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/ FIRST PARISH IN PLYMOUTH
FLYMOUTH, MASS,
} 1620

b 5 July 1946

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt,
Hyde Park, N.Y,

Dear Mrs, Roosewelt,

My attention has recenmtly been called to your columm in the Ladies Home
Companion, July issue, in which you answer the question of the wisdem of a elergy-
man actively partieipating in a blood test for sylphilus, Your negative answer
is just about the only time I ever recall differing from your opinion, Let me
suggest that the church and its elergy do have a soeial mission, and that the
liberal culture does have a liason with the liberal church, which can make a
most vital team, Religion in a wacuum is of 1little merit, and religiem which
ignores the world and the attitudes of people in the world s in its missiong
if it makes any pretext to the Prephets-reformers of the @14 Testament, or to
Jesus, who concerned himself with the status of prostitutes ik the New Testament.

From the time of Jesus until the present, (Indeed, Hosea may be a better
starting pojnt), a social religion has had to concerm itself with the mock morality
vhieh ¢loaked all reference to the so-called soeial diseases. Where is a better
popular point in our culture to break down the mock r‘:‘nﬁ which is the ¢ % 4
hinderance to the conquest of thess dread disemsest i< . e :

I write this letter as one who h-u-rlhu?-mmr s in the
highest esteen, Tou undoubtedly do mot recall, but I remember vividly the reception
to you at the Hotel Btatler in Boston, on the cccasion of the imelusien of the Russian
War Relief in the United War Fund, and I mentioned to you that the previous year I
had rdn a one man campaign to have you nominated for the Presidency, TYour talk
about your trip te England has steod ocut im my mind as memorable, and your gracious-
ness was unsurpassable,

At that time I was a minister in Natick, and shortly entered the Chaplainey,
serving for three years with the Army Air Forees, Now, I am situated in this oldest
astive Protestant church in America, founded by the Pilgrims,

I would like to have on the walls of my study a selected few pictures of the
great human spirits of our day, and I wonder if it would be teo much of an impos-
ition to ask you if it would be possible to have a picture of you with your signature?
If 1t would be possible to have a picture of you with our late great President,

I would cherish that the more,

I rejoice at your contimmed public service with the United Mations whose

stadility, strength, and growth we must all contimue to work and pray for, té
the end that mankind's most cherished dreams may be fulfilled,
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