consists of persons who were born in the Weat
Igdiu. There are strong ties between them and our country because
of:

(1) the Lago 0il & Transport Company, Ltds in Aruba, with

thousands of workers from the United States;

() old commeroial ties between these people and the United
States of Amerioa;

(3) shipping;
(4) air linas and
(5) general community of interest.

We think that here, at the dawn of a new world, these psople are
showing appreciation and generosity which is the hope of the new
world, and it makes us proud that the offer has come from this ocountry
to which we are the ranking representatives of the United States. Ve
alao think that 1t is sncouraging to know that these peoples have risen
%o suoh lofty aspirations as to enable them toc glve birth tec such an
idea. It may well be that from this seed of appreciation on the part
of these people will spring cleser friendship and cooperation between
pooples in this part of the world = anmd even in other parts of the
worlds
It may be that one or more Aistinguished pe might dssire %o
be present at the insuguration of sueh a tu or buildings, or
aven &t the present time express their apprecistion of the offer to
the Governor and people of Curagaos Such a group might ineclude our
Freaident, our Secretary of State, ocur Western Buropean Division
Chief in the Department of State, our Secretary of War and/or Havy,
Mrs. F. D. Roossvelt = former Admirals who were Commander of All the
Armed Foroes in Curepao and Aruba during the war, Mr. Charles W.
Taussig, Co-Chalrman of the Caribbean Commission, Mr. Fred ILarkin,
Head of our Euilding Operations in the State Department, and Her
Royal Highness Frincess Juliana, His Hoyal Highness Frince Bernhard
or Ambassador Dr. Alexander Loudon TIT

Perhaps the peopls of ocur different States and Territories might
degire to be present in the bullding by, for instanes, a petrified
spacimen of plant life from Arizona, a Totem Poles from Alaska, a
plece of marble from Vermont, a olock from Pennaylvania, a model ship

fram Massaclmsetta, a plece of granite approprinstely carved from
Meine, etos, oto.




LA PRENSA

BELLO TESTIMONIO D
GRATITUD DE CURA-
CAO A EE. UU.

————
Dos cartas de valor

" histérico

e g e
A eontinuaeiin nos complace-
mos en reproducie, lraducidas al
eapafiol, dos eartas, cuve conte-
nido pone de relieve el e:_npirit.u
de franca amistad que reina em-
tre Curacao ¥ Estados Unidos,
¥ que, por lo tanto, han de ser
, icogidas con general beneplici-

to.

| ¥ ¥ &

[ De S.E el Gobernador de Cno-
racac sl MNon, Sr. Consul Gene-
ral de Eatados Unidoes.

Muy estimadoe Sr. Franklin:

Ahora que las fuerzus milita-
res  Americanas estin  abando-
"nando el territoriv de Curacao,
los “Staten' de Curacav desean
dar expresion a los gentimientos
de aimpatia de la poblacion h“.'
cin la. gran Repiblica, que ayudd
# nuestre Reino en gencral _l..- n
eaty parte del Reino en particu-
lar. b
Las fuerzas militares vinie-
ron agqui para asistirnos v paras
cooperar con nosutros en la de-
fensa de nuestras islas contra
ataques eventuales de nuestro e-
nemigo comin, ¥ amigos Ameri-
canos- han dejado su vida en és-
ta: en el cumplimiento de su de-
ber ¥ reposan en nuestra tierrn.
Estaban inspirados por la causn,
tan habilmente dirigida por el
gran hombre que era su Preai-
dente' ¥ cuya descendencin holan-
desn nos hizo sentirnos mdas uni-
dos- con. ellos, v
Persuadidos por estoa  senti-
Lmientos los “Staten" de Curacao
quisieron dar expresion a su a-
gradecimiento por medio de una
donagiom. quo quedaria como un
, reouerdo: i las fuerzas militares
Americanas ¥ su antiguo comai-
dante : en._jefe,

Head of our Bullding Operations in tne o5Tate
Royal Highness Princess Juliana, His
Alexander Loudon 777

or Ambassador Dr.

Timsal s e -

e = -

Los “Staten"” me pidieron des-
Linar del Presupuesto una sumup
bastanle grante s comprar
un terveno v hacer fabricar una
varn o ln cual se daria el nom-
hre “President Franklin Delano
Ronsavelt THowse". La inteneion
e de regalor o eass ¥ el Lerre-
o al pueblo Americano ¥ que el
Gobierno de los Estados Unidus

de Amériea la usara MEn su
servicin el Exterior, vome o
desear,

Me e sumpsmenlo Placentero

transferir esla  oferla de  Jos
"Staten” de Curncno u Ustod ¥
ma o serin un privilegio cumplir
cuante antes con el deses de Jos
“Slalen”, a o cunl el Lobierno
Real Holandés ha olorgado con

toddo- afecto su aprobacicn,

Lo agraieceria mucho s Ll
uisiers  poner su Gobiveno gl
vorriente de esta  oferts ¥ ni
unisiers informarme i sg Go-
bierno lu pudiers aceplar, Toum-
bidn lo aprecincia si sy Gobierng
deseara contribuiv en In ejec-
cign del plan, huciéndonus conn-
ver por medio de experlos sus
desons partionlases para Ja COis-
Lrueeion,

as oma i e

.

7 de Mayo de 1946 ;
M‘_

e K. el Presidente Traman,
al Gubernadur e Curacap,

Mi estimudo Gobernador Kasteol:

El Ministro de Heluciones Ex-
terivres me aeusd recibo de un
informe del' Consulndo General
Amuoricans en: Curaeno diciendo
fue ox el duseo del Gobierno de
Curacao regular a Jog Estados
Unidus de Améric un terreno y
i cpsa pars el uso del Consu-
lado Americano en Curacao, gue
serin dedicadn o las fuerzus mili-
tares Amerioanas, que presturon
servicio en Curacao. durante [a.
Euurra,

Es purs mi un gran privilegio
aoeplur vs donacidn: en nombre
do los Eatudos Unidus do Amé-
riea, comoe yn recuerdo n la g-
mistad perpetua entre |u poliln-
eion de Curpean il de Jos Es-
Lidus Unidos, v desoo CXPresar
# Usted’ el' apreciv de mis com-
mitriolas lanto como ol miv por
ln generosa uferla de su Gobier-
no. g

Quedv de Usted, mi estimado
Gobernador

su atlo, ¥y 8.8,

Harry Truman -

Leparumenv, anu hws
Royal Highness Prince Bernhard

ol
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