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BElfltY M ORO&If'T84U, .JW. 

wrs . Franklin D, Roosevelt 
Apartment 6-A 
29 washington Square We•t 
New York 11 , New York 

Noyember 18 1 1946 

Re; :rr~klin D, Roouyel t 
Memorial ~oundetion 

Dear Eleanor; 

For your information I am enoloeing blre­with a report ~iob I reoetved troa Prpfoeeor Allan Nevins atter,our last meeting on November 7th. 
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November 8, 1946 

Dear Mr. Morgenthau: 

I am instructed by Morison, MacLeish, Sherwood, and Miss 

Pierce (I should add Miss Tully) to give you the conclusions we 

reached on Thursday afternoon . They were about as follows: 

1. We decided that it is of the firat importance to 
engage for an indefinite period, wbioh will certainly be two or 
t hree years and may be much longar, a man of high abilities, 
established reputation, know sympathy with President Roosevelt's 
purposes, and it possible some acquaintance in the Roosevelt 
circle, to collect material on .the late President and his 
Administration from the many hundreds it' not thousands of people 
who can furnish it; to persuade important members or the 
Administration to place their papers in safe custody, preferably 
i n t he Hyde Park Library; and to take systematic action to obtain 
first-hand reminiscences from those associated with Yr. Roosevelt . 

2. · It was decided that in 811 probability no highly­
qualified young man could be induced to interrupt his career for 
e post that would be temporary , and that the best course will be 
to look for a vigorous and distinguished scholar, college president, 
or writer who is at or near the retirement age. 

3. Attar canvassing several names , including J'reclario 
L. Paxson and G~rge Fort Mi.lton, we d•cided that the person in 
this category wbo is best qualified is Charles K. Merriam of the 
University of Chicago. He is very vigorous , has recently retired 
from teaching, and was a warm New Dealer. He knows many of the 
important men in Roosevelt's following. Uiss Pierce, wbo i s well 
acquainted with him, thought he might be enthusiastic over the 
position. We agreed that it you , Yr. Walker, Judge Rosenman, and 
Mrs . Roosevelt approved, he ought to be invited to take the post. 
There is no question that he and Dr . Buck, the National Archivist, 
would get on well . 

4· It was thought that such a man as Dr, Merriam ought 
to be paid $12,000 a year, with the right to draw up to t5 , 000 more 
for travelling and entertai.nment expenses; and that be would have 
to have secretarial assistance and perhaps a research helper. We 
hoped that Mr. Walker would be able to find enough money to make 
a total fund of about $25,000 a year available . Dr. Merriam would 
of course be expected to put aside all other 'M:>rk an.d give his full 
time to this position . 
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5 . Vie egreed tbat H would bo well if you rooo11111ended 

to Dr . Buck thet tbe trustees ot the Rydo Park Library bo appointed 

an od,iaory board to Dr . Buck on tho administration ot that bre.nob 

or the National Arobivoa . 

6 . Wo would llka to request you to tre.namlt tboae 

rlodlnge to Mrs. Roosevelt, Ur. Walker, &n4 Judge Roeenmao. I t 
tor any reason l.lr . Merriam. ls not app:rOYtd, or cannot aooept, our 

group con reoommond other names. 

Cordially your a , 

Sgd: Allan Nov ins 



-f THE WHITE HOU~It 
WA. HIHO TON 

I 
Dececbor 3 , 

Dil.Ur Lrs . Ro03ovulL: 

·rho flres.hlunt. !lokod me to W"rl.t.o t..o you 
la'l r L.fercol::'l t,o ~r ) (tt.t.~r ot !Jov~,~oJibt.r twcu t.y­
f1fth , .. ,lGGOSL.irtll t.tn t. lin . llunr·y L:or g.:mt.hau , J r ., 
l .. n COJl.:JidttJ'lld t o1• ;l}'J.V1 ut.IIIC)nt. l.o t ho vo.cancy on 
t.hc bo.lo~.'\1 of t.rouLl!uO of t.ho llbra •·:r at. Hyde P3rk. 

I l1;1vv m.:Wo 11'\(llllry ond t W t.ha t. on 
/.pr ll 15, 19-llG a cou..ieslon l'iOO b;..ued to Uonoral.ll e 
J;:,ce!S h . lrlndh, t.t•n Do&n ot t.hc I.Dw School or 
l..t..rvuN Univer51ty, oncl no• Ct~inr-.a.n ot t.ho Civil 
,;tirotWU.t.i,:.:. ~J t.O GUCCt.O Uarry lfopld.J s . Tbe 
ott~r t.rust.ccs, be~Wvu t.ho Ar'\:b1vl.ot. or u.e Uolt..cd 
.:a.-t.es a.n.i t.l~ :iocntt..aay ot t.ho Treasury are : 
Ur. i.M:»rbou, JoJ:dp Rwerwau , Lvc J 1Ccnnor , and 
l-"rauk !'!t.lkc.r . The reconls ho N aho;r 110 VllQt.cy. 

t\.:.u~ 
WlU,IAU U. i!ASS~Tr 

Jt~crutVI'Y t.o t.ho Prooident 

l.!a·s . r'J.".l;aklJu 0 . noo:aovolt., 
Apnr t.n::mt. 15-A, 
29 . .a:shiJ\!;to.ta SqiiO&"':t u(l;;\. , 
' ''-w Yor-k lt, H. y . 
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