


UNITBD NATIONI OBO.UOZATION 
OPPICB OP THB UMBIA,N ,., 804TION 

Dear Mra , Rooaevelt: 

Hotel St, GeoJ'Ie, Brooklyn, 

Rew York, Deo.-ber 16, 1946, 

Cont'il'llliDS the oonveraation whioh I had with .,.ou, 
I am rorwarding, herewith attaohed, a oop7 ot the memor&Ddaa 

. submitted to Kr , Belaon A, Rooketel ler, 

We ahall deepl'T appreolate &Dr .uggeat1ona 

asaiataneo whioh you _,. be kind enoup to s1v• 1n thia -

Believe ae, dear Kre . Rooeevelt , 

Ver'T tral:r '10111'•, 

-Jr.t~. ~~_, 
B, La1'qe e IIU'IIOD 

K.aber Liberian Delesation 
to the United Ratione. 

--- --

Mra, Frankl.in D, Rooaevelt, 

Delegate ot the United Statea t o the United Bat1oaa, 

Bew York, B,Y. 



-

• 

• .,1 .... 

r1 .... 1JII:•r._ lp 

'H1tb , rateronoe to the interview which you han bean ki nd 
enougb to give ue, we think it wall to have something in writing 
t o l eave with you attar •• have ba4 a taljl: 1n ~ 911-~ or an 
i nformal o.u.tline ot our proposal and nqu.a.t~.,t'it!¥1J.~.~ will 
be submitted in t he evant you are 1nte~eat~ .J.D~ approach 1'or 
your !'1ns.nc1al aes1atanoe . .,... .. · • 

Li,beJ'ia 1o a country tbat~erpiofa ,~ Jaer;lpana <lo Dot 
know as much about aa they ahoul-i! , bJ'~ ~ ioaiQ' great 
movements , the hie torr or that o ry' 'PII~ qW.a.tb, , Uldaed ao 
qui e t ly that ~e• people know or the a,cu:rHiu ~ borolo 
sacr ifices of the men and women ot African descent who laid the 
foundati on upon which the Republic rest , havo .be~D prot poted, 
nurtured and developed tor the pasj: one bUildJ';d y 'ara ae an 
independent Nation. ' 

0
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'Ho reali ze, however, that the enwiabla stato of financial 
independence to which same or the atr1can dependenci es and 
t r opical colonies surrounding us , have ~rived, baa oDly been 
r eached by strenuous eventtul comaunal etrorta on ~ part ot 
~he colonial a4miniatratora and the ~eople, ~ ~ 1'ull 
recogniti on of the obvious tact, t~ Liberl a' can beat be 
developed, ita ,mineral and other reaourcas ~A!Md• . Jll!!!i­
surplus Government fUnds hoped for, by the Ult~lligent 
co- operation and assistance of the indigenous populati on. 
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The' aba of this p l an ia therefore , a long te~ 4evelopaent 
of the hUman reaourGes or Liberia. Objectively viewed, we are , 
a Nation of both civilized and un- civilized, eduGated and 
un-eduGated Africans, the governing group representing about 
10% of the population. Aa the oountrr developed, we discovered ' 
that the col onial mothod pursued by those i n our neighbouri ng 
colonies would result in the aama kind or econoaio exploitation 
that has at t ended the dirtuaion over the t r opical worl4, aa auch, 
750 mil lions or human beings , aubjecta or t he colonial world, have 
been deprived or d i rect parti ci pation in the URO Aaaeabl y we are 
now holding in your City. Aa we raise our voi oea in 'the UDitad 
Nations, we bel ieve that our oountrr will COllie 110re aDd 110ft Ullder 
t he scrutiny of those elements or world opinion Which maintain 
that, tho negro ia incapable or salt- government. This opinion 
i s not only arroneoas, but i t cannot be borne out by &aJ tangi ble 
t act or oi rcumat$DC8J r ecent literaGy teat bave shown that, 

• 

mental ability 1a a t\lnoti on ot cultural enviro-t Ul4 not 
1DheJ"ant in •aoa. fta -sovaa '.< olaaa ~ Liberi a bu tbaret'ore 
become more and more lntereatad'tn tba drPel~nt o1' oaP .. -..~~~----~-­
greates t asse t , t he enormous mass of our population which is 
still i n the cul tural at age of t ho oarly ag o. 

It is our purpose here t o present 1n rough outline a meana 
by wbich we propo9a t o develop t he tremendous p roductive power 
that can be realized by raieing ou.r people t o the level of modern 
cUlture . 

Wi th your as ois tance, the program would involve in ita 
sal i ent point s, the following:-



1.- Tho gradual acculturation or tbe tribeo tbroueb 
agricultural and iDIRatrial ednG&tion after oettl.-.nt 
in groUpo or 1 , 000 taailieo on approxt.&tely 8,000 
acrea or land. All operat ion• would b e Mobani .. d u 
tar ao poso i ble. • 

2 .- Two generati on• porbapo will be required to 
accompliob tho objective, and the financing would 
bo ~lannod accordingly . · -

~ .- Thoro would bo no profit accruing tor anrbodJ 
except the profit accruing from increased purchasinl 
power aa a reault o! 1noreaaed product1•1ty . 

4 .- An initial capital of about $2,400 , 000 . 00 will 
be required tor each group ot 1,000 taailioo. Under 
proper management the entire inveotment with ~~ 
interest beginning attar tho f irs t 10 yoaro oan bo 
liquidated in fifty or s ixty yoaro . 

s .- Tho project would bo under a Board of Control 
by tho Govor,...,.nt of L1bnia, and tho Unit which 
supply tho capital would naturally bo entitled to 
have reports and watch the development or tho prograa 
from t tme to time as required. 

The promulgation of such a progrUl would tend to accCIIIIPlilh 
some definite and advantageous things J it would tend to still tho 
critici sm now o...nating from certain groupo 1ntereoted in tho 
advancement of coloured race in tho country. It would begin to 
equalize tho standard intellectually ot tho two cultural groupo 
in Liberia and build toward making it a strong and productive 
Nati on. It would provo to the United Nations and tho world in 
general that, at tho celebration of our tirot Centennial as an 
Independent Nat i on, Liberia is looking to tho futuro ao well as 
glorifying the past achievements . 

Tho ass1atance which we aro requesting of you, whilot it i s 
an advance or !undo which will be repaid after a peri od of years, 
is more in tho nature of a philanthropic gooturo for the preoont, 
at least, than a commercial loan of tho money aaki ng class. It i o 
one that you must look i nto distant yoaro for tho beneficial 
resul t s aimed at . Wo wish you to be animated by tho great pri nci ple 
which inspired tho moat illustrious benefactor• of mankind. We 
desire that you •olaoo thia advanoo •ith tho aame prophetic faith 
that enabled the greatest or modern ph1losophera, amidst the neglect 
and contempt of tbeir own t ime, to regard yourself aa sowing t bo 
seed of truth for posterity and the oare of Heaven. 

Aa already mentioned in tha first paragraph Of thio Memo. , 
in the event you ara at all interested i n our approach tor your 
f i nancial aid• wo ara prepared to subait in due time, a detailed 
plan of operation tor thio p~oaraa tor your intoraation and 
further oonai deration. 

( sgd. hH• Lat . Harmon 
H. L ayette Harmon, 

(agd,t c . Ab~omi Cae1oll 
C. A ayom! &OIOll , 

Authorise4 , Repraaontativeo ot tho 
Republ i c ot Liberia at 1 .. York. 
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