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lira. l, D. llooa ... elt, 
Tal~lll Cottace, 
B7de Park, Dlltoheaa Co., 
lev lork. 

M:r deer lira. Rooa ... eltl 

Jew to.t< 1, J. t. 
Ooto'-r a, 1168. 

.,... No. 531.113-1 

I ha.,. 70111' letter of IIJ)tP'ber 2114 111 
reeponae to aw of ~at 14th, 111 ..tlloh ;rou ~lee that ;rou 
4o not t111d a oop:r ot the l et\er ect to llr. IU11aa 0. GraT. 
PreoldeD.t of the laUoD.al J.uoolahd lal'rlaea, IDo., 701 S...enth 
AYenue, thla o1t:r on !larch 19, 1168. 

Mr. Joe I, laftC•• luaa.UYe Director ot 
the JatloD&l laundatlon tor Intantlle Para1:rw1e, Ina . , thla clt:r, 
adYiaed ae on llept•'ber 19th that he 4oee not find a aop:r ot the 
letter. I note that the date 11eted 111 f1!1 letter to ;rou ,.. 
March 14th. 

I aa tOZ'llal'dlD.c a photoetaUa aop:r of the 
letter trom :rou to llr. ~· I nate thU ;rou haYe nat, at ~ 
u..,, en4oraed an:r aoDC or plana tor collect IJID of aon•:r• I 
haYe been a4Yhe4 b:r Mr. Gra:r that the adnrtldnc ot the eonc 
baa bean 41aeonti.Due4. I .. aendlnc t he aop:r of 70111' letter tor 
lncluaion 1n :rour til•• • 

4t1./tal2(; 
Poet ottlae Inapeator, 
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, September 2, 1946 

• • 

Uy_dear Mr . ,Battlea: 
,I am sorry I do not h&ve 

a oopy ot my'letter to llr. Gray. I 
· have not at any t1ms endorsed any 

songs or any plans !or the collec-
t1on of money . · 

• ~ teal sure. my letter was 
o.ne or t nanks. lf · 1t ret erred to 
Warm Sprlngs I would have sent 1t 
to the. National Foundation tor In­
tant1l e Paralysis. 

1Very alneerely roura, 

oopy of this let ; er &: 
original l e tter from 
ur. c. A. Battles 
Post Ot!1oe I nspector 
Post 0!!1oe Dept. 
Bu.reau of the Chief Inspector 
New York l, N. Y. 

SENT TO: Ur. O'Connor 

~-. .:.. ..... .. 
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Kro . Ele>nor PDoaevelt 
Hyde Park, No~ Yor k 

l(,y de!lr ~Ira . Roo,.•elt, 

7 Novuber 1946 

Before gettin& in~o the body of rt:1 letter let ,.. introduce ll>,)'oel! Cllld let 
you know sCJIIetbing abo\£ me. I have been in the :.. rm:~ almost aix months now fiJld 
ha ve received much cood fro• my experiences from d>t t o day in aaaociatin& with 
all types and levels of humanit y. Before enterlno: the Anud f'oree~ 1 spent two 
ye1r• a·t Baylor University in Waco, Texas, studying for t he ministcy . " t the 
t ime of fey enlist ment I had a .Unisterid deferment but felt led to aerve fey 

country mainly for the own personal benefit th~t I shall receive upon lilY diachar6e 
and ulso during the term of fey enlistment. 

I realize only too well net< that 1n tho pa•t I ha ve liodtod 11J:f 1-.nowlod&e to 
t r ose focts concerning the field of work ~ wns most interested in . I did not 
keep up ~ith current event s and the offair s of the world nor was 1 particularly 
int erested 1n the aif airs of alien ; eoplea. Stran&• os it may .... , I did not 
follow the progress of t he war juat past . I calobrated V-J da:; and V-6 day with 
the other peopl e in ',1aco ~d I w1s thankful that tho fi ght waa over and we could 
once again share the luxuries of our lack-a-daieical existence "ith each other 
and not have to worry with ra~ionin11 and the like. 

Not until a bout a 7ur a&o did 1 begin t o ta~" an in tere s t in the world and 
t hose about me. !low I realize that t.he world ia still i n a chaotic condition 
and t h .t it is up to t he U.S . , workinc hand-in-glove with the other nations of 
t he ""rld, to set up the p:Jttern for peace and diaanllllJIIent. r;ow 1 realize that 
tto re than ever before we need the wisdom, t he experience, the so~nd j ud&ement, 
and the genuine love for hUJDanity t hat President Roooevelt stood for . He waa 
L~augurated as President of the United Stat e• for the fir•t time when I was only 
a chi l d o! five . I l oved him; I admired biJD; and as all ~ age I worshipped biJD. 
Aa I &rew olde r I came to r ely on his wiadom, his Jud&ement, and his decisions . 
It waa he who the country turned to in time of need. It was he who was criticiztd 
a nd it wa s he who withstood it llll and Coale out victorious in the e nd. 

Perh~ps you have wondered just why I e.me to write this letter. I wen~ to 
a show last night and in the newsreel 1 saw a portion of the rece~tion he ld for 
the dele,ates to the United Nations pe¥Ce conference bein, held in New York. ln 
th~t portion of ·th• newsreel I •~w you, as a representa tive of the U.S ., ahake 
the hond ot Pr eaident and llrs . '!ruman and greet them. At that mottent all the 
thinge t hat President Roo•evelt ever did that are retained 1n my memory were 
fla•hed for a brief ~ul e before oy eyes. It wua he who counseled the country 
at large in hh fireside chats; and it was he .mo ccmforted the whole country in 
a t ime of crisi s and chaos . 

Al so, I remembered very distinctly the battles that you have !ou&ht a~nat 
racial discrimination, especially among the peoples of the U.S. At time• i t baa 
seemed ltke a losin~ battle and other tilDes 70u have come out on top. l here hao 
been so much ludicrous Jokino: about the e!forta you have made to libel'!lte the Ne­
cro from hia apperent and yet concealed yolk of bond.ice. True, we have libe rty 
and • quality tor all in America today and yet t ha prejudice that haa bean 01rried 
over !rom the days or slavery is still present and the embers of that zrea t Civil 
War are sti ll amoking. Yea, Aae riea be lieves that "all·aen are created equal" and 
the people or America advocate Uberty, freeoloa, and justice for all I Ah I What a 
mockery I While tryinr: to solve tho problaas of tho world we are not able to con­
trol ouraelvu. "A cove"""ant by the people, for the people, and of the people"' 



rased "l &OVern.'llent by a few, for ~ faw 1 3nd Of > fe,. ·• WOI!ld be truer. 

l.hy can't t.he people or t.he world see t heir mist.kes ~nd turn back the pages 
ot time to correct thfiCI. ..e pray t.o C.od tor ¢dance o.nd tilen refuse t.o .allow 
Him t.o take " tree hand. I.e fail t.o love our neieJlbors ~s Ollreelvea and the 
motivation behind all 011r .etiOnJ is tho.t or soltishnoss . ~.in for ourselves\ 
lf "" can better ou~aelves in the eyes of scce so-called 1cport.Jnt ••aociJt.e by 
hurting another a:e,.ber of God' a large tw;.ll,y ><ny st.ould • thin~ of the other 
person? That is the philosophy that we 11 ve b • :.Od AW&hty 1.. no loncer the 
Cod of the ~m~rican people. They have chosen ~ ne• god--the Jl.TJ.ghty dollar 
s i &n dOd power. t nat are wo to do in pl~nning for world peJce with chaos 
knocking at the very foundation of our nation ;nd our dtlliOcracy? 

Rather than working with each other we are 1\0rking "i'• inst euch other and 
defe•tin~ o11r nurpose ror r iprtin~ . Hov: can • e expect t he other mtious of the 
world t.o look to us for lelder 1hip »nd guid•nce "hen M c~n' t. evan control our 
own affa irs? It 1a i ndeed discouragi ng at tines t.o look b ;ck md recall all of 
t he ~ard work th•t sur.h oen ss President P~osevelt did to better ~he count ry 
only t.o see it tr>~r.pled underfoot in the hurry ..nd bus t.le of procresa. Procreea­
change- a f 1ster, oore CS.ngerouo mode of living--thst i • .. hat ... t rlink of; not of 
~ worl d wide oe3ce. ~r . Jones .. orries ho• ~e c~1 get a new car like the J miths 
have to ca.pensate his o"n ego. llr. Thomp30n C:,J.n 1 t aee how Wr ... hite got a pro­
zotion at the office wl:en he, " r. 'lbocupson, h.s been dolnc: ..11 of the t<Ork . It. 
is tt.ese petty md trivial tl'infs th"t h~-:pe r tile Jtndy, ever forward trud 
of ~~~!ty to ~ better, cle9ner, ~re pe~ceful " 3¥ or life. 

1 must beg of you t o forgive me for unburdening rcy hurt to you but 1 t!:ou~t 

that of all people who would underst J.IId, who hod 1 he expe rience and knowledge, 
who >:ould be able to look :. t both s ides m~ see both the mh t...kes .;nd the eteps 
to~turd t he right goo~l , you would underst •nd and sympathize with rey feelings . I 
have missed our r resident, as h<. ve all the r>eoples of the world, but feel proud 
in kno.:ing that !tis lite wus worthy of his de!lth. ry sincerest .:luire is that 
I might e· ula te him in eo mal'\)' .. »Y• ; th.t 1 r•irht acquire the love of -111 rr.an­
kin d th:.t he had; t h3t l might c• •ltiv~te wisdom md knowleds e :IJld undetntandin&; 
and th~t I might forever remain tolerant of ~11 people or Jll rsces or ~ creede, 
in order t o live with ;cy neichbo rs und ;eyself in a spirit of pelc• ,nd brotherly 
love . 

Sincerely yours, 
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