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& HAVE WRITTEN YOU IN REGARD TO CHANGE OF DATE oF 1947 L,f

fih CONVENTIONe WILL BE SO GLAD AND RELIEVED TQ HEAR THAT | & =
B YU CAN ADDRESS OUR MEMBERS ON THE EVENING OF JUNE 33n 'iqrﬂ
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Hra Elsanor Roosevelt ~—— g
11"-“:;::‘3;::““" Weat I!M’f
::w';ork 11, New York \Z’;{{Pl _ /ffl/z L"(—W

Dear Mrs Boosevelt, EP W
It wvas & pleasure to receive your recent message accepting our invitafion
\!l'

to spenk to the delegate body at the Tussday evening sezsion of the
12947 Golden Jubilee Conventlon of the Hational Congress of Parents and
Teachore.

The dete of the session will be June 3 instead of May2?, the date given

in the telegram of Invitation. Oertaln complications within the hotel

management made it imposeible for the Stevens to take our convention

on the dates originally planned so it has boen necessary to have oum

meeting a weak later, Juns 2,3 and 4.

1 hope that the new date is & free one in your busy schedule and that

you will be abkd to come to Chi at that time for the message which

you will bring to our members m!.:.'.:l.z‘.|I o0 vital and stimulating.

With all good wishes, I am i_,.---

Cordially yours, "'L/EFL a{ !
HZWS‘ " T f % h i) . {6

1] // [} I

Mra L.¥W. Hughes,Pres
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'THE HATIGHEL CONGRESS OF FAHE’HTS AND TEM‘:HEHB I:lLL _MEEH?E
ITs FIFTIETH !HHWEHS#RT l.T THE _19#? CUHUEHTIDH IN CHICAGO ™™ |

MAY 26-28, WE CORDIALLY INVITE YOU TO ADDRESS THE cuquMTlﬁﬁ]
“'BODY ON TUESDAY EVENING MAY 264 WE BELIEYE THAT YOU HAVE A
VITAL MESSAGE FOR OUR FOUR MILLION MEMBERS BECAUSE OF YOUR [
BROAD EXPERIENCE AND LEADEHSHIF IN WORLD AFFn|ﬁs. ALL %
EKFEH$EE PATDY AW COUNTING HOPEFULLY ON YOUR BEING
YOUR HEFLT_EULLEET TO ME ni 600 s
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National dongress of Parents and €eachers

Mrs. Franklis D. Ecosevelt ! ‘%
Apmmtment 15=A
29 Washington Squares, West

Few York 11, New York \S}y(d’ld

Dear Mra. Ecosevelt:

I sent you a day letter when I was in Chicage last Baturday, tut I had
to return home that night and I hive not heard from the Natlonal Office
whather you replied. sent you am urgent imvitation to addrese the
anrmal comvention of the National OCongress of Parents and Teachers om
the evening of May 27, 1947 at Chicage, when we oblebrate our fiftleth
anniversary.

Charl was klnd enongh %o write you on August 7 giving you all the details
and sxpressing our hopes that you wonld ascept. Teu can ilmagine my
delight when a letter cams from Charl yesterday saying she had received a
letter from you which stated "Tou would be vwery glad to make the spesch
May 27, 1947". I very mumch appreciate your gracions msceptance of this
invitation to speak to our conventlom om thie, ite fiftleth anniversary.
¥We aball have the largest delegation in the history of the Comgress and
we wish to make this comvention program measurd up %0 the cccasien. 1
feel that we have largely achieved this goal whem we have secured yom.
¥ill you write me so I may have your acceptance on file for our fall
Board mesting, whem the Comventlon program will be an important item of
topinsen?

Bincerely yours,

adt 7,

Mra. L. ¥, Baghes
Frosidsat

L¥EH/uh

e
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NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES HM‘ |
1201 SIXTEENTH STREET, N, W.. WASHINGTOM 8. D. C. h /

.l_ ?_P”\

ME :@W«v’

Apartment 15-=i
29 Washington Square, West (1
¥ew York 11, New York

] |
o W
Dear Mrs. HRoosevelt 3

In 1807 the National Congress of Parents and Teachers was organised. It was then
lmowm as the National Congress of Mothers and the name

gines then. 7Tn 1547 this organization, which has gr to 4,000,000 membhera, is
going to celabrate its fiftieth anniversary in the city of Chicage. If hotel
space had been available, the olty of Washington would have been the scene of
this celsbration, because it was hare that the Congress was crganized.

My sister, ¥rs. L. W. Hughes, the president of the organisation, is planning
tha program now and both of us would like to have you spesak m this anniversary
program. There are two reasons for this desire on cur part. First, because
wou are you, and second, besause you are the only person who can really speak
for your "Unele Ted" who contributed greatly to this organization in the days
of its Infanoy.

I have had coples made of articles which appeared in the Washington post on the
dates of March 1, 1902, and March 11, 1808. jnother articls comes from the
Amarican Motherhood Magazine of May, 1508. These artioclss tell of the contri-
bution made by President Theodorsa Rooseavelt and his wife to the meetings of

this crganization., The articls of March 11, 1908, tells of & meeting which

the organization held in Albany when your uncle was governor of the state of
New York. The details of the meeting with him there I have yet to get together.

It is worthwhile to record that Mra. Cleveland gave the Congresa of Mothers a
regaptlon at the White House on February 17, 18687, President and Mrs. Melinlay
gave a receptleon for the delegates, May 5, 1898, All of these incidents are
racorded in a bock published by the Congress under the titls, "Through The
Yeara.® A movement of this kind certainly would hawve attracted the attention
of President Thecdore Roosevelt and would have called forth his support.

This anniversary celebration will be of natlonwide intersst, not only to the
4,000,000 membara of this organization, but to other large organizations of
man and women also., With few exceptions the 28,000 local parent-teacher as-
scclations will have an anniversary cbservance of their own. Each state ocon-
vontion will take notice of it also, It seems to me that here 13 one speech
that you would like to make.

let me repeat that you are the only one who can carry on the Roosavelt tradi-
tion in this regard. Your speech would be carried in the permanent literature
of the organization and would leave for those who come after you a record of
the things you stood for and the things you said, I hops very much that your
time and your strength will permit yoo to acocept this invitation when it ia
axtanded officdally by my sister.

Presldent Truman will ba invited to address the Congtess and I hope that he too
will find it possibls tc acocept.

e




¢

whan the next fifty years have passed and
place those of us who ars now tha
scens of action, 7T should like to think that at that time, 1897, that 10,000,000 mem—

bers in 50,000 locals will be eiting the words which you spoke in 1947,

T should add that the meeting will be held at the Stevens Hotel in Chioago and that the
night of May 27 has beem reserved as the time the convention ccemitte would 1lile to have
you address the body, You will be the only spesker cm that evening's program. Of course,

all of your expenses will be paid,
Do accept if you possibly can, plsasa.

charl Ormond Williams

cow/b

P.5. In the mail this morning came the enclosed letter which is priocelsss, I think,
I knew that governor Theodore Rocsevelt had made an outstanding contributiom
to the Natiocnal Congress of Mothers in its very first years. This letter tells
the story. T am sc glad it came in time to include in this letter.

C.W.
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HATICHAL PAHENTWTEACHER

officlal Magasine Of The National
Congress Of Parents And Teachars

600 South Michigan Bouleward Augoat 5, 1946
Chisago §, T1linois

Miss Charl Ormond Williams
Natiocnal Pducation Assoolation
1201 Sixtesnth Streat, N.W.
'ﬂ-lhiﬂ.ﬁ'tﬂﬂ Ep Da C»

Dear Miss Williams;

{ Sinos we are operating on a skeleton staff during the vacation pericd, we
have thersefore been unable to relsase someone to do the research

to fulfill your request. I have asked one of the girls in theelitorial
division to check whatever data are availabls. Ueanwhils, I shall try to
tell you what T remesber about Theodore Rocsevelt's interest in the Congress.

You will probably recall that accerding to Congress records the (irst Congress
had not closed before a group of wamen from New York broached tha sub-—

ject of forming state branches, It was in the autumn of 1887 that the New
York assembly of Mothers formed the first state branch in the Congress.

In 1B9%, two years after the first meeting, Mrs. Bimey made her first
appearance on the program of any state branch, that of New York. There

goes a story with this meeting that brings Theodore RocsevelS's name into

tha pioture.

The main meetings of the covention were held in the Assembly Chamber of
the Capitel, but one important feature was a reception given by Mre.
Theodore Roosevelt. Governor Rocsevelt attended the reception and with
characteristic impulsivensss invited Mrs, Birney and sevaral cthers te
desert the receiving 1line for a moment in order to visit guentin in the
nursery. They accepted, and, sinoa the opportunity was perfect, they
sugpested to Governor Hoosevelt that he serve on the Advisory Councll of the
Kational Congress, He agreed and held the chairmanship nearly to the end of
his lifa, A letter written sometims later by Theodore Roossvelt tells what
he thought of the Congress.

A7 feal that your Congress of Mothers is the assoclation for which I care
most among all the associations of either sex with which I have been brought
into contasct in the last six or seven years. You are all dealing with the
really vital things of life, and you are dealing with them in such a fine,
sana, healthy way. I count my aocquaintance with the leaders of the Congreass
as among the real prizes that have come to me during the past few years."

I trust this story will be of help to you, I have always enjoyed it. If

we find any other information conocerning his specific activities, I shall
gend it out immediately.

(fur parent-teacher lesadership course begins at Nertiwestern on Monday,
August 5, Wish us luck in this all-important veture.

If you do not hear from me personally again before August 9, please know
that I hope you will have a most satisfying vacation.

Corddally yours,
Eva Grant, Blitor



NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION OF THE “M - \hﬂ r
1201 SIXTEENTH STREET, N. W. WASHINGTON : /
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%Lf} 4 ’}( N JL P'

29 Washington Square, West ’ty\ .
New York 11, New York \ U; qpi

A ¢ \
Dear Mra, Roosevelt: 7 llh LV ‘-g Q
The leng letter that I "threatened” to write you will not be forthooming
for sometime for the reasen t I have not been able to get the informa-
tion I wanted to send you.  Upon my return from a Pacific Comst trip around
the middls of October, I-shall begin again on this matter, and by that time

wa shall be better abls to Judge the trends of the Commission on Higher Ed-
ugation. i

on the merning thnAhn Commission met here in Washington, Dr. McDonald trisd
to contaot every member elither at the hotels or with a lstter to them after
the Commission assembled, He found out that you were not reglstered in any
hotel and that you had no reservation hera. He assumed that you were staying
at the White House. I thought that unlikely.

Imagine my feeling when I read your column that night and lesarmed that you
ware off to Campcbellol It seems to me that was a very good contribution
for you to make to the initial session,

I have tried to find out what took place, Five areas of work were set up,
a steering comnmittee was appointed by Chairman Zook whe appointed himself as
Chalrman of the steering committee. From those who were present we learned
that the disgussion on the part of a number of members showed an attitude of
sympathy and understanding toward the peoint of wiew that Dr. MoDonald ex-—
prossed not only in the first coomunication which you have already receiwved,
but in the second one delivered that moming to the members at their hotels,
It was evident that these Commission members had read thoughtfully his com-
munication,

I asked Dr. ¥cDonald to let me send you, confidentially, a copy of the letter
which Mrs. Eugene Meyer wrote him in answer to the statement which she re-
ceived. ODr. McDonald conferred both eveningas with several members of the
Commission who lean heavily to the point of view he had expressed.

Furthermere, the committee appointed by Dr. Zock to steer the proceedings is
made up of people representing private institutions with one exception. I

understand that Time Magazine will hawe an articls on the Commission in an
early issus,

I shall send you any information that I think is important.
Affectionately,

AR B e

Charl Ormond Williams
com/b



- SEVEN SPRINGS FARM
MOINT KISCO
NER YORK

August 1, 1946

Dear Mr. MoDonald:

A good many of us on the President's Commission for Higher Bducatiom
were very plad to get your statement outlining the oriticisms of your or-
ganization of the restricted membership of the Commission.

let me at the outset giwve you my own history as to the Commission. I
heard of its appointment cnly when I read tha President's statement as given
to the press and was not a little surprised to find myself a member, T still
de not know who sugpested my name, I find that this was the experience of
moat of the other members.

As I am very concerned about the point of view not only of the NEA bub
of all important educational groups I anticipate that cur Commission will
meet at differsnt times with such groups to study their wishes and to incor-
porate them as far as possible with the ultimate findings, It seema to me
that that is the only thing we can now do to remedy the limitations which
the Commisaion membership representa,

As far as I am concerned, my public record will indicate that your
point of view and mine are not very far apart and you can rely upon me to
do all that is in my power to uphold my own point of view as to the funda-
mental need for increasing publie Idmltimﬁﬂ the college level.

- ;

At this present moment T am indeed/more concermed about the milli
of weterans, both Negro and white, who never finished grammar school for
thay are the ones whose needs are being least met except, possibly, in such
wall equipped cities as New York.

Uy plans permitted me to stay in Washingtem only two days during this
trip. Otharwise I should have made an attempt to see you before leaving towm.
I do not expect now to be in Washington again for severdl weeks but I shall
try to get in tousch with you the very next time that I am there.

Please be pasured that there are many other members on the Coomission who
foel more or leas as I do about our oommon problems and that these wther members
as great an affort as I shall to keep in touch with the NEA and the other
edugstional groups.

In the meantime T should be glad if you would send me the minutes of the
meatings which you held in Chicage on the problems of the wveteran's education,
If you could sendhe these at onee I am sure they will be of use to me for
the article I an writing on the problems of the veteran for Collierts Magazine.
In the future these reports would alse be helpful in my thinldng upon the
whole problem of veteran education.

Yours sincerely,
- (signed) AGNES E, MEYER
¥r. Ralph MeDonald (Mra. Bugens Meyer)
Executive Secretary
Department of Higher Edumtion, NEA
1201 Sixteenth Street, N.W.
Washington 16, D. Cs
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