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UNITED STATES COAST OUAAD 

--1'1'0 
l ')oij Unionport 
aron>t ... b2 , ~·· 
r&r:-'underh1ll 

Road 
York 
, _ J 77o 

~re. rranU1n 
~· 1Yuli1no;ton 
New York, - tcew 

D. Foooevolt 
Square , South 
York 

·;,y dear Wre. Rooeevelt.: 

1 woUld appre~ late the honor o t an appo1nt~ent 
,.,lth you to have a teN words about Yala. 

NOW t nat 1 am discharged from the ~o~et oua rd, 
1 in tend to oont lnue the oe riee of t'a.moue dog books 1 s t arted 
wh ile 1n ee r vioe, The firat or these, "Slnbad or t h6 ''oaat 
ouard,• wae published by Dodd Mead tble year. The book, a 
bio!l"taphy or the f'!o'l.st Gu~trd 1 8 globe trottlhg ni9.8("0t, WB.8 
reviewed in L1t! ~~gatlne and hae been rather well r ece i ved. 
1 am happ y t o say. Uary Uar garet MoSrtde, who 1nterv1~w~d me 
on her program, e ven Ol81med that it m l~ht be~ome a ol aae 1~ , 
although 1 am aur e her ki nd ~emarke wer e prompted by mv 
appearance in uni form. George Oray dld the 1lluet ra t 1ona. 

Oodd Mead and l are now pJ.ann1ng the whol e ael"i•Ht 
and hope to do the next book on hla. 11h1le l appre~1ate that 
'here al"! many author& fax more qual1 t 1ed to do eu~h a book, 
non e woUld be more eympathe t io or enthualaatio. ·Re ha.d Pe.ul 
Brown 1rt mind to do the illuatratione. 



Eliza. bath W. RobiJlson 
5039 Albam..rle Street , ll.W ., 
Wa.shington a, D.C. 

A POST CARD FOR i.IKT!(A 

By Eli zabe t h 1'1 . Rooinson 

1 , 109 woras . 

The s ola ier selec ted the bench unaer the g iant beech 

tree near th& s tatue of Kosciuszko. The na.me of "he Polish 

beneral wa rmed the cold hollow under hi s che~t ,.,here the 

homesickness converged i n to an aching ball . 

He pushed his cap b .. ck over tlio tawny hair ana aug his 

fingers i nto a oag of ~e~nucs. The fa& :~Jig eon$ of ~f~ye tte 

Squa.re descended ~round him l ike ~aracroopers, moking s oft 

effortless :i.hndings on the w .. lk " t his feet . 

He looked across the avenue \':here the White House loo!Led 

s t~rtlingly naked behind ca.l l bl ack elms scri~ycd of cneir 

autumn l eaves . It reminded him of a picture in his school­

book back home . While he cossed" .,eanut to" pi 6 e on tha t 

hovered on "he out skirts of the flock, he tr i ed to recall how 

t he victure had looked . 

Mama had been bus tling .. bout ~etting tne suv;.er , but when 

he c~me to her with che pict ure of the \Vhi &e Hou~e in che 

Fi f th Reader she had put aown t he ~l~ce of Odbka chat was to 

be his s;.ec :lal treat und Wi:IJed her o..nds on ner a.pron ~o that 

she could take t he book in her hbnus . Her culloused finger 

rested for a moment bene~>th the picture wr.ile ::.be s&udiea it . 

"1'/ha t doe!. it say , son?" l>he al.ked. 

(more) 



robins on- 2 

When he read tiJe wor<1s , sLe smiled . 

"By Joe , it Oe very fine, s on, " bho ""id . 11 Some auy rr..aybe 

you see it y ourself ·" She arew htH' 5bort, " toclcy f i gure U!- t o 

its full h ei ght. "Ana you r emea,oer, boy . I n t;his At.erica son 

of mlne r be s omebody good, be ~tnything he like , talk ... nybody 

ne like. I w .. n t for you should bee the PI·e.,iaent bome Cld.,Y. He 

be ju;t another am~ 1can like you, s on . " 

M11ma wou l d l ike •• po~ c c~ra from VI ... shin~, con . Vih!.Lo the 

p i pJeons protested, he crUJ!lpled cne co:.- of c!te J•eanut b11g ~nd 

re~<c bed inco his ~ocket f or cht: scenic co.ros he •a bought. There 

was one of cne Tida l & s ill with the cherry olossoms all around 

it , uut he a i scaraed it in favor of che one of r.r.e Executive 

!J"nsion shinJ.ng l ike lrloma ' " fre~nly-hunt~ ~<ash ue;c<.m s t a ul .. z-

ing sunri5e . 

He cnewea che ena of his 1,encil. The rnes»abe mubt be im­

.~-res s ive uec .. use his m«ttka woula Wd.n t co br ag ana no<1 he"t· head 

ond say, "You s ee I", 11hen Mrs . Kow .. l ski c ... n:e over to read it 

for her . But he coula think of nothing but the uneventful 

~lass of beer he h~ had ~ ith Pete Pe trilli in ce lebration of 

this , his f i r s t week-end J-&.SS. He v. roce M«m<> •s o.dctre"s on t he 

reverse s ide of the curd «na 1-ut i -c o~ck in n i" J-Ocl<et . 

Presently .;. lit-cle ol ack uog wicn SCUIIiJ-Y le.J s .. nct wb~;ful 

<:yes cc.me &.long ana nuaged him on ~;he knee . The soloier 

scr atched h im behind cne ears .. nd fed him " 1-e"nut wui ch he 

rolled ex1-erimencally over uis tongue oliCI chen aroy_red on the 

0 round . He looked uy brightly co show ch"t he 11asn •t hoJ.eless­

ly dlsa, pointed , but was jU.J t looking for a better offer. 

11 So you don •t l ike it , lit cl e fe ll&?" che t.oldi er ... sked . 

(more) 
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Md t LJe aog lifted ., s oft frint; .d ..,.. . .. na .. cra t c nea i•im on the 

The s olaier r 11. t tled t ite l> .. e, ce..s ~ngly ... na e; rinned . The 

dog b~rked ... nu w11.~ a.bout to force hi~ mu~zle into the OJ& nlng 

when a squirrel ~ttr11. c cea nis ~t tenti on. Hd c~rged .. fte r i t 

111ith much :.hor. ol" teeth = d e,l owliug a i s .. ,~-}-rovnl. The :.quirrel 

.,~omed tne safety of 11. tree una tlie d og d i S& J.}-eared. 

J u _ , acros:. che ~tree t on u~alson Pl~ce ... s i g n ~<dvercised 

the S tage Door C..nteen . The soldier Olll¥t1ea t he r emains of 111 s 

oug on the ,.... thw~oy ... nu rose . Be cross eo ove r « na fol l owed cwo 

J~uors i n be t w;;en """ m«rol e J.illurs tllca t f.l . ...rutea cr.e aoor way . 

The ~reccy girl l ookea uy ... c ~s f ... ce wi t h a s~1le and 

aown .. t hi:. fee t 'llith u f rown. 

" 1 •m s orry , solcller , out you c~on' t or ing your uog in here . 

He • s not we.:~ ring u muzzle . " 

The s ola 1e r t urneu .• round uoa saw cJ,e l lt t l e blbcK aog 

•so you ' re not ~ aeserter after a lll " ne s::. i d . Tl:e aog 
,.., 

th'Yt_;;ed his t .. il on tM .fl oor. Tho ooy s&pJ.lea his t'in6 tu·:. - na 

tbe d og sat up on ni ~ '""unc hes ~nd l ift ed his front .~-aws .lnto 

the a ir . 

The s irl l auohed and chu ooy ~~led oack a:. he s c ... r t ed 

for tne s t r eet. 

Outside he hes1~ced ~ the d og ~" c d own .. na l o oKea up 

a c him . 

Rel uctantly t he s~la.ler s~<id , "Look, you'd be ct er ~o 

home now . " 

He t urned hi:. buolt on t;.h.e d og and h&l«iea UJ- the s t r e-t 

(more) 
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to, ... ru t ne ri6ht . The uog crottea by hi:. s ioe . 

•You •ll tO t lost, • cne s oluior W«rned . 11Go home l Go 

on nome 1" .. nd he thum.,ed hi !> foot by way ol' e ruJ;ha l> is . The 

dog .. tOJ,.}ed, rej!~> ru.ed him with hurt eyes .. nu cw·nea uway. 

The s olaie r \\'en t oo. Before he reacheo Ct.t: co1·ner be t.eurd 

the 6 entle yonting of the ao6 cesi de him .. guio . 

All of u ~uuaen toe !>olaie l f e l t ~urm «nu 600d ~> 11 over . 

He no longer trieo co .. b .. Ke nh CUllJ,.«nion, but wnh .. "Come 

on, then I 11 invit.ed him co qu~cken nis ;. lice . They rounded the 

cornt r t o&ether. 

The church \145 r e,: .. l 11nc1 6o1aen und "i'lenaid. 

":!ou gotc;. center .for servicecen?" he l.D(!I.d.rea .. c cne 

en "r .. nce . 

The man smiled and I-Oim;ea U,i.i che b&reet ut u s·ed orick 

bu~laing . He l~:~~> ned over ana ~ .. vo '-l•e aog .. ,.,. t . "Nice dug , " 

he said . Ana then, 11Ha 1 JJY co h<.ve me,e you, s ola ier." 

The mothdrly v:c.m.m " " cne aoor wu .. frlenalt cut so1· r;r . 

•It •s j ust coo oud , out t~ere • b oeen a raoi es !>c .. re, ;ou 

Know. If you h4CI " l e .. s h , you .:oula G.le hin. ou .. s .lae ." 

The/ uiea cl.o <>rt b"llery , too, out t t•a gu...ro s .. id , "No . " 

11 ! know wh . c v.e •ll ao, 11 cite t.oluier :;uia co the uog . He 

r .. c ~:led c.. h..nd!'ul of ch~nbe J.n hi b .-ocket . "VIe •11 e .. t. And 

"e 111 f ino " J,.lcace '<flar e they •11 l et you 1n or 1 •11 .mow 1:hy . " 

They founa it in .. hole- 1n-the-wu11 on 17t h t. r;ree t . T1>e1 e 

were boo "ths una £& our t~.nd c. ,vro;.r ie cor 1·mo aidn • r; mina a oe, ;; . 

'fhe s ola i er h,•d s crtAilllll ed ee:bs .aua o .. con <Lnd. r;,,., ClOt: bad 

lA hamburger . The ~oldier iea .1.t co him in !>lllall luruJ-" IWJ.Ch 

h~ t:ulved CI OI•n quickly .. nCJ fini shed oi'f wir;h c. ,.le .. bed r "ss .. t. e 

{~tore) 
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of curling tont;ue over moist ulack no .. e . 

When they cume out the/ lookeu l:!. i ml lls"lt u,~- unu avvm ~he 

s treet . The boy ~ut his hAnd~ in hi~ ~ockets . The o og ~uttered 

impo.cientl y d t his feet , a nxious to be on che Wl:!.y. 

"Al l r i e:; hc , little fella , 11 the :;ol uier sc.ia. 11 ! 1m t ired 

of deciding . After a.ll , it 1 » your cov.n . s l,~-o ... e y o-. -how me 

.. round f or o "llile . " 

J<& if he under !> coed~ t he do~ s.;..o.rceu ol'f , he .. a.l.~ buck to­

wc.rd Lal'oye"J;te Squur e . When they re,.chea 1;he b" t ewc.y to 1;he 

Whi .. e Hous e ~he d og ran in. 11 Hey I" t he ;. olcuer C-'lled .. nd 

s t 11rted af ter him. 

il guura ~ l;Bj;pea f orw .. ra ana ba.rrea t he H~>Y. 11Sor J·y 1 J.Jud . 

You can • t come in here , " ,;ne gua1·u ~a id . 

The a q: ~l .. ncea ~;owuru t;hem1 hes i t .. t ea 1 una t n• i led bdck 

t o the solaier •s feet . 

"Come on, fel l a , " c ho;: s ol a i er ;,a id . 

Th•> gu ... rd lookea a <>"l•n at the aog "'na hi- f ace beamed . 

"You •ve founu t r.e rd !>Cal l " he excl uimed . 11 He •s been 

miss inl three h our s 1" He !iei z;ea t h !> s ola i e r by t he ax·m. 

"Come on, " he said 1 turning him toward t i::e ~;reu t hout e . 

" They •11 cer t d inly be gl«d. " 

They walked UjJ the uriveway 1 the uog scam1 er i ng bet\teen 

tnem . When they re11ched tbe ~ico, the uog oounced up the 

s ce_ps . The 5 olaie r &lowly we~lkea towc1ra t he o~en .1.nt;; aoor. 

* * * * * 
Th•, l <.~ce o.fternoon s un curew s ,;r..i.,ved sho.aows on che J,~ve­

ment in fron1; of che White Hou.,e \~hen em: s olaier r·eturned co 

(more ) 
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ohe ounoh in L.ohyetta &qu .. re. Ho tool< out ouu 0~1'<1 he•d 

selected 1'c. r ni:. a..tlao .no .. uu1ecl tt.o , 1cture on the front. 

then htt 'w Dt:C. .1. t over c.o.<a 'tl!'oee : 

Doar Y"-u : 

A: 1n w~~~~int.ton, D. C. I a.m t: Ju,... ~o .. ,_......,. jo-... told me ..nd 

wenc afiQ h...,(l. o little ~lk l.itn " ·e l'r• :..a.<.uont . Hu -. ...... re~l 

ttl•1Cl ~ o see me ond. uai(ed t.c to ::..co.1y "o ~•• · I t; 'iii ... !. VOl'/ uice ~ 

bue ( joe c~ke wasn ' e ne ... r so t:tOOO a!) yo..r l;),..o~ . 

---Your iOV~AG son. 



Mrs . Fr c.nkl i n D. Roo~evc..lt 
Hyde Pa r k , New York 

Dea r Mrs . Rooseve l t: 

.:>039 Al bemc.r l e Stree t 1 N. i1 ., 
Wushin&lOOn 8 1 l> . C. 
J.rril Gl , 19~:.o 

r 

The o,;her day I u. t tended d. movi e w11eru cne !;ilort 
subject was a ch ... r mi ng li ccl e col or f i l m de t-icti ng "the 
day-by-d.ay life of Fa l la .... t H.Yo.e Pcir k c.na the \','hi te Hou s e . 
I l e.1rned f r om 'Che movie clw.c nunareds of ve ople ht..ve sent 
F~lla r esen ts v1hich ~re ke}t i n a s r ec i a l room f or hi m. 

I chought n.uybe Fc.lla woul d like co see how I once 
o.ttemi'tea t o i n.mortCillze him, coo . The enc l o!>ea :.~;ory was 
never ~uoli~hed , ;or s oon ~fter I ~Tolie it our PrLs i a en t 
aied ctna eci.i 'Cor s colo. o1e tJ:.e :. cor :1 w<l:. n o l onger "lii me ly . n 

It s eemed to me tba~ such a stor y ~s ,;his could 4ui t e 
.~-os:. ibly hav e ha.!-'J.-' en ed . I ' v e of lien wonde!·ed i f i t ev er d i d . 

Si ncere l y , . ~ . _/.] ~ • -.-
(71tiu)tz. .-kL /T• 7~ 

Elizu;~lih \', . rto CJ inson 
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The United Feature syndicate has a request !rom the 

Bos ton Globe for a picture of Tamas . They take your 

column a nd like especial ly t he ones about Tamas and Fa~ 

If you are agreeable, the acme photograpger will come 

out from Poug~eepsie at your convenience to take a 

photo of Tamas and Fala and you if you wish . 

Jim Freeman 
United J:o'eature syndicate 
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