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MIDSUJOmR 

Inwardly grateful eit I, midet ay cares 
OYer such ai~nte ae attlict mankind 
When old, or weary, or untortunate -

That in the count, the loee ot one poor eye 
Has lett the better, to still eee thie Isle -

Thi• little world ot eea and sky and air, 
Of hilly pasture, caraway, and rose. 

To sit here calm, and gase acroee the vale, 
And up to where the wind-break spruce a r&ll8e; 

To watch the children runniD8 in delight, 
Sure-tooted, over tielde to stony beach. 

To eit and listen to the tog horne blow, 
And list'ning, hear the s,aphony ot sound, 

Now near, now far, - the horne ot Grand Jlanan, 
And Maine, and our own bell at leland'• Bead. 

To feel a peace, ae when the sun breaks throush 
The gray miste, bringing back the late loet scene 

With knowledge that, likewise, through toga ot doubt 
All things at last coae clear and bri8}ltly new. 

So here, the President once as a boy, 
Caretree, unworldly, played hie tiehing gear. 

Still everywhere, ~ar the tamily n.-e 
Spoken taailiarly, and without thought 

To evoke critics, or to tavor win. 
Just native comment on t heir residence here 

When hie mother shared simplicity, 
And won reepect, regard, and laet1ng · love.-

The words ot one who served bie tether once, 
Or one, the President when he returned, 

After P... wroU~ht 1 te aura around hie bead -
Vacation land tor ht. - too burdeDed then 
To tlnd peace, even in this peaceful isle. 



I 

What did be think, as be stepped that last ti .. 
Upon the old wharf on familiar soil t 

How did his inward eye the landscape acan, 
Who many times had cast hie fiehlng net 
Over a native boat to play at work t 

Did he f ind solace in remembered daye or traape with simple people over billa t 
Did he remember bluebells on the r oad, 

And berrie s blue along the Herring Cove t 
And did the fragrance of his early life 

Sweeten the bitterness of power and f..e t 

I like to think such men, who loved bia not, 
Could here, find an~••~• t o his hold on men -Were they to feel what eea·· .. M• bncl" ._, b•••t, 
And debonnair, and carel••• of the atorm. 

Here, t hey could~juater, measure all hie worth, 
Who left behind in parents an4 in self, 
A living monument of happy daye -

When freedom made a freedoa-loving boy; 
Where salt aire gaYe a t&n8 to tonsu• and mind; Where sunshine made that aalle we can't forget, 

Embracing other lande, and all •ank1n4. 

Bertha Johnson Becker 
July 26 ,1946 -

( Written while she waa a sn er resident in Wilson's Beaoh, Caapobello, I.B., as abe eat thinkins of the coatns dedi­cation of the mouu.ent in Welehpool to Franklin Delano Roosevelt, on Ausu•t 1,194&. ) 



TO PRKRLIN Dm.AWO ROOSIV:SL'l' - AUGUST 1,1946 

The tide ia out I Bleak lie the beaches now; 
For boatmen cannot reach the harbor aide I 

Oh, for the r~ooding waters to abide -
Sad ia the ebbing tide. 

But with the wash or 
or weary workers; 

Fresh sea waves wart 
Bew aeede or 

seaa, out goea the waate 
and around the world 

to ahore 
lite. 

So solace ae, Ie barren beacbea now, 
That "tlow still tollowa "ebb", and once qaln 

Hie aeeda or f:OWtD will tlood a Dat10D'a heart, 
When tbe alack" ceaaea, and the tide coaea ln. 

Bertha JohnaOD Becker 
Ju l y 25,1946 -
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_,-(' ,- ciJ . A< >j / f!lvl?U&. t, 

~~- ~~i~-~~fr · ,f:r~~; •' .: 
Dear Kra . Rooo~~fj.i 'fl 

1 

~ ' 1, Jb. J /J/ A/ 
For a vary long t l .. (at le&at tb&t 1 1 fbat tbeaa 4 yaare 
baYI ·~· .. d llke) I b&Te wantea to wrt\a JOU ln rasard 
t o an ox-eolo1er wbo b&ppene to be 117 brotber and Wbo would 
be IDUOb 'bette r today bod 1M bean a llot down 1n tbe front unee. 

Aa 1111 a1etar, 1 baTe w1tneaaed one or tba aoot nrutal a1a-
1ntegrat1one or a buaan 'be1D6 orougbt about D7 auper1or arr1cere. 
I aom1t 1 know notbtng about a~ procedure, bu t Wben I 111 
wbat bappenad to a b07 Wba oerore be want tnto tbll &l'IIJ waa 
a wel l adjuotad 1dealtet wttb a oo•rortable •lxture or co .. on 
oenoo, co .. out of tbt al'117 a ooml)leta ..... 1 oan only COD­
elude tbat tba armr and carta 1n ra.tfl oatlane at bla part1oular 
poot nad ao..,tb1116 to do wlt b lt. Tb&t partloula.r poet waa 
(obou l d aay atv1a1on) tbl S1gnal Carpa Pbeta~klo Center , 
1n Ae tor1a, Long l eland and Benr17 HUll, reapeothll7. Harewt tb 
ia a record or hll eervt oe : 

SotpemDer ':59 - Marcil '40 !nl1ated OSI R. Waa Kea1oall7 
d1aobargad (aue to 1711) upon 

recall to act1vo duty. 

Peoruary '42 Nove•ber '42 lnauoted 1nto Arm:r. Servea ao EM 
lleotcal Corpa . 

November '•2 - February 14} Attended and g r&Guated OC8 , Jert 
Konaeutb, Rod Bank, Hew Jeraay. 

Fooruary ' 43 - Maron '43 

Maron '43 - Ma7 '43 

November '4~ - ' May '44 

May ' 44 - Nove•ber '44 

November ' 44 - December '44 

Star r and Facult y 005 , Fort Konaoutb 
Rod Bank, New Jereer. 

Attended and graauatea from Orr1cera 
Aaatn1a t rat1on & Supply 8obool 
Ft. Monaoutb, New J• r••r· 

Aealgnea dutr Slgnal Carp& Pbato­
grapb1o Center. Long leland Ctty, 
New :Cor): . 

Ae algned Du ty w1tb 51gn&l Oorpo 
Pbotograpb l o ct•ter, WeaterD 
D1Tla1en, BeTerty B11lo , Callrornla 

Aal1gnoo Duty wltb S1gn&l oo.-pa 
Pllotosrapblo Center, Long 111ana 
Cltf , Hew :Cork. Enterea Maoon 
Genaral Hoap1ta l June '44 re~urned 
to aut7 Sept .. 'blr '44. 

Aoalgnaa tu Ft . Mon.ou~b, Ne w Jeraoy 
to undergo Reolaoa1r1oatton. 



'" 
Pobruary '115 

.&.oal!P'ed Sop&rat1on C.ntor, n. 8Dar1ci&D 
Ill1no1o. Re1o1vecl rroa act1Yo autJ. 

Dtochargoa rroa co .. tooton. 

Tho Signal Corpo Photograpblo 01v1o1ono 1n Long Iolancl Olt7 and 
SoyorlJ H11Lo oarr7 quootlonaDlo oonnotattono . l llyo 1n ilia 
vlc lnlty of Beverlr Hlllo and nave wortocl ln tho aotlon picture 
tncluotr y tor tbroo 7oaro. I na•• vorkocl unclor oo-. or tho 
ox-Photographic Dtvlolon Doyo. l boYo aot and tatted wttb a 
nu•ber or glrlo wbo worll:ocl u .. crotarJo at tlla Benrl7 BlHo 
Poot. It vao a loooo ono, badly aanagocl, vaototully aanagod, 
and aeeth1ng wt tb sew .. iwaxw1tb aotton picture .. D, wnoae war 
ac tlYltloo aaountod only to tbt phJilO&l otrort ln•olvocl ln 
donning a unlfora and an ortiooro ino181'1a. 

A groa t mny gooa t llingo ca .. out of thlo cll•lolon , but at 
thooo two particular pooto, tbt r ottonnooo ooo .. cl ln tho foro-ground. 
Bob, a oocond Lt. aay b&Yo a&clo a alot&to wbon ho potntocl out 
tningo that woron 't according to "HoJlo0 to blo ouportoro, but 
oan you wreak a aan'o l tro, olaplJ bocauoo bo puooo juclgo .. nt 
on a el t uatlon. At lout lllo rlght or !roo opoooh onould protoot 
hill. Ho oreatocl tear on tbo port or nto ouporlor offlooro and 
fina l ly an invootigatlon or tho Beverly Hlllo poot woe aado. 
It waa a eoDplete taroe and tn complete dlaoord wttb &raJ 
prooocluro • Tile lllgllor upo -god te ru 1t, oo oe not to s ot 
tbomo olvoo lnto trouble. la .. cltatolJ after tllo lnYoot1gat1on, 
thoro waa a qulot ob.trtt~ or poroonnoll 1n tbt Long Iol&nd &Del 
Bovorlr Hlllo Pooto . Bob o oupol'lor orttoor, who vao olooplng 
'"''1 ttl a married wo-.n wnoae twab&n4 vaa o••r ••aa wu abtpped 
overaeaa. tHIS M.fJI SHOOLD HlVE Ball "'' *"'*'" OQJR!MARrUL&D. 
(I ban a plcturo or thlo aan 1n bod vtth tbt voaan), 

Sob got a Blue dioonargo, In otbor vardo, tho sutlt7 pooplo 
got orr ooott rroo, While Bob, wno vao otlcklng up ror tho 
rlgbt t l lngo, vae gt .. n tile otlgll& attached to a B!uo dloobargo. 

For 4 yean, ••11:,.-·r 1 na-.e •••n Bob betog 'btl68•d down aore &nd 
more b7 tho ra•lttcattcno of tblo otl~D&· Ho'o loot oou r ago, 
lle '• Wrnod lnto a poJobopatblc I:Dz lJOr, bt '• loo1ng bu 
onaraot.er an4 1.n.t.esr1t.J, 1n abon, be 1a Dlrot.lo but net. t• 
t ho polnt or lt ortooting tllo haole qualltloo or nil alncl . 

Rorovlth lo a lottor (ono IOIIOng aanr ) u Senator .lclwtn .Tonnoon 
or C.l1rornla. I '• ouro that att.or roocllng lt rou wtll asroe 
t llat an lnto1Ugent alnd wroto t hlo lottor • 

... noxt paso 



• 
Da~ed Feoruary 25, 1946 

"The lnt.ent.ton o r The Congreaa to \nveat.1gate t.oe ctrcua­
st.ancea aurrounatng the eepa ration or members ot the ar .. d 
roroeo by vlr~ue or ~b "B! ue" aloonarge or "D1abharge vl~bou~ 
Honor" la a tttgbly OOIIMnd&Ue one. 

Al~bougb manr or ~n• dloobargeo or ~h&~ ao~ure g1ven ou~ 
were unuoub~edly Ju•~1 rled , ~bare alto .uo~ be aanr o&ae• vnore 
~ba~ ~ype of dlaCbarge W&e not JUI~1r1od. lbe d&.agO tO tne llYOO 
or t.he pe rsona woo rall Lnto tne J.&tter claaa OJ v1rtue ot ttle 
ooolal a~1gma ~na~ auob a 01oobarge plaoeo on tbom 1o untold. 
For tboae or ua who nola t.ne conv1ottou c.bat we unJuat.1rtaOl7 
recotved .a1.ach&rgea of tne abo~e-88nt1oned h&ture, Tb.e Congreaa' 
1ntent1o'n ootaea aa a new ray or hope. We need a group or people, 
rroe or natural projudloeo, ~o paeo Judge .. nt on ua. More, wo 
do not and cannot wtthln t.b.e l1111ta or reaaonaoleneea, aa &. 

!'he war ta ove r now ana lt. ta t.lme tb&t. tbe aoldler and the 
veteran bave re~urned ~o bl~ bll 1nd1v1dual r1gn~o. I oay tbat 
oeeauae 1n certain 1natanoea 117 rtgb.ta aa an 1nd1v1aual were 
violated bec&uae warttme prea aure and ~na1on made 1t neoeeeary 
tor 1nd1viduala to aubord1nate tbe lr 1nd1v1oual purpoaeo ~o the 
purposes or an ant1re group . On tbe otber band I don't bal1eva 
tbat a person, be he soldier or c1v111an, be 1t wart1ae or peace­
time, be denied ~no right bave &•.fair nearing wban lla tr.ly 
reela tllat Ilia rigbto ware vtola~ed beyond tne lla1to or numan 
deoenoy. 

I can't fu lly condom ~be type or d1aonarga I reoe1ved but I 
earnestly condem ~be lnoone1dera~1on and abuo1vo ~roat .. n~ wll1ob 
paved tno way and ~• 1t pooo lbla tor tbe Army to g1ve me 
euc u a dlaonargo . Tbe oaee ~hat tno AraJ haa on tile agalnat mo 
waa c onceived by uee ot PerJu red tee~l.ony, talae atatemtuta, 
ig-norance or Aray regulat.1ona , gro•• abuee or aooepted &c1mln­
lotrat1v• procedure• and tbe allowance or peroonal preJud1oea to 
~n1teat tba .. elvea aa otf1c1al retlao~1ono . Ttlooo are not Jus~ 
rat1onal1za~1ono. I am prepared and wtll1ng to preoent grapn1o 
ev1d&nca to bear tb.oe& atatementa out. Ieannot do eo unl••• 
I •• g1ven the opportun1ty. Tbe aray baa 1ndloa~ed that i~ 10 
no~ wllllng to g1ve me tbat opportun1ty. 

I abould llke to qual1fy tna otateaoen~ I made above ragard-
l ng t ba hrmy'a apparent apatby ~o my oituat1on. I oxerc1aad ~1 
rlgbt of appeal under l'ubHo Law ~1. .Pr1or to that I roquoo~od 
from Tbe Ad Jutant General' • Department oorta1n otr1oial oop1eo 
of rerorda •o wh1oll I vae and am enutlea (Reola801t1ou1on 
Board Report). Tile Adjutant Cloneral replied ~bat tlleae recorda 
were no~ ava1lable ~o me, wblo ll toatoro tile ldea ~be pooo1bly 
tbeae r ecorda are an 1ncHct.we nt •rtnat the perao1111 vbo oonce1Yed 
tb011. 'W1~bout tbeee recorda I be no bae11 from Wb1ob to dran 
my appeal , ao I reaor~ed to tno oozt beat ~blna. I cb&llen ged 
tbo 1ntegrltJ or purpooo or an ln90o~1&&t1on ordered to 1nvoot1sate 
certa1n ohargeo and acoueat\ono I aa4e wb11e ln~n. Serv1oo. I 
oould aex ror not oetter wt~n••• ~o au•~atn tnat CDa11enge tb&D 
tbe otfloer wbo conduoted ~llat lnveotlgat1on and wno na. &datt~od 
~o ~ ~nat be vao under d11reoo, ~bet a. vaa alreadJ projualooo 
prlor ~o t he 1nvooUga~1on ana tbat be ""4 p"vont.o4 DJ au. 
ouperto• orrtoor tro• ma&1~ a oom~••t• ~nveat1ga~1on. Tba Boara 
or Rartew apparen . lr aooon't beHove 1t 1Jil)or~~ aa u vno~bar or 
no~ tile lnvoot1gat1on vaa oarr1od out ~o tile boo~ 1n~re•ta or all 
concerned. Uo .. o•1on waa ll&do or tna~ 1nvoot1gat1on dur1ns tba 
proo••••• Wbl.ob. eeparat..ecS M tro• Serv1oe. 



I nave 4itacuaaed my ClUe wtth an ornoe r who llaa bad ror~y 
yeo.ra of exper1.ence 1.n t.ne ar11y. He ta t'acuu.ar wJ.tb t.be 
prtnc1pa la ln my caae and alae w1th tbe clrc~aatancea and ne 
ree 1.a ~bat t~e Army gave me a pretty "rotten~ de&l. I .ent1on 
that mere ly to gtve added weight to what I oav• a lready otated. 

I aon' t 'Want to appear a. " rao ole- rouaer .. or a "aal content11 

but I wou 1<1 llko a chance t o be heard. I wo ' 1<1 11ke to co.., t a 
naehlngton 1. ! I am encouraged and Wtl\ob I h.ave been &dvla eo to c1o 
a na ~tte~pt to settle the 1oaue aa to wlletller or not & amall 
group or people can 1nd1ct tile lntagr1ty and cbaraoter or a 
young orr1eer merely to prevent the>r own 1na<lequao1eo rroa 
oom1ng to tbe attention or b1gber autbor1ty. 

I stncerely request that. my pred1oamen~ be given the graveat 
cona1derat1on. To me lt la important, to ot hero lt m1gnt not 
be and poee1oLy I ml ght be abLe to ne l p othero too. I would 
a l eo greatly appreciate acknowledgement of the reoetpt or thla 
co mmun1cat1on and the c ont1rma t1on of any or no actton t hat 
wt l l ba taken upon 1~. 

Very a1ncere1y, 

Robert 'o'&gnar Brown 
(Robe r t Wagaer llrown, ) - 1C>4158ts, 2na Lt . , S1g C, AUS. 

The honorable Senator d1dn ' t even have tne oourteaey to anawer 
th1s. He could nave a~ leaat aent a penny poatcard. 

Mrs. Rooaevolt , I appeal to you · ror any &dv1oe you mtshL g1ve me 
or anything that you clgbt aee r tt to do. 

Tb1a boy, as you can see trom the lett.er, 1a 1ntel11gent. Tba~k 
God, hie mlnd hasn 't been atreote<l. 

I ~at can't a1t by an aaa a guy who could make a oontt1but1on to 
11~, ~topped on.a l l e1dea. He baa developed a aar1oua 
peraecu 1on oomp1ea. He can't get a Job. He 1• abbackled by 
t be at1 t hat baa ooae wttll tlllo meao. 

I have at.ways n.aa a great aeal or raapect ror yoll aa a •oman and 
a leade r. You were one or the women 1n the -bi~ Houaa "wbo d1d 
Lnt nga ," regard.leaa ot pUDi\o op1nlona. (Tbat aounda 11ka tbe 
t.ag end or radio Qu.1z entr1aa wharatn tne e ntrant pra1aee t.ne pro­
duc t) , buL belie ve me, .[ am a lncare. 

9860 l'too Blva. 
Apt. 1 
Lot Angeles, 35, 

Vary S1noarely, 

,.2~~r~~~41'?y 
c.urornla 
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