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? toedy 8/ 3/46
. Cotulty mmss,

Dear Jimi=-

Whan you wrots to me from Denver scon after the meeting of the mew
board and executive conmittee I had already decided to sever oy relat ons
Tith you, Glenn Talbott and the NFU; even though I consider the reascns
Jou aits in your letter for asking sush ssveranes as lopd equate,

its plight which I laid before the chalrman of the eautlve comml ttee
in writing. *

You thus betrayed a scnspilewsus whwillingsess to Tase
the patlon takew the WU sonvention at Tpeks last
the oew; sxpanded and the new
:r r-:‘i-;ﬂu.- of U

among the mesbership the al so dlsgracefully
Smll a portlon of that mesbership (searsely 14 emmnt) that 1t
emphasises the wosfully Iow shb %o -::-u.p
gocnssrn over the eondust of the pational administration
Wt 15 one foreed to coneluds whem one
the membership of an orgamization responds %0 a refsrendum Yoits on a
preposition to tramsform the sdministrative astup of that organization?
mtmtm“#ﬁ-“uﬂnﬂlmmmdm
Oatlonal hesdquarters of sush an organizatiom?

Tou were further agirieved besauss I did not talk these propesals of
mne over with you while in Denver. By writing that 1o your letter to me
Jour miod betrayed ltself subjesat to the wall-known psyfohologlaal trisk
of forgetiing things that are unsomfortabls to remssber. The dozens of
donversations we had had prior to the Denver board mee {and prior to
the Topeks convemtion) about the Allemms You found yours in over thas
gonfliat betwsan your role’ -pgg;pn-:.pﬂn-m;ﬂm Yolae cn the
Washing ton and interaational fronta snd your role a8 sdministrative
and sducational leader of a bunsh of farmers ought to have msde It seem
Sheer supererogation if I had tlaked with you in Denver,

Why, hell's bells, Jims if you'll forae Your mind to go bagk over our
Scoversations aarefully, you'll remssber that the final ons we had Just
before you left W ton for the Denver board meeting was almost
axplicitly what I set forth in formal proposals to the sxecutive
commlttes. And what's morey you'll remssber that Jou approved my propossd
presentation a8 righi and proper_and in sscord with the requiremsnts of
the situation == at least you voloed such approval with Jour lips and tongues

Floally, in your lstter you sald that 1t would be administratively unwise
%0 retain anyone on the NFU staff who already had enough rescurses to pay
bis own way or was able to obtaln such rescurees. One oan only deduss that
the person to whom you write that sdministrative dlotum is one in whom you
have no confldence, in whose sincerity of mtive aonoerning the EFU you
0o longer bealieve.

80, Jim, I was vaatly relieved when, on your recent visit to Washing ton 4
Jou reasserted your falth in oy purposes and went so far as to stk me
to aarry on for the MPFU on speciflia projects such as the FaA0 (inoluding
toe forthooming FAD meeting at Copenhagen in the role of WFU meober
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of the U.3. delegmtion), the French farm boy snterprise and other Fremmch

osgotlations, the atomic snergy problem, Food for Fresdomy eta. You will

recall that, mn%. I had not sesfyour letter when we had our
ation

last fase=to-fase conv besause Exin T hed not burrowsed through
the quantity of mmil Erie had piled at home while I was a¥ay ln Denvar,
Chioago and up here. But I had axpressed oy willingness to get

off the payroll in oy formal letter to the executive committes (mueh as
I disliked being a pavn in a bargain to eliminate FPhil Reno). Mereover,
I had alresdy consluded in sooversations with Bem 3 tong, Russ 3mlth,
Morris Rossnthal and Allen Hadem that the clreussianses in the WU
respeating you, Glenng Gladys Blwards, Ole Clesom and othars

the Commnists, snd the power struggles amng you, mades 1% out of the
question for = %0 lay plans for any further, protrasted relatioemships.

I "as anxious, howsver, to sse threugh % a parilal sonelusiom at leasty
Yarious projests to whioh I have put sy hand 1o the name of the WU -
parilsularly the omes I listed in the parsgraph aleve. CemSequenily I wasy
s I say,; greaily relieved when
prespiing frem me; thail I sarry
of the unpredlstabls and rapld
aver the past -ﬁlxlum!ulmlm..u-ﬂuﬂ-l
for Dede, the T and alf ths ua
I talked with you again following sy somversation with Ursuls Duffus at
e Stale Departamnt comaerning XFU represenitation at ths FAD
Copenbhagen seeting.

L

he vigor of your sxpression of lntantliem
axesutlvye aomslttes that [ contlous on the abeve-mmtiomed prejests and to
fight with the full fores -r:-r“ﬁpm-nuw for tha

that vigor of sxpression organ~voleing over
wires from you in Denver to =s 1n ¥ tom gave me sufflolent sesurlity
to start making plans with Dode and the famlly.

I started formulating the reperis you ssked me to drafts for u-a:ﬁ
aspiea. te Glennyg Waioh you said you nesdsd for purposes of |n=u

angi effestive flght with him and mesbers of the azsoutive committss in
suppert of your retommsmiaticom -- though why you felt the need of such
reperts on the various prejscis 1s bBeyond

heard froem me in detall Jus4d what I am uwp
chligated to ses them further along the rosd

isportance to the family-iy farming -r; lem:'-i:;:‘ﬂ
apo . L - v othsr soneep
you; Glean and the WU, -13'-. ald of S8ifton, Huss Smith and

soma others of us behind the sesnes 4 have besm spokesman in ths publia
arens, though apparemtily not nsarly sough asong your own farmers
and thelr neighbers.

mﬂlm..lmmhwmln o reast 10 the telephone
gall I ressived here at Sotults e Oape Ood yesterday from Russ Smifa
in the now-ca=-the-market 'lnlu.l..uhﬂ effice? How can I feal good abouk
woat I can only interpret af a oraven retrsat from s position you se
passionately and effusively stated t0 me hardly two weaks ago?

The szecutive committes at whose paxt meeting you were going to make
and Tlght for your resommendation regarding the projects and oy relation
thereto has not oven met yet a8 I write this (it does not mseet $111
next Momday). And yet, scoording to Russ 3mith's talsphons report to me
FYestarday, in a phone conversation with him the.day before from 3t.

Faul you told hAim that Glenn and you had deelded (without reference 9
the other members of the sxeoutive committes) that I am too inoflamatory
an lndividual to repressnt the HFU at the FAO gathering bDecauss of
"hat you and Glenn Judge to be the opinlom of the other U.B. fara
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organization repressntatives gbout me.

I would like to know the evidence on which you and Glenn base your
judgemsnt. Oertainly 1+ is' not ny unqualified cpposlition to the .
Commnists == and opposition whose unressrvediness @lenny Ole
Oleson, Gladys Edwards, Don Chapman, Russ Smith, Yeomans and, of
gourse, Waldo MoNutt and Arohle Wright dsplore along with ths Communis t
Party's agricultural polloy boys in this country, Lem Harris and
Don Handerson, to say nothing of George -.ruuﬂ, Merle Vioomnt,

Jerry 0'Comnnsll and- Raphael  Zom of the Marshall- Powssdwilon.

No, Jlm, that reason you olted %0 Fuss Smith as the basis for youp
desislon will not bear szamination. BSurely you san*t In your right
sanses consider me a more disscnant note among B O'Neal, Al Goas and
Homer Brinekley than you are. And Russ tells me, desplte your sloguent
md.:l-'r o w, :H:u.t Fou really wanted and lntended to go to Copsmbhagen
Y i ol Pl ¥ )

Foor old Russ . who' thinks l-i‘a 5111--:1'&_1-&1- not
being cagey smough, Was put ahb a posltion by your tal .
eall to Bim. T Baubd it to his sense of decent trust and fri p that
he phoned to loform me of what had happened == something I + hare
sxpested # you following our last two conversations (and if I took the
words of friendship in your last two letters umﬂlmhl which I now
at long last know ['ve always besn an lnoeurable romantlolist and
fsntamentalist to sEpest.

L] d he a the &
prioe of*ie BledRsiPiet LA TP a2 iR R edD B4 DS RIRal
the others wanted, Decauss they want you %0 stay out in the fleld a while
and ses 1f you can help orsganiis and educate Soms farmers S0 that the
NFU utterancoes and operations at the W ton and natlonal hesdquarters
level will really amount to something morse & Showy, intallestual
and smotional faosde. X

Russ's ssbarassment was obviously enhanced by the faot that De had
sarller applauded with every shov of sarnestness the prospset of oy
repredenting the KFU 1o the FAD matters bDedguse of my men ‘-lutu_
negotiations and intimacy with the FAO pecple, the Prensh agiioul ture
ercwd, the Indians, ets. His esbarasement was at 1ts peak when he
told me he did not argue with you mmt.: position in the matter
because he thought 1t would do no good mght bring about & resuls
whioh neither he nor Glean nor Gl Biwards pnor Ole Oleson wWould like.

FPlease do not interpret what I have been saylog as meaning that I
disapprove of Huss Smith's assignment to FAQ affalrs. I eertalnly do
not, though I think my rﬁnt siperlendes and oy temperasant maks ns 4
more valusble representative at 8 partioular stage of development 1n
FaO. Russ, after all, was pmnﬂﬁ tnt J'E ﬂ:..: 'ﬁ-'u tf-lll-“ﬁugj o

-1} L]
!‘é’!ﬂ%“h‘&%‘i ;E;d nh"gr-“ripﬂ:nn tne at Copenhagen
desplte his toc=great :lmuon, as 1t :1:;:: ;'h- tru d’:‘ﬁ::::"
hm'h=ﬂu¥§aﬁl=lrgr ::; eas % the nmtm: 1] ﬁ-l. soout
for moral and intellectual courage and lotegrity.

You will recall, and so will Glenn, that I began oy remsarks at the
board meeting lo Denver by sxpressing regret that Russ Smith was not
present to near ms express pride in the part I played lo b ing
him into the NFU. I them diverged to take pokes at Phll B [
immediately-preosding boasting of hls sxperience and titles with labor
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organlzations, then spoke of the Frenoh farm boy's almost certainlye
Tatal 1liness (of which I had learned that ncon).and the lrmxu{un
iovolved Lo his fate as an individual in 1its arsnce to the WPU
objectives, and then lept into a tirade against people and organizations
who felt the need of absolutes to lean upon and could not stand om thelr
own fest, With aside’ gbout the Harshall Foundatlon and orsscks at what'

I deemed to be your melnterpretation of Foundation deliberations and
intentions (at least the intentions of four of the trustees),

@lenn, ln his unrespomsive reply to oy formal gmn-m listed theses
remarks and oy mannsr of dellvering them (whieh he sald l.lurl.r showed
that I had besn drinking too mush and was not possessed of all

fasulties) a8 one of the reasons for removing ms from the .
Without sonsideration of the justlee of his comments about ch there is
sharp difference of opinicn, mé I have lsarned subssquantly, I sannet but
fesl sorely disappointed in Glenn for having ineloded that as s reason

in vlew of the aliroums tances.

He koew dayw Mfar;i mpde these remarks that I was u.r.hl. to be knoaked
off the payroll. I talked with him about Ole Clessco's sesslom with
me at your home the Saturday before the new board sven met. He knew svem
before Ole propositioned me t0 step down without a fuss that Ole was

going to make such & proposition because he and Oles had agreed mpon

it beforehand. 4nd when I told him about the Ole talk the next day he
oaturally interposed no objsetions at all to Qle's suggesation.

80 you will understand (and, I hope, 8o will he) why I am disappointed
at him for trotting out a false reason for an sstion Oe had desided
upon well in sdvance of the ecocaslon Wwhich gave him the basis for
fabrioating the additionsl reascn. I regret sxcesdingly hawving afforded
Glenn whatever basls I did to use a8 & handle agalnst me, though the end-
result would not haWe Deen changed one jot by a display of the greatsst
restralnt on my part that evening befors the board.

Now, Jim, you and 3lenn (and the members of the sxsautive somsittes and
the board to whom I hope you will havre iur office transmit coples of
#his letter) my dismiss this long and detalled comsunicgtion as merely
the expression of one who is sore at belng deprived of & pleasant and
uurutin;"imn to Qopenhagen. Or you msy even toink 1t's an
sipression soreness at being dropped from a payrell, though Agreemant
%0 that Deforshand goupled with the nd.nti:r =y NFU stipend the
amount of long-distanse +telephoning I"ve done (and travellng) for EFO
at own sxpense (through the good luck of stlll having seme mon to
use for such pewposes) should sake Lt diffioult for you to ente
suah thoughts. / : )

of courss I"m not happy over being let down on the Jopsnbagen sesslons
sapensially sipoe I was planning to take Dode whose Judgement, a8 you w
know, I trust more than my ml'nrm&mmuwliﬂlﬂﬁﬁltith
better than adne. But it 1s not be eprived of the trip on NFU's
behalf that eats me and makes me Set down thess many words, -

No, Jim, it's the laplioation of that aotion by you and Glenn that stirs
me up to type.this eplatle. The oiroumstantial evidenos is atrong that
the real reafon my proposal %0 the sxecutive comalttes (entalling no
sxpense to the organization ms 1t faces the $45,000.00 defiolt for the
gurrent year) Was rejected, and the real reason you abandonesd your
commltments to me so quiekly in 3t. Paul under the influencs of &trong-man
Glenn is my insistent, un-esgey and unsilenceable opposltion to
Gommunist inflltration to offiolasl positions of power and influsnse
in the HFD.

I don't have to remind pou of the long aod bitter struggles I have
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hned with the Jommuniat or pro-Jommunist trustees of the Marshall
Founaation == Gecrge darshall, Jerry O'Connell, Rapbmel Zoo,and oow

Merls Vincent substlituting for Aray-involved Heber Blankennora -= alnoe
1939 to get the funds that made possible the sxpanded Washington opsrations
of the WFU. I don't have to tell you that many of us understoocd your
appolntment of the.pathetic Communist or pro-Communist boyys Poll Reno,

0 your hesdquarters staff in Denver as political and labor relations
offlolsl was at the benest of Gecrge Narshall and Les Harris, the
Communist Party's avowed agricultural polisy fellow, in order to losurse

a contlouing flow of money from the Nar Foundation to the NFO. I do
not have to recall to your mind Lem Harris's visit to you in Demver a

few years ago to tell you that of the total amount of money remalning

in the Narshall Foundatiom the EFU would be allowed S0 -'iﬂ t0 ask you
as Fresldent of the NFD how you wanted that sum spread over the smaulng
fow years == Lem Harris, not a trus tes of the Foundation.

I%'s oaused me desp SOProw over the pasi several years 0 Watsh your
mind_ turn %o the Somsunlsts in Lts desparate reash for the seourity Lt lost
when It forscok the prastioal, d-:{; osnses of the fm o farmers
in the field snd became snmeshDed in. the shaskling web of y DOWED
and influemes loeident to tae Washington and internmational savircnment

whers you've spmt most of your tise latterly. AS you know, I've mads 0o
bones about sXpressing to you Ny 9OD9ern Over thls situstiom. .

™o splasodes at the Denver board meeting high-lighted %als desparate
reasan of your mind for securlty. she first was that parsgraph in your repat
to toe board in whioh you recomsended dolng by indirectlon woat earller in
the report with high, meral words youo had rejescted doing dirsstly ln
respsct to the stipulations votsd {1 four of the Narsball Foundatiom
trustess (agalnst sy soll tary opposition) to sontrol use of further funds
allotted NFU by the Foundatlon and to control appolntment of ons o
be pald by those funds., Tour recommendation to have s jolnt aroe r=labor
gomml ttes Aet up and have that commlttes ask for the funds rather than the
EFU was & distressing performance, Jim. 1t was precilsely vhat GecrEe
Warspoall and his Commanist or pro-Communist collemgues wanted, and would
nave given them the powsr to ssleat at lsast the labor members of the
sommlttes and, quite likely, the farmer sesbers af vall. I am glad the
board turned down the recommendation.

e ssgsond splecds was your appointment of s separate vaterans comal ties
witoln the NPU and your selesstion of Waldo WeNutt, the Jew Jersey FO
E’-M“‘ a8 i1its obalrman. 1T Was signifioant that you risked mmking this

Ttter sslection of tae wall-known Communist advosate only after putiing
your arm arocund the shonldsrs of the NFU sduoational direstor, Gladys
fdvards, and having a wolspersd sonsul tation with her: I doubt whetner 1t
would have made any differsnce Lf I had told you beforshand of oy
gomversation with SixYassssax NFO Eastern Divislon szecutive ssaretary B
Yeomns after taking a group of Fremoh farm boys out to soms of nis poul try
farmsrs at Presiold, N.J.

You will recall that later I did tell you of Bl Teomans' working up &
gauous in the New Jarsey FU %o dsposs WButt as preaidenot, "not becauss he
is s Qommunist but becauss ne 1soks perscnal lotegrity. Tou will
resssber that I reportsd my reply %o B4 as oaving been, "Well, for God's
sake, B, don't you.reallze that lack of personal integrity and belng &
Comminist are.virtially synonymoud, that abapdonment personal lntegrity
is part of the aworn techalque of becoming a gommanis t?"

I think I also told you that Bl voloed desp soneern over the strangth
of my feslings cm Communists in the NFU and sald that oe waso't
pullding a blg HFU organization im toe sast (helped along greatly, he
arplained, by the recsnt grain econtrses with 4LW. Bill gaiansy Thatoher,
manager of the FU Graln rercinal 4ssooiation) just to oave it blown to
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pleces in a faotlonal fight induced by what he more than hinted was oy
ub-:-llnn about Communiats. I think I likewlise told you of ay alara at
Bls infomming =e that blé dcoperative wholesals manager and the personnal
thereof Wars sslected for ala by Lem Harris, tas avowed Commnist Party
agricultural polioy boy to whom I have referred several times sbovs.

Wolle speaking of Lem I should, for the sake of the record at least,
repsat my conversation with him ln the early sorning hours of the laat
olgnt of the Topeka conventlon when the delegates sere sweating ocut thelr
ATEUDMN L3 over the proposed ineresse in duss; amendaents t0 toe sbartery
by=laws, acnstltution, sta. The conversatlion was at his ilovisation. In
substanes Lem sald to e, Well, Fat, ws didn't have snough troops to Lake
You this time but we will by the time the next scoventlon rolls around.” He
¥as referring to the ons slgnifloant floor flght of the cooventliom over. the
international Jlmk in the proposed program whish ocams from ay Wypewriter
with the ald Allen Asden and NoT Eesasnthal. That fight was led by
Waldo BNutt) sesonded by the New Jersay sdusatlional direstor, Franees
Lisber, You will resssber the somtsst wai over the phrasing eallimg for
sontiousd ofTorts to bring abdout greater damcaratisatlon 1In thw Ualted
HEations, %0 eliminate the vets; 8 schilevs lnternationsl contrel ef
atomla -mr'i and to gl‘li ultisstely more suthority o the Assembly of ON
than to the Decurlty Jouneil. uﬁ with ne retlosnse whatsver, ldentified
that flght =8 the toushstone o % of the comventlon.

Reaal 1 long ssqualntanceshlp with Lem ( scon after his gradustion
from Harv when Ow wd his mnttnl:‘mﬂtmu'lﬁwI.uﬂ
into the minisiry and went lnto the Jommunist FParty instesd and started
helping set up Farm Aese Ine.; as his first aesignment) s i sald to
bimy "Lem, you're an sasy ow to get dﬁ with besause you'wve naver
concesled your.Commnist Party mesbership our chjeotives,_ I fael I
can trust you af a friend. 70 which Lem replied instantly, with his
charsctaristically disarsing sharmy "You better not, Faty 1'11l out your
throat any time 1% serves our opuse.” H.

Eumercus othsr cooversations and ;.I'.pil"!l.-ﬂll sinee I've besno sotively
interssted 1o the NFU (10 years ), all going to the same_lesus, sould be

resorded. I'1l content myself with tso or three more. MWe Tlrst of
these ls the several-oour discousslion with that goocd wvheat farmer from
NHorth Dakotay the president of the b e8t buslneas. sn bearing
the NFU's title, e FU Gralo ™ Asscolationy QOle eson (mlddle

inttial L.); the =an whom Glenn is grooming Imm a8 your suscosssor when and
Af you, Jimy set upon your asbitleon %o run for the 7.3, Senate from
Golorado. That discussion took pl.l.ll; with my daughter Deborah
partiolipatingy wvhile we wers walting for an sarly morning plane to return
Cle to 3%, Faul after he had taken part ln & natloowide brosdoast over
Mutual with UNRAA Dires sneral Ladusardis and FAC Direstor-Gsnsral

3ir John Boyd Crr at a F for Fresdom confersnce io the National Fress
Olub audltorium in Waahingtom.

I thought I had made a dent in Cle's fervent inslistenes om the value
of the Communists as "the only worth-while sstlon group left of asnter
in the countryx" during the dissussion., and dagughter Deborsh shought I
had, too, But when I had sesdlon with Ole in your 'ﬂdrﬂ-z..ula. e
Baturday afterncon befors # Dev gnd axpanded board met at Albany
Hotel, bis first words to oe werse, "'I'-l.:[ you know, you and I omn Work
wall together Lf you'll get over ons + You're araty om this Comsunist
business, absolutely.orazy.” I could ses thers was no polnt argulng
further with him in the short tise at our disposal sinoe he was lmpatient
to out our talk shord so that ne could leave with the sven=mre=ilmpatisnt
Waldo Melatt downstalrs for another ocoektall party and dinner arranged by
the latter New Jerssy Tara leader (vho becams a farm leader after belng,
a8 a Youth Congress faototum, one of the loudest aspnouncers of FDR a8 &
war monger up to the time Hitler attacked the 3oviet).
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My objeot in putting down these various spisodes Ln a letter to you
18 to give you aok outline of the baskground on whish [ now ﬂ.ﬂrl: s
vhatever support I might give or gl help get others to Eive %0 the WD
& long af Lt8 leadership entertains its current attitudes on the
Communist lssus. And when I say leadership I most emphatioally loeluds
Gleon and bis sister Gladys Biwards and the intelligent and ﬁlunﬁnnd
Montana FU president, Don Chapmana a8 well as all the other state
preslients and staff meabers who zwt & frank discussion and fasing of
the t:l:::.l“n“ﬂmm tha bosom of the organization apd not for 2
publ umption == those, in short; whe sersam "med-bal ting t
the meres® hint of rﬂ:?u ﬁ-"u-n. 2 - '?‘.* 2

This ia no easy declslon for me to make. Next to the Sas anzetil
131530 than’ Ta1s- aay othr Singie sanse: By bas Dien sebuses T beiiored

ar & sause, aus e

in the idess aslustared around the ssntral Iﬂ.

leadership. 1

program adopied by the eka scnventlem. A8 yYou've heard =» Say agaln

and agalng greatly oem

history led to the rise of tyraony; the destrustiom of demseratis mul-l-l
™

Bat vhile retalning cosplets falth in the written of the WU

I have lost falth in the EFU leadership s L% presen af

That leadershipa sonfronted n; tae !:?J.-iﬁli of a sorely-troubled
& :

world, By the arganlzatiom} and pimintstrative problems 11 has
brought upon itself and by i4s persomal diffisulties ilnside and outslde
e tiom, tomlh = %0 be bewitahed by the slren song

of
aal 4 [ ) almostd ous
sager 1o Eraspg Tor gnﬁ”m- t:.:h E-#I:, that pol u.ni’

= thodolegy h operatss om the fatally-dsatruative Senet that the end
Justifies any msans. That sethod sets brother against brethar; son agalost
mother and friend 4 frismd. In the medern world 1t finds 1ta moat

obyious expression the poliae siats.

Tis very 1 letsary J has beesn tten without hes or or
[ . I?hﬁn- froi ae a spirit profound wn"ﬁw.
I havs no parscoal discomford vhstever at fhe ascusatlons of red-balting,
sts.y throwno at -Irﬂ-na.:.zlﬂi-ﬂ-r (and Her able and disturbed
otege, Julleties Flelsshl) and the others, As I wrots to Glean while
Deover, I've had a longer sxperienss and over more Years have iried -
harder to scoomedate my offords to the Commniats (evem after ay first
snocunter wiih them in the early stages of the Sscco-Yansetil omse a
quarter of s century ago taught me to desplss them) than anyone gonnedted
vith the NFU. You may not resssber that the Sasco-Vanzettl sase grew
out of the red ralds of 4., Nitehell Palmer after the last war. And the
first stint I did in Washingtom after we moved there in 1930 was %o writs
& chapter on "The American Radiopl” for the book, "Amerioa AS Amerioans
Bee I:l- in which I talked of the iriek in mass puannlq.{ of pinning
the red_label on anyone differing with you == a trick sasployed by thoas
countearparta of the Communists among the oapitalists wno, llke the
Communists, funotion on the tensd that the end justifies the meams. e
Communists and thelr misgulded sympathizers now use "red-balter” and
"faselst” in the same way the oapitalists use "red.". =
But olroumstances and condltions have changed vastly aince the Sasdo=
Vanzsttl days and since our sarly days io Sashington. I will no longer
kKesp silont on what nas beooms, in sy Jjudgement, an issue of major
importance for the future of our children and pescple sverywosre. Saturday
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afternoon following the flnal session of the sxecutive committes I sat
"lth NFU Vice=President Herb Rolph, Oklahoms FU President Homer Duffy and
that pillar of strength within the WU, 0.8 Huff. Without exeeption
they sxpressed worry over my attitude on this ques tion. Huff -34.-.
"You'rs right about 1t, Pat, but you're 80 sarnest you frighten us.® I
#Xpegt and lotend t0 go on being earnest.

a . I scaroely need » there's
""H“Wﬁrl‘w S on the ;u-im #uri:!n you p:ﬁ' I-‘ M
wants as %0 turn the Frensh farm mq-t bask to you or somsons else
right avay. But I feel a meral o tlon to sees that they get shifted
%o the kind of farming eash of them wants before doing so. Norseverj
Lﬂ.n.u by the almost callous lack of sonserm shown by almost sveryome

the WU (exsept Don Chapman) for the suceess of this valuable bus
dalisats experiment in prastieal, intermational collaboration I dresd to
think of what might happem to that fine group of Fremsh « L've
besn Writing essh of the boys perscnal letters since I've up here
and also composed a letter to the pareats of the Fousault boy who died
in New Jersey (copy enslesed) whioh Euss 1s releasing to the press in
Washington sarly in the weak,

I am truly ssd that things are as they are in this WU Dusiness
besguse I would like t0 be in a pesitiom to explain to you and glemm
and the others just what meaning for the WU organization andl business
miarprises some of the Frenmeh negetiations have t0 whish I have beem
a party. Bui I'm sure that Both you, Jimjs and Glenn will underaand
wAy that!s out of the questiom now. (IT 're interested, you migh#
sk Erneft Dean, Esnsas FU president; vl “IﬂlmlJm
afpesat of these nagotiations and relation to Eansas FU
membershlp and Howard Qowden) )

James @, Fatton, Fresldent;

The Eational Farmers Uniong o
3500 E. AGth Ave.,

Demver 16,

Golo.

Fd. In sdditlon to the sopy %o Glemn I'!1ll probably be
of sabs letier to some of the

be surprised if you hear from them.
U perdson barely mentloned in the

and Glenn know that I think he got the raves
squation treatment of anyome at the Denver board mseting. ITommbixhxze
Mo attenpt vas madde to mke him t-rlu::ut for :Jl mass the NFU 1=
in. It would have suwoeeded sxoept for highly

scuragecus resistanch. li‘utzl af edltor of the oational of
the organization and a8 your sssistant in the Denver natiomal

matters would have taken a far worse turn for BFU during the past few
Yeoars .,

2nd P.3. I neglected to say that your sstion in appolnting the Meutt
Yetsrans committes seemed to me to be olsarly against the consemsus of

the Topaks convention. It was certalnly in opposition to the policy
sivosated by the American Veterans dommittee.
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c Deaaver, OGolo.
e T/5/%6

e Chairmang

Eecutlye Comml ttee,
Hatlomsl Farmers Uniom Board,
Albany Hotal,

Denver, Colo.

Dear Birm -

s situation with which you and your committee and the beard are
vrestling is indeed unfortunate. Buty a8 I have told Jim Patton; Glenn
lbett and ethers j I belisve 1t 15 net irreparable.

Esreever, frea somversations I have Rad vith sems of friends cutside
the NFU was share my dalief im the srganizatisn’s great tanse in
the natiomal and interssticmal sseme,; I am satiafiel there are maay) msay
peoples Wareeghout the doun wae weuld like ts help any
surtalling of of e ",

status of the NFU vith &
of == in pddltiom to the amounts
ressonably 4 be sspested from duss; sentributicns to edusational

£
|
g
g
!
Mg
It
o]
15

4. A statemsnt of AmaxEEY assuranee of the WFU's contimued intemtiom to
of any other organizations, whether political, labery,
realigious or esonomisj and %0 resist infiltration into offieisl positions
within the U of persons designing o use these poslitlons for partisan
politisal or other es not in strist conformity wvith the prograam of
the WU sdopted at i1ts Tepeka sonventiom in Narehy, + This statement
of assurance besomes doubly needed besause of the ilnereasingly signifioant
role the NFU 1s playing in the international ssene and will esontinue %o plae

If these sonditions are met, I believe substantial sums of money can be
ralsed, withsut strings attashed, to further the WU's organization drive
and Tor other WFU purpeses, Feeling a8 I do pbout the WU, axi aa I have
felt for a long whiley I am prepared %0 help in instituting sush a
sampalgn for funda,
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The campalgn should not be sarried om by individuals on the XFU

matheds; will almosat certalnly prove. Mas
pﬂ!-ll._l.l -II'-I"I.LI L ]
1‘_. in whom the WU can h—mbm-uh

3

commisslon baslis Lif ome cam be

sonfldemew.

T™he coat of sush methods is prebibitive as a breamiown of the

payrall.
cost in the past, wiing thoae
eaapalgn should bs aarrisd om

] .-__-ﬂ

| +9
gl
le

T

4o wnlsh I have besn
% lnalgnifieant for
to sontinue oy

tlonlng
o

e 1

whaese I

floane

of our

bay

wan
tlowlarly besamse of

Boura
omr £
ons oM
tlon of
or the
ﬂl
par
in
or
fune
-]
LR
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it

FEREeddy "EaRERT

reply %o this expression of oy desire to sontloue %0 Yy

Yours sineerely,

Gardner Jaskson
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PRESS RELEASE

HATIONAL FARMERS UNION, 00 B 5i.5.K., Washingien 3,0.C. g i
ATlaakic pbar-phas-plag
HELELSE DATE - P, M, Papers of Tussday, Augast 8, 1948 (:’: e

FUDJEOT - DEATH OF A FHENCH FARM BOY

WASHINOTON - As the body of one of the 40 French farm Boys brought to this
coustry for tralslsg on Matlonal Farsers Unlen and Nablomal Cocperatives farss was
finally prepared for skipmsnt to his parents in France the Naticpal Farsers Union
zads public today a letter to hie parsnts im which the boy's 1ife and trip to the
Uelted States was termed a "sysbol® of the fight against dictaterships of all kinds
and agalnst thoss who "would make a religiom of the state.”

Daziel Foucaulh, lB-ysar-old farmer's sos from the provioce of Maysnoe
in Franss, dled of "mcute menlrgo—encephalitis® at the Long Branch (New Jersey)
Hownltal sewral weeks after arrival im this country with 39 other Fremch farm
boxs te get tralning in U.B.4, farsing sethads,

The vielt of the 40 Fremch fars beys for & four o six monthe' training
srperisnce in the U,5.A4, was arrangsd by the Fresch Fedsraticm of Agriculture asd
the Union of Fresch Farmer Cooparatives with the Natlomal Farsers Uniom im this
ooumtry. I4 4s the first time 1n the history of U.0, sgriculture that such & pro—
Ject ln isternational sducaticn ssd collaboratico has besa umlertaken by privats,
non=govarcmant fars orgacisations.

The 40 Fremch farm boys were placed om farms in Montama, Wickigan, Wew
Tork, Pesmsylvanin apd New Jersay. The Foucault boy was oo the poultry fars of
Danisl Ferson in Lakewood, N. J,, at the time his fatal illoass forced his resowval
to the hospltal.

Dr, Frank J, Altschual, the attending physician on the Foucault came at
the Long Branch Hospital, after citing the dlngrosis as 'acute meningo—sccephalitie’,
said i his report; "In spite of the faoct that our own ‘.I.lhﬂll.l-ﬂl,I itudled sasy
specimens of the sploal fluld nad blood and that specimenws were alea senk to the
lockafeller Institute and to the Army Iostitute of Pathelogr, it was lspossible to
classify the typs of encophalitis, On olinical grounds asd from the laboratory
atudies all we can say is that It probably wns the sc-called ppldemio fype of acuts
maningo-sncepbalitia which is believed to be caused by & viras.' f

The letter to the Fousault boy's parents, sigeed by Oardner Jackeon for
the Matlonal Farmers Uzicn, is as followe:

*Tha recent death of your lB-year-old son Daclel at the Long Branch
(¥ow Jersey) Hosultal was & deep perscoal loss %o you. He carried in him your
hopan ae parents that he becoms & leadsr in the further development of Fremch fars-
ln;;: in the improvement of living standards of the French people and pecples
ove arn.

FBacauss we oaturally had not had the oppertusiiy to kmow him as well as
you his death was sot so persomal & leas ko thoss of ue who had a hand in bringing
him to the United Biates for trmiping sxperience on cur Hational Farmars Union and
Eatloml Cooperatives farms,

"Bat hiw death had real and sorrowful seaning to us mooethaless, He was
ome of 40 French farm boys sealectsd out of many hundred apolicants who wanted to
come to this eountry for trainlng 1o cur agricultural sethods, The faot that he
'IPP::'H for the opportunity and was choses Lo evidsnce that be possessed high
qualitios,

"It shows that Be had & cosbimticn of thoss qualities of intelligescs
and dauntless ccurage which bhave mads the French pecple riss from the cppressice of
the Essl berdes acd agnin nssuse thelr historlcMl role, That role has slways besa
in the wanguard of forces workiong for toe advance of culturs against brutleh aggres-
slon born of fear amd its twin offehoots, competition and cupldity,

"Tha struggls for power in the world expressed in mgression contimoas
through dictaterships functiosing with ishuses disregard of the potentinlities of
the ipdividual mesbers of soclsty, France, vhare your soa had his belng, is a vital
crusader agaiost this sarch of tyranny., The French peopls, always rejecting bhrough-
eab thelr sxlstancs as o natics the appsals of thoss who would make & religies of
the wtats, havs never waversd 1o their passiomate devotlon to desocraticprocesses —
particalarly that portion of the Prench pecple sngaged in farsing,




>’

"The sslsctioa of your som, deriving frem this baritage, for the trip te
our seuntry sarisd him as o sigaificant member of that too-slowly-ipcreasinog body of
tumar beings animmted by the strong conviction that oaly through trus cooperaticn
betwsen Tecples of all pationalities, colors, religions and political apd sconcmic
flﬂﬁl acToss the face of the sarth can civilisation be saved asd sdvacced iz this
&t B afl.

"Sc,; am him physical remmins leave cur shores to return to the French soil
from which they sprang, we in the Natiomal Farmers Union wmnt you, his parsnts, to
know in the =idst of your personal grisf that his passing at so young an age has
not been Lo valn s far as we are comcerneds

"Comnscious of the great contribution the Treach pecple have made by their
thinking and nctions to the origins and develovmant of the Umited States as a mation
our pemters dedicate themselves anew in your son's death and your parental suffar-
ing to the wrimsiples of genuiss, internaticoal collaboration of whick his participe-
tion in the venturs to cur farms with his 38 comradss was & aymbol,

"Weo pledge cur determination to carry cm usmceasing apolication of our
minds and our hearts to tha problem of helving cur global scolety evolwve into one
in which resort to war {8 naver agale taken,

"Wo axtend to you our despest sympathy. We hope you will be able to find
soclace in your persceal sorrow through this commitment from us that ths broad, social
implications of your son's death will mever lsawve cur minda or ths minds of thoss
who coms after us im our organisation.”
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