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God grant me the serenity to accept
things I cannot change, courage to

clmngc tlu'ngl I can, and wisdom to
know the difference. ;

“01‘]! WLD never 'I."I.I.I'I'IEJ L.il II!I.EL I:mt mlmliﬂd Lreut fﬂmﬂr’d

Never doubted I:Ipul:ll would |:rrenk,
Never dreamed tImusl'l nsl:lt were worsted wrong woulcl triump]:l
Held we fall to rise, are ]::l.ﬂ]ecl to ﬁs]!tt I:Hrtte!,

Sleep to wlL:.'



The coming year is a challenge
to our best endeavors. As we
glide down the Western slope
May we have the Wisdom to
turn our defeats into Victories.
Here's to 1947! From your

friend.

Ruth W. Lawton
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“I said to life I have a grudge

You are no friend or I am no judge.
You are tln:f who stole away,

M]r denrlf treasurml yestutlny.

Life smiled and said tlmug]: that is true,
Value received was rendered you.

Fair trade it was,

So cut your sorrow

Have I not siven you tomorrow !

'If n]l our si:lips put out to sea

Aml never came as;in to me,

ﬁn& I :llnuln:l wntch from le to Jnr -
Then I should fashion one ship more
Of ]:rnLen Jtift—woocl frum tlm l]mrre,
And build it up with toil and pain

And send it out to sea usnin.'
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«aar Dr. m:

I never sald that older people
over their poeitions of power and
to . 1 said that they were
bound to do so; sooner or later.

;

I sm not at all sure that the Jounger ones
would do a better job than we have dome. I
only hope that they will profit by our mis-
takes and etudy our successes, but there is
no real reason for thinking that they will
do better in the long run wve have do

Sometimes I think oldef people cling %too
long to poeiltions -hi,x they hold and keep
the younger people out, when the only
that yourg e could poseidbly be fitted
to do the job is to come in and learm from
the older people.

As to the rehabllitation of older p

which you say you have given so much >

I 40 not know that you can make them over 1iI.
1ife hasn't done them over. If
harden into ruts instead of mellow N

-

g

and flexible, you will find oldar e
hard to change. I have never that

older people needed change on a mass socale
but perhaps you are contemplating a mush
more rapid change in ouwr form of

andl way of life than I am. In any ocase
am grateful for your letter and by youwr
interest.

Very sincerely yowrs,

Fw T, Y.
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CEDORGE LAWTOM, PH. D.
COMBULTINDG FEYOHOLO@IET
41 WEST B3wD STREET
MEW YORE B4, N.Y.

Detober 25, 1946 ¥

Mrs, Elsanor Roossvelt
Hyds Fark, New Tork

Dear Nra. Roossveli:

Spmeons has Just called my attention to & statement you mads that older pespls
should turn ever their positions of power and contrel %o young ones who presmmably
would do a better job of rumning the world., My informant may have grossly mis=
quoted you so that perhaps the rest of this letter is sntirely unjustified. DBut
asruming that your sentimsnts were mors or less coerrsctly reported, I should like
to somnd off a bit, 1if you dom't mind,

Of courss we have no proof that the world weuld be rum any better by young
than by older ones, ¥Yhat happened in Gersany whan 1t was dominated Hagl
led by a greup of mem most of whom, when they started out, were around &0 o
dossn't sesm to make the argument an alrtight ome. Of courss we have always
that 0ld men maks wars and young men fight them. I am pot sure that I eemld
it. ;

UL

or equi

Howsver, I sm willing to grant your premise that younger people ars bet
to run the world than older onss. Today there are 50 milliom peeopl
10 millicn are ovar 65. Im 1980 the pepulation over 45 will be twlee
that under 20, If it is true that with agiag we grow mors incompetent wi
social sconemic problems and pesitiens of political leadership, than we are certainly
headed for trouble. I think the answer 1s that we should prepars for the problems
which aging brings and do ewrything we can %o avert the memtal and smotiomal rigidity,
the living in the past, ths refusal to try anything mew. I dom't kmow how you fesl
about old age, tut I fesl that smch can be accomplished to prevent all the ubdesirables
charaoteristios of older people.

:
z
:;i
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;
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I think if the re—sducatlon and rebabilitation of older pecple wers universal through-
out thes conntry, thea we might be abls to say that positions of powsr, jJoba, opper-
tunities to be socially important,belong equally to every person regardlsss of his
age, color, religlom or sex, I think that's the caly doctrine a dsmocracy can
maintain,

I do not belisve in competitlon batwesn the old and young; I belisve in coopsration.
I think that sach has wuch to give the other. That is why I felt unbappy whea I
learnad that you falt the old should withdraw., That will only maks them mors of what
you don't like, They will becoms more resistant to changs, more an obstacls to |
social progress. I should like %o see aldar people become

social foree and I think through psychologloal rehabilitation that can be schisved
for great mmbers,




Fleanor Roossvelt IR October 25, 1946

I don't want to bother you with a long dissertation and I am writing this as a
very great admirer of yours and as a militant lideral politically. It is becanse
I think a large older population will be such a menace to American institutions
that I want to do something about changing them. If you are at all interested in
these ideas I would 1like,to examine them further at your leisure.

Please let me knov and I will instruct my pudblishers, the Columbia University Press,

to send you some books of mine on the subject. I wonld be very happy if you found
a moment to look at them and would then let me have your reactions,

GL:o I&; Zu—nri



Soir &l

THAraLOAm T-2549

GEOROE LAWTOMN, PH. D.
CONBULTING FEYEHOLODOIET
41 WESBT B2no BTREET
NEW YORK 24, M. Y.

December lst,1946

\V/’”(/

Dear Mras Roosewvelt!:

I was very glad to receive your recent
letter in reply to mine and to find that our area of
agreement is very great and that of d:l.ngrumn'a slight.
Rather than pursue the latter inadequately in a letter,
it seems wiser and 1t 1s certalnly a greater source of
pleasure, for me to send under separate cover one of
the firat coples of a fo ming book on the subject.
Since you yourself represent an outstanding example of
aging successfully, end need no lessons on the subject (and
I do refer to you in one of the chapters), I am hopeful
that our area of disegreement will decline to the vanishing
point once you get a chance to glance at the book's contents.

- P

Sincerely yours, !

Gt

el 2

PRI -
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