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ECW4RC .J. fl-YNN 
eo PliT .,.,. eT~tl:n 

NEW YORK 

Mre. Franklin D. RooeeYelt, 
H7de Park, 
New Yor k. 

Jul7 :n, 19t6, 

I h&Ye read the letter that you ha~ to~~. 

warded to me in Jour note ot JulJ 19th, and I a• 

returning it to JOU, I h&ve lent a oopJ to th' . · ) 

Cardinal and a1ked h1• to look' into 1t, 

li:fJ; J( 

li:no. 

With IYerJ good W11h0 
G~~ 



Mre. Fr•nklin D. Rooaov,lt 
llyde Pvk 
New Yotlc 

Dear Mrs . RooaOYelt• 
r 

Although you cannot be e xpected to haTe a diroot conoen1 in tTory 
congrottion~l dittrtot and the elections therein, I feel aure t hat you 
'ld.ll be interest ed i n tho atte.ohed pbotottatio cow ot • lotqr which 
was read in t ho Catholic Churchea in !Cern County tho Sund~ 'botort the 
primary e l ection in California on June 4. 

Ad de t"ro" th~ 1uue which 1• it:rroh'ed ot the di_root &otion by tho church 
in el ections , there are many eirou=at&nooe turroundint t he reading ot 
this l etter Which I feel sure the Catholic Church would deplor• and 
Which I reel should ~ called to the attention of higher ChUrch offioiala 
so t ho.t no rooun-onoe ot auch action ehall bo pend.ttod. You will note 
that non~ ot the candidates mentioned it direct ly callod a communist, but 
the i c pl icati on 11 that all at"o contr olled by communhta or aub.-eraiTo 
orga..'liu.t ions and that no meJ::iber ot tbe Church should Tote tor aa;y ot 
t hem. You Wldoubtodly know Attorney Genoral Xonn,y and Congroaaman 
Patterson and can determine tho truth about them. atr. terry who ran 
againet Wr. Al.trod J. Elliott tor the DeCIIOoratic noJ!lination £or oon&reaa­
ae.n and Ui- . Lewis , tho only Democr at running for the State Aaae:tlbly from 
Kern County, definitely are no t oocm.miatt . t hey are both liberal• 
devoted to tho Amoric~ torm ot gavermnent and eapouaing the prlnciplea 
for Which your huaband etood. ~. Torry is a teacher .ad public aohool 
au.ioi•trator , & Toteran of ~orld War I , and wa. a Rod Croaa Field 
Director in Europe during World War II . UT . Lowh h a ta.r.er. Both 
of them had c. I . o. endortetr~e-nt -.nd a_pparontly t bo c. I. 0. h the 
ftaubvore i TO orgADi&&tion• to which tho letter retera. Tbe People'• 
World published 1n San Francisco r'OOOII:r..'ended the eleot·lol1 or Mr. terry 
and Ja . Komzy aong other•, but how the hople ' s World o•or hea.rd ot 
Jbo . Torry h a eyat.ory t o him aa he had no ecntaot with them. whatsoeve r . 

' Tho ciro\llftatances surroundina t ho 'lf"ri ting ot t be letter are open to the 
auapicion or politio-.1 =t.nipult.tion. A meeting or OOIN me11bora ot the 
Catholic Church w.a held with the fathers at the tnatigation primari~ 
ot Mr. Thoma.t A. ll'erdel, Republican AIJteablyu.a. t roll Item Cotmty in 

t ho Cal ifornia Legial aturo , who is not runntn& for ro~eleotion and wboee 
aoti...-ittoa in t ho lu-t year haTe aroused wido critioia• t'brou.&hout the 
state. At t hia moetin,g, a co!!II'Cittee wu formed to carry on the work 
againat coomunism, but soN ~:~e:ubort ot the coiiiCitt.ee were DeTer notitiod 
ot MY 1ubaequent JOOttin&t . There 1e aol!oe reuon to bolin. that tho 
letter was written by Mr. Werdel and a Tery t ew other men and that tho 
t'at hera were completely deo.eind by the intomation siTen thela. 

At any rat.e, no atte:.pt wu made to contact tho oandidatoa named in tbe 
l et t er and to hear their tide oF tho out. At I ea.y • tho letter wa_a 
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read in the churoh01 the Sunday betore the Tuoadt.y eloot'lon l&l'Ld the 
candidates lmew ootbint: about 1 t untU Uond~ e?e:ning. Should ~y h.&Ye 
heard about it i~~DSdiat.ly, there -.ould. not h&Ye b .. n ti• to count.raot 
it trVOn 'b>J radio., ti.nc.e tha station• lftt.nt poUtlcal toripta tw.nty- tour 
hour a ill &dTance and the bus ine u o ttio.et are oloted on Sundqa. Tho 
letter bu, therefore , all the aapech ot the .. u lmown, lut aioute 
polit ical trick which I am sure the Catholic Cluarch would not co\Uiten­
ance . You Will note that the t.pl ication ia that Bl1hop Scher eudoraed 
the tonaation ot tho Aaaooia.tlon tor Political Honoaty and the letter 
though the actual "WOnti~ 11 that Bhhop Soher endorsed the pl1U11 ot the 
AA 1ooiation to &ive raott about OAndidatee.who oppoae the •teachingJ ot 
~thor Church." Since the let-tor wu de"''itod aocretly and without an 
attoz::pt to ttt all the ta.cta , it can biU'dly 'be doaoribtd ... ho"Dest. 

Mr. Lewis 'II'On the O.DOoratlo nondnation, bu-t lb-. Terry.,...., <lotea.ted by 
the die m&r&in ot 131 votol. 11'e baTe some evidence to indicat e that 
the influence ot thh letter p rovt<lod thAt U'l&l'£in. The real iuue ot 
U:t. Torry's campaign -was his &dvocaoy ot the Bu.roa.u ot Roolam&~ion aa 
the agency to carry on tho work ot tho Central Valley Project and tho 
retention or the 160-acro limitation a a appliGd to tho uae or water 
made CLVailablt by ,uch work. A big iaeue in Ur. IA'Wil' oupaign 'ft& 

bia activo wor~ on bohalt or the righta ot minorities and hie oepout~l 
ot a etate P. s. P. c. 
Thoro h.a boen an untaTorable reaction here to the uao of the Church 
in auch a political m#nOUYtr not only by liberal De~orata but also 
by both Proteat&nt and Catholic oo~orvati..w Who wore aotiYO in t he 
oamp.&ign again at J.~ . Terry and Wr . Lelrla. One Catholic Republic~ 
la.wyer aaid to eo , Ill Protestant Deoocr&t, thAt the Catholic Church 
had prospered. aDd grown etrons in the United St.&t.ea where it had at.l.yed 
out ot politlos and that he ha.d IOI%It a.pprehendon &bout the po11iblo 
oonaoquenoea of political a.otioD by tho Churob, 411do tro• tuOh oon­
lid_erationa , tho untnath ot the i.mplica.tiona in tho letter will surely 
bo deplored b,y the Ch~rch Which could not want to be i dentitiod with a 
a&all reactionary troUp 'lllhich und tho Church to attain 1t1 01t11 political 
ends by tair mee.na or foul and thereby put the Church in tho position 
o£ opposing liberal canclld&:t$a whatev$r m1G)lt be those candidates 
devotion to tho. American pr·inciplea of gcrnlllll8nt . 

Do you feel, therefore , tha.t you could o-all this &&ttor to tho attention 
or the hit)\ prelates of tho C&tholio Church 11hor: you know a.nd -.lc their 
ooneideration ot aotion on their part to prt?ent tho i11uance iD tho 
n&mO of tho Church ot a.tt.y such tocr·et, ono•aidodly concoiTod politico.! 
mattor in the ruture . It you think it wiae , you mi t;ht brin& this oatter 
to tho attention or Mr. Robert Ha.nne&an who will not f&il to notice th~t 
all of tho candidate• mentioned 1n the l•ttor a re Domoorah. 

I hope t hat I hue not impoeed upon your ti• by WJ'l ti1:11 1uch a loot 
letter, but tho pr~tentktlon ot tho tact• ot tho matter r.ooossitated 
ita length. AaythU& you OM. do will be ..-ory much &pprociatod by M.ZQ' 
people in thi1 oounty, liberal and conservative , Catholic and Protestant, 
who &re concerned about the poadbl e a ttack on tho t r aditional aopa.raticm 
or church tad state in t.he United States. 

With kindoat poraonal rog&Tda. 

Sincerel.y yours, 

. ...a. ....... ~ .:7. 4 a.....A 
Jlra ... .s.....e La a.... - -
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t'>'$ 11u·e WT1tten Hh W•llenoy. Bilhop Soher. outliAlnc our pro,,.c. or aoQbattinc 
Comounte. and nol1olt1n& hta appronl. "'• ha•• ~u.t reoetncl hh Cull end.or-=..-tt 
alon& with hh a.au•-tton that • adopt the naao AIIOoi.tleD tor Politica l !on•l't7"· 

;,. b!Lnite poliq ll&e Men a dopud t o the efC.ot th.t we will r.ot ta4u'M uw oaa41'!!-t.e 
fo r any pol1t1o&) ortic e. Our !'un,tion. appro.,..d \Jy !Ue baolr.ioy. w-Lll be to ad'rlll 
al l Cathol ie a t ho taota ~£&rdtnc &nf candidate tor public orrtoe who oppcMa the teach• 
tnga of Uother Chutoh, lnaazwch a s you oan •ufply thl ofuy •an• n~ t.YaU &bJ.e or reuh­
tns Ca t holic s before noxt i'uen.y, we n~pMtf'ully req\ie.t that fOU han thl l lettH' 
read. at. e.ll l!c.uo• on Sunda.y, June z. 

. . 
Tho Auochtion for PoUtiod Honelty hat boon oroato4 to l'tu~ reoant worldw'lda 41 .. 
hono lt &nd decopttn pol1Uoal praot1o01 llhenby ro~bnra1Ta or,antu.ti ona and 1n41T14-
udlt, thro\J&h fo.l M pol1t1C'11.l r.port s . IMk to o•orth~ ez_taU.nt CO'YOI'T\OII:'It a. 

Tl\o Concres3 or t ho United stAte $ a n.d tho JA51tl ature ot the Stato ot Co.lifomh ha~o 
•PProprio.hd. h.rto ataa or coney for tho inY"ettteo.tlcr~ or tho o.othitllt of ""'oh 1n-
4 1v1dUAla and ortc.ai&&tiont &nd tho Federal puroau ot lnYo8tl&at1on l t ~ a c a.ploto 
:Jtudy or thO atbjCIOt and t ho C.bm'O •ntioned 1r.l't'el'ti,GtiOnC hen ldentlflod ~erto,in 
pol itical peraona&e• in Cal iromia oa be1.nc oloaoly identl-tted wttb tulrnraho poUt14d 
&r oupa. 1nolud1nt ooz:cunht rront and othor toto.l1tarlan cn"'an i&ationl. 

I t hat beon the obaorn.ti on of thh AaaoeiaUcn a a 0 reault or itt study tt.at lUff per­
son who roooh·o a the actho sup;or t of 1'.10h wb~oroh'o or&oniaationt o r ir.diTiduall 
~•em t o bo ur.dor t~oir c~plotc oontrol in ••f l octtlatl• o body or Polieioal orrtco &Dd 
oxoept fOf' t ho ::upport tlvon to aaoh i.ndividu.ds b!-r aJbnraiYO orcanlu.tiona and tholr 
oloao 1dont1f1cnUon w\th 1\loh , rou.p.:s . it it vtrtue.llf iapotdblo to dcrto,.1no whether 
IUoh Lndhi<!:.uAla tor politloal orrtoo 1.re dortnitelf ._bera or aaoh or,o.."'h atlora. 
F.awovor, 4UO t O the preaent WOrldwido p&tterJ Of tht &OtiYltiOI ot SU~YOrti•o OrC&DiJ&• 
t i on!l in &.."1 offort to oonfuto tho vottns public. thh ~itt•• reapeottully a&&pftl 
that a.cy c &ndid&te 1f'ho• o::~ot'lpc.lcn h AOU.,..lJ IU})porto<l o.o4 oa rrlod on 'o)r or,llllht.tionl 
that cr• ido~tiC1o4 by tho 1tove gontionod lDTO.ti&ationl aa botnc subTer•iTW in nature 
ohould bo oritto• Uy r;ovi ... od by p::1triotio .Wrioa.n TOtorl. .tt the preMnt ttae. w. 
IUUolt t hs followl.nc pe:reqn• oU!p.l£n l"' tor CaUfomie. St..te o.n4 National otrlo•• aa 
botne TI"'rthy of el., M eorutln;y booo'••• of the lt' -..b•er«ln eupportt 

Robo rt 1 . Konny. oandidato for Covarnor or Californiot 
~ ·~ f - ---. 

Ellis!. PattO:riOn, OL~dldato for United stato• Senator rroa Calitornl& l 

John c. Te rf7. oand14ato for Cone.,.., Croa the F'itte<mth Olttrict1 

Joo t.wio. candidato for tho CA11fem1a. Aa-.mbly, Thl~·ntAth Dlrtr1ot 
(Kern County). 

Slnoerely. 
AISOCU!IOH FOil POLffiCAL HO~J:STT 

J . 8, Spoll .. y , Cllal,_, 

....... _ 
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