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Assooiate to Paul F.Heard, Executive Searstary
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All Saints' Rectory
450 E1 Cemino Drive
Beverly Hylls, Cal.
August 20, 1946

Mrs. Eleanor Foosevelt
29 Waghington “quare
Hew York, N. Y.

Dear Mra. Foosevelt:

I am terribly grateful for the interest you have shown in this
work, The enclosed memo will show you the conclusions to which I
have some, in other words, that the producing organism here must be
in the hands of convinoed Christians, so that the resultant film
is properly handled.

I have got a long way in tullding up a team of super-technicians,
and have found a spiritually minded director in Irving :é:h.lr who
will direct the picture. (The release we hope to be through the

United Artists.) You may remember that he made The Corn Is Oreen,

ILife Begins at B:30 and many others,

The position now 1s that the investment capital back of this film
should come from the hsnds of Christian, rather than the urding-
run of people hers, so I am hoping very much that my interview with
Mr. Rockefeller, with whom I have exchanged telegrams, will secure
part of all of this investment. The film will do untold good
throughout the world and obviously be a financial suscess to the
investors. It would be, in the end, able to finance from its re-
ceipts the making of the purely teaching Bible film for schools and
churches., It is high time that Christians, if they really deprecate
some of the tvme of film that is done at present and really wish to
see 8 momentous Christian film, should help support its production
now., I do hope you will be able to make some comment on it in

your diary.
I arrive in New ¥ rk very early on the morning of the third and will
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days my flight on to
I am enclosing the letter to lri_. t.tﬂr..u,_I-_iun. no address,
' ' ... sinceraly yours,

be stATLAK af tie Bu‘:g: ?ltq Hotel, 1% iﬂ ﬂil‘n for a few
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THR HAND THAT DROVE THE NATLS" '
The Production unit will be BIBLE FILNMS mm;
have Americen control here,

Pirector Pichel
PRODUCER ]g:‘l-n Mn Hession
Assoc Producer Raymond Oriffiths
Chief Assis Rev J K Friedrich
Serdpt by The Brian Hessioen
Scenarlo by Dans Burnett 8-

Advisors Rev J Hubert Smith Viear of all saints
Beverley Hills

Rev m "

Publieity cur-a m

Cost hhmﬂw!utmm%ﬂu I F
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scuss theily improvement, eto.
4 industry that saturation point
Catholicism in films and that the time has
come for a full-length film of the life of Jesus in color, im order to
tell the world whadiit is all about. 3. Arising out of this is the
stion that there is needed here in DLE:IN a Lisison Office
outwardly called, for the encouragement of cultural and religious
influence in mtin pletures.

The object of this memorandum is to deal echiefly with the wwbbad
point. Let it be said in pass t unity of purpose bas been
achieved with Cathedral Films, realize any limitations im
their filma, which are due to  of I 8 to employ a blg director
who ecan handle people and the employment of a better cast, etc.
feel strongly that Cathedral Films are the omly organization in the
world who, in the last 5 years, hﬂa made any practical contribution to
the nséds of the United 8 the matter of films. :

+they want—hel Through

help; . -
broadeasts, newspaper :nuﬁq%.':m and the like, I have given
n .
] ‘-
y mot

publicity them and EL themes of my visit. I am abso-

lutely sonvineed that the t come for ehurches to get behind
Mr, Frederick, or I shomld just him, but all of us who are now
drawing togathsr. ¢

A full-length"Life of J in technicolor: I have fully ex-
plored this whole mabject and ited many studlos, producers, direc-
tors and actors, ineluding De Mille r, Twentieth Century, ete.

It is the general cons of opinion that now 1s the moment in hias-
tory to make such & film and that rightiytdome viewed from the sommercial
person's point of view, it would be a colossal success financially and
fa on playing throughout the world. From the Christian point of view
t would do untold geod in bringing home the essential facts of the
Christian story to an ever-increasingly ignorant world. One main diffi-
culty stands out and that is that if we were to have sold any of the
script we possess to a purely commercial producer or unit, there would
be no way of securing, even if it were in the contract that:hbe resul-
tant fi11m would be true spiritually and well balanced. I have met a
number of produecers and directors who are anxiems to do this film,

chiefly for commercial reasons, or they have some half-con-
ceived notion of what Jesus was talking abouts I am completely con-
vinced that if the film were dome this way, if would be appalli

e mess and do irpeparable harm. various treatments sugges

various producers would make the stian Chureh shudder. In fact such

enthusiasm on the part of various people represents a positive threat
to the “hristian Church. We have therefore come to the conclusiom that

such a film mmst be done by a pmq:u Dl‘p?‘&l_l run by comnvinced
Christiens. i ! -.-*.“ L !, J
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- . ALL BAINTS' CHITRCH
RANTA MONICA IOHILEVAND AND CAMDEN BRIVE
MEVEHELY HILLHE, CALIFORNLA

Hev. 1 Hmsnmser Swrrn, Reeron August 13, 1946

¥rs, Eleanor Roosevelt
26 Washington Square
Few York, New York

Dear Mra. Roomevelt:

Thank you very much indeed for all the letters you
have sent me. I have tried to get in tomch with
Sinatra and sent your letter om, but mo result.

Melvyn Douglas rang me up. His wife is 111, but I am
having tea there on Sunday.

I have met hundreds of people here, broadeast about

ten or twelve times, preached in various churches, held
conferences with motion pleture ducers, who seem to
walgome the idea of a Liaisom ige for the encourage-
ment of the religious and sultural influences in motion
plectures, They seem to considér you now as the most ob-
vioua falt accompli, tut by whom or how it is to be run
we have not gone into.

It did occur to m® that Rockefeller might hllp,‘nml-
ally as it affects worldwide Frotestant ﬁwgbﬁ.

word cultural would take in the aympathy of intelligent
and spiritually minded Jewish people.

Then to the question of & ﬁ.‘ll-llam "Life of Jesus"
film - Walter Wanger attends All ts' Chureh, Beverly
Hills where I have been preaching, and we talked of thia
one Ellﬂﬂl{ after ctmrch. I am In the middle of negoti-
ations with him for him to ‘bﬂf% seript "The Hand That
Drove the Nails", and, llth::.?' do not believe any-
thing until it is in black white am veary pleased.
He saysihe would want me here for one year to assist

in direction and supervision. If this transpires, I
would bring out my family and 1t would give time to
build up with the help of the Federal Couneil of Churches
and other blg shotes here who are interested in the
Liaison Office idea.

Already a number of producers are psking me to come and
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help on their seripts which have Protestant themes,

e. g. Mr, Fogell of Goldwyn Studiocs and Mr. Frank
Borzage of Universal, who has just bought a Protestant
seript called "Down on Your Enees".

¥ow turning to the question of raising at least $50,000.
to insure a steady flow of productions of the purely
Bible Story Teaching Films for schools and churches af
the world, I have mot yet met & single backer. You
will remember that 10 films have already been made and
that it is vital that we raise at least $50,000. to
eontinue. A

T have met a lot of people, from film stars and diree-
tors to the very wealthy and have sown a lot of sead
here with constant broadecasts, btut to ask for money -
it is not the moment.

I am therefore hoping very much indeed that you could
arrange for me to meet Nelson Rockefellar, Mra. Meyer
and Mrs. Clapre Iuce, although I am pinning my falth
chiefly on Rockefeller.

I have put off my plane passagé to September 4., At

the present moment I can only get a plane out of here
arriving in New York at © a. m. on the 4. Is it pos-
aible for me to see Rockefeller on the 3d7 Anyway,
Monday is Labor Day and to leave here Saturday would
mean wasting a westing & weekend in New York with every-
one away., Will you give me some guldance on this and

I will earry out vour instructions.

I am sending in a reporf, not only in Britain, but to
the Federal Council of es and to the Eplscopal
Church on my findings here in Hollywood. In my wild-
est dreams I never expected the kind of hospitality

and enthusissm that I have received here. Any enoou-
ragement you can glve in yoar Column to finalisze the
deal that is in progress with Wanger would be a good
thing. think he i{s the bdst man for the Job. Could
you drop him a lineg His address is 515 So. Mapleton Dr.
'1 Los % sﬂ‘l..a
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Hotel Stratford

ON CAFFTOL MILL
@8 E STREET. NORTHWEST

WASHINGTON-1, Ih O
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Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevélt
after her arrival at La Guardia
Airport vesterdev.
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|imposition of martitl law an¢

other severe measures,
Scandinavians Get Appeal

CAIRO, Agril 1 (UP)—Two Tuni-

istry, Salah Ben Youssef and Mo
hammed Badra, appealed to the
Scandinavian countries today fo
|su in bringing Tunisia’s dis
pute with France before the Unite:
Nations Security Counclil.
The ministers have been unabl
to obtain United States visas fo

. |a flight to New York to presen

their case themselves,

Fourteen Hnrum Arrested

CASABLANCA, Morocco, Apri
1 (A—The French police arreste:

} |fourteen Moroccan Arabs toda

.« oo

s T e W, e

following riots yesterday in Sa’
in which three persons were killer
- The trouble at Safi, 155 mile
south of here, occurred whe
ice fired into a crowd that wa

the release of tw

arrested Arabs.
GERMANS’ TRIAL PUT OF¢

Defense Wins Delay for Fou
Indicted for Embezziement

)

sian s-members of the Chenik Min-
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