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Sllllll&hai - c hina. 

Daar lotad am, 

S ' ha1, 
15tb Je.n . lK&. 

This is t he story of a young Jewiab Retune, "'llo went tb.roi!Rh 
seven t errible veers or her4sll1Ps end uncertain; I don •t know whether you 
are interested in reedinR this l i ttle book, but since I lleYe no one in the 
stat es to whom I could open my heart end s ince you are , dear Madam or the 
same religion as I em, vou might be able to understand my position end 
perhaps eble ·to help me . 

Bnrn. I nee~lv reaxet it , on the 12th or werch 19?5 in Berlin, 
I spend my boyhood a lready in being hunted by organization s which would 
rat her have l iked it to see that I was •nt born at all. I att ended the Jewieb 
middle-school in Berlin , attar being kicked out of my former place of s t udy , 
"Tile High carman Reall School" because of my being member or s uch criminal 
raoe as Jewish. I finished school in 193\l after eight years or study . unable 
t o find any kind of work to assist my parents during_this herd times , I vo­
lunteered as a messenger boy for the Jewish Community . soon atter~~ds , our 
family consisting of my f ather , mother , s ister end me were given notice to 
move out of Germany within three weeks . One can •t imagen what shock we got 
after receiving this notice. They kept my father in police custom till ~~ 
were , with the help of the "Hioem" able, to emigrate to Shanghai. ·ve left 
Germany on the 28th of June 1939 and I told myself that I v~uld never set 
toot again on this part of the world. ( It looks liked I have to see it again , 
but will come to that l ater) . After having relaxed a littl e from the Naz i 
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bunt , we arrived in S ' hai on the 31st of July 1939 . Little money we had , we 
were forced to live i n one of the camps the committee had set up . It was 
ther e that my mother was affected by a nervous breakdown. We finally deci­
ded t o rent a smal l room, since mother would rather die then to live in 
the camp any longer . Poor deer, we did everything we oould to make Ute 
easier for he r . 1/.:J rather after being e des igner and manufacturer for Ladies 
Coats for 30 years , shifted over to night watchman , Ruth my sister worked 
as a waitress end me just out or s chool rouhd employment by the local Jewish 
newspaper . Everything seemed to be working a lright , although we sufterd much 
OlrinS to the uncertain future and the change of climat e. It was in winter 
t hat my mother had to go to hospital a gain as a result or heart trouble. 
Luck was against us , even in s •hei. Jl'ive weeks after mothers s)'ay in Hospi­
tal , Ded followed her with a lung-deseese. He went in a day before mother 
decided to come home ; he did never came out again. Heart failure, result 
of an operations released him of the future struggle of building up a new 
lite , ''le buried him on the 30th or January in a strange town of vmioh he 
had never dreamed to die in . During Dad •s and mother's stay in hos pital , 
Ruth found understanding in a Hungarian Doct or . Dad , in the days before 
death always l iked the young couple and use to make plena tor a wedding 
as soon as he would get well. After a long time when we finally got over 
the shock, they were married the happiest man to see it , unfortunately 
not present . That left mother and me a lone. Alt hough my brother-in-lew 
helped us as much as he could end although we bed, thanks t o God the r elief 
from the "Joint", it was now my turn to t ake Oad's place. I d i d the beat 
I could, worked as much as I could only l ooking t or the welfare o f rq mot­
her. But it was•nt enough. Mother this time ~6 years old, bad unfortunately 
assist me and want from off ice t o of{ioe trvio~ t o a•ll al1 kinds or t biDga . 
In 1942 , arter having saved a few do lara, ~1011 we lled out rr<i11 our da:u,-



I could attend a oourae in a Buaina .. OOll.e&e to lear~~ a pro t e18lOII. 
hed t he eight months oouraa ot Shol'tlwl4 , 'l'TPina IUI4 BoOkbepina 

with a good result and hoped t o tind a better Job . l ilt qain luok taUad 
me . The Pacific War broke out , and the ottioe "" I ha4 worked , bed to 
cl ose down . ',/o - near l,r a t the and. Little 1101147 "" had IIWlaced to .. .,. , 
was al l gone for studies . Llta was not hina t or M , A J'OWI& IIWl I waa, I 
was tfiJ.l or energy and hope to lUke good In lite and wllat I tound , Olll;r 
misery and setbaoka, Attar weeks or try I was at leat rewarded to beOOM 
an apprentice in a Ledie •a Handbag J'act ory , The owner, an Auetrian retuce• 
underst ood ~ position and with his kind help I waa able to rali et ~ mot her 
from going vendoring. Besides knowing a profession alread;r , I waa glad t o 
l earn this trade and did so tor the past three years t o the tull aatiar aotion 
or my employer . Dark clouds were hanging over the Jewish Oommunit:r, wben 
finall y on the 18th J'ebr. 1943 t he long talked procl amation o r seperat ing 
all Jewish retugges into the Hongkew Ghetto , want i n t o force. MJ' emplorer•a 
factory , s ituated out s ide the area had to remove too . Bmigen al l t hOse refu­
ge e's who after long and bard struggles had suo ceded in re-building their 
businesses ; a ll gone again . !!'aces went darl<er as the dead l ine for the removal 
into the District c~e nearer . I t was the bla ckest dey tor t he J ewish commu­
nity in S ' hai ; the dey one will never torget in h i s lite. \71th the help or 
a Chinese friend we ~~re able to change our room against a still a=aller one , 
but were happy to have it . It has probably come to your notice , dear !&adam, 
hb• this Japanese officer in charge or giving out pass es , in order t o go to 
town , has treated us . I don ' t like to refresh ~ memory about this time , 
it ' s so horrible every time I think or it I feel like loos ing trust in 
civilization . But life during this hard times , despite being r estr icted to 
t he area , know as "Designated ares", was •nt to bad. tly mother was r eeling 
bet ter and looked as everybody did , rorwerd to a quick peace . I t al l came 
over night . Receiving the news , everyone was so happy end gratefull; we Just 
could ' nt hold our feel ings . Happiness at lest was with everyone again. Be­
sides the gr eat joy or seeing the American troops marching in, we enjoyed 
much in seeing !.lr . Ghoye , The Japanese officer in charge or the District, 
receiving the bea t ing we had in our hearts pr omised him. tuck at last was 
with me , when I found employoent by the 8 'hil i Base command , as a Technical 
s upply Clerk, ATC . Before changing~ position, I finished the examination 
ot being a Handbag v.orker wi th the best result. I am now coming to the point 
of a forced return t o Germany . According to the winlstry of l!'oreign Affairs , 
all Jewish re:rugs es who came to s ' hal without the per mission or the Chinese 
r.overment , will be r epatriated beol< to Ger many. That means , all those , IUid 
most of the refugees have •nt , who came here without a vise will have to go 
beck. •,;hat that means t o me dear !!adam, I think you can g uess. Living again 
wi t h those people who gased and killed mil lions or Jewe ; wbo killed ~ last 
re l ations ie something I can 't get into ~ mind. In ~ opinion I r ather 
commi t suic i de than going baok to those people wbo once spit on me and oelled 
me a ·• Seu jud". Uy chances of going to the s t .. • • are null , since I han no 
one who could grant me an Aft ldavi t and going elsewhere, although UNRRA takes 
up registrat ion, I doubt it &QTthing oomes out or that . Well , I guess the 
yo ung capabl e Lather who really wanted to mal<e good in life will have t o 
wait till r epatriation and than, wall , Be will finish his lite a t the age 
o:r 20 . I therefore beg Of you dear Uadam, it it would'nt be possible that 
you might help me in order that I don ' t have to end ~ life; honestly I would 
do it 1f I find no other way . There must still be a Qod who hade un f ortunate 
people and I s incerely hope dear Madam, that Qod might have choosen you t o 
help me so that 1 might start a new lite wit h t he spirit, that GOd still 
l ooks attar people wbo nearly bave l9st faith in him 

Sincerely hoping that you might be able to hel p me , I remain , 
deal' l.!adam, 
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