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HENRY MOROCENTHAU, JR.

#03 MADISON AVENUE, WEW TORK IT,¥.7. NURBAY B g-0303

November 18, 1946

Mrs, Franklin D, Roosevelt »
Apartment 6-A

29 Washington Square West

New York 11, New York

Re: Franklin D, Roosevelt
Memorial Foundetion

Dear Eleanor:

For your information, I am enolosing here-
with a report whioh I received from Professor
Allan Nevins after ouyr last meeting on November
7th.
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November 8, 1946

Dear Mr. Morgentheu:;

I am instructed by Morison, MacLeish, Sherwood, and Miss
Pierce (I should add Miss Tully) to give you the conolusions we
reached on Thursday afternoon. They were about as follows:

1. We decided that it i1s of the first importeance to
engage for en indefinite period, which wlll certainly be two or
three years and may be much longer, a men of high abilities,
established reputation, know sympathy with President Roosevelt's
purposes, and if possible some acqualntance in the Roosevelt
cirecle, to collect material on the late President amnd his
Administration from the many hundreds if not thousands of people
who can furnish it; to persuade important members of the
Administration to place their papers in safe custody, preferably
in the Hyde Park Library; end to take systematioc aotion to obtain
first-hend reminiscences from those asaocciated with Mr. Roosevelt.

2. It wes decided that in all probability no highly-
qualified young man could be induced to interrupt his ocareer for
a post that would be temporary, and that the best course will be
to look for a vigorous and distinguished scholar, ccllege president,
or writer who i1s at or near the retirement age.

3. After canvassing several nemes, including Frederie
L. Paxson and George Fort Milton, we decided that the person in
this category who 1s best qualified is Charles E. Merriam of the
University of Chicago. He is very vigorous, has recently retired
from teaching, and was a warm New Dealer. He knows many of the
important men in Roosevelt's following. Miss Plerce, who is well
acquainted with him, thought he might be enthusiastic over the
position. We agreed that if you, Mr. Welker, Judge Rosenman, and
Mrs. Roosevelt approved, he ought to be invited to teke the post.
There 1s no question that he end Dr. Buok, the National Archivist,
would get on well.

+ It was thought that such a man as Dr. Merriam ought
to be paid $12,000 a year, with the right to draw up to $5,000 more
for travelllng and entertainment expenses; and that he would have
to have secretarial assistence and perheps & research helper. We
hoped that Mr. Walker would be able to find enough money to make
a total fund of about $25,000 a year available, Dr, Merriem would
of course be expected to put aside all other work and give his full
time to this position.
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5. We agreed that it would be well if you recommended

to Dr. Buck that the trustees of the e Park Libr be appointed
gn advisory boerd to Dr. Buek on the ministration of that branch

of the Netionel Archives.

6. We would like to reguest you to transmit these
findings to Mrs. Roosevelt, Mr. Walker, and Judge Hosenmem. If
for eny reason Mr, Merrlam is not epproved, or camnnot ecocept, our
group can recommend other names.

Cordielly yours,
Sgd: Allan Nevins
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V' THE WHITE HOUSE
WABHINGTOM

i

!
Decembor 5, 1894& ;

Doar Lrs. Roosevelt:

The President asked me to write to you
ia reference to your letter of Hovembur twenty-
fifth, mgpesting tlat Lirs. Honry EBorgonthau, Jr.,
Lo considered for appointment to the vacancy on
the board of trustees of the library at lyde Park.

I have made inquiry and find that on
hpril 15, 1946 a comdssion was issued to Honoralils
James kb, landls, then Dean of the law Scheol of
ligrvard University, and now Chaiyuwan of Lhe Civil
heronautivs Board, to succeed Harry lHopkins, The
other trusbecs,; besides the Archivist of the United
States and the Secretayry of the Treasury are:

1

- lp, Horison, Judge Rosenman, [ve U'Connor, and

Frauk Valkers The records here show ue vacancy,
Very sincerely yours,
Al fauag™
WILLIAL D, HASSETT
secretary to the President

lirss Franklin O, HRoosovelt,
Epartmont 15=4,

28 mshington Square Vest,
licw York 11, H. Y.

/-]/IAM#\.‘ i ’




	0001
	0002
	0003
	0004
	0005
	0006
	0007
	0008

