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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADV.NCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE

ST.ATEMENT OF SPECLAL FUNDS

MARCH, 1946

MONTHLY CUMULATIVE
BUDGET 3 Mos,
Adlar Tmtl hmﬂ.. .-----I ""'":I'--l.‘-- ------ ﬁmlm
Bequest Reservessssssess 1,050,00 - 1,050,00
Life Membership Reunrvq 225,00 —————— 1!150._.00
Branch State Conf, Tax, 820487 - ——— 1,332,10
$2,143,87 33,9768,60

EXPENSR

Scottsboro Committees,s $41400  —mm=ma- £13e,00

Brench State Conf. Tax. 4,858,70  $250,00 4,656,70

34,697,70 $250,00 $4,792,70

=




INCOME STATEMENT

MARCH, 1946

MONTHLY
BUDGET

Branch Memberships & App..$14,646.32 v15,000,00
Qontr. liembers at Larges... 2,268.61 1!5:551_.&0
Armed Foroes ﬂnptrihgtignf 119?50 2,100,00
Christmas SealS.sssssscsss 995,04 i
Interests & DividendS..ese S ant s
Branch Contr. to Travelss. 124,88 — ==
Voterans' Survéyssessessse 120400 e
Buttons SaleSscesseesseass 99,88 —
Literature SaleSsessesvare 3184 .
Life Membership Incomesses == == 583.34
Accounts Recelivablesssssss 1,032,00 W o
Crisis Bubs, (@ 1,50 P??J? 4,042,155 ﬁ,ﬂﬂﬂ-ﬂﬂ
Miscellaneous INOOME.,ssss BBT7, 68 M

$23,747.88  $27,000,00

OOMPLR,TIVE INCOME

Adotual, 1946 $83,747.88
Budget, 1946 27 ,000,00
Aotual, 1945 26,425,19

NATTONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED FEOFLE

Slhﬂ.

$27,815,05
5,096,411
2,036,15
4'258?29
1,772,407
319,68
476,00
142,38
118,62
B;BE?;EE
6,270,45
;;EEE;EO

$52,628,88

ha,_.m.aa
B1,000,00




NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE LDV.NCIMENT OF COLORED PDOPLE

LXPENSE ST..TEMENT

MARCH, 1946

MONTHLY
: BUDGLT

Salariaﬂ..............310,&14.40 $11,B?2.5O
Subsidies to Branch 1
Lxecutive Saurutﬂriaa. - mm—- - 375,00
BEldg, Haintohanos (6 ° ;
HﬂnthB-]- SAFESFRIBERAGE == mem= e Eaa.aﬂ
Postage (Curront & FPro-
Paid}liilillilbliili-l 1-,&55;?3 'Eﬁﬁ;ﬁﬂ
Priﬂ-tiﬂslp-ll-vjtqqqln.? 255,00 1.259‘.00
Telephone & Telegraph. 830431 333,30
Statlonory & Suipliﬂs; 48,58 416,87
Furnituro & Iquipment. 375483 125,00
Books, Howspapors,Subs - ) 41 460
Tr&?ﬁi..;...;-.;..!r:t 1.55?-:31 Eﬁﬁ-ﬁ?
Studont Conforoncceess — — * B0.00
Crisis Subserip Eionﬂ.. ——— =— afuaa.aa
Loadorship T, “onf..a Cm—— - 125,00
BullotiNiesesssececses ;686,37 3,000,00
Overhoad, Gen, Exp,ote 1,6840,88 901,86
Taxcs--Fod. ,5.5. ,Tnom- !
ploymonitesssessnannas - === == 216,66
Fan-African Conf,..es - mm= m- 166,66
World Youth Confesaas - mme - 25200
Washington Burcalssss 214,68 500400
Votorans' Burcfus.ses 139,59 41,680
Wost Coast Rogs Off.. 163,89 B83.30
Partioipation in °
alliod aotivitioseees | - B34
Jnnual Conforoflc.sas —— - 166460
Ent"-:rtaim‘:ntinltiir! 1-25 EE!EG
Modical Committodsess == 416480
Spoelal Roscarohessss © 364281 100,00
Momborship Compalgn.. 2,359,289 583,33
Nominating Committod, = === == 20,
acoounts oolvablo, | - - -

SWEEOT STIOT

COLP.R..TIVE LXFENSE

pen i S
o :
Lotual, 1945 a.;.u.aﬁ

CUMULLTIVE
8 los.

{28,897,27
800,00
2,400,400

3,126, 42
2,471,93

1,528,79
2 6284287
1, 15? 81

6l:84
4,455.15

& DGG-OD

11,368,535

3,461,020

927,92
584:15
367466
433,14

208,00

104,55

535
3,874,770

-
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NAT1ONAL ASSOCIATION' FOR THE
ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED FEOPLE

Minutés of the Mgeting of the
‘Board of Directors

April 8th, 1946

The regular meeting of the Beoard of Directors was held in
the offices of the Association, 20 West 40th Streeg,New York City at
4330 o'elock pursuant to notice..

Present: Messrs. Chalmers, Ggnnett, Hall, Hammond, Holmes,
Lewis, Singleton, Spaulding, Spingarn, Tinsley, Wright, Tobias,
Tonay; Mpss Alexander, Miss Cuthbert, Mps. Spingarn, Mps. Fenderaon;
the Secretary, the Administrative Agsistant (New York Office), the
Agministrative Assistant (Washington Bureau), Assistant Special
Counsel Perry, Carter, Williams, tho Secretary of Veterans Affalrs,
Assistant Fleld Secretaries Jgnsen and Smith, the Director of 2
Branches, the Membership Secretary, the Youth Secrefary, tho Assistant.
to the Director of Specilal Research and Qliver Harrington.

. Regrets: Mgasrs. Cabot, Cppper, Dnﬂi, Dickerson,Falconer,
Crllagher, EEgr-Ias Houston, Norman Houston, Jackson, Jayne, ~  *.
LaGuardia, MeClendon, lMurphy, Randolph, Hedmend, Smalls, Steoele,

.'Taggart, Miss Ovington, Mrs. Roosevelt.

MINUTES OF THE ‘MARCH MEETING: The minutes of .the March

+ meeting werc opproved ae malled Outes -

. SECRSTARY'S REPORT: The Secretary's Report was approved
aa sent out with additlion of the following items:

# PRESIDENT TRUMAN'S STAND RE P TAX: At o news con=
ference in CHICagD,,Prealdent FPunen sfaﬁﬁ That repeal of the poll
tax must be left up to the stontes. The Secretary read s wire from
the Natlonal Committee to Abolish the Poll Tax asking the As-
sociztion to wire the Presidént to reconsider his.shocking stand.

Upon mbtidn, duly seconded, it was - e . e
VOTED, That thé Assoclation should wire the President re=-
questing that he reconaider his stend on repeal ef the poll tax.

CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN SSE UNION AND THE ASSISTAND

The Sgcretary reported that there wes correspondence betwecen the
Agsistant Secretary and the Soelal Service Employees Union which he
requested permission to refer to the Committeo ich was set up at
the March Board meeting to negotiate with the union. This pumllll.#
wns granted, and report is to be made at the next Board meetinge

1946 CONFERENCE: Tho Secrstary requosted authorizat n te
estoblish = pre=conventlon resolutions cemmittee to m-t«éim. ;
New York or in Cincinnatli prior to the tenfercnces This committee 5

L] 1
bk {




- fn
should be made up of members »f the National Offlce, the Board and
remresentatives of the branches te draft tentative resolutions for
oonsideration by the Confersnce Resolutiena Committee. These
resolutions would not be binding on the Cénference but simply B i
auggestionsid !

Upon motion by Mrs Lewis, duly seconded, it was 4
VOTED, That & pro-conference resclutions committee be author-

lzed. b
Upon motion by Mrs Lowis, duly deconded, it was
.VOTED, Te sutherize .the setting up & preliminary credentials
compittes which coyld make at least a partial report of credontials
priop, tp thl_a conforencd, in ‘srder to maké the task simpler for tho
credont_!.a}_a committee of the conference. = .

t

gﬂ%IADELPHIA BRANCH: The Secretary reported that the charges
;- preferred ageina o Frealdent of the I‘hiléaalgtnairnnuh had bean
malled to:the President in accordance with .the Conatitution and.
there hbhve been a deluge of lotters from both .slfes of tHe fig

. eontroversys The recommendation'of tho’ Legal Dapartmerit-is that
thore' 1s insufficlent legal bamis to warrant our declafing the
gresidency vecint and ordering ® new election and o conference should
be arranged betwaen representatives of tho Natlonal Ogfice, the
officers of the Branch and tHe complainants in an £ffort to iron the

Cl

matter out. g
Upon motion, duly secended, it was
VOTED, That Mr. Marshaell and Miss Baker be suthorized to go to
Fhiladelphia st the earliest: possible time-whioch .18 .gonvenlent to
~apnfer with the two opposing facticons and endeavor to'lrom.out the
difficulties. T

e T

INDIANAPOLIS BRANCH: The Secretary reported thgt the reply
“from Lowell Trice,.frosldent of the Indlenapolis Branch, had been re=
peived only o fow mtum._hafq‘a- the Board meeting; that the Legal
Depdrtment had sxamined the' reply 'snd had found. 1t not responsive to
tho charges made agninst Mp. Trice:and sent: to'him in,accordance
with tho Constitution; snd that the reply dpes not! answer.the state-
ments included in Mr. Theodore Berry's Teporton his fnvestigations
It 1s therefore the recommondation of the Committes on Avministratien,
the -L=gal Department, and:tho Se¢cretary that Mr. Trice be romoved aa
Preaident .of Indianapolls Branch and thatthe branch be suspsnde
ed ponding recrganization by 'a representative.of the Naticnal Office.

- Upan motion, duly_seconded, it wns ‘ i
VOr'ED, Thot the Presidgncy of: the Indlanapolis Branch be de= -
clared vacant and the Branch be sugpended-psmding reorganization by
& representative of the National Office . - ‘...,

e e

; FRRTMERT JUSTICE RE ¥ : On April 5th, 'Solieltor
Ganang Lﬂ%«-ia 7. %Ehﬁ" Tasued % gttaqnnt- that the Justlce: Departe- .
mont would prosecute " any stnte or party officlal who attempts to .
prevent s psrson from voting because of ¢olor® in‘a primary or '
neral olegtions *Sounthern mnpn?u the next day carried articles
whish the Stabe politlcal partiss defied tha ruling of the
Tl Skt BRI R i P T e 1 K
W L =y wd _' .__L_I.__,-l..._; |t
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Junacu Department, saying it would not affsct eloctions in thelr
atetos

The Sacretary recommended thot the Association commend the
Dgpertment of Justice on its stand.

Upon motion, duly seconded, it waa

VOr7D, That the Assoclation commend the Dgpartment of Justice
on its stand on the matter of votlng.

Upon motion by Mrs Lewis, duly seconded, 1t wes

VOTED, That we ask other large organisations to sond similar
letteras or wires of commendsticon and support to the Dgpartment of

Juatice.

SPINGARN MEDAL COMMITTEE VACANCY; Duc to the death of Dpe
Nallason, there 18 a vacancy on plngern Modal Award Committee,
the term of which expires July 1, 1846

Upon nemination by Mpe 3pingorn, 1t was
VOTED, That Mp. Hanry Ae Wolloce be elocted to fill the vacancy

on the 8pingarn Medal Award Committee.

VACANCY ON THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS: Dre lellson's death leaves
& vacancy on the poard o rectors alsos \

) Mps Spingern nominated Dre Prank Pe Graham cof the Univeralty
of Nprth Cprolina to f£4111 this vasancye Mr. Hammond nominated Mpe
Pnlmer Webber of the Folitical Actlon Committee of the CIO, who has
been working with the Assocciation in recent weeks on various matterss

It wos VOTED that Dpe Fpank P. Opoham bo asked to f1ll the

vocancys
It was VOTED, that if for any reaeson Dre. Gpaham cannot ac=
cept, Mpe Palmer Webber be asked to serve con the Board.

GAYLORD CONTAINER CORFORATION STOCK: Mras Marion Ce. Inger=-
scll gave G0 Che Assoclntlon three shares of Gpylord Container
Corporation stock which is to be scld ond the proceeds divided be=
twoen the Assocclation and the NAACE I..atgzl Dafonse and Educotional
FPund, Incs This calls for a vote of Boorde g

Upecn motlon, duly seconded, 1t was
VOTED, That the three shares of Gaylord Contalnor Corporation

stock presented to the Associoticn by Mpse Marion Ce Ingerscll be
sold when properly signed by Arthur B. Splngarn, President and Walter

White, Secretarys

BILL F?' E%&a% on E%; Naw York Clty councilman

3tenloy lsanca w uce o 1 satting up & Commisslion on

g:ﬁr_r. The Secretary recommended that the Agsceiation endorse such
L]

Upen moticn, duly seconded, it was :
ED, That the .ssociation endorse the bill setting up a

Commiassion on Upnlty in New York Citye
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CITY-WIDE HALRLEM %: The fifth annual Clty-iiide Harlem
Week w ¥ o June lst when an intensive campalgn is con=-
ducted in order to focus attention on the specific needs of Negroes
in Maw York City and on meamsures that can be taken to eliminate the
mdst flagrant causes of intergroup tension and conflict. The
Spcretary recommended that the Association join in sponsoring City=-
Wide Herlem Week.

Upon motion, duly seconded, 1t was
VOTED, That the Asseciation would join in sponsoring City-
wide Harlem %eeks

N/TIONAL COMMITTEE TO ABOLISH THE FOLL TAX: The Secretary re-
ported That tho Maticnal © ee Lo ,Collsh -the Ppoll Tax hes been
doing & good job; they have lined up 1 Senators to vote for
nlntures Howover, thoy nocd money to cary on the gnn‘g&iﬁm His
rocommendation was that tho Agsocietiorn cmtribute ¢250.00 to the
Commlttoe.

Upon motion by Mp. Hammond, dul: t.conded, it was
VOrED, That tho .ssocimtion contribute $500.00 to tho work
of tho Nationel Committeo to Anolish the Foll Tax.

. WALLTER WHITE WORK SCHEDUIE: Tho Sccrctary requostcd ef tho
Roord That ho be glven cuthority to work four days & wock, having
Fridays snd Seturdays off beginning sbout the 15th of /ipril. This
requost was medo booause ho hos boen aaked by e publishing housc to
writc an sutoblozraphy which must bo finished by Septembers Tho
Scerotory pointod out that though hc works a shorter wock, he will
not work fowcr hourss.

Upon motion, duly sceondod, it waa
VOTED, That tho Secretary to bo granted authority to hove Prl-
doys ond Saoturdnys off ns roguosted.

PROFESSCR RALFH H/RLOW: A .lctter from Profossbr Horlow in
which B told of hls work In Grecce and cxtondcd groctings to the

Board wos roods

EOLUMBIA, TENKESSEE sgmﬂ'%ﬂﬂ: The Scerctary roportod on tho
rcsent stotus o o columbla, Tonnegsce situstion. .. Notiomnl
itigone Committooc haos becn sct up for the purpeso of rolaing funds
ond publieizing the truth of tho matbter. 4 nctionnol Sgeering

Committoe is beoing solocted to serve in on ndvisory capacitys Tho
chiof nims orc to defend the Nggroos indicted, nttompt to sccurc
punishment of tho ronl culprits, to socuro finanecial rostitutlion for
dostruction of property of the ﬁugrmn nndtgﬁnionl injury, nnd
awnken Smorlce to the dongers inboront in typo of situation.

Thirty-one Nggrooa have ben indicted. 4 fcdoranl grond {uﬂ' I
wns to bogin henrings en .pril B8th, The Spoeial Counsol will bo in
Noshville as soon ns he finishcs thoe two franchisc cosces which ho [

i;ﬂ txgigg in Louisionne. Tho ensos will go to triol somowhorc obout

Tho Sceretory rocommondcd thot tho Eoard invito Mesars. Weover

;|
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and Looby to meet with them at the next Board meeting If the progresas
of the case permits thelr leaving. ' ;

Upon metion, duly secended, it was
VOTED, That Mesars. Waaver and Locby be asked to meet with %he
Bpard in May if the cese permits thelr leaving. .

It was reported that the Sgeretary speke at mect in Columbia
and Chorleston, South Cproline and the intorest in the Columbla
altustion was very high« Dps Toblas spoke at a meeting in Wyshington
whero $500.00 in cash was raised and §1,000 in pledgess

Mps Oliver Harrington was introducod as the person doi
gpocinl publiclty en the cases Pamphlets have been writtem which
ro now being printed. Mp. Harrington is working en getting the
story dramatizod over the Columbla Work Sheops A movie om matter
is slso being explorcds

NEW FIELD WORKER: Mp. Rufus Smith, %the now Asaistant Flold
Sacretily, was Introduced te tho Boafd. .

CONFERENCE ON UNFINISHED BUSINESS IN SOCIAL LEGISLATICN3
It wos ropor a nesocliation 8 been reguestc ¥ Mias Helon
Hall of tho Henry Sgroot Spttloment to jJoln in a Cenferenco on Une

finished Businsss in Seelal Legislation. The idea wos originally
eoncocived by the Netional Federotion ef Settlements ond 1s now boling

_ sponsored by o number of large notional orgoniza tlona. The Cenfer-

once will be held Moy last ond 2nd in Washington. Spenassring organis-
.zationas will be required to contribute up to J100 toward expenses of
the confereance.

Upsn motion by Mpe Lowls, duly scconded, 1t woa :
VOTED, Thet the NAACP scrve na sponsoring orgaonization ond
appropriate a sum of not to oxceed 100.00 toward exponses.

WELC OME EEG WEEK; The American jasocintion for the United
Netions, InCs ROVO ﬂ&ﬂl!t!ﬂ the lasccintlon to coopernte in plana
for "Weloome UNO Week", april 25th to May lst. ‘

Upon motion, duly seconded, it wes
, VOTED, That the Lgsoclation cooperate in plans for "Weleomc UNO
Wook" s

Hér.cr %ﬂﬂ!: On Moy 3rd, the ‘ssoclotion will spomnsor a dance
ot the Spvoy Ballroom for the benefit of the defense of the Columbia

riot viatims.

W; Upon motion, duly soconded, 1t waa

» c 8 be granted to the newly organiszed branch-

o8 at Oreseville, Nerth Oar. . 8gnta Barbara, Cals
Bpownasville, Fas Palestine, Taxoas
Perry, Iowo _ nmrmi, Kentucky
Lonoko, arpkansas : Fort Wayne, Indiana
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Greens Uounty, Va. Taylor, Texas

Gresr County, Cklahoma Cambridge, Maryland
Crane, Texas fpilene, Kansas
Richmond County, Va. Woodstock, Virginia
Egrly County, Gg. Bay Uit‘{ Mic ﬁn
Modesto, California Marksvi {e, Loulsiana

and to the newly organized Youth Councils at
Perry, Oklahoma
Kittrell, Neorth Carolina College Chapter

BRANCH REQUESTS RE EXECUT'IVE SECRETARIES: The Director of
Branches reguasted.that card reconsider requast of the
Alameda County, California Branch inesmuch as they have already
raised $3,000 and of the Hochester, New ¥ork Branch as they have
alrwady begun their cempaign. The Morgantown, West Virginia Bpanch
has submitted a request for permission to raise funds for an Excou-
tive Secretary and Mp. Hall of Boston reported that if not alroady
subtmitte?, the Boston Branch will- submit roquest for such permifsien.

Upon motlion, duly seconded, 1t wea

YJTED, That these branch reguests for permisasion to ralse
fundas for Exocutive Sporetarles be referred to the Committec on
Administration with power to acta

BROOKLYN BRANCH: Complaints have been received re%arding the
inofficlconey of the Brooklyn Branch in handling the Hgff-Homings
Case which the Director of Branchos mnde certain rocommondations ro=

garding.

Upon motion, duly scconded, it woas
VOTED, That this matter be roferrcd to the Committec on
Branchos . J

COMMISSION TO STUDY THE EST.ELISHMENT OF STALTE UNIVERSITY:
Assistant Speclal Gounscl Farry no [ cerotoary B [
bech informod thot tho Governor is consldoring appointmecnta to tho
Commisslon to Study tho Establishmont of & Stoto Univorsity. The
Boord agrecd thot the Lssocintion should recommond tho appointmont
of o Nogre to thaot Commission.

SO0CIAL SERVICE EMPLOYEES UNION: Mp. Spingern roportod on the
nogotintlons betwoon Gho committoo set up at the last Dooard mooting
and the roprosentotives of tho "oxocutive" omployoos whe have
joined the unien. Tho committec was satisflod that the Union ro-
prosonted 14 cut of 18 oligible mombors, thot this group would join
the chapter clreedy oxisting for the clorical workors. Tho commite
too further ngrecd to designrte those omployocs aos "othor thon
slorienl” rather thon os professionnl. The Committec rocommondoed
thot the unien be rocognized ns bargaining for thosc omployoos.

Upon motion by Mp. Lewis, duly scconded, 1t wna

VOTED, That tho Board rocogni os the Social Scrvico Em-
ployocs Union as bargaining for the "ethor than elorical®
amp eC8 .

P A
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TRE.SURER'S HEFORT: Tho tronsurer's roport was acccopted ns
attnohods

¥YMCAt Dr. Wright suggostcd thot tho ..zsociction should do
somcthIng obout gotting the YMCA te chonge 1:; policy of dis = !/
criminations Dre Chalmera roported that IMCA haos roccntly act up
a2 commission on rice rolotions and has nsked Dre Cholmors to hood

1t ups Hg suggostod that tho hssociction should prod thom, but do
1t with the Commiasion in mind.

« Upon motion, duly scocondcd, it wns
VOTED, That o rosclution should be drafted asking tho YMCLK to
chenge 1ts policy rcogording Hegroos in view of tho stand takon by
the YWoas It was further sugaestod that the resclution should
1tomizo stops which might be tokone.

POLITICS : Mp. Spoulding sugposted thet in vicw of tho rodent-
1y provod coalition betwecn conservrtive Republicnns cnd Southorn
Dgmoerats the Jssociction should study its policics on politiecol
mattcrae.

Upon motlon by kp- Sprulding, duly sceonded, 1t was
. VOI'ED, Thnt n Committoo be opoointed to ro=-cxomine tho .sap=
clotion's policles with scferonce to politiezl netlvity having in
mind this coolition, this Committoc to bring buck to the board o ro=
port to dotermine whother or not we should talo ony positive oection
on our anttitudcs with rospoct to politica.

REPORT OF THT BOITOR OF TFE GRISIS: Tho Report of the Edi-
tor of Tho (rlsls ahowed on Incomo during aprch 1946 of ,4,046.28
ognd on oxpenso of 6,600.31.

There wos consideroble discussion concorning tho Crisis
¥oghzinos Mp. Hommond sugpeatcd thot tho Bullotin should bo concoPr=
troted on moro than the Cplsis. Othors suggoated thnt thought
should bo givon to 1mprquF.g tho Crisis. i

Upon motion, duly sccondod, 1t wea
. VOTED, Thrt tho Secrctary give this mattcr considorcble
thought 28 to whot to do nbout improving tho Cpiasls by utilizing tho
proacnt oditerinl Bonrd and other mobtheods.

REPORT OF COMMITIEE ON ADMINISTR,ITION: Tho Sgerctoary roported
on notlon trkon Dy Bho Committoc om Saminlstrations

SECRRGATED VETERLNS HOSPIT/L: The Committoc recommonded to
tho Bon o nosoclntlion condomn bullding of o scgrogataod
hospltal in Miasisaipnl or clsowhoros This tho Loord opproved.

":u




-8 =

YOUTH W COMMITTEE: This Committee made a recommondation
regnrdIng the se ng of internal conflict in Youth Councils as fol-
lows

"That persons who do not exhaust the pozsibilitles of settle-
ment of grievances through regular channels and carry tholr
fight to outsiders, ocither to individuals, other organizations,
the press or to public muetings should be subject to discipline
which may Inglude expulsion from the counecil for taocties which
are obvioualy or intonded to be inimical to the best interests
of the National Associntion,"

This recommendation and a spocific recommendation rogarding
Clinton Henry Lewis were referred to the Legnl Committee, the
Committee on Administration and then to be reported back to the
Boards

The Committee further "recommended that its chairman and
the Yputh Sgoretary draft a set of rules to govern the National
Plamning and .gvisory Committee. When these rules have beon aps
proved and ndopted, they should be included iIn the conatitution for
youth counclls."

It was agreed that these rules be drofted and submitted
to thoe Legal Committee.

The Committeo also recommended that tho National Plonning
and Aavisory Committec be called to meet in Cinecinnati at the time
of thes snnual Conferences

The cost of colling together these youth was questioncd
and it was ogroed that this matter be referred to the Committee on
the Natlonal Conferences

Thore being no’ further business the meeting adjourned. ks

A-:[ing Chairman of the Board

Secretary
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MEMORANDUM TO MRS. ROOSEVELT, CHANNING TOBEIAS AND MR. SPINGARN
FROM MR. WHITE:

Measrs. Toblas, Palmer Webber and Clark Foremen had on
April 19th a conference with respect to certein points raised by
Messrs. Foreman, George Marshall and John Hammond at the meeting
of the sub-committee on the Columbia case on April 17th. This
conference followed one between ldessrs. Foreman, Webber and myself
on the morning of April 19th., It is desirable that at 1ts meet-
on April 24th which, unfortunately, I shall not be able to attend
because of appolntments in Washington, that certain matters be
cleared up so thet the Committee can begin to function effectively.
Among them ere the followlng:

1. Decision should be made on which organizations, if
any, shall be given suthority to raise funds officially
for the Columbia case. To avoid confusion in the pub-
lic's mind or eny susplcion of the mishandling of funds
by any organization or individual, it seems imperative
to me thet all funds should be ralsed only through the
Committee or the NAACP. It would be difficult if not
impossible to authorize one organizat’ on without euthor-
izing a great many to raise funds. Aside from the pos-
sible criticism with respect to the handling of money,
there would be wasteful duplications. It would be both
difficult and embarrassing in some instances to require
and obtain exact accoufitings of monies raised and ex-
pended. It would be equelly difficult to work out machin-
ery for suthorization of expenditures.

It is, therefore, suggested that no organization
or individuasl be esuthorized te raise funds except the
Committee headed by Mrs. Roosevelt and Dr. Tobias and
by the NAACP. The latter exception is made on the basis
of the Association's being the organization asked by
the defendants to represent them.

2. Thé question hes been ralsed as to expenditures which
have been made by some organizations prior to the forme-
tion of the Committee. This should be threshed out and
decided upon.

3, Mrs. Marien Perry has raised the question as to the
exact duties which she is to perform. There should
be clarification for her sake and that of the NAACP
as well as the other organizations.

|
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2--Memorandum to Mrs., Roosevelt, Dr. TPobias and Mr. Spingarn from

WW:RJIW

4.

O

Mr, White--April 22, 1946

In this connection, stetionery as ordered by the
Committee has been sent to the printer but final
proofs will not be okayed until after the meeting
on Wednesday when the question of Mrs. Perry's
status has been decided.

It will be necessary for me to obtain authority

from the Board of the NAACP with respect to the
handling of (1) funds elready raised by the NAACP

for the Columbia defense (B) whether those funds

as yet unexpended shall be held in the Association's
treasury or put into a joint fund and (C) where the
final authority for the expenditure of those funds
and of the Association's participation in the ex-
penditure of funds which may be contributed to the
Joint Committee. Whatever recommendation is made
will be based, of course, upon the decisions reached

on the above matters.
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Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

Assirvans
H. W,
.ﬁﬁ-wiﬂﬁp
Lwtiila Black
Ruby Huwrley Youmih Secrmary

I want to share with you the enclosed note
from Marc Comnelly expressing appredlation for
your and the other comments on MEN OF TWO WOHLDS
and telling what use he has made of your excellemt

and appreclated comment.

Mrs, Eleanor Eoosevelt
29 'ﬁ'llhlls‘lﬂ Square
New York City

WW:RIW
Eno.

Ever sincerely,

\ﬁnnaa{»&tr_

Seoretary



New York
Angust 7, 1948
Dear Welter:
Thanks & lot for thos, I sent them
to the producer with r ndations all the faults
pointed out be rectifi the film is shown here.
Of course I haven't £ t idea what he'll do

sbout it, but he knows
fair-minded sc

opinions of a group of
g good may come of 1it.

W TR



PHONE VAnderbilt 6-5145
WHEN YOU NEED A MESSENGER

Airline Delivery Service Co.
! MAIN OFFICE, 60 EAST 42»d ST.

Imﬂuw&ﬂr




HOLLYANISIEd HOd OIMILIY IVNIDIHO

Thl.l-]u-ﬁ-ll IhﬁhI——

V4CC LT 449
AV NEW YORK N, 'r.lr:a 18 1946 1 ke g

'MRS ELEANOR ROOSEVELT =" - -H"i?;:/f g,ﬁl'hf’ *'f -'
: 29 WASHINGTON squmE ﬂ'rr: o - {

" WILL YOU TELEGRAPH ME COLLECT | MMED| ITEH IF 'rqq l?FBQQFHLI—Qmm

STATEMENT WE PLAN PRESENT TO PHEBIDEHT anm rnmanw Hﬁﬂﬂlmnquarz - .'.l

ENTIRE STATEMENT) - ; 5 .“-"' iy "

! WHI LE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE quT:n amEl TEIIH Hﬂiﬂi *L IHE PARIS
CONFERENCE AND |N THE UNITER NATION§ TO CREATE A waui ar PHFE BASED ON
HUMAN FREEDOM AND JUSTICE, THEIR WORDS AND A:Tmm illli IupE A HﬂmEa‘r
BY AN UNPRECEDENTED WAVE OF MOB HBI.EHCE IH THE quFﬂl aTaTEa. wr‘.mnnﬂ
CITIZENS, AND |N Funn:um Hsaau "VETERANS OF e ;.n; nn FOR HOMAN

» FREEDOM,HAYE BEEN DONE T0 BEKTH OR“MUTIEATED WITH' ﬂﬂlﬂiu'f ;qmu.ul oMLY

AT BUCHENWALD, AT LEAGT THE EXCUSE WAS lmr;H FOR. thJUﬁEUHE AND EnEcunnN “

IN NAZ| cuﬂcenmmnn CAMPS THAT THE VICTING IER! "EHﬂ.IIEB' qr THE anTE.

BUT RECENT w::Tlua OF AMER|CAN LYNCHERS WERE IN NUMEROUS' }mmpﬁa MEN

WHO BUT. RECENTLY RETUANED TO THE UNITED STATES AFTER, erm' FOUGHT FOR

(TS PRESERYAT | ON OVERSEAS, |NSTEAD uF_unnl_TuH THEY HAVE BEEN PAID OFF

[ ST TS -
&

IN SAVAGERY, : :

WE COME TO YOU TODAY, MR, fﬂmniur. H:mnln Hu 0 ﬂ,nn THE CAUSE ,
OF ANY ONE SEGMENT OF THE AMER | CAN PiﬂPl-h T . )

WE REPRESENT YARIOUS PART§ OF THE PEOPLE l;nf wmm..muﬂu LABOR ,
MANAGEMENT, MINOR|TIE§--AND WE ARE CONF |DENT WE WIFLTHI HEHTLHEHT OF ALt }
DECENT AMERIGANS WHEN WE EMPAS|ZE THE 0BY| QUS HET nur um&igxw;- '

o PR LT3 ND

mmumuu.;mn-mmmmmmm




o

HOLINAMISIEd W0d CHHIZEE TYNIDIEG

o Bing s s e ne o o e 54 Gyt & FRANDARD TIME i ot f o FTINEANE FHRY T
2/4CC NEW YORK CK 449 ROOSEVELT 29 WasH aqunng NYK '“T -"ﬁ}. S

B U:£1 T g i

" MOB VIOLENCE CAN DO uﬂHE TO. IHJUHE ﬂun FOHHTHT1{I HUHE AND lﬂﬂ?lﬁ Tﬂiﬂ

\ ar

ANY OTHER SINGLE EVIL, . . - N
THE NAMES OF A" NUMBER'OF MOB LEADERS AND PHI.IIEIHHH HAVE BEEN GATHERED . )

AND TURNED OYER TO THE DE-HHTHEEI ?&‘Juan:h BUT FOR A ‘HEIETT QF REASONS

INCLUDING ,NE FREELY ADM|T. THE mequxz‘: p}, PRESENT, FH)EML LEGFEHTH?H. S

THERE HAS BEEN NO V|S|BLE ACTION IN THE FORM OF unea‘rs AND :umlcnaﬂﬂ
THIS ABSENCE OF ACTION 18 SERVING AS A GREEN LIGHT TO:ORGANIZED AND
UNORG ANIZED MOBS AND SUBVERSIVE ORGAN|ZATIONS WHICH SE#K TO SUBSTITUTE THE
LAW OF THE JUNGLE.FOR THE DEMOCRATIC PROCESS, : : ;

WE, THEREFORE, nEarEnTFuLw FETITIIIH 'rnu MR} rumpin‘r, TO an THE
FOLLOWING STEP§; i ki b BN

TO INSIST THAT THE LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENGIES oF TH; FEBEH#L GIJ‘IENI!EHT
l:nmENTmTE UPON SECURING EV|DENCE aquﬂar AND Pmslw!lﬂﬂ DF L'fHﬂHEﬁa WiTH=-
DUT DELAY OR APPEASEMENT OF ANY POLITICAL, aEcTthH- oR DTHER JBEFFHIJERE OF
MOB ¥10LENCE + .-,__v;‘ i

THAT YOU ROUSE THE AMERICAN PEOPLE BY lunln ruia! AND OTHER.MED|A TO
OPPOSE ACTIYELY EVERY FORM OF MOB VIOLENCE, - -

THAT YOU CALL UPON THE CONGRESS TO RECONVENE T0 Em! aucﬂ u:qml.mnn
AS |8 NECESSARY TD ENABLE THF. FEDERAL GOYERNMENT, IN FWFEMTI#H HH’H
THE STATES, TO STOP LYNCH|NG AND TO PUNISH L‘I’HEHEHE,I iz \ -

END 2 :

Pl Wt {3 .
. -ilu_ il

e AGMEANT T A FFERCTCTE ATVARSTIONS FROM TR PATRONS CONCERNTNG ITH AREVICE



HOLLYABIS3ES ¥04d Q3WIL3H INKRIDIEOD

WE ARE COMNV|NCED TH&T ONLY Pnourr AND HHEquliuﬂli nﬂTIHH lv THE FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT CAN POSSIBLY AVERT A msas‘rnmg aPunTlm IJF THJH,EHL WHICH 18

e v el PR e
1

~VICTIMIZING NOT ONLY WEMBERS EI'F il”ﬂi"llﬁ BUT IS TlﬂEHEHIlﬁ TO ENGULF

i o

ALL AMERICA _
WALTER WHITE R
345P - by W el S D e

CFEEET

', % . 4 =
THE COMPANT WILL AFFRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITH FATRONS DONCERNING ITS EENVICH






o NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ™ iz
5% ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE “ * i v

Ay e it 2D STREET, NEW YORK 18, N, Y.  Thmd Menhal s Cond
W' ow Provadest
bhory Malesd Bribass LOHasCcEE 38800 %
i Lot S o e
S i ety A s
Be. Wiiem Linpd lmes By 11 g ] s
Haa. lrs 'W. Jayns of Drwmibai
T& H:-“h k g ]
e , B
(0n
Duraaid dn-rrt— Villard "W .nd-“ m
iy, Ve ter ol forae?
rum, Aba. D% £ ', Toggen 3 Ralaans
Bosten E '.“'?E D.EE":. Dear Mrs. Roosevelt: Clorenas L
P o A e Cne of the most challenging aspects of the
B e s 4. McCisn NAACP's program is the new Labor Department.
Batrwit
Comn. Mimibonsiows @ Under the supervision of Clarence Mitchell, former
...”,":.—";""u*".:,'ﬁr_ R A Director of Field Operations for the Fair loy-
S WY B o S § ment Practice Committee, action in this field is
Dok, M. 4. w&"ﬁn&:*?“-"-ng o already under way on some of the vital problems

such as full utilization of labor in the Veterans
Housing Program and the establishment of standards
against discrimination for the United States

i
it
;

iEi
i

Y 3 Employment EService.
dahn Hammeno b
H ST, N In 1ts July meeting, the Board of Directors
Wy s Gvrgren woayroted to establish a cormittce to work with
R cen . ke Ur. Mitchell in achieving the cbjectives of this
A e part of the Assoclation's activity. A copy of the
mmm“‘LTm proposed labor program 1s enclosed for your study.
g Lo T, Weright This will be subject to discussion and revision as
Dl Sy Roacos Durges ¥ determined by the Committee when the first meeting
Fhiedekphbs “~
Eekmand, Vo. %ﬁ: é‘\ is held.
1-“' s Faon. 3
Woklnghs Gt 1. Fiaten I am writing you to ask that you serve as a
i S magur of 'ﬁi.ﬂ :I._:portm g‘r_:oup. Because all the
" COMMITTES members wi be busy there will be much demand
i on their time from other sources, we are planning
b . ™ four meetings a year for this Committee. We shall
eyt Lhedere M. Barry poll the members by correspondence or personal
<y e W“ﬁuu contact on any important volicy matters which may
] %.: e come up between meetings.
Wis
Hestriia, Toma. mm:ﬁ It is my earnest hope that you H1ll agree to
i serve.
Cirortos T
"-'I'L - 5 1
&__ g Secretary
L ¥Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt
Hyde Park
o i gy, (Dl
b 4
- New 1otk



(Proacsed Progrem)

NAACP LABOR DEPARTMENT
ZZJECTIVES

2 Elimination of: discriminatory employment orectlices in industry
aid government whlech result in refusal toc hire colored workers,
differentlals besed on rece, unequal ooportunities for tralniag
p;omntian, unfeir dismiesals, end segregetion in employment beoceuse

of rece.

2. Greater participation of colored persons in the trede union
mavemant.

3. Ending of scgregated loceles, cuxilisrics, and any othor dis-
eriminatory practices in lebor unionas,

lk, Pasesge of state and fedoral FEPC logleletion.

S Ineluslon of non-diserimin-tlon elrusca in state cnd foderal
lawe porteining to the omnloyment of porsons in the oxoocutlion of
governmoent eontrocte. i

[P Joining with lebor unions for thoe cneotmont of leglelation
frvorcd by lerbor mrnd for tho repesling of unfevercnble labor
leglelntion.

T Expanding ond improviig opportunitics for voortioncl troining
on the brals of non-sogregotlon,

STRUCTURE

The Sccrctrry of the Labor Department is responsibloc to tho
Excoutive Boorctrry of the Aesoointion. Tho work of this dopartmont
aehrll be ecordinnted with the cotivitics of thoe Legal Dopartmont
end the Bronch Deprrtment by reguler mcotings with tho Scercteory
rnd thesc deprrtment hopds.

There shell be formed o labor committoo of Board mombeors ond
suoch othor pcreons ns mry boe noodod to furthor the objectivos of
this program. Lrobor committoecs shnll also be formed in loerl
brrnchoa,

DUTIES

The Notionel Cormmittec shrll worik with the Beorctory in
achioving the objuctives of thla progrem. This committoe shrll clso
nnke reeommondntions to the Bornrd of Dircotors on tho lebor poliey
to be followed by tho MAAC?. This shnll inoludo recommendations on
the endorsement or rcjoetion of proposcd lrbor logislntlion.

Loorl cormittcce shell initicte, within the fremowork of o
speelficd oper~ting proccdurc, poeltive rotlon to rohlove the
objootivea of thia Progrid. |




Brrneh lrbor conrittces shrll nlso rooeive nnd inveoatighto
complrints rlloging discrininntion beeorusc of rrec in hiring,
upgrrding, wrge pryncnts, troining, or disnissrls fron onploynont.

RELATINSEIPS WITH UNICHS

It shrll bc the duty of branchoe to koop inforned cn the
loorl prrctices of lnbor unions., This ineludos giving raslsatrnoc
in bullding the nemborship of thoac unions orgrnizing on o
non-scgregted brels.

Some unione such es the United Automoblile Workers have extenalve
machinery against discrimination. Branch lcbor committees should
begome famliliar with this archinery and urge looel union offlicials
to make 1t work. In other cases locals of international unions with
discriminstory polleles are working to eliminste such policles, This
is true 1n the oase of the Internaticnal Assooiation of Machiniats.
Although the unlon hes a prohibition agrinst Negroes in ite ritual,
many locals heve acturlly ineluded colored persons and in recent
convontions of the mechiniste, the vote to climinete tho color bar
hes gelned new support. The bronch committec ceon apecd up this typo
of progreeu by informlng the Notlonel Officc of liborel porsons in
such unions who mey boc countod on to glve supnort to o plan of ending
diseriminatory fceturcs. %Yhenoever locrl unione rre noegotisrting
contrectes with monogement, the brench committeo should sock tho
inclualon of non-discriminntion clousce in such contrrets both nn to
hiring cnd conditions of cmploymcnt. WYhoncover such roqueosts ero
mode, the Kotlonal Office should be adviecd in ordor thet it moy
obtrin naslstanec from the internetionel union on this mnttor.

It 18 importent thrt breoneh lobor committocs promoto 4 moro
retive prrticiprtion of Nogroce in looel unionse. This monns thot
committoo roprosontrtivos should moot with loosl union officlicls to
gtudy weys of inercrsing thosc moctinge during which importeont polley
qucstions arc bolng dlscusncd or cleoetions crc beling hold.

LABCR LEGISLATION

The lrbor comnitteoe of the bronch shnll hove the rosponaibllity
of rcporting to the Netlonnl Offico ~ny proposcd olty ordinrncos or
atrto laws which src ~gerinst tho beat intorcat of lobor. Also
frvorerble loglsletion proposcd shrll be submitted to tho Netlonnl
Office in ordor thrt the Asscciantlon noy hrve o uniforn polley on
such notters throughout the country, 8Such legisletion shrll be
atudicd Jointly by tho lnbor rnd legrl doportnonte of tho Nrtlonrl
Offiec. In subnltfing nnttere of this kind tho rooommondotions of
the brench shell bo ineluded. It is importcnt thot this pheoso of
the progren be given crreful ~%tcntlon. Nunocroua etnto bills ond
rroposcd clty Ferir Enploymcnt Precticc rre being eubritted in verlous
porte of tho country. The FAACP snould ondorasc only the strongest
rnd beat of such logleletive proposcrls. In rddition, vrrious strto
leglelrturce undertnko tho preange of hostile labor {rya which
should be dofented beoruac of tho rdversc offcot thoy have on the
progrceas T orgrnized lebos with the roeultent 11l offcet on colorcd
porsons.

g



By showing ite rcoognition of the esmnon objeetives cxlsting
for both eolored perasone rnd lcbor, tho NAACE srill promate incrorscd
hrraony betweon thesc groups.

VOCATIONAL TRAINING

The brrnch lrbor cornittec shnll work with the cduertion
connittec (whore the latter oxiste) in cvrlucting loenl tox-
supported voertlonnl progrene. Yhore such progrrme foll to . offor
cqurl opportunity for eolored rnd white studen 8, the lebor
connittoe shrll trke retisn to elininnte such 1nuguﬂ11tr. Tho
Netionnl Offlce lnbor departnent shell be kopt infornmed on such
netters in ordor thrt 1t nry give rdvice cnd rasistonec in hrndling
thon,



Mrs. Elsancr Roosevelt
Hyde Park, New Yark

Dear Mrs. im-nlt:

I have your letter of September 23, 1946, enclosing a
memorandum from Mr. Robert Carter, Special Counsel, National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Colored People, concerning the Department's
handling of the Columbia, Termessee cass.

Mr. Carter's memorandum has been read with interest and I
should like to sulmit some comments concerning it. MNumbered para-
graphs 1, 2, and 3 of Mr. Carter's memorandum purpert to set out the
statutery authority for action by the Department in this case. There
is no question but that the statutes he refers to are om the books




#rifles and shotguns, thereupon cpened fire directing the same ®
toward the interior of the barber shop., Continuing to wolce
the demand that the occupants surrender peaceably the officers
forced an entrance inte the barber shop and arrested its two
Negro occupants, who were wholly unharmed despite the pgunfire
preceding the arrest. The officers than proceedsd as before;
they cams to a bullding containing a lodge hall on its second
floor, the entrance to which was padlocked. Despite gunfire
emanating from the bullding, & group of highwey patrolmen forced
an mt.rnnﬂ-md proceedsd upstairs, where they arrested a number
of Negroes,

Mr, Carter's statement in paragraph L that, "they shot out
windows, broke up show cases, stole money, tore up radics, broke up the
tablea and chairs, tore the top off the frigidaire, threw away all the
instruments and generally wrecked a doctor's office, destroyed all the
files and records in the Atlanta Life Insurance Company and Morton's
Funeral Home which was completely wrecked", I understand to be substantially
correct, No witness before the Orand Jury identified any Stata officer
or State guardsman as having committed these acta.

Mr, Carter relstes in paragraph L(c) that ™they went into all
the Negro homes and removed from them the arms without amy warrants, lined
up all the men, women and children and arrested them without warrants,®
As we understand the facts dewvel by the Orand Jury, the search referred
to was confined to the immediate Slide™ area and involved the homes
of both Negroes and whites, Omly individuals in the "Mink Slide™ area
were arrested.

The allegation that most of the Negroes in the area wers held
in jail incommunicado did not amount, under the circumstances, to an
invasion of any Federal right and it should be correctly stated that
they were held for only a short while. The Orand Jury concluded that the
death of the two priscners at the jail in Columbia was justifiable homi-
clde. The Grand Jury report in this matter relates as follows:

"On Thursday, February 28, 1946, three Negroes, James
'Digger' Johnson, Willie Gordon, and Napoleon Stewart, were
questioned, informed that they would be permitted to make bond
in nominal sums, and thersafter be relsased, Pending execution
of their bonds, these three Negroes were placed in the Sheriff's



The Grand Jury concluded that they could not fix responsibility
for damage to property on any identifisble officer of the law. In the
absence of such identification we could not, of course, undertake further
prosecutive action. A copy of the Orand Jury's full report is enclosed.

It is my understanding that Mr, Carter has had numerous con-
ferences in the Criminel Division and I believe he is sware of the
Department's position., I am sure you will understand that until an
identification of the persons responsible for particular depredations
is made, we cannct determine (1) whether we have jurisdiction, and (2)
who might be named as defendants.

I hopa the foregoing informstion will assist you in considering
this matter and that I may scon have an opportunity to discuss it with you
in person.

With icind personal regards,

Sincerely yours,

%\f"ﬂfﬁ_ <
Attorney General

Enclosure Ho. 279695



IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE IWITED STATES
FiR THE MIDOLE DISTRICT (F TENNESSEE

TO THE HONORABLE ELMER D. DAVIES, JUDGE OF THE UNTTED STATES
DISTRICT COURTy

el REPORT OF GRAND JIRY IN THE MATTER OF
THE RACIAL DISTUFEANCE AT COLUMBIA, TENNESSER
_ We, the regular Orand Jury for the Middle District of Tennessss,

wers convened on April 8, 1945, and charged by Your Henor to pake a "full,
complate, fair and impartisl investigstion” into the recial disturbance at
Colusbin, Ternesses, cccurring during the week of February 25, 1946, and
especinlly as to the invasion of eivil rights in viclaticn of Fedgral law
alleged to have occourred in cormection therewith,

Cur inquiry has been facilitated by the several reports submitted
by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, reflscting an axhaustive and pains-
takcing investigation by that sgency in comnsction with which 350 persons
-m-' interviewed for the purposs of securing all facts ralating to the.
disturbance in question, i e 1o

He hnhﬂhfmu'muﬂmmummm; bath
white and colored, who were subdtantially connected with thy digturbance of
who "n'hm; or believed to be in possession of Iutu..]. information - -
p-m!.nnﬂ. and material to this investigation, and we hn- congliyded gfter -
"eareful considerstion that there 48 né evidence before us that mould justify
" an indictesnt or prosentesnt-for the' vialatien of any Federal statute,

' .l;w, in keeping with Your Honorls charge, ntfwﬂ;urnpu'tn

On Menday, February 25, 1946; at about ﬁ;d&;.ﬁ., folloming & ¢
dissgreement congerning repairs hlﬂﬂl!ﬁtmumﬂi
dwtltullultﬂmmhﬂhmmmﬂd* batween, two !
Kegroea, Oladys Stephenson ind her son, Jumes, ard Willism Flezing, & phite
exployes of tummamw'-@ﬁ,qh_mm.

4

ful:lwru

(ovER)



Police, in response to & call made during the pltgreation, arrived
on the scens and arvested the Stephensons, At the time of the arvests
Fleming wan inside the store reseiving first aid and the arresting officers
-u-m.tmummmmmwmmmwmmq
affair. : ; = :

Raports have circulated in pusphlets and press that the fight was
started inside the store by Flaming, by his striling or kicking Oladys
Stephenson, and that thergupon Jases Stephonscy came to the defense of his
sother, Such reports have no foundaticn i fast. The undisputed testimony
befarg us shows that the fight comensed Detnegn Jusey Stephenson and Williss
© Flesing on the gtreet in front of thy store, Theysupon the sother Gladys
Stephengen entered the affray in aid of hey gomy. . §t Hhig stpen Hhe sbove
montioned panser-by cams to the sid of Fleming gnd pngaged in & fight with
Hra, Stephengen, | Hlows were struck by all parties. | i

At the cuteet, of the f1ghting Flesing mpe propelled through the glase
a.ﬁ_tnft-huatpnmdmuvﬂlmmhh-h:ulmh From thy
statemants of witoesses situated within the Department store it appears that
dur'!.n; tha courss of the fight dlu‘l;l'lr Stophonson swlpgd § plpsp of glags that
had falled from the shattered windos snd m*ﬂm*qlﬂ}muﬂ, at about
which time she wap peepulted by the whity passep-ty pereinbafore mentioned,

" Both the Stephensons snd the City Police pffigerg responsible for their
 arrest have appesrsd beforn us and beve tpotified fully, wder opth, gengern-
ing the circusstences thereef, It ls undlsputed that in tha poupss of srrest-
ing Gladyn Stephenson g Gity Pollce officer struck her with g pight ghlek.
Fm:‘.l.lnf;hlnidmih{mmitwmtf‘hq!m-mdhm
wrreating officer in this respect waa neither brutal nor wanton but wes
roascrably necessitated in the course of overcoming m.li;h.nﬂtqthl arrost.
It is undisputed that James Stephsnson was pot struck or harmed during the
wu:'_untﬁ-ﬁbpﬂmﬁpﬂﬁqhwmmthw
phyeical elstrogtesnt throughout the perdod of thelr incarcerstion, At the
uitrmm-pwmwmenwg@mmmmm



city magistratej on their pless of guilty they wers sach fined $50.

Whila the Btephensons ware still in custody warrants charging thea
mith ssssult with intent to commit murder, oworn out by the father of William
Fleming, mere served on them snd they were thereupon transported to the County
Jail. :

After recelving first aid Fleming was transported to the hospital
mhere he ressined until the following day. The identity of the white passer-
by, who engaged in the fight, was and remaing unascertained, Itl.l.uurpn-
sidered opinion that the responaibility for sggression in this ‘mssault s not
determinable in view of the direst conflist in testisony supplied by the known
participanta in this connegtion, The svidense bafore ug potablishes that the
swnmmmmmmmnmméﬁm
qfth-puq-quﬂuuntﬂmllﬂhﬂwhthw,wnf
the part played in the affair by Fleming and the' pasger-by who sssiated him,

hunhmmmm!,dnt-n,nhmﬂrmmt
throughout the day, in recounting the circumstances of the fight and the
muﬂmﬂ,[ﬂ}ﬂtmnmhhluﬂﬂﬂlﬂhhwu
lhiuuwﬂluoﬂurddtim—umhwwmlmmm
of both races.  Amgng the group of white pecple attragted by the fight,

.. Andignaticn at the cccurTence wia wxpressed, and ' the matter was discussed on

the strests of Colusbin thereafter during the day. ' In ‘the Negro districts
of Colusbia & rumor wan oirculated to the effect that & white san bad bought
& rope, stating that he intended to hang & Negro with it. i
A thorough ipvestigaticn dnvolving inquiry at sll Colusbia business
entablishpents engaged in the sale of rope has failed to lend any factual
reality to the cccurrence this rusored and diligent inquiry ssong the Negro
cltisens of Colusbis has likewise failed to lend the slightest gubstantistion
Throughout the afterncon following the Stephensop-Fleming fight, ssall
groups of white individuals gathered from tims to tise on the Pubille Square and
in the strests mearty, The Sheriff and his deputfes ind the Chief ‘pf Police
and his force moved freely among such groups snd disperped them without



difficulty. Thess groups, the majority of which were cosposed of teen-aged
youths were unarmed and were responsive to orders, 'To Gity and Cownty afficials
there appeared to be no sanifestation of mob spirit and no organised leadership
waa evident smong the parscos thus assesbled. '

At approximately 5100 F. M., the Stephensons were released from custody
_on band, Following thelr relsase the sother was first driven to her home in
Colusbia, and thersafter James Stephenson wia driven to "Hink 8lids,” a Negro
district devoted axclusively to business and located cne block south of the
Public Square, on Eaat Bth Street, between Scuth Hain and Woodland Streets.
At the time of James Stephenson's arrivel in "Mipk 51ide," armed snd marmed
Nagrous bad gathered and were contimuing to gather in the ares, having coms from
:uu'mr sections of Colusbia and the surrcunding dountryside. By tha evidence
of neveral Negro witnssses it appears that such witnesses, setivated by the
ruser of & posaible m.,mth_rllm apd aasesbled in the YMink Slide®
area for the purpose of protecting Jemes Stephenscn from mob wlolence,  Evidance
supplied by several other Hegro witnossns patablishes that sald witnesses cir-
culated throughout the "Mink S1ide” area during Monday afternotn and svening
mith no genulne apprehénsicn of imperding troubles, having discounted the rumer
&3 baseless in fact, which it'has eince proved to bes By the testimeny of
these lstter witnesses it 'ls spparent that mary of the Negross then fnesbled
in "Mink S1ide" were not appreclably alarmed over the safety of James Btephanson
or the likelihood of any sericus cutbresk betmeen white snd negro titiszens,
The evidonce is undisputed that following his relsase on bond and upon his
arrival st the "Mink Slide" ares st spproxisately 5130 F. M., James Steghenscn
mingled fresly and openly with other Negroes on the street in fromt of and
within several business establishments and that at spproximately 6 F. M., he
entered the barber shop &f Scl Blair and casually procured & halrcut and shoe
shine, Tha evidence is likewise undisputed that at spproximately 6:30 P. M., |
Jazoa Btephensen drove his girl friend from the "Mink Slide" area to her home |
in the colered residential segtion of Columbis, passing en route arvurd the
City Square without molestation in amy form, returned to the "Mink Slide" sec-
tion and entered Patton's restaursnt where he had some drinks. That after
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mmhnml-mumimmuﬂmuwm,mw
& rifls from & stack of weapons there aspesbled and in company with apprexi-
mtaly twerty-five cther armed Negroes clisbed to the roof of the building and
maintained & lock-out, without incident, in the direction of South Main Street.
The evidence 1a Likewise undisputed thet scmetise Bebreen 7430 sod 8 P, M.,
James Jtephenson descendesd from the roof and ip company with three other
nm-nuﬁuwmm“mmhmmmamg,
thersafter, mithout moleststion, drove to Nashvills, Tennesspa, where he
boarded & train for Chicago, Mlincis, :

At 6100 P, M., sfter recetving nformation of the situstion in "Mink
§11ds," the Shariff of Meury County went to that ares, and r'upnd_tnnr_wln oyer
mhwm.n'mﬂﬂwmwwmm;_m@qw.
aummwm,wmmmumm}rm'ﬁ-
-htummm“uﬂmummwmnu_._'

Scaa thirty sinutes after leaving "Mink 5lide,” Mlhutﬁlmh H.,
mmuurmmw,.mtm,ntWMMh
mm-mam.-uﬂwmymlmmnmmmnm
stroat. - m.mwmtwwm,mmwrmmuuum
Nogroes that if they did not disband he would enter the area with sufficlent
foros to arrest those under arsa, At M?IW Py K, nit?ponn-n
mttn'}ﬂnksuh'mﬂuldﬂumm:wmmtt_hmﬁlﬂ
ba no viclence done them by the mhite pecple, ﬁtmmiummw
phuhm“mmmmlmwummm-. u-uur
wmmwmmum"mwmm. Ir.l.d-ucut«n
m-munwunmmmmmmmwmmum__
ranged from two to four hundped. hmmmm:m,uﬁmm"
axtinguishod all lights in "Mink S1ide." n-muwmm;uu—
wmmm”wmﬂmﬂummm
sotaclishments to extinguish their lights and upen refusal shot such lights
out with gunfize. u-mmm'ﬁ'm}mwﬁ-
area on busindss, his dar wag fired upon. The car of & tourist from Californta
who loas hie why and roie Webengh Shi s, wae Lo Thewd s,
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At about B30 P. M., & group of twenty to thirty whits persoas the
mjority of whom mere tesn age boys went to the county jail and desanded to
know the whepeabouta of the Stephenscns,  The Sheriff, machine gun in hand,
answered their desind by arresting twe drunken white men who' sppeared to be
the lgaders of the group, and disparsed the remainder, who appearsd to be
unarmsd, . e

At about 9400 P, M., the Chief of Police, with three of his uniforsed
officers, decided to enter the "Hink Slide! area and to investigate and put &
stop to the shooting which was intermittently gcourring in that area, The
efficers crossed the lighted interssotion of Esst 8th Street with South Hain
Btroot, and progesded into "Mink S1ide® for & distance of approximately 75
feet, At this point they were met by aimed shotgun fire. . A1 four officers
mere struck, and one of them was critically wounded, The officers did not
return the fire or drew their gunds, but taking cover as beat they could thay
withdrew from the spene and sought medical aid,. :

In cortain pasphlets and pross articles which have come torour dften-
, tien it has been ssserted that when the city police cfficers procesded into the
"Mink 51lide" ares they mere sccompanied by e orowd of armed white mer,  We have
fourd no evidence whatsoover that tends to substantiate l“;h'“-.'ﬂ.lll.. Hiwr—
ever, as word of the sssault ¢n the cfficers spresd srmed white pecpls began
to assesble on the Fublic Square and on South Maln Street near the entrance to
"Hink 51ide.®

With one exception, the evidence 'is undisputed that no white citisen,
eaving local officisls, were cbserved to ba bearing arme until after the shoot-
ing of tha policemen. The oxcoption noted appears in the testimony of one
Megre who stated that st approxisately £:30 P, M.; mbile driving arcund the
Public Squaro he obgerved three armed white men but thiat he didn't notice what
kind of guns they sarried,

Apalising that wiglence threatensd, the Sheriff called the OJoverncr of
Tunnesses and asied for ‘assistence, This call was sade at about 9930 P, M.,
and immedistely thereafter slesenta cf the Termesses Btate Ouard, and the State
Highway Fatrol were alertoed and srdered to procesd to Oolusbis at once. Elements
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of these organizations hesded by Brig, Oen, J, N, Dickinson apd Cosplssicner
of Safety LymaBomar (hesd of the Highway Patrol) began arpiying in Colusbis
within an hour, ; s
mxtuwammmummmmtw#hm
congregated dn "Hink S1ide” laft the area following the shootdng of the City
Police officers, Gtate and County offislals were unmeare of the nusber of armed
men bayriceded in the business egtablishments throughout the night, Oeneral
Dickinsen and Commisgioner Bomar conferred with the Sheriff o their arrival in
Golusbis, decided to seal off und 4salate the "link Slide" ares, and to attespt
no entrance into the ares witil daybreak, Aa faph as they arrived and wers
svillable for guard duty, highwsy patrolmen wers statioped at the several strest
interssotions encospasaing the "Mink S1ide" m:l.mlnhlﬁul_ﬂhw:lm"
of sction decided upon, '
Internittent gunfire was heard in the "ink 51ide® area throughout the
.hlinu'o.rmnuht-i mm}rmptmumm“dmm
slightly by shotgin fire, mmmmmuw-ﬁﬁﬂﬁ
enter Utink S}idp." A% about 3§00 A, M. Tussday, Fgbruary 26, 1945, ‘ott1cars
mw-hnrmw,hummmmumtmmwmu
swm;rnmumm.qum_mmmw
the State Guard and Higiway Fatrol Yhroughout the night, Thy officers thars
ummmﬂmmmm-qmutnru-ma—nm.

; ammwmmpmm-mm“mum
sections of Woodlend and South Mein Streets with East Bth Btrest, sccompinied
by the Sheriff, advanced into "Mink Slide." a.wummim'
thet no person surreadering would be harmed, As the officers came atireast of
mumummmpuwm-thmm:m:m-mhﬂ#wam
officors bedng slightly wounded as & result, Mmﬂmntﬁwhtml'.
armed with machine guns, rifles and shotguns, twmmd:mhmm
the sums toward the interior of the barber shop, nmtmuwwamm-m
ummnunwummmmnm:mqmmm
barber shop and arrested its v Negro ocoupants, who mere mholly uibarmed
despiiy the gEmlive preoeliig M FITeeh, m-uhmmmmd-dwurmj
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they case to & billdtg containing §-lodge ball on its second floor, the
antrance to which waa padlocked. - Despite gunfire emansting from the building,
s group of highway patrolsen forced aa sntrance and procesded upstairs, where
they srrested a nuebor of Negroes, Tt wag &t this point that & negro, John
#mmuummkmmmﬁmnumwnmmm The
bloy kmocked him down and he waa geriously injured, The testlmony with respect
ta the clrousstances surrcunding this imcident is in conflict, + The negro
witneases state that Blackwell was not arsed. m“mﬂmmﬂiu
mumumumtummﬁnm-uqum-mmmm
simed a shotgun st thes and that he was struck on the hesd as & measuze of
sslf defense, Following their arrest at the lodge hall a1l negroes in the
building were resaved., m,mmmt;-h-h;mm-m:»
bufore the entrance to the lodge hall) has been widely reproduced, was taken
to the hospital by an officer of the State Ouard, a-'mm-qu-marmu
ta the jail where ho was separately confined, and lster was transferred to a
m-pzﬁlmmﬂh. i

" Approxisately thirty Hegross were arrested, and & quaptity of arms and
ammmiticn seised, in the "Mink 81ids" arss, s & result of the: gunfire cne
negro was wounded in the arm. On informstion cbtained from the Negross wnder
mutumthu-mmtm!mnk.miﬁ:‘mqwqom:gﬂmmw.
.ﬁwmumuunmm,hmmhmwww
ong hurdred, |

After conferring with the Oovernor of Tenesses and the State Attorney
Goneral, and st their direction, the Sheriff, m'w goma sixty mesbers of
the State Guard, copducted o search of the territory issedistely adjscent to
the "Mink Slide™ area,’ mm-mwgn-wzmmo:mm
descripticns were seised, The search was indiseriminatej u;wmm
from Negro and white citizans alike, '

Paul P, Buspus, District Attorney Osneral for Maury and other countles,
with the assistance of the few other local officials at hand, begen an investige-
tion of the sagault on the police officers imsedistely after the arrests of
February 26, questicning all Negrces in confinement, Of the number arrested,
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m'nﬂhltmm-m“.-1
;wf.mmhm‘
-ﬂ"-ﬂlﬂ[jm.‘]_m*‘

TR 0wy Beyieeme st vy

TORTTNT T

approximately forty wers relsased after questioning without charges boing
placed agairst them, and without being required to make bond,

On Thursday, February 28, 1946, thres Negroes, James "Digger" Johnson,
Hillis Goerdon, and Mapolecn Stewart, were questioned, informed that they would
be permitted to make bord in mominal suss, and thereafter be released, Pending
execution of thelr bonds, these thres Negroes were plased in the Shariff's
olfice, located on the first floor of the Maury County jatl, A lirge quintity
of gums oeised during the arvests and the search heretofors mentionsd wers
stored in the office, Two deputies sheriff ware in the room with the Negroos,
mo:.n_wmu,mmm;norum The other, Deputy
Porningten, was lying scrose & bed, A pewspaper photographer was 1ikewise in
the room and was then engaging in loading his camers, At this point Johnaon
and Gordon woro observed to soified guns from & group of meapons stored against
the mall,  Deputy Darndll dropped the telephons and tolsed the gan in the '
hands of Gorden, At the same moment Johnson fired wounding Darnell in the arm,
Hearing shota, highway patrolmer cutside the office rushed to the doorway, saw
Oordan afming his gpm in thelr diresticn, snd began firing et 'the Negross. The
officers continued firing until both Gordsn and ‘Johnsen fell, ~During tha firing
" the third Negro, Hapolecs Stémwart, bicked inte & corner and stocd thers with his
hands raised, Comeissioner Bomar obtained an asbulance by mhich Jshnstn and
Gordan wers resoved to the hospital, where they received troatment, On the
advica of sttendant physicisns, the Negroes wire rushed by ssbulance to °
Hashwille, Both Negroes died en route, X 3 3

After the shooting of those Negross, forty of the confined Negroes mare
tranaferred to the county jail st Nashville, Tennessee, Thoy woere retimed to
Colusbia on the following day,” As the quastloning and investigatlen proceeded,
tonds were fixed, and upon’ execution the Negroes questloned were relsased from
custedy, ) 1 1

After the srrest of the Negroes found in "Hink S1ide” on Tuesday,
varicus business sstablishments, ths [ixturss therein, asd certain perscpal
property located in "Mink S1ide" dnd particularly the properties of James Morton,
Scl Blair, and Julius Blair, were found to by in & wrecked and damsged conditim.
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The proprietors of ssveral of the business establishsents assert that
morchandise and cther yalusble items of pergonal property were carrled sway
from their premises during the course of the disturbancae,

The evidence before us establishes that's portica of the dazge was
done by the NWegroes ccoupying the premises throughout the night and pricr te
mumm;mm:.mumwmmmmpnﬂmuu
praceding and during the course of the arrests, It iy likeyise clear that much
af the damage was mantonly comsitted after the arrast of the Negroes, snd while
the ares was under the control of the Highway Patrol and Hambers of the
Tennesses State Ouard, ;

It is sanifest from the evidence of millful degtructlon of property
that during the confusion and exeitssent arising in cofnection with the sxten-
aive gunfire and the ensuing arvests thet an efficient and adpquate guard mas
not maintained throughout the "HMink S11de” area for & period of several hours
theresfter, Throughout this pericd divers civilisps, including pewspaper
reportorg and photographers and many mesbers of the Tennesges State Ouyard
entered the “Mink S1ide”.area and several business establishments situsted
therein, During, and for some hours Wollowing the wrrests, divers highway
patrolmen likewlss entersd and re-entered the buildings In this ares, By diat
ufthlmﬁplhtlﬂlumnm?nﬂlﬁmtéhﬁﬂhﬂﬂmu
the "Mink 3lide" sectlon throughoub the pericd in question heye been interrogated
searchingly and at length and we have diligently examined 81l witnesses before
s in an effort to sscertain the fdentity of the person or perscns cosmitting
these acts of vandalism,

4s recently announged by the foresan in open court it mas the desire
of this Orand Jury to remaln In session and to gontinue our efforts to fasten
responaibility for such property destruction. Despité the fact that we have
sxhausted svery ressonably svenue of lhquiry it has proved wholly ispossible
to detarmine the identity of such perpon or persons or to slicit facts upon
which to predicate an indistment in this respect,

Ha have also particularly considered certain other matters, and have
carofully viewed the sction of the law snforcesent officers with respect thersts
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to the end that any offiser depriving an inhabitant of Colusbis during this
disturbance, of & Fight sscured to him by the Constitution, lave of the United
States, or decisions interpreting them, be made to answer an indictment of his
conpduct, Asong these matters are widely circulated charges that the Negroes
of Columbias mere mubjected to mass snd indiscriminate arrests, that their

homes mere subjected to wnreasonsble search and their mespons to unjustifisble
selsure, that sxcessive force was used in making the arrestsj that priscoera
were subjscted to brutality while in confinesent, wers danied the right te
counsel, ware made to ineriminate themselves, and were confined for unreascnabls
lengths of time, being denied the right to bail,

The police officers, when shot, were in full unifors and were fired
upon tsmedistely after crossing s lighted interssction, Negro witnesses in
*hink S1ids’ at the tise tespified that uniforms wers' clsarly distinguishable
in the light st tho intersection.  The [elonicus assault was committed by un-
hmmmhlmdwmmmnmmhhm
that Mammmmwmmummt,nmm
tharoto, or ware anlmllmﬁbwlﬂlmﬂh;mﬂ-. The arrests
made on sccount of the m.ultnmwmm. Arrests made for the
lawful purpose of p:'“u'\".lnl H:l peace and pegurity of mcclety are !.n ‘l"-l-ﬂql-im
of no mants civil H.HIH. : o

There is svidence before us that during the coursd of the arrests
certain Negroes Wers struck b:r the prregting efficers. ‘The bvidence establishes
that such incidents ococurred.as & result of a.failupe to’cdmply with orders
ef the arresting officers, 'D:l HW appearing before us' from that group

carreated in "Hink S:I.Ml," lu\fl tnuti.lid that soms of their mmber wers unneces-

parily struck durj.n‘t-hlnmn'll utmwh rreata, Mmmmﬁm
thuirlﬂﬂtth#lhrlnutlﬂhjwmtnwm Condidering the basis
nfthuruumthtn-ﬂmn“ﬂmwmmmm
were dccomplished, it hﬂnuwlm Judgment ntmhbn#thl.t!b-hm
shown to have been used was ot unreasonsbls,
H-cmmmmwntmmmmmmmh
homicide, The testimony of eye witnesses, including Napolson Stewart, admits
of no ether interpretation. :



' In the evidence befors us, it ..mr-umwmthnmm
confinerent the prisoners were not subjected to brutality or dended the right
to sounsel, The testiseny befors us establishes mt_hh.ﬂ_ ihq‘l'ltl .
questicned a1l prisoners were advised of their constitutional right not to
ineriminate themselves, In the light of all of the circusstances prevalling
prisoners ware allowed to maks bond and were relsased from custody without
unreascnable delay, mmmummmm'okmumh_
adjacent to the "Mink 51ide" area were made at the directlion of the Dovernor
of Tennesses, and wers not, in ocur opinion, unresscnable,

Iuring the late afterncon and gvening of February 25, 1946, the
Sheriff of Maury County and the Chief of Police at Colusbdia were confronted
with & grave and senacipg situation, They mede every effort to disperse the
gromds and to prevent any claghes between the racea, IIudu:l.n.Ilb,thlyln‘tad
mmhmnmmmtdumuwummﬁdupm
violence,  When the four policesen were shot, tha !l:q:iff immediately called
on the Governor of the State for assistance, and the Oovernor's prompt acticn
in getting the Stats Patrol and the State ﬂurdun?:mm._ln to be commended,
as i the action of the State m-p;mmm'#@ ares, and in
preventing any clash between white and Negro niﬂ:ﬁ, : The prospt lrrln-'l- and
deployment of State forces, in cur opinion, prevented s nonqmo war which
threatened to arise ocut of the heat of excitement following the wounding of a
nusber of officers of the law, who, it is evident, were acting solsly in an
effort to preserve the peace and to fulfill their sworn duties. :

There have been lurid and inflasmatory stories published and circulated
to the effect that large oushers of peopls were killed during the racial dis-
erder at Colushia., Two Negroes were killed st the jail, as heretofore set ocut,
and we have found thdt they were the only Negroes who lost their livea. During
the disturbanoe twe Negroes wers wousdid, coe Wersously. Wee white etviliens
wers wounded, and seven white officers wers wounded, mﬂrlﬂl:r. Thesa are
the actual [igures concerning the number killed and wounded during the action
folloming the initial trouble en February 25, 1946.

We have found during the course of our investigaticn that the events
transpiring at Columbla have been the subject of natiopwidy misreppesentation,
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Falsehoods and half-truths have been widely publisised by letter and pasphlat
under the sponsorship of wvarious organisations, It has been charged that scores
of Negross wars killed, that Hegro women were raped, that armed moba roamed the
strests of Colusbia sesking & victim and that police officers scted with in-
describable brutality, Many of such sccounts concerning these eventa are mholly
lacking in factusl foundation, and the conclusion is inescapabls that they have
besn manufactured and circulated with the maliclous intent and desire to incite
racial discord and intolerance and to cause further racial strife.

Wa have explorsd the possibility of returning presentments against those
sending such pamphlets through the mails, but to our regret, we are advised that
the mailing of such pamphlets does not conatitute a wiolation of any Federal
Statute,

In disseminating such propagands the avowed Communist Press of the country
has been eapecially sctive, having carried & serles of inflamsatory articles on
the racial disturbances at l:oluﬁin. This technique is characteristic and
dangerous, and mnifestly is designed to foster racial hatred and to arrsy class
againat clasa,

In gonclueding our report wo wish to pound a warning that tha good
citizera of both rages ba on thelr gushd againat inaidicus and false propagands.
In the opinion of this Grand Jury nothing is so likely to ercde and ultimately
destroy pesceful and friendly relstions betwesn the racea as the dissemination
of half-truths and falsehocds such as have been so freely ciroulated in relation
to the events occuring at Colusbia,
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November 4, 1946

Mre. Eleanor Hoosevelt
29 Washington Square VWest
New York 11, New York

Dear Mra. Roosevelt:
Enclosed 1s a copy of a letter I have sent te
Mr. Walter 8, Gifford, Presldent, American
Telephone and Telegraph Company, fer your informa-
tion and comment,
Sincerely yourse,
Clarence Mitchell
Labor Secretary

Enclosure
CHM:mbh
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Mr, Welter 8. Gifford

President, American Telephone
and Telegraph Company

195 Broadway

New York, New York

Dear Mr, Gifford:

With the clesing of the Falr loyment Practioe Committee,

there were left unsettled a of casee involving the
telephone companles of the country. The Natlonal Asscclatien
for the Advancement ef Colored People was lnstrumental in
bringlng some of these complainte te the-attentlon of the

FEPC. They came malnly frem Cellfornia, Maryland, Massachusetts,
Michigan, Hew Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin., In all ef
these cases, the local companies had refused to hire colored
operators.

Now that non-white operators are working in New York and

New Jersey, the policy question in these areas appears te be
regolved., We are also adviged that recently the telephone
companies in Detrolt and Minneepollis have hired colored
operators. We are eager %o see a simllar polley in the other
areas., Accordingly, we would like to knew whether the
telephone company wlll now hire colored appllioante in thease
gtates wlthout dlserimination.

We are interested in establishing & national policy which

would provide for the hiring of all persons by the telephone
company solely on the basls of qualifications. Favorable
action in those areas where there were clearly defined instances
of disoriminatien againet colored applicents for operater Jobs
would be an indication of good faith on the part ef the company.
Any follew-up conversations on this metter willl be useful, tut

I sincerely hope that your company le now ready to make a
public commltment on specific mction 1t willl teke,

Bincerely yours,

/8/ 0Olarence Mitchell
Laber Secretary



NATIONAL ASR0CIATION FOR THE
ADVANCEMENT OF OOLORED FEOPLE

Neeting of the National Laber Cemmittes
Tharsday, Ootober 25, 1546

T™he firet meeting of the Natlenal Laber Cemmittes of the NAAGF was held

on Osteber 24, at 11 a.m., in the offises of the Asscelatiea
20 west NOWA Street, New York iy, pursuant $e notise. ’

M Messrs., Frank Fenten of the American Federatien ef Laber,
.1.;; m-rmmﬂmmun‘::n;m.mmm-.
(1] W represent Charles H. Hous of Washingten, the
Ssere '?L Laber uunlﬁ, the Asslstant Sesretary, the Aduinistra-
tive Asslstant in the New Y Offies and the Epeeial 0 md the
Pirestor of Breanshes, Nr. Walter Reuther had premised %o an
alfernate, tut was unable %o 49 se, Hewever » Yister Reuther was in
e offiee ea eother bmsiness and % in the mesting for a Tow nimates.
Ee expressed full eeeperation of the UAN with the Laber Cemmittes.
Mr, George Weaver was unabls s be pressat bat llli‘lrliill:?rd'ﬂ of
the pregram. HKrs. Elsansr Ressevelt alss sent har appreval she
Committees'n objestives, A similar letter was reeeived frem Father Francis
J. Gilligan of 3%, Paul.

BT DR, D TR e L
al @ sscolatlen as sutlined by the Laber 3saretary wers
discussed,

Upen moftien, duly seconded, ths Cemmittes
VOTER, Te acoept the felleving as objestives of the Laber Department|

"l., Elimination of1 diseriminatery emp § practless in industry
and gevernmeat vhish result in refu %8 hire selered verkers,
wage differentials based sa reee, unequal eppertunities fer

and prometien, unfalr llllcl.:u.‘l.l, and segregatiem in
smpleyment bessmse of rase.

2y OGreater pariieipation of ocelered persens in the trade unien
movement.

3. of segregated leseals, suxiliaries, and other
m:-w praotices h'hh- “l-u: gid

b, Passage of state and federal FEPO legislation.

5. Inelusien of nem-diserimination clauses in state and federal
laws perfaiaing % the empleyment of persens in the sxesutien
of govermment soatrasts.

6. J::.:: with laber unisns fer the enastment of leglslation
T

By laber for the advaneement of wage and welfare
standards and fer the repealing of unfaverabls laber leglslasien.

7. Expanding and impreviag eppertunities fer vocational wraining
on the basis of nes-segregation.’
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The Labor Searetary pointed out that the Sscretary of Laber indlsated
he would net withiraw fedsral funds fream these states vhe dlseriminate
begauss the Department weuld be epen %9 tee mash eritieimm,

The Administrative Assistant suggeasted that im statss vhare thare are
falr employment practies laws io effeet, 1% weuld be well % ask the

branches %9 work wvith the FEP0 set-up in pelieing the USES %¢ see thal
there is ne Alsoriminatiea.

The question was asked abeut sibilisy of br it ia casen of
diserimination. Nr. Waddy ted sut that suil % be brought ea
the that sush 41 sien 19 against %2 guaranfiesd by the

Conatitution of the United States., That weuld be w Is
that the pessibilities of a legal appreach » be exple

wal
as & lash appreash.

W Mr, Shisghkin anasunced that in Deeember the Departaent
& conferensd oni laber legislatisa. Laber uilea Fepre-
sentatives are invited te this conferenge, and they have epportuniiy e
g*% asress some good things at this time,

The Cemmittes listed a mumber of bills the passage of whieh beth laber
unions and the MAAOP are werking teward. Included weret

AnSl-Lynshing Bill

Anti-Fell Tax Bill

FEPO Bill

Fedarel Contrel ef the USES

Falr Laber Standards Aok

W Ellendsr=Taft Hous Bill

Fe Ald te Edusatien B
Atrengthening of the Civil Righte Act.

Mr, Fenten polnted out that state legislatures need te be watoched, and
siggested that the NAAGPF get on sftate malling lists se that 1% might
knew of new legislatisa in the states. He alse saild that the AFL plans
%o scampaign against unfalr atate leglslation,

I The Laber Seoretary stated that he understesd that
0IO as well as the National Associatien of Mammfasturers

%

ing 1
for the AFL and suggested thal NAAOP centast them,

The Administrative Assistant suggested that we get sur btranshes %
ssoure leseal radie Sime over some of the smaller
laber esdusatien in that way,

:
]
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There being ne further bmsiness, the meeting adjeurned,

i

Jlarenss Mitahall
Laber Seorsiary



" N AACP | 0GAL CEFENSE ANE STCATONAL FUND, INc.

Hovember &, 1948

Dear Mr. Attorney Generali

I pommunicated the contents of
your letter about the Columbia, Tennesses
case to Mr. Thurgood Marehell of the
N.A.A.C.P.

Fneloeed ie & memo of part of
hisg reply and I sm sending it to you so
you will know how he feecla.

Very eineerely yours,




W A A.C.P. LEGAL DEFENSE AND EDUCATIONAL FUND, INC.

Fresident
AETHUR B SFINGARN
Fice-Presidensy

HON, HUBERT T, DELANY
DE. WILLIAM A, HEILSON

MARY WHITE OVINGTOM
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20 WEST 40TH STREET, NEW YORK 18, N. Y. H Oftens
WALTER WITR
LOwascar 3-8880 ot Assisam Srcrctary
THORGOOD
Commiai
ROBERT L. CANTER
A S B,
DUTHLEY {om laaws)
T ey ToseiCommny

October 28, 1946

29 Washin ,
New York 3 H. !- T

Dear Mrs. Roosavelt!:

I returned t:u the office a faw a
and have gone over the aomlpmdlnuw

you and At General Tom Clark, concerning
ihe Grand Jury investigstion of the'Columbia,
Tennessea, case. J e -

In the first place, Mr, Clark takes the

position th the letter that there is
no itive identification of any of the state
officials responsible for the destruction of
property and other items. I have always been
gtui-griud at f-hl:l afu.t--uﬂ::p h;:lrni- th‘tmlj:;:‘d

es Department o. {ce never seems to have
any hesitancy in m::ﬂl ts hl.hilit.{ to
form its functions in reg to Negroes 8. {
The F.B.I.His one of the finest records of any l
investigating ization that we know of.
They have been able g:‘ﬂmt. nﬁ sples and other
egplonage agents, saboteurs, well-known gangsters
nugh as Ihill!.n:u'-, att., and I know of no instance
where they have been unable to positive identi-
up cases where
there has been a violation of federal law
whers the victims are Negroes. A Nat

:
g

Consributions are deduciible Jor U, 5. Incoms Ten Purposss
T nfw:'m:ﬂﬂ
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' Mrs, Eleanor Roosevelt October 28, 1946

"wholesale destructiod of people's property™.

Either the Department of Justice, including the F. B. I.
fell down on the job of investigating the case or they deliberately
closed their eyes. However, I would not be completely frank un-
less I admitted that I did not expect a whole-hearted attempt by
the Department of Justice to bring about any convictions of any
state officers in Senator McKellar's home state., I am always
aware of at least one other very impatsntcase where a lhlrm
killed at least one Negro without cause and the Department of
Justice found itself unable to gruncute because it was, I imagine,
too close to Boss Crunys territory. This was, of course, before
Attorney General Clark's term of office. '

As to the Grand Jury investigation itself, there are several
questions which Attorney General Clark has ignored, one of which
is that the Negro witnesses who were the victims were placed be-
fore the Grand Jury without any consultation whatscever with any
lawyer of the United States Department of Justice. In all of my
years of practice, I have never heard of a prosecuting attorney
presenting a cumpia:l.ning witness, or witnesses, to a Grand Jury
without first talking with him. It has also never been satis-
factorily explained to me why it was necessary to hear all of the
state officials accused of committing the crimes before h
from the complaining witnesses. It 8 never been satisfactorily
explained to me why the Negro complaining witnesses before the
Grand Jury were required to stand around in the hall waiting day
after day to be called in. It likewlse has never been satisfactorily
explained to me why the Federal Government permitted one of its wit-
nesses, while waiting to testify before the Grand Jury, to be carried
away by state officers to be questioned for a long time and other-
wise threatened. It is also an anomaly to consider the all-white
jury investigating an occurrence between white and colored people
where the whole question was as to whether the Negro or the white
group was responsible.

Last, but not least, it has never been satisfactorily ex-
plained to me why the Attorney General, while conversant with the
conditions in Nashville, and especially in view of the fact that
the United States District Attorney was a resident of Columbia,
Tennessee, who had already issued a statement that no federal
rights had been vidated, did not proceed by the filing of an in-
formation rather than by hav a Orand Jury investigation. I do
not think there is any doubt that the Grand Jury investigation
turned out to be an investigation mot of a wiolation of the civil
rights of Negroes, but an investigation of organizations and other
matters foreign to the subject,

As to the Grand Jury s I think we can gather from the
admissions of Mr. Bomar at the Columbia trials that there can be
no question that federal civil rights were violated. If the

P

-



Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt October 2'!, 1946

Department of Justice would only go after Mr. Bomar as they
should, I have no doubt, after observing him at the earlier
portions of the Columbia trial, that he would "tell it all®,

T

TM:GS d Marshall
uopwa=19-CI0 Special Counsel
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and others of the Department conferred at length on October 23,
1946, with Mr, Leon A. Ransom, one of the NAAOF attormeys in
the Lawrenceburg trials. At that time, Mr. Ransom expressed
an opinion similar to that of Mr, Marshall and promised to fur-
nish the Department with a Transcript of the Testimony contain-
ing Mr. Bomar's alleged sdmissions. The Transcript has not yet
been received, but, when i% is placed in our hands, it will be
given careful stuly and attention. Bhould our sxamination
reveal evidence of violation of Federal civil rights statutes,
sppropriate measures will be quickly taken.

¥With kindast personal regards,

Bincerely,

Q e

Attorney Usneral
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Eleznor Roosevelt

Apartment 15-A

29 Vashington Scuare, lest
* New York 11, New York

Dear lrs. Roosevelt:

I am enclosing herein copy of a self-explanatory

letter to Kr. Tom C. Clark re the Federal Bureau

of Investigation.

EDUCATIONAL FUND, INC.

WALTER WHITE
ROY WILKING

Aurinant Seereiary
2 I:& Comniel

ROBERT L. CARTER

MARIAN WYNN PERRY
FRANKLIN H. WILLIAMS
EDWARD R. DUDLEY (on leave)

oM %, BT e

December 30, 1946

Pursuant to MNr., Marshall's instructions,

Mr. Marshall extends his best wishes to

you for a very happy lNew Year!

Enc.

Very truly yours,

‘ml"-"#

Gloria Samuels

Secretary to Mr. Marshall

Contributions are deductible for U, 5. Income Tax Purposes

Ezecutive Officers

.



December 27, 1946

Hon. Tom C. Clark

Attorney General

U. S, Department of Justice
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Mr. Clark:

thatl pometine ago, I ed
dthention matters which

X ofi with the Department

of Justice. The Fed@xad Fureau of Investigation has

done a good job on paghafe in the South, With the

seansge, bl record of the F,B.I. in

s casag :[:w ‘k ng Negrdes has been notably

one-sided : Ab111ty of the F.B,I., to-identify-

any membe ynch mob in the Monroe, Ceorgia,

1ynchingsiis the st example-of this. tn the dis-

ot Columb? Tennessee, on Fe '25¢h ond

You will remenks
to btring to your pBxis
affect Negroes in

i 1‘E i=s orted that F.B.I. agents
/ ere sent in mimost immediately and were supposed to-
have madg,a thorough and complete investigation, yet,
they weré |unable to produce the name of a single in-
dividual/yesponsible for the acts of violence and the
destruction of the property of the Negroes in that

In the past, the N.A.A.C.F. and other o iza-
tions have used {nexparhmnd investigators have
usually been able to produce the names of the members
of the mobs., In the recent linden, Louisiana; lynch-
ing,,. the President of our lNew Orleans Branch, with
no experience as an investigator, was able to produce
the names of members of that mob, In the beating of
Tsaac Voodard by Officer Shull, in Batesburg, 5. C.
we were able to produce eyewitnesses and the name
the police offlicer.

The F.,BE.I. has established for itself an uncom-
parable record for ferreting out persons viclating



lon, Ton s Clark December 27, 1946

our federal laws, This at record extends Irom the prosecu-
tion of vicious spies unﬂahntmn. who are trained in the
rethods of evading identification and arrest, to nondescript
hocdlums who steal cheap automebiles and drive them across the
state linea. On the other hand, the F.B,I. has been unable to s
identify or Lring to trial persons charped with violations of
federel statutes where Hegroes are the victims. Such a record
dencnstrates the uneven administretion of federal erininal
statutes, whieh should not be tolerated,

You have called-for a strengthening ofshe Foderal Civil
Riphts Statutes, yet, T an sure it 1s appa that there would
be very little use to strongthen these Civill| Rights Statutes
if the F.B.I, continues its policy of bein able to produce
the nemes of persons guilty of such

You will remember that Section 49

you and other officials of the Federal Covernm are specifically
required, at the expense of ¢ ﬁw o institute
prosecution against all perdofig’ violdling any of the provisions
of Chapter 3 of Title 18 ,.< .4 use such persons to be
arrested and imprisoned, o or trial before the Court
of the United Statea or the Be pfial court having cognizance
of the offense.” This statute

dces an additiocnal en upon
you and other law e t of ials of the Federal Covern-
ment over and abov or dylics %- uded in the oath of office.-

For this reasen, I/Yelieve thdt you, as Jttor General of the
United Jtates, have the clear) puty and responsibility of making
a complete investiphtion of of your d wents, namely,

the F.B.I., to det t is impossible for this depart-

rent to ywn a to crimes in which Negroes are
victinms o Fr_\ﬁfﬁﬁla to

ecord as to other crimes.
Thig letter i§|being sent to you without being released
to the jiresa, and publicity vhatsocever is being given to it
other t possible/discussion with members of our staff, I i
expact to in “Zashincton during the early part of January and |
would appr an opportunity to discuss this matter further -

with you if you so desire. ] '1
Very truly yours, i 1
TGS Thurgood Marshall '
uerwa=19-010 Special Counsel
[}
Fede 'n connection with the failure to identify members of
the mob in the Monroe, Ga., [ ine Elu
have noticed the editorial in the T

Saturday, December 21st, eaptioned et~

ment®,
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