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BRITISH v. RUSSIAN FOLIOY

It would be wrong to say that Labor is unaware of the di-
lemma of & ruling power in 2 colonial empires A recent di-
redtive of the Colonial Secretary wam "eolomnial governments
against bureauoratic tglnnlu' and invit them "to arcuse the
interest and secure gooperaticn of the peoples concerned”
showe that this 1s not the case. But it is one thing to say
this and quite another to put it intc practice. The problem is
one of techmiques and personnel: the whole system of indireet
rule, which works through, and hence supports, daminant native
grnmth a vested interest in the status quo, would have to
be t overbocard; and the overwhelmingly conservative oo~
lonial service, which is steeped in ¢t tions of paternalism
and white supremacy, would have to be purged and renewed. These
issues cculd not even be seriocusly broached without arcusing
bitter scoial antagonisms both in the ocolonies and at home. La-
ber apparently wants neo trial of strength with the powerful in-
terests which have long dominated and profited from the empire.
As long as this 1s so, British administration will remain what

ire, the journal of the Fabian Colonial Bureau, admits it
still is "in the eyes of many pecple in the golonies, a resented
alien domination, irrespective of what party is in power at home."

It is generally kmown that the Soviet Union inherited from
Czarist Ruseies a vast colonial empire in the Near East, Central
Asia and the Far East. KNot very much good literature exists on
these regions, however, and the information about developmentas
since the beginning of the war is particularly secanty. Ve are,
therefore, lucky to have a relatively recent sccount of condi-
tions in Soviet Central Asia from a qualified observer who is
familisr with conditions in the British Empire and who cannot
be suspected of undue attachment to the commmist view of things.
During the winter of 1044=45, Colonel C. E«. Ponsonby, Parlia-
mentary Secretary to Anthony Edem in the late Coalition Govern-
ment, visited the Soviet Republies of Aserbaijan, Turimenistan
and Usbekistan. (Colonel Ponsonby is a Tory who has been
prominent in Last African affairs.) In May, 1945, he ssed
a8 joint meeting of the Royal Empire and Royal African Socleties
on the subject of "African Colonial Administration,” and, at
the suggestion of the echaimman, lLord Hailey, prefagsed his talk
'“hrt“d“l,:wﬁ: t:: mdltii-.l il H’:h::ltln- His r-;:::;t:l,
reporte Tmpire (organ o Royal Empire »
are worth quoting at some lemgth:

Twenty-one years ago the Emir of Usbekistan (who held his
territories under the Csar), in fear of the reprisals by his
or people, who existed only for the purpose of taxation, with
0 of his chief followers galloped away to A istan, where he
subsequently died. Today one of his sons is s teghniocal in-
stitute and ancother a teacher in Moseow.: Twenty-one years ago



the literagy in Usbekistan was seven pereent, prastically the
enly teaghing being in the Mchammedan sehoo and

o write at all. There were only one or two mmall
schemes on the Csar's estates =- there were no fastories and no
hydroeleotriec plants. What is the situatiom after 21 mﬂ

Now 98 pergent of the population ean read and write) are
4,000 sohools, twu universities and several technical institutes)
there are large efficient factories; huge irrigation sechemes; 20
hydroelectric plants; and, amcngst other things, a wonderful
ballet and operdcsee

How has this transformation come about? How have these lei-
sure=loving Asiatic people been galvanised inte unuq{.m-
teachers, engineers, teclmicians, and above all beecme, the
first plage, enthusisstie for their Republie of Usbekistan, and
in the seoond plage, ardent adherents of the USSRY I think that
the answer is that firstly, they have found seourity; secondly,
they realise the advantage of attaclment to a regime whieh has
b t them material prosperity, not so great, but undream~
ed of twenty-one years agoj a regime which ean rely om to
supply advice or expert perscnnel on teehmisal eots, snd also
finance for big schemes whioh they cannot afford ves.

But Moscow has shown great wisdom. It has emphasised that
this Mepublic can leave the USSR if it so desires) that these
pecple are Usbeks first and Russians seeond, and that they are
re sible for their own development; but by means of a govern~
ment-gcntrolled radioc and 88} by control of ercopping and pro-
duetion in fagtories, Usbe is welded into the mashine as
an integral part of the main USSR.

It would be a mistake to assume that Soviet poliey toward
the problems of backward peoples is primarily a matter of idecl-
ogy or sentiment. It stems rather from the fast that the Bole
sheviks in their own hnhﬂhurﬂmnuu-
ed to ally themselves with all the elements in Czarist Russia
whigh stood to {:ln from the liquidatiocn of the aneiem .
It was inevitable that whem this common struggle sue » Dow

should game to power with new values and new standards.
Their interests were not in the sort of differential gain whish
gives rise to recial diserimination and the cme-asided exploita-
tion of undeve areasj om the contrary, thelr interests
called for the of the new sooial order through eo-
operation “’Lﬂtf“t rages and through the maximm devel-
opment of avallable produstive rescurses. This point %
needs emphasis today sinee the experiense of the war)
need :tuu'l.:? however, is that soeial habits and att
-hdn:::: r“h l "nature.” g:'-t ishing
come A& of a [ . as s
whieh Colonel Fonsonby witnessed in Usbekistan was m
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"natural,” indeed the inevitable, outeome of the genesis and
make-up of the USSR.

THE USSR AS A MCDEL

In the long run, countries, like individuals, are iud'ﬂ
by their record. Prom the point of view of the eolonial coun~
tries, the record of the USSR stands in a elass itaelf; and
- 4t seems reascnable to suppose that both those ¢h enjoy nom-
inal independence and those which o ise parts of colom em-
pires -- not least the British -~ will be ineressingly attracted
to the USSR. This does not mean, of course, that will want
to Join the USSR, but it does mean that they will want govern-
ments which can understand and profit from Soviet experience;
that they will want to receive assistance from the USSR; that
they will insist upon the freedom to adopt those institutional
forms and teclniques whieh have already ved their worth in
overecoming the cbstacles to ufu econcmie and social progress.
So far, this 1s a trend whiech is only beginmn to become evi-
dent, but it may well be cne of the deeisive historical trends
of our time. Britons, even of the Left, will greet it with
mixed feelings since they cannot eseape the fast that their own
position and well-being are to a gonsiderable extent based on
inherited privileges which are being irrevocably undermined.
Americans, on the other hand, being more fortunate in this re-
t, should weloome 1t:. C(ur own historiecal experience does not
give us any special expertness in eclonial eecnomiecs, and in the
matter of race relaticns we obvicusly have more to learn than to
teach. We gan afford tc lend genercus finsneial and teckmieal
assistance, but as a nation we should be glad to have the reci
ients of ocur aid eall in such help and adviee as they may requ
and organize themselves in a way to derive the maximum benefit.

All this may sound like nonsense, or perhaps worse, to those
who see in ecolonies and backward nations only 8 in a game of
"power politices”™ and who close their eyes to fagts that real
people are congerned and that no poliey whiech ignores their needs
and aspirations can in the long run be suecessful. Such an atti-
tude is no doubt partly due to ignorsnce; cclonial governments
customarily se a curtain of censorship compared to whigh the
famous Churchillian "irom curtain™ is transparent and flimsy.
But in times like the sent, ignoranee is no exouse, least of
all for persocns in E.un. Eve e kmowe in & general way
what has been going on since the war Indonesis and the Far
East, and corroborat evidenoe from Afries is not lacking --
e«g+p the Internati Labor Review for May-June of this year,
reporting on labor eonditiocns in the Belgian ﬂﬂi: desoribes a
strike movement which began in J.H} and led to v int olashes
in whioh there were "many viotims," and quotes from an officisl
dooument the following significant ecmelusion: "The indigenocus
proletariat, manual and intelleetual, is following with interest
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and almost with passion the sceial evclutiocn that is taking place
esss The Africans are following closely what is being said and
written among us in Prench Equatorial Afriea and elsewhere, and
are making their demands more and more explicit.”

1 AFFA

Unhappily for the American pe » the sent administra-
tion in Washington seems to be uma or unwilling to read these
signs of the ¢t 8+ The Iranian affair of last spring is an ex-
oellent case in point. Iran has c¢lose historical and ecultural
ties with the neighboring Soviet Republics. So¢ far as the USSR
is concerned, ites primary interest is in hav a friendly Iran
covering a vital streteh of its socutherm frontier, which ob-
viously impcesible sc long as the gountry is under the thumb of
a ruling class whose sympathles and outlock are similar to those
of the former Fmir of Uszbekistan, referred to by Colcnel Ponson-
by in the passage qucted abuve. (n the cother side, one must
assune that the mass of Iranian peasants and workers are at least
to some degree familiar with what has been accomplished north of
the border and that a desire to share in this material and cul~
tural advance would be strong, especlally among the literate mi-
nority. In short, the installation of an Iranian regime friend-
ly to the USER and both able and willing to borrow from the orea-
tive experience cf the Soviet Central Aslan Republies would ap-
pear to be a common interest of the Scviet and Iranian peoples.

In the past, there has been no opportunity for such a re-
gime; but during the war the Soviet ococcupation authorities in
northern Iran permitted a progressive govermment to come to power
in the Iranian province of Azerbaijan and protected it against
the armies of the central government. Naturally, the Russians
were reluctant to leave the country without assurances that this
government would not be cut to pleces the minute they were acroass
the border. vith good will on the part of the American and Bri-
tish governments, the Iranians would almost certainly have givem
such assurances; the evacuation of Iran would have taken place
on schedule; the affair would have been amicably settled in the
interests of the peoples oconcerned and quiokly forgotten; the
only losers would have been the semi-feudal Iranian aristocracy.
Instead, es 1s by now well known, the American government chose
to use the sltuation to ereate an intermaticnal erisis of dan-
gercus proportions, to embitter the relations of the Big Three
and to throw a monkey wremch into the workings of the United Na-
tions. 1In short, the American people, through their government,
were ranged squarely on the side of reaction and against the in-
terests of the evlonial peoples of the world.

Unhappily, there are plenty of signs that, behind a smokes-
sereen of distorted facts and hiqh-lmdg! {hrlul. the same
thing is happening in China, Korea, the lipprines and cther parts



of the worlde The tragedy is the more profound because Ameri-
can poliecy and Amerlican achievements during the war brought this
country unparalleled preestige among the coloenial pecplese The
nane ¢f Tranklin D. Wwosevelt became a shining symbel of free-
dom anong the humble and downtrodden everywhere. Now, a year
and a half after hie death, these same people are seeing Ameri-
can power, froum which they had expected 20 much, being used to
nelster up the very system of domination and exploitation which
hag kept them focr s8¢ long in enforced poverty and ignorance.

THE GUAL 15 SELP=DETTMINATION

It would be impossible, within the space vf a short article,
tu enter intc the many problems with respect to the present and
future ¢f the British "mpire which are raised by the foregoing
analysis. Nevertheless, a few pocints seem reascnably elear. In
go far as the Labor Gouvermment has stepped up the pace of refom
in the cclonleg, 1t deserves the support of American progreseive
crinione At the same time, however, it shculd be e¢lear that
gelfedeteninntion of the eclenial pecples themselves -- which
dues not necessarily mean separate naticnhood for each and every
colony, snd still less independence under the rule of a amall
"urcpean minority on the South African pattern -- should remain
the ultimate goale There is nothing in past history, or in the
recent acticne of the Labor Government, to sugzest that genulne
equality and couperation among the races that comprise the Brit-
ish "mpire can be organized from Loundone 4And, finally, Ameri-
cans should be on guard against all efforts, especially on the
part of their own government, tc freeze the various units of
the empire intc some sort of anti-Soviet power bloes Cuite aside
from the general internaticnal dangers of such a course, it is
clear that 1t could lead only to dlisaster for the cclonial
pecnles themselves.
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