T T
by -5




RDUMAHIS L HOY OFMUBY TYMIDNG

f:-' LT'V\“VW EE:T,

EpwaRD J. FLYNN
80 EAST 42+ S8TREET
HEW TORK

July 31, 1946,

Mrs, Franklin D, Roosevelt,
Hyde Park,
New York,

Dear Mra. Hoosevelt:

I have read the letter that you have for-
warded to me in your note of July 19th, and I am ‘J’li
returning it to you, I have sent a copy to the & -‘y

Cardinal and asked him to look into 1it, ‘k?

With every good wish,

Sincere

yousts :
' t&lh‘l 5
EFJ:K {

Eno. _
EDWARD J, FLYNN




275 Las Flores Drive
i rafield, California
July 12, 1548

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevalt -
Hyde Park

Hew York
Dear Mra. Roosevelt: -

Although you cmnnot be expected to have a direot concern in every
gongrossional district and the elections therein, I feel sure that you
will be interssted in the attached photostatic copy of a letter which
was read in the Catholio Churches in Kern County the Sunday before the
primary aleoction in California on June 4, L
Aside from the issus which is involved of the direct action by the church
in elections, there are many circumstances surrounding the resding of
this letter which I feel sure the Catholie Church would deplore and
which I feel should be called to the attemtion of higher Charch officials
go that no recurrence of such motion shall be permitted. You will note
that none of the candidates mentioned is directly called a commmist, but
the implicaticon is that all are controlled by communists or subversive
organigations and that no member of the Chureh should wvote for amy of
them. You undoubtedly lmow Attorney Genmeral Fenny and Congressman
Patterson and can determine the truth about them. Mr. Terry who ran
againgt Mr. Alfred J. Elliott for the Demooratic nomination for congress=-
man and Mr. Lewis, the only Democrat rumning for the State Assembly from
Eern County, definitely are not commmists. They are both liberals
devoted to the Ameriemn form of govermment and espousing the principles
for which your husband stood. Mr. Terry is a teacher mnd public scheol
administrator; a veteran of World War I, and was a REed Crose Field
Director in EBurope during World War II. Mr. Lewis is a farmer. Both

of them had C. I. 0. endorsement and apparently the 0. I. 0. is the
"subversive organication” to which the letter refers. The People's
World published in Sen Francisco recommendsd the elsctlon of Mr. Terry
and Mr. Henny emong others, but how ths People's World ever heard of

Mr. Terry le a mystery to him as he had no contact with tham whatscever.

i
The eircumstances surrcunding the writing of the letter are open to the
suspicion of political manipulation. A meeting of some members of the
Catholie Church was held with the fathers at the instigation primarily
of Mr. Thomas A. Werdel, Republican Assemblyman from Kern County in
the Californis Legislature, who is not running for re-election and whose
activities in the last year have aroused wide criticlem throughout the
state. At this meeting, a committes was formed to carry on the work
against commnism, but some members of the committee were nmever notified
of mny subsequent meetings. There is some reason to believe that the
lotter was written by Mr, Wordel and a very few other men and that the
fathers were completely deceived by the information given them.

At any rate, no attempt was made to contact the candidates named in the
letter and to hear their side of the ocmse. As I say, the letter was



read in the churches the Sunday before the Tussday election and the
candidates knew pothing mbout it until Monday evening. BShould they have
heard ebout it immediamtely, there would not have been time to counteract
it even by radio, since the stations want political seripts twenty-four
hours in advance and the business offices are closed on Sundays. The
letter has, therefore, all the amspects of the well lmown, last minute
political trick which I mm sure the Catholie Church would not counten-
ance. TYou will mote that the implication is that Blshop Scher endorsed
the formation of the Assoolation for Political Homesty and the letter
though the actual wording is that Blshop Scher endorsed the plans of the
Association to give facts about candidates who oppose the "teachings of
Wother Church,” Sinoe the letter was devised secretly and without an
attempt to get all the facts, it can hardly be described as homest,

M¥r. Lewis won the Demooratic nomination, but Mr. Terry wans defeated by
the slim margin of 731 votes. We have some evidence to indicate that
the influsnce of this letter provided that margin. The real issue of
Mr. Terry's campaign was his advocmcy of the Bureau of Reolamation as
the agenoy to carry on the work of the Central Valley Project and the
retention of the 160-acre limitation as applied to the use of water
made available by such work. A big issue in Mr. Lewis' campaign was
his active wori on behalf of the rights of mincrities and his espousal
of a state F. B. P. C.

There has been an unfavorables reaction here to the use of the Church

in such o political maneuver mot only by libaral Demoorats but also

by both Protestant and Catholic conservativew who wers active in the
campaign against Mr, Terry and Mr. Lewis. One Catholic Republican
lawyer said to me, a Protestant Demoorat, that the Catholie Church

had prospered and grown strong im the United States where it had stayed
out of politics and that he had some apprehension about the possible
consequances of political actiom by the Church. Aside from sush con-
siderations, the untruth of the implications in the letter will sursly
be deplored by the Church which could not want to be identified with a
small reactionary group which used the Church to attain its ¢wn politiocal
ends by fair means or foul eand thereby put the Church in the position
of opposing liberal candidates whatever might be these candidates
devotion to the Americsn principles of government.

Do you feal, therefore, that you could call this matter to thes attention
of the high prelates of the Catholic Church whom you know and ask their
sonsideration of action on their part to prevent the issusnce in the
nams of the Church of any such secret; one-sidedly conceived political
matter in the future. If you think it wise, you might bring this matter
to the attention of Mr. Hobert Hannegan who will not fail to notlce that
all of the candidates mentioned in the letter are Demoorata.

I hopa that I have nmot imposed upon your time by writing such & long
letter, but the prasentation of the facts of the matter necossitated

its length. Anything you cen do will be very much sppreciated by many
people in this county, liberal and conservative,; Catholic and Protestant,
who are concerned about the possible attmck on the traditional separatiom
of ehurch end state in the United States.

With kindest personal regards.
Einoerely yours,

T L e

Mrs. Jesash . — e —



Doar Father

"a have written His Excellency, Bishop Saher, ocutlining our prograz of combatting
Comrunism, and scliciting his approval. We have just received his full endorssment
along with his suggestion that we adopt the name “Asscolatien for Political Honesty".

A definite polioy has been adopted toc the effect that we will not enderse candidate
for any politioal office. Our funstion., approved by His ExeolTenoy. will ;?ta atvise
all Catholics the faots regarding any candidate for public office who opposes the teach=
inge of Kether Chureh. Inasmoch as you ean supply the only means now avallable of reach-
ing Catholics before next Tussday, we respeetfully request that you hawe this letter

read at ell Messes on Sunday., June Z,

The Association for Political Hons sty has heon oreated to study m-n-tl worldwide dis-
honest and decaptive political practices shereby subversive orpganizations and individ-
uels, through false politicnl reports, seek to overthrow existing governsents.

The Cengress of the United States and the Leglalature of the State of Califormis have
appropriated lerge sums of money for the investipation of the aotivities of sush ine
dividuels and orgenieations and the Federal Burcau of Investigaticn 18 making & somplete
study of the subjoet and the shbove mentioned investigations have identiflod certain
political parsonages in Califormia as balng olcsely identifled with subversive politiocel
groups. inoluding socmunist fronmt and othor totalitarian erganications.

It has beon the cbservetion of this Association a2 o result of its study that wry pore
son who receives the moctive supjort of such subversive organisetions or individuals
soem to be urndor thoir complote conmtrol in amy legislative body or politisal offico and
exept for the support glvon to suoh individuals by mubversive organitations and thelr
close identificntion with sueh groupa, it ls virtuclly impossible to dotermine whether
much {ndividupls fer political offize are definitely members of much crganications.
However. dus to the present worldwids patterp of the astivities of mubversive organiza-

iona in an offort to sonfuse the voting publie, this committes respectfully sugpests
that any cendidate whose campaign iso eetively supported and carried on by organicstions
that are identified by the above montioned imvestigations as boing subversive in nature
ghould be oriticelly reviewod by patriotic American wotors. At the present time, we
suggast the [ollowing persons campaigning for Califormie State and Mational offices an
being morthy of close sorutinmy beconss of thelr subversive support:

Robert ", Kenny. candidate for Oovernor of Californiag

e e

?
Ellds B Pettorson, candidate for United States Senator from Californias)
John G. Terry. sendidete for Congress from the Fifteonth District,

Joe Lewls. cendidate fer the Califernis Assembly, Thirty-ninth District
(Kern County).
Sincerely,
ABSOCIATION FOR POLITICAL HOMESTY

J. B. Spellpoy, Chailrman
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