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e —r "Our Common Cause—Democracy”
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As for point 2, nemely, the admission of displaced persons to th
under a United Nrtloms passport, we ssk this as the only possible selution
to the gemeral problem, If each of the fifty-ome metions of the United
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submit this to you for thoughtful consideration,
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SUMMARY OF THE INTER-CONTINENTAL CONFERENCE
May 6-7-8, 1946

By Mre. Luslla 5. Leudin
National Cowneil of Women of the liiited Statds,Inc.

Throughout the sessions of this Inter-Contihental Confepence, the emphasis has
boen placed on five vorld-wide problams which must be solved, 1f we are to achiste
& lasting peace. H-Mwowhlﬂmimmﬂ-pﬂut'ﬂnnm
consider these momentous issuss in terms of PEOFLE, rether than in terms of naticos;
for it is FEOPLE who are being deprived of Human needs, snd FEOFLE whose vants cah
be satisfied only through the cooperation of other FEOFLE. u--u'nnun.ﬂul
ploture of what these needs are, -- physical, scobomic, moral and spifitual, ih
each continent. We were infommed of the bitternoss and of the ethical vold whieh
exists in the hearts of some of the victims of enemy persecution in formerly Nasi-
dsminated lands, and of the effects of war-shattered economies upon their morale.
We were warned that hungry and homeless people cam offer poor realstance to
ideoclogles antithetical to democracy, and that Nazi poisom has taken firm root in
the Americas and in Burope. We were reminded aleo -- and thipg should be noted
particularly by the women of the United Btates -- that the Bill of Rights is still
a paper dogument, and mot a living reality, to many inhabitants of this natiem,
who have yet to attain full cititonship end equal opportumity.

There wes & striking similarity in the thinking of all the speakers. From the far
corners of the glebe came wlmost identical statements, with deviations mads only

in eonsideration of problems poculiar to geogrephical location or anclent traditions
vhich must be changed slowly. Again and again were reiterated the words: freedom,
understanding, Justice, imtegrity, cooperation and respect for the dignity of the
ipdividual; and alweys these were named as prerequisites t0 & lasting peace.




It was obvious that women in all parts of the world realize that mankind is indeed
at the zero hour; that we knmow we are now living in a single commmity which is
sprawled over the earth's swrface; that wo are united in our common desire for peace
epd security; that we want to assume our share of the responsibility for the
attaimment of these aims; that we are eager te do what wo can, as individuals and
as members of organized groupe, to implement the United Natiops Charter; and that
ve intend to use our vote to place in key poeitions only qualified men and women
who will carry out our wishee. Most hopcful of all, perhaps, was the outspoken

ackmovledgement at every session, of owr reeponsibility for owr fellow man.

Dr. Phillips expressed this early in owr mecting when she said, "You are not only
your brother's keeper; you are your brother's brother," Beyond all guestion, it
is apparent that we are aware of the path we must take to reach the new and better
world which we s0 earnmestly desire; but we have yot to demonstrate that we are

prepared to take that path.

This is the general summary of the Confcremce. We come now to the report of the
special Conference Committee which was appointed to present specific recommendations

based on the sentiments expressed dwring the scseions.
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For the two ad a half daye of tils International Confepence, we have probed deeply
into the causes of war and have arfived at a basic truth which mahkind has been
tttqﬂngtuimrnrnnrl;mw:m. It is this -~ that there 18 &
pioe which mist be paid for peace and that price is bbeclute, sindere, deveted
and wnavering adherence, howr by hour and day by day, to the primciple of the
brotherhood of man and the fatherhood of God. Nothing less will do. Failing it,
Ve are acoepting war.

Once we have sesled our bargain with owselves, whidh ih vhete the prectice of
peace must really begin, the quostion is: ARE WE WILLING TO PAY THE PRICE OF FRACE?

You of the Conference will meet your first test here and now, for your committee
has picked up the challonge hurled at all of us yesterday by Dr. Lena Madesin
Phillips and hes outlined in the following what it believes to be a practical
program for women at this eritical hour.

Your committee's proposals are paired with th five major issues which have been
80 thoroughly explored throughout this confersnce:

1, ERARVATION

1. Every national organization of all supplying nations must demand of their
roopective govermmente:
a. That each fulfill sny apd all commitmente to the several international
wtumnurmmmxmﬁu,mum.
Combined World Food Board and the Food ond Agricultursl Oxgenisediop.

S
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b.

That the administration of relief and rebabjlitation be enforced on &
non-political basis in every receiving coumtry.

That their respective governments set aside at the source and ship
promptly the full quots pledged by each nation, of wheat, rice, grainm,
seeds, fate, oils, meat and other proteins for relief to Ewrope, Bouth
Africa and the Far East.

That they insist on whatever other:retioning may be necessary to discharge
this moral obligatiocn.

In all the comtributing countries, natiopal organigations should demend:

That all organirzed groups -- natiomal, state and local -- eliminate bread,
rolls, apd cake from thelr menus at group luncheons, teas and dinners for
which they are responsibile whether these are held in restaurants, hotels,
or private homes.

That they also request restaurant sssocistions, private caterers and the
dining fecilities of all transportation systems to serve breadstuffs only
upon request, and to comserve foods in short supply as much as possible.
That they eponscr educatiomal cempaigne in every commmity to demonstrate
how left-overs can be utilized, how meals can be planned around foods not
required for overseas relief, and how to avold waste in any form.

That they urge home makers to cootinue to salvage waste fata.

That they ask their individusl mesbers to grow Victowy Gardens.

That they suggest to their . members a budgetary provision for regular cash
comtributions to bonafide private agencles which purchase and distribute
food for relief.
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It is understood that the above restrictions should coptinus umtil the gondition
of world femine and starvation no longer exists.

1. Every national organizotion in overy member nation of the United Nations should
apprise thelr respective governments of their desire to assure satisfactory living
conditions and opportunities for rohabilitation to displaced persons while they

.
are awalting permanent resettlement.

2. As & practical polution to & world problem which challenges christian conscience,
they should request thelr respective govumments to absorb a ppoportionate guota
each of the non-repatriable displaced persons under a Umited Nations passport

issusd for that purpose, end which would be accepted as a fully credited idemtifi-
cation paper by all members of the United Nationa.

3. Thoy should indicate to thelr govermment leaders at onee their wio leo=hearted
ondoreement of the rocommendation of the Anglo-American Committee of Inguiry which
urged that 100,000 Jews be transported to ond settled in Palestine without delay.

k. They must demand that all homoless children now in conpentration camps be
temporarily housed in foster homes which are willing to regeive them, under the
suparvielon of the intornational agency responeible for displaced persoms, and
furthermore, that their adoptigg by previously investigated private families be
facilitated, under a United Nations paseport.

5. During the scute housing ehortage, nationel organigations in every country
should demand:
a. That prioritics on bullding materinly be given to provide shelter for
familien.



b. That governments be asked t0 assume low-cost housing projects to provide
decent homes for lower income families.

1. HNational organizations should demand that all discrimination on the basis of
#ex, rage, color or creed be sbolished, 1f necessary, by the adoption of legal
measures which will insure Justice to all, in ocrder that a world of equal re-
sponsibility, equal rights and equal opportunity be created for all human beings.

£. They must safeguard the right of every eligible individual to full educational
opportunities and the abolition of quota systems in institutions of higher learning.

3. Al women's organizatiopns in countries under demooratic systems of govermment
ehould demonstrate their complete acceptance of the equalitarian idea:by insuring
the full participation of representatives of mincrity groupe at public ipterest

gatherings.

4. To aid in the development of humen brotherhood, women must make every effort
to promote understanding, good will and respect for differonces in their daily
contact with all other humen beings, and most important of all, they must instill
these attitudes in their ochildren.

5. Women in democratic countries must comstantly guard against the danger to world
peace inherent in the doliberate fostering of racial, religious and class hatreds,
and take vigorous stops to combat such movementa.



IV. NATIONALISM

1. A1l wvomen should impress upon their government leaders their strong disapproval
of the creation of any bloc in world politics, and support the United Nations.

2. They should engage actively in educational programs vhich pramote an under-
standing of the probleme, customs, and traditions of all other nations.

3. They must implement their foith in the United Naticme by informing thelir
respective govermnments of thelr willingness to swrender &8 necessary portion of
national soverelgnty to the United Nationa.

L. They should elect only internationally minded men and women to all public
office and urge the appointment of similarly qualified men and women to all offic-
ial inpterpational organizations.

5. They should watch all ponding legislation which has an impact upon world under-
standing and use their influence with their goverrment leadors to prevent a return
to power politice and secrot diplomacy.

6. They must give full support totho principle of a United Nations Trusteeship

of atomle energy

7. They should give full support to and insure adequate financing of the United
Nationsa REducational, Belemtific and Cultural Organizations (UNESCO).

8. In their respoctive countrius they should encourage the presentation of radio
troadceste and motion pleture films which promote world understanding and the
concept of global citizouship.
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9. Because of the effect upon the attitudes of youth, they should examine school
textbooks, particularly geographies and histories to insure the alimination of
material which fosters oxceesive natiopalism and distrust of nﬂnﬂ* comtries,

V. c

1. Women should support fully all proposals for the oxpansion of world trade and
s sound international trading system to prevent economic warfare and natlionaliasm.

2. They should urge world rugulation of tariffs eo as to promote freer trade whish

ell the nations need for prosparity.

3. They should guard against the economic exploitation of countries which ave now

being granted their political freedom.

Your Committoe wishes to point out that the conclusion reached by the Inter-
Comtinental Conference coincide with the findings of the United Nations women
dslegates, who in &n open lettar from London, February, 1946, urged the following:

1. Mo recognize the progress women have mide during the war and participate
ractively in the effort to improve the stendard of life in thelr own countries
and in the pressing work of reconstruction sc that there will be qualified
vomen reedy to accept responeibility when new opportunities arise.

2. To trein their children, boye and girls alike, to understand world problems
and the need for international ccoperation as well as the rroblems of thelr
cwn countries. X

3. HNot %0 permit themselves to be misled by anti-domocratic movements, now or

in the future.
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L. To recognize that the goal of full participation in the 1life and
responaibilities of thelr countries and that urnu-.umq is n

common obJective toward which the women of the warld should mseist one
another.

The wmanimity of opinion on the part of the two groups of women becomes under-
standable when it is borne in mind that esach had the same objective; a blusprint
for women's "full perticipation in the life and responsibilities of thelr dowitries
and that of a world commmity..... " directed towsPd the practice of peace.

Committes on WM"“’
Migps Harriet Parsons, Canada
Dr. Olive R. Russell, Canada
Mre. Williem Barclay Pareons, Jr., USA
Mrs. Luella 5. Laudin, Chairman, USA

Unanimoualy adopted by the
Inter-Continental Conference

May B, 1546
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