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MIDSUMMER RFVFRIE

Inwardly grateful sit I, midst my cares
Over such ailments as afflict mankind
When o0ld, or weary, or unfortunate -
Thet in the count, the loss of one poor eye
Has left the better, to still see this Isle -
This little world of sea and sky and air,
Of hilly pasture, caraway, and rose.

To sit here calm, and gaze across the vale,
And up to where the wind-break spruces range;
To watch the children running in delight,
Sure-footed, over fields to stony beach.

To sit and listen to the fog horns blow,
And 1ist'ning, hear the symphony of sound,
Now near, now far, - the horns of Grand Manan,
And Msine, and our own bell at Island's Head.

To feel a peace, as when the sun breaks through
The gray mists, bringing back the late lost scene
With knowledge that, likewise, through fogs of doubt
All things at last come clear and brightly new.

So here, the President once as a boy,
Carefree, unworldly, played his fishing gear.
Sti1ll everywhere, Ihhear the family name
Spoken familiarly, and without thought
To evoke critics, or to favor win,
Just native comment on their residence here
When his mother shared simplicity,
And won respect, regard, and lasting love .-

The words of one who served his father once,
Or one, the President when he returned,
After Femé wrought its sura around his head -
Vacation land for him - too burdened then
To find peace, even in this peaceful isle,



What did he think, as he stepped that last time
Upon the o0ld wharf on familiar soil ¢

How did his inward eye the landscape scan, .
Who many times had cast his fishing net
Over a native boat to play at work ¢

Did he find solace in remembered days
Of tramps with simple people over hills ¢
Did he remember bluebells on the roed, )
And berries blue aslong the Herring Cove ?
And did the fragrance of his early life
Sweeten the bitterness of power and fame %

I 1ike to think such men, who loved him not,
Could here, find answers to his hold on men -
Were they to feel what sea-Wwhnds bréd him brave,
And debonnair, and careless of the storm,
Here, they could, juster, measure all his worth,
Who left behind in parents and in self,
A living monument of happy days -
Ahen freedom made a freedom-loving boy;
Where salt airs gave a tang to tongue and mind;
Where sunshine made that smile we can't forget,
Embracing other lands, and all Mankind,

Bertha Johnson Becker
July 26,1946

( Written while she was a summer resident in Wilson's Beach,
Campobello, N.B., as she sat thinking of the coming dedi-
cation of the monument in Welshpool to Franklin Deleno
Roosevelt, on August 1,1946, )



TO FRANKLIN DELANO ROOSEVELT - AUGUST 1,1946

The tide is out ! Bleak lie the beaches now;
For boatmen cannot reach the harbor side !
Oh, for the ftooding waters to abide -
Sad is the ebbing tide.

But with the wash of seas, out goes the waste
Of weary workers; and around the world
Fresh sea waves waft to shore
New seeds of l1life.

So solace me, ye barren beaches now,
That "flow"™ still follows "ebb", and once again
His seeds of grawtﬁ will flood a nation's heart,
When the "slack™ ceases, and the tide comes in.

_ Bertha Johnson Becker
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Dear Mra. énauc‘ﬁ ‘l{ ‘t Y (J&v: \({}‘PM‘ ﬁ.’"

For & very long time (at leaat that's eu.t- these & years
nave eecmed Like) I have wanted to write you in regard

to an ex-soldier who happens to be my brother and who would
be much better teday had be been shot down in the front Linea.

Ae hie sieter, I have witnessed one of the most brutal als-
integrations of a human being orought about superlor offlcers.
I admit I know nothing about army procedure, but when I aee

what happened to a boy whe pefore he went inte the army was

a well adjusted ideallst with a comfortable mlxture of commeon
sense, come out of the army & complete mess, I can only con=-
clude that the army and certaln ramltfications ef his particular
oat had lnmt-hih? to do with it. That partiocular peat was
?lhuuld say divieion) the Signal Corps Photographlic Center,

in Astoria, Long Island and riy Hills, respectively. Herewith
is a record of his service:

Setpember '39 - March "40 Enlisted USNR. Was Mealcally
discharged (due to eyes) upon
recall to active duty. °

February '42 - HNovember '42 Indueted into Army. Serveac as EM
Medical Corps.

November '42 - February '43 Attended and graduated 008, Fert
Monmouth, Red Bank, New Jersey.

Feoruary '43 - March "43 Staff and Faculty 0CS, Fort Monmouth
Red Bank, New Jersey.

Marcn '43 - May '43 Attended and graduated from Orricers
Administration & Supply Bcheel
Ft. Monmouth, Hew Jursaey.

May '43 =~ lovember '43 Asslgned duty Signal Cerps Photo-
phie Center, ng Island City,
aw York.
Hovember '45 = ' May '44 Apsigned Duty with Signal Corps

Photo hic Cémter, Westaern
Divieien, Beveriy Hilils, California

May '44 - November '44 Assigned Duty with Signal Cospe
Photographic Center, Long Isiand
City, WHew York. Entered Hason
Gensral Hospital June '44 returned
to duty Septmmber '&4,

November '44 - December '44 hesignea tu Fu. Monmouth, NHew Jersey
to undergo Reciassirlcation.



December '44 Assigned Separation Center, Ft. Sneridan

Iliinole. HReleived from active duty.

February '45 Dischargea from Commission.

Tne 3ignal Corps Fhotographic Divisions in Long Island ﬂlt{ and
Beverly Hills carry questionable connotations, I live in the
vicinity of Beverly Hills and have worked in the motion plcture
industry for three years, I have worked under soms of the
ex-Fhetographic Division boys. I have met and taiked with a
numbar n% girls who worked &s secretarys at the Beverly H1l
Fost. It was a loose one, badly managed, wastefully mj.
and seething with mmmzmimgxwith motlon plcture men, whose war
activities amounted only to the physical effort involved in
donning & uniform and an officers insignia.

A great many good things came out of this division , but &t

these two particular posts, the rottennsss seemed in the fore-ground.
Hob, & second Lt. may have made a mistake when he pointed out
things that weren't according to "Hoyle" to his superiors, but
can you wreck & man's life, slmply because he passes judgement

on & situation. At least hls right of free speech should protect
him. He created fear on the part of nis superlor officers and
finally an investigation of the Beverly Hllle post was made.

It was a complete farce and in complets discord with army
procsdure . The higher ups te fix it, so as not to get
themselves inte trouble. Immedlately after the investigatlien,
there was & quiet lhl.rt-‘l.ng of personnell in the Long Isiand and
Baverly Hlills Posts. Bob'e superler officer, who was slesplng
w#1th & married woman whose husband was over seas was shipped
overseas, THIS MAN SHOULD HAVE BEEN ASGREMaEST&kRE COURTMARTIALED.
(I have & pleture of this man in bed with the woman).

Bob got a Blue discharge. In other words, the gullty people
got off scott free, while Bob, who was stlcklng up for the
right things, was given the etigma attached to a Blue discharge.

For 4 years, Xhkxixksy I have seen Bob belng bogged down more and
more by the ramlifications of this stigma. He's lost courage,
he's turned into & peychopathic Timx g;:r. he's losing his
cnaracter and integrity, in short, he's nerotic but net te

the point of it effecting the basic qualities of nis mind.

Herewith 1s a letter (one among many ) to Senator Edwin Jonnson

of California. I'm sure that after reading it you will agree
that an inteliigent mind wrote this letter.

sea next page




Dated February 25, lo4b6

"I'nhe intention of The Congress to investigate tne circum=-
stances surroundaing the separation of members of the armed
rorces by virtue of tn "Blue" aischarge or "Dishharge without
Honor" 18 a hnighly commendable cne,

Although many of the dlscharges of that nature glven out

ware unuoubtedly justified, there alsp must Dé mAny c&868 wWhere
that type of discharge was not justitied. The damage to the livea
orf the persons wno rall into the Latter class oy virtue of the
spelal stigma that such & discharge places on them 1s untold.

For those of us who nold tne convietion chat we unjustiriably :
received alscharges of tne above-mentioned nature, The Congreas
intentlon comes A8 & new ray of hope. We need a group of people,
tree of natural prejudices, to pass jJjudgement on us. More, we

do not and cannot wlthin the limlts ol reascnablenses, ask.

I'ne war 18 over now and it 1s time that the soldler and the
veteran have returned to nim his individual rights. I say that
pecause in certaln instances my rights a8 an indiviaual were
violated bescause wartime pressure and tenslon made 1t necessary
for individuals to subordinate their indiviagual purpcses to the
purposes of &n entire group. On the other hand I don't bellieve
that a person, be he soldier or eivilian, be it wartime or peace-
time, be denied the right have a-fair hearing when he truly

feels that his rights were viclated beyond the limits of human
deoenaoy.

I can't fully condem the type of discharge I received but I
earnestly condem the lnconslderatlon and abusive treatment winlch
paved the way and made it posslble for the Army to glve me

sucu & discharge. The case that the Army has on file againat me
wag ccncelved by uee of Perjured testimony, false statemtnts,
ignorance of Army regulations, gross abuse of accepted admin-
letratlive procedures and the allowance of personal prejudicea to
manlfest themselves as official reflections. Those are not just
rationalizations. I am prepared and willing to present graphle
avidence to bear those statements out. Icannot do 2o unless

I am glven the opportunity. The a hes indicated that it 1s
not willing to glve me that opportunity.

I should 1like to gualify the statement I made above regard-

ing the srmy's apparent apat to situation. I exerclsed my
right of appeal under Publile w 301, Frior to that I requested
from The Adjutant General's Department certain offieclial copies

of refords 6o which I was and am entitlea (Reclassification

Board Report). The Adjutant General replied that these records
were not avallable to me, which fosters the ldea tha possibly
these records are an indictment againet the psrsons who concelved
them. Without theee records I no basis from which to drart

my appeal, so I resorted to the next best thing. I chalilen ged
the integrity or purpose of an investigation ordered to investigste
certaln charges and acousations I made while inthe Service. I
could ask for not petter witness to sustaln that cnallenge than
the officer who conducted that investigation and who had admitted
to me that ne was under duress, that ne was already pre judlced
prior to the investigation and t-'ﬁltu:: ".ﬁ prevented wm g
suparior officer from makl A compLete investigatlon. Board
of Havliew apparen . Ly d“lnr"l% pelieve 1t lmportant as to wnether or
not the investigation was carried out to the best lnterests of all
concerned. No mention was made of that investigation during the
processess which separated me from Sarvice.



1 nave Jtuuusuad my case with an oft'icer who has had forty
years of experience in the army. He 18 ramililar with the
principale in my case and also wlth the cilrcumstances and ne
tesls that the Army gave me a pretty "rotten" deal. I mention
that merely to give added welgnt to what I nave already stated.

I don't want to appear & "rapocle-rouser” or & "mal content"

but I would Llke a chance to be heard. I would Llke to come ta
nasnington 1f I am encouraged and which I have been advisea to do
and attempt to settle the lssue as to whether or not a small
group of people can indict the integrity and character of &
young ofrlcer merely to prevent their own inadequacles from
coming to the attention of higher authority.

I sincerely request that my predlicamen. be glven the gravest
conglderation. To me 1t ls lmportant, to others it mignt not
be and possloly I might be able to nelp others too. I would
alspo greatly appreclate agknowledgement of the receipt of this
comminlcation and the confirmation of any or no action that
will be taken upon 1it.

Very sincerely,

Hobart W er Srown
(Robert Wagmer Brown, )-1641584, 2na Lu., 5ig ©, AUS.

The honorable Senator didn't even have the courtesey to anawer
thia. He could nave at least sent & penny posteard.

Mrs. Roosevelt, I appeal to you Ior any advice you might give me
or anything that you might aee rit to do.

[nle boy, a8 you can see from the letter, 18 inteliigent. Thank
God, his mind hasn't been affected,

I iint can't sit by an see & guy who could make & contPibution to
live, Btopped on-all aides. He has developed & serious
persscufiion complex. He can't get a job. He 1s shhackled by
the ati that has come with this mess.

I nave always nad a great deal of respect for you &8s a woman and

i leader., You were one of the women in the White House "who did
things," regardiess of public opinions. (That sounds Like the

tag end of radlo quiz entries wherein the entrant praises the pro-
duct), but belleve me, I am slncere,

Very Sincerely,
9860 Pice Blvd,

Apt. 1

Los Angeles, 35, C lifornia
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