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· ttbe Ulnt\Jerett2 of ctbfcago 

Mrs. Franklin D. 
Hyde Park 
New York 

Roosevelt 

Dear Lire. Roosevelt: 

CHICAGO 8 7.1LUN OI8 

\ 

• 1946 

letters, and I have had the fullest co-operation of the White 

family in this project. Every once in awhile I quote from letters 

wri tten to him. In 194.3, the President, througll Mr. Earl,y granted 

.- permiseion to quote some of the President's letters to Mr. White 

in my book, 'l'he Battle Against Ieolation. I enclose these quotes 

which I already published along with some new ones that I would 

very much like to use in my biography of Mr. White. Could you grant 

me pexmission t o quote this material? It would help my biography 

immensely. 

Sine erel.y , 

WJ:ey Walter J ohnaon 
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l'biW'• wpport o.t talob ol \.be tr.eU.\1 a prop-a du.r1.Da 19)) • u lft\et'W.l..7 

reoehtd by Aoo~elt., 1lbo 'U'0\1 \.b4l 00\UI\1'7 eclhor t.hat •It elY•• • • ,.._\ 
deal ot pl•••ur• \o mow th&\ 7011 are • Utl ua l.D \heM at.r.uou. \:Lua .. - - • 
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at.t.ent1011 to •1•ut. I llaJI aet plet7 ot publlol\7 en7 Uu I n~~t lt. dot.nc 

connntlonal thine•• But beoauee it. •-ad to • • t.hat. ao.e ona ovcht. to lalook 

r.y anortll ot raae and Jo:y. I ban had Ill¥ tun •• 1 ftllt. alnna. And I auppoaa 

1 han paralat.od ;:ol1t1cal.J.:y, not 1n eplt.tl ot what -ad to te bed breake at , 
t.ba tlae, but bacauM UJ:>a hu aa,.rul y Juetitlad t.h•. 

llbita'e booet. t or La Cuardla ao ino.naad JohD H•Uton, t.ha bt.iooal 

chalman of t ha Republicen party, that Huilton retusecl to appoint llhlte •• 

t he Kaneae ... bar ot a new polio~ o~1Ltae on par ty &ftalre, Tba lanzaa Con-

areaalonal 6aleaation1 Alf L~1don , and the Ne~ lork Re? Ubllean oraan1zat1on 

ur&ed t he lfbJ.ta 11.ppolnt.Mnt but R..,U ton ratueed , eo-llt.&d White to Harbert 

lioonrc • •• • it ~c11oat.tla t he aenar,.l idea ot t he Ra;:>ubllcan oraenlaatlon 

t oward rauonall\y lltH.ral RapubJ.lcana. But -..yba I aa DOt raaaonabl)' J.lberall ,.l 

.U t.bo~ t.he Old Cuard IIIL&bt !tl• lUta hiai1 tba h l&h noaarcs in which 

fihi te wae bald b)' • &II¥ l oader a in .lomerlo&D lite and by the &.,eral public waa 

deaoD1t1·aud 1n Dec•bor, 1-137, •h• he underwut au o~rat.lon at t he M~o 

Cl inl.o. .l host. ot t.elaarua and letters duoedecl Upclll Roohaat.tlr upraniJIC hope 

hoped lib ita eoon would be baok at. hll arl tina •tor n all need to Jo& people 

into apae41n& up t.balr eTolut1ouai1 prooeea ot tbinkln~o . •2 .Durllil the nellt. 
\ 

year, oom.a of ~hlt.e'e eclitorlale 011 t.b4l llaw Deal .. paolall7 dall&bt.ecl the Prad- ~ 

dent, Ha wrote Whlte on June 14, 19)81 attar one &lloaptl onally abl e ona and 

ukad, •can•t you bribe the /In tori< .:u.u and l!tpl4 Tr11Npl to run tnu oo-
caeionall:yf • At tha &Dnuu llh!ta llou .. prua oontaranoe ot ~he Allarloail 8ocle t.7 

l, January l .! , 19)2. 
2. January 17, 19)11. 
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eon•entlooel t hin&•, But baoau .. 1 t •-ed to • • that aoee one 0\llht. to inooll 

a hot line.r , , • I doD't .. nt an1 rewa1'111 tor &7 u pre• tiona, •1 upla.iona, 

"''I 8llvrt" ot ra&e an4 Jo'/• I bne, bad 'Ill tUD aa I 'Nilt alon&• .&Dd I wppoee 

I haYe peroilted pol1t1cal.l'/, not in aplta ot what -ed to l>e bad breaks at 
)I 

the t1ae, but heco.•JH time hae aecerl,ll)' Jll.ltltied th•. 

llhlte' e booat t or La Ouerdla 110 1no~aed John H•Utoo, the Jat1onal 

obal=an ot t he Republlcan part~, that HQUtoo retuaed to a ppoint lbita ae 

t he Kanaaa .... bar or a new poliC'f O<Xtllllttll on party aftalre. Tba bneu Con-

&reaaiona l Ol l l&&t lon, All Laudon, and t ho New Iork Ra?ublicon oraacizet~OD 

ur&ed t he WbJ.te appolnt.aent but fl&:llUton refused, eo-nted l'lb ite to Harbert 

lloonrc • ••• it l.ndic.t.taa tbe aenar~ idea or t ba Rlpu~lican oraan1aat1on 

t oward naeor.u\,)1 llb<oral Rlpublicana, .Sut aaybe I .. 1>ot re&I<IDibl)' .liberal! ,.1 

.u thouah the Old Cll&%'11 mlaht cUaliU biAI, th• hi&h reaard 1n whJ.ch 

l'ibi ta na bald by llliDl loadora 1n kerlcan Uta and b)' t he ,.,eral pUblic waa 

deaonat.ra ted in O.cembor, l -J37, wh., ho uodanraut All operetlon at t he 11&}'0 

Clinic. I. bou t or telearue and letters deeoeoded upoc Rocbeetar uprasalna hope 

f'or l!b1 te1 r earl.)' reoo\'er:f, Pru1dc1; IU>oel\'el t, tor lnetanCMt, wiNd that be 

hoped lbl te aoon 'IOUJ.d be beck at hl.a wrltin" •tor we Ill need to Joa people 
. . 2 

into ap11din& up their eYolutiouary prooeea or Ulinkln~o.• Durlna the next 
\ 

yea.r, oome of ~hite•a ed1tor1ale on the New O.al upeoiall7 dall&bted the Preet• I 
dent. Re wrote ~bite on Juna 14, 1938, &tter one uoept l onaUy able one aud 

uked, •oan ' t 'fOU bribe the 11 .. lark :UU. and Hual4 TrUmpe to run tn .. ~a-

oaeionolly7" 4t the annu1.l l!bJ.te llouaa preea oontaranoe or the Amarl.c.~~ 8ociet.7 

1. JIUiuary 1.! , 19.)8. 
2 , J&nUI.r)' 170 19.)8, 
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t.hat. a better prepared GenNllly liOUld aoon laWloh a <Wvaat.ot.1ng blow at. 

tho woat.ern !:uropeon count.riea. U Ceraan,y aucceedold 1n de!eat.l.ng !'ranee 

and Eugl..and, t.he United Stat.ee wuuld bo faced wit.h a t r iumphant. Oeman,y 

1n the .-t.;Ut.nLic and a t.riu.alph.lont. Jaj)lll\ 1n Uw Pacitic. 

Vaey diet.urbing . too, waa the .. t.t.aok t.h.lot. nu .. ia laWlched on 

f J.nJ.and a hort.ly after 0.1'111&113 1 e daa~t.ion ot Poland, l'lh.ite' e e,711P&thia&t 

like t.hoee cf moat Awl.rlcana , wero detinitaly with Finland. The Gtl!t.!A 

l ent. o~dit.oria.l au;;port. t.o Herbert. Hoover• e F:lmlilb Relie! C:O.:.lliae1on, and 

- l 
n1>it.e urged the Amer ican p.oplu t.o help Finland ehort o! war. :'that. wu 

uot clear 1n \ 9J9 , but. which became ol>Yioua attar 0el"lll&ll¥ att.acUd Rueda 

in June, 1941, w&e that. lwaia U.au-.d etrategic out.poet.e 1n Finland Cor 

vrowct.ion ag&.inat. an lmovlt.abla 0el'IIIIUl uaault.. !lad Rueei& not. t.al:c the 

Karellan Iat.h£a.le trcw:o Finl.&nd and conetruat.ed de.L"enaive poelt.icne, IAAingJ'&d 

wuu.l.d ha va f allen to the Cel'lllMI\8 and the COIU'&O ot the war might. have been 

<lraatioally alt.orad. ~'inland waa 1n an impoe31ble position. l.oo<dera l..1.ke 

l:laron l.lannerheim had a paeaionate hatred of Rueeie and Rueeia, llftich onoe 

had controlled ~'inland, w&.s cons idered by . toat. Finna aa their nat.ion' o 

... oat. danl;eroua toe . l'lben Ruaei& &eked for baaee 1n 1939, ?inland felt. 

t hat it had no choice but to tight.. 

The E'aporic editor waa gravely concerned over the co.placenc7 

and apathy of the A.erie&ll people toooarc1 the epoch lil&king chanpe taktnc 

place 1n EIU'Ope. Praaidant Rooenalt , too, wae diat.rubed over thia ftl')' 

eamo probleut· "I need a raw help till. tho~~Bbt.a tree the philoeopher o! 

llmpori&, " he wrote I'I)Ut.e on Daouber l.l., 19)9· "• •• • Thill&• -with 

euch t.err1t1c a peed, t.h- dol7&, that. it. r ll7 1a ueent.1al to 118 to think 



-25-

in broader t.<trw- and, in etteot., to IO&J'D t.he AMrioan people t.bat. t.hq, t.oo 0 

ahould think ot poaaible ult.iut.e l"Hult.e in i:urope and the Far liaat.. h.,... 

!oN, tJlY aaae old !riend, tq problu 1a to get. the Aael'ioan people to t.h1nlc 

of oonoebable oonMquenoea without aO&I'ing the AMI'ioan peopla into th1nldng 

t.ha t t.he.r an going to be cir&gged into t.h1a II&J'o " 

Whit.e1a Np.l,y Nvaaled a puulad mind. He told t.ba Preaident. he 

raar.d that tha United St.et.ea would 011t.er the oontllct. •ret. I tear to 1'8-

main Wlinvolved," he quiolcl.y added , "letting the danger o! a poaoe ot ey­

ram\)' approach t oo nuar. Finland a.- to need ua • • • I auPPOae it' we 

can help the Alliea aurrept1tioual,y1 illicitl,y and down the alle7 b7 night. , 

we ought to do it. •1 

!'rom pl.aTf'right Robert. E. Sherwood ther., alao, - a letter till-

ed with concern over the internaUonal ait.uaUon. Sherwood wrote 11hite on 

December 11, l9J9, that he t hought it wu neceuaey tor the United !!t.at.ee to 

intenene in a tnilltaey Caahion to ane the WOJ'ld tl'ola the o•he1 t.T ot dOII1D-

at.ion by the dicta tore. Sherwood' • expnu1ve letter atil'Nd the ll£lAll. 

town editor. He thOJ'OII&hl,y agree~ that the dictatora hed to be defeated !OJ' 

the good of civilization. Iot, he did not CHl that he could raiee hia 

voice for militaey int.el'VenUon. He felt that be had no 'right. to tell 

young men that they had to lo.. tbeir ll vea. ()oo the other hand, tha wi.adca 

that be had acquired o'l8r aneney-one reare told hia that the agNMOr 

nation• had to be checked. • I haYa at.ood witb JOU in apirit.,• llhite wrote 

wan'• tear and doubt when it. c~• to UtUng 1q Yoiae tor war. • 
.Utbo11gh the ruture waa to reYaal that tbe Ax1a powen could not. 

1. Daceaber 22, 1939, 
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Vihite, al.ao, found hiuelf in o011plete agre....mt with the Nw 

Deal'• Good Neighbor Polley. Frcm hia om exper1enoee in Haiti, be bad 

seen at tirat hand eomething ot the hatred of the United Statea that ex­

isted in Latin America. Long before the United Statea had a Good lfeighbor 

Policy, White waa dellanding real*'t tor the righta of the Latin Allerioan 

nationa. 

The reciprocal trade tnatiea were atlll another illportant in­

gredient of Rooaevelt1 a intemati.onal pol1o7 that wu thorolllhl7 baoked 

b7 White. llhite1 a advocacy or the tracW t.Natiea aa a &eue ot ohloking 

economic nationaliu and u a atap toward real world peace elicited tl'OIIl 

Prellident RooeeYelt the following note on J&nii&J'1 2.), l940a "At thia 

critical time in world affaire it 1a tine to know that there are atzoonc 

Yoicea like youra which are w1111ng and read,y, irreapeotiYe of M7 part.iean 

oonaideration, t.o apeak out aounageoual.7 in aetenM o! aonet.ruot.in Uld tar-

aighted policies - policie• that ••k to buUd t.ha !Utw-e -lrar. or WI' 
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opponallta t.o ••• tblaa U.pi.q 1t. ott 81 ou41clate, • lhite upla1Decl 1D &l••l 

H1a fi&ht &&ai.Dat 11D.roc1 attracted uUoa-wlde att.eat.loo. lb• Preai~' lloo~ 

nlt aakecl hill t.o uplalD 11DJ'od1 a appeal, lblte npllecl1 • ••• He bu all 

the e.l•eota of dao&ar. He ••• a t.eDt W&lllllllt and lmowa the t.rioka of Fat.her 

Cou&hlln, Bua~ 1.0111 and IUl;r Sunde;r. He h a Dioe bl&lld of tbe t.hrH1 te.-

paraaeotall;r, 1Dtelleotua.ll11 aorall7 • • • He epaaka .. u, either oo t.ha 

radio or t.o ao audl•oe, aod 11 a at.rappi.q, h•""-• -~t.al.ktnc aan INOla ... 
lUte a aedlolDa 't'eDdor or a aoap-paddler. B1a nli&iAI\a• anal• 1a intenatlDI; 

Ba 11 a tour dean•• au~laptht, aon twl4-t.al thao Br7ao, beliwea in all 

tba propbaolu ot B.'t'elatlooa • • • One O&DDot. a s llaa that be 1a 4111hoDut, 

2 
He .really beliwu lt •• ,• Jl.oo..,.llt. wrote beak on .Tuna 141 19)81 that •• • 

•It. aouoda to •• lUte a alt.uatloo 1D wbiob tba Pnaident of t.be OnUecl Statal 

oaonot help , , • at leaat. tor the -•t. 

reallaa what. a -eotoua adah&1011 tbat ill 

lDowlD& T. R. aod F. D. R, ~ou wUl 

• • • • 

A.lt.hO\lCh liDJ'OCl waa defeated, ba did obt.alo 5.31000 't'Otaa. C1;rde llH4 

praised lbita1 a auparb h&II411D& of bla oaapalan, ao4 attar lhlte1 a death, Harold 

BamaoDd deolared 1D t.ha Oraat. Bead [laoa .. ] Hen\'1 t.bat all tha auloaiea our-

looked what be ha4 dOIIa 1D 19)8 t.o prwent. l&DMI troa the diqraoe ol l lDJ'od 

aa ISellator. 

The bate that llDrocS apnad did oot die aaaU;r. ~1"111& t.he tall a ... 

paian, Pa)'DI Rat.Der, .. publlO&D oao41clat.e for Qonmor, wu aubjeot.ed to ao\1-

B•it.lc abuaa 011 widel;r olrGillat.ed CIU"Cle whloh readt 

1. To Aroh larnu, Jaouar;r 29, 19)1. 
2. l'ciDa 101 19)1. 



To the Gyett.t office and to the homo CSJ:Ie cnaaeea of condolence 

f rom all over tho United States ~ fr0111 many other areaa of the tree world 
• • 

as •ell. President l!oosevelt wired Wra. White that "'ly heart &OU out to :you 

and .Bill in the l ose of a beloved huaband and tried, The newepaper 'lforld loeee 

one of ita rlseat and 11011t belOYed editors in the da.tb of ll'lll1am Allen White. 

He made the Ewporia QaMUe a national 1Dotitut1on, .A.a a lll'iter of terse, 

f orcible and Yieoroua proM, be was uneurpaeaed. fie eoobled the profesaion 

of Journalilllll which he aerYed with IIUOb unaelfilh deYOt1011 throu&h :~~are than 

two &core :years. To me his pt<BBini brilli• a real Mille of personal loae tor 

we had been the best of friends t or years. · lira. Rooanelt Joina me in t.'lia 

assurance Of de e;>est B)'lll)ath,)' , W 

iU.lo&iatio edltorlale appeared in peper after paper end Harold 
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