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UNITED NATIONS ORGANIZATION
OFFICE OF THE LIBERIAN DELEGATION

Hotel 8t, George, Brooklyn,
New York, December 16, 1946,

Dear Mra. Roosevelt: !

Confirming the conversation which I had with you,
I am forwarding, herewith attached, a copy of the memorandum w

submitted to Mr, Nelson A, Rockefeller, ¢
We shall deeply appreciate any suggestions
asslatance which you may be kind encugh to give In this ma .

g
Believe me, dear lirs. Roosevelt, Q" :
N
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H, I..:rqa; : Harmon \l; Uf '5(&
Member Liberian Delegation <

to the United Nationa,
_ 3

"

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Delegate of the United States to the United Nations,
New York, N.Y,
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WLEh et anenos o s SaverHby iy i1 P 28 been kind

enough to give us, we think 1t well to have smth.tug in wit-ing
to leave with you after ws have had a t i

informal outline of our propcsal and 3 wﬂl
ba submitted in the event you m"iﬂd}m ¢ approach for
your financial assistance,. g
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Liberia 1s a onunm th.nt». do mot
know as much about as they should s many great
movemanta, the his of that country q rs- dndeed so
nquietly that few psople know of the’ ic‘h oy role

anerifices of the men and women of AT ﬁaacont who laid the .
foundation upon which the Hupu‘blio rut, hq;r bqﬂ pmmj:.ad,

nurtursed and developed for the pu L i'gu'a
independent Hation. ud : _ ad B
We realize, however; ~'-t-hit tha n‘bla state af ﬂnnmiu.l

independencs to which some of the afrfean dependencies and
troplecal colonies surrounding us, have arrived, has m:alx besn .
peached by strenucus eventful communal efforts art of |
the colonial adminlistrators and the Eﬂﬂlﬂ.u, . ﬁi‘nﬁt
rocognition of the obvious fact, P . can best be .-
developed, its mineral and other resources By y
surplus Govermment funds hoped for, by the intelligent . .
co-operation and assistance of the ‘indlgencus pop u‘h_ﬁon.. yrid in

The aim of this plan 1s therefore, a long tm ﬂuﬂlbpﬁnﬁ
of the human resources of Liberia. Objectively viewed, we are.
s Nation of both plvilized and un-uivilir.nd. sducated and
un-uduuat&d Africans, the governing a{raamting about
10% of ths population. As the country dn'n oped, we discovered '
that the colonlal method pursued by those in cur nel
colonles would result in the same kind of esconomic exploitat
that has attended the diffusion over the trupiull world, as muh;
750 millions of human beings, subjects of the colonial rgﬂd.
bvesn deprived of direct participation in the UND Assembly we qﬁh
now holding in your Clty. As we raise cur volces in tha United
Nations, we belleve that our country will come more and mors under
the scrutiny of those elements of world opinion which maintain
that, the negro is incapable of ulrngnvumm. This opinien
ls not only erronecus, but it cannot t by lngibla
fact or clrcumstance} recent literacy test have shown
mental nbﬁ.‘l..t;r 1s a tion ug cultural enviromment and mb,
bacome more m Interaate Wam
greatest asset, the snormous mass of our population whinh is
atill in the cultural stage of the early age.
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It 18 our purpose here to present in rough cutline a means
by which we propose to develeop the tremendous productive power
thet can be realized by raising our pecple to the level of modern
cul ture,

With your assistance, the program would invelve in its
sallient points, the following:-




1.~ The gradual acculturation of the tribes through
qﬂmﬁ‘;ﬂ and industriel eduscation after settlement
in groups of 1,000 families on approximately 8,000
nurﬂnugg land, All operations would be me zed as
far as posalble,

2.- Two generations perhaps will be required to
accomplish the objestive, and the financing would

be planned accordingly.

3.~ There would be no profit aceruing for anybody
sxcept the profit accruing from increased purchasing
power as a result of lnorsased productivity.

4.- An Initial capital of about $2,400,000,00 will
be required for each gruugr:r 1,000 families, TUnder
proper management the ent investment with 3%
interest begimning after the firat 10 years can be
liquidated in fifty or sixty years.

5,- The project would be under a Board of Control

by the Govermment of Liberla, and the Unit which
supply the capital would naturally be entitled to
have reports and watch the development of the program
from time to time as reguired,

The promilgation of such a program would tend to accompllsh
some definlte and advantageous things; it would temd to stlll the
eriticism now emanating from certain groups interested in the
advancement of coloured race in the country, It would begin %o
agualize the standard intellectually of the two cultural groups
in Liberia and bulld toward making 1t a strong and productive
Wation, It would prove to the United Natlons and the world in
genoral that, at the celebration of our first Centennial as an
Independent Nation, Liberia is looking to the future as well as
glorifying the past achlevements.

The asalstance which we are reguesting of you, whilat it 1=
an advance of funds which will be repald after a period of years,
is more in the nature of a philanthrepiec gesture for the present,
at least, than a commercial loan of the money making class, It ls
one that you must look into distant years for the beneficlal
results almed at, We wish you to be animated by the great prineciple
which inspired the most 1llustrious bensfactors of mankind. We
desire that you solace this advance with the same prophetic falth
that enabled the greatest of modern philosophers, amidst the neglect
and contempt of their own time, to regard yoursall as sowing the
gsead of truth for posterity and the care of Heaven,

As already mentioned in the first paragraph of this Memo.,
in the event you are at all interested in our approach for your
financial ald, we are prepared to submit in dus time, & detalled
plan of operation for this program for your information and

further consideratlion,

sgd.) H, Laf
. ayette Harmon,

[igdit G; ahaxuui Casssll
. Abay assell,

Authorlzed Representatives of the
Republic of Liberia at New York.
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