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FOUNDATION * .. ..... ""· PI ILAIII PIIA .... . 

----------------------------------------------------------··· ··· ····----------

111ee II elY inA Th011peon 
342 lladhon ATenue 
New York 171 New Yurk 

Dear lliaa Th011paon1 

Jun. 10, 1946 

I u encloe1na an answer \o lh'•• Jane s. Bowell. 
You wrot.e \o 11r .. RooaeTel\ reaard1DI ar\lolea on 
\be aubJec\ or aen\al det1o1en07• I do no\ ban 
lira. Bowell,• • addr••• and \rue\ \be\ :you ••7 be 
able \o forward \hie \o her. 

I \bank you n ry •ucb tor your help 1n \bil ••t.­
ter. 

81noerel:y1 

~~ 
l:nou\ln S.ore\&rJ' 
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I note >•r ~~~~I :~3 ~JN P £~or ~r 6, 
! 1t 'hAt ~01 ft~o. ~~~~ r the Nati nel 
~~~t 1 P~und~~~ ~and tha~ one ~r your •1~ 

1 r. ter Nt :o the f\tbl !o tt'll\ n•• turtt ot 
n 1 lln~s1 and d~r·c·ft~e, . A, a .o~~r 

or l i t·lf" m ntol er!.prll"' , I r--e~ectt"ull,. ~w---
~\5l t et · se s • ~!I "'"'~ ",..t•o)ftlt on '"\tltl 
C .·~lt-1 .ns t>"" ll ... , ,., " thtl 1\ln I!IOS Of ... he 
oD net rol• ~lch , '"lor,. l"l n;")~ s ~n cu:rn; . lf'lnta l 
1Aflc1~"~nc:; 1'1 ,urh 11 " r.~ 1P.1ve dllb 1~ot tn us 
.ho P.r•~ pr ren .. :, t such cl-l11r•· n thnt,."' 11-1. 
r-othPt' nul h~w ... 1t •ll~tt::un. l"'d n 1aau()! ll'Jly . 
Fn"HI'\t",IIOT'P , •nt.!"! ll 1 ·~nnt IJ1'"f'\nt,ft ~n t.h1& sit ­
Itt· n hPV" ~ne~ r:11lldt'l"n u clfar n," c•r" ot 
lr.c• )rs ,..,f'd Cil ' r .. ull•t O\YR"' 1f 'h • notn ~"' '>f 
n ''i t·•rt\ nl 'll 1, ln.., .u n·1 ot:h.,,..a ' o a-w 
n t c r.c~ ·red n!'l d u ·l "'"""''" . I o •"' .. .,.~-~1~ 
ir. cc c1 ~l th yo11r •!. t c· f." .. .," • ,. ' "1 t-"le 
.. .,. ~t • n "'f ,.!"1':,.1 ~sritflls , h,:')WftVf!"", ,...,30 

•• 
c'"'~l 

1-. ue•d""- ' but •e 1th0 A'l"'f\ •tr,.e ·n~, 
.. .,.. r "a•:l t ,. ,. n , • ~'"h ,... . ".c t"rf'ld 
... n , l;S ,..,.~,..lllr lre11p crJr s, .. ·n~ o 
}-or,. 3 "'" hAv tn r •J- ttvo t. n c'" t !_J!')I! 

WP. ,..,. le d-o r. t.o nlu"n !th a 1M n.z.:.rH'" 
or n SJ &r.-:r • he 1rn!.f• .!.11 ,,. ' rned in the 

• 
sn o~ ar·~cloa r1tt~n b wol l r. an!na per ­

ao~a .t.O do no• urderatend . 
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M£•ny t · ~ ~avP. .an tad to \tri t.Q tn y'Ju , 
.ut htlVf' alvll'VS felt it i·r'I-Jt S f}f'T"l ,.. .. ,.~llmp­

tous . I h& v" :ruch adm ' ra~ion r--r yo11 nnd 
vo1lr a:-r,.nt h•.1sban 1 ~ 'ld c nside-r !1V3Pl f f0r-, . 
t1m fl tA ln hnvin~ >';rO ·n np in a ')One-t t· ion of 
-.h.i ch he wa s a lP.Elder . His honderrul influ ­
ence ~ ill ne ve r be f~r~otten bv the s~rld . 

I bo~ of you t.o 11se you r influ~nce to 
hav,. the coml"'li t teo :lerloll sly consider my s np;­
~est · n to keep articles on mental deficiency 
out of ~cneral publ ica ti>Jn for I spoak froM 
the a~ony of expAriPnce . 

Sincerely, 

r-j~ 

, 
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June -A, 1946. 

Dear Jlra . Howell : 

Your letter to Kr• · Rooaevelt baa been tor­
warded to me . I hope yw will not mind it 
I anawer it in her place. She ia one of the 
fortunate onea, all or whoae children were 
born healthy in body and mind·. 147 own child 
by birth ia mentally detective . I know ao 
well what yw mean wh.en you apeak ot tba agony 
or experience. I wrete to you - and indeed 
it 1e not eaay to do ao - becauae I want yw 
to know that I know what it -~ to have a 
mentally handicapped child. And yet I reel 
we must have artiolea w~itten dealing with . 

- mental detectives tor three reaaona: 

Firat , there are ver:r undesirable conditione 
in institutions sheltering theae children, 
and these conditione have to be made known be­
tore they can be corrected. I have been active 
tor mat!Y year a on behalr or mentally de.fective 
children and I know how much needs to be done 
tor them, particularly in atate inatitutiona, 
but alae, also 1n private onea. ~ae 
children are ao pitifull y helpleaa. Otten 
they cannot even apeak to tell the Yiaiting 
parents that they are ill treated. 

Second1 I think tbe c<DIIIIOn public attitude 
toward theae belpleu ahildren and tbair 
equally helpleaa parents abould be changed. It 
ia no one' a raul t wben a hnmen being doea not 
reach hie tull deyelopment. He ia atill a 
hwaan being and he baa the risht to hie Ute. 
I reel that w muat do all tba t we can to help 
people to undera\and that •ntal detioienoy 1a 
as natural an a1'tl1ction aa !wart dheue or 
club teet, and there ia no oauae tor 1111- in 
it. 

Th1rd1 I teal that tbeM artiol .. ahould help 
tba parents ot deteotin children. on. only 
way that I have been able to bear the aorrow hu 
b•en tor • to aake m:t child'• lite haYe •anins 
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Mrs. Howell 

tor aa man7 people aa poaa1ble. She ~ taught 
mt 10 much. I uaed to be an lllpatient peraon -
I had to learn intinite patience with her alow 
mind, and through her have learned to have 
patience with all persona, those who are stupid, 
narrow, unthinking, prejudiced, and limited in 
ao man7 wa71. Theae , to o , in their own wa71 are 
mentally and apirituall7 deficient. K7 child 
taught mt that. She ta~t me, too, to value the 
good things about eve~one. Since she has 10 
little, I had to learn at leaat to value her 
cheertulneaa m d bar childlike heart, to be 
gratetul for her •-ll good qual1tiea, a1ch aa 
t hey were - to be thanktul for what ahe had in­
stead of despairing for llhat aba had not. That lesson haa helped mt ao often with many people 
I might naturally have d1al1ked. 

Having this child of mine has opened to me a 
whole new world, the world ot other a like her. 
I haw in her namt been able to contribute to 
research which haa increaaed our scientific 
knowledge or the causes or mental deficiency. 
I can tru thtully aay that in all the ae way a 11;1 
child hu greatly e nriched and enlarged my life. 
Of course I would have given everything to have 
had her develop aa ahe might have done, but that 
could not be . With what had to. be, I have gained 
111\lch. And she haa been happy - ahe haa never 
known what abe lacked. I am ao grate.tul fatl' that. 
But the effect of her lite on - ia that I abould 
like to aee much written and much done to betaer 
tne livea of -ntal de.tectivea. We need auoh ~re --....- reaearch and we need to g!"ve them .uoh better care. 
Especiall y do we all need to teach people to acceP.t 
them aa peraona, not to h14e atl' to be aaha.-d~~ /"l..i;;­
~ human indhiduala '* have u much ript / . ~ wal~ ln God • • lllnehlne ae any ot ua, aDCl only f1>/A deaerTing o.t apeoial ten4eneea &Ill oare beoauae ~ tba atrong ought to bear the ·burdena of the weak. 



11ro. How ll 

Pora1n • Cor W'r1t1ng at aucb hngtb and oo 
rronklJ. But I do oo nth all ~Mart. 

Nro. J ano s. BoW'ell 
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