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THE NATIONAL MENTAL HEALTH POUNDATION
1520 Race Street
Philedelphies 2, Pennsylvania
OBJEOTIVES
To incresss public understending of the nature
and treatment of mental illness and mental deficlency;
to secure the highest attainsble standards of treatment
and care of the mentslly ill end mentally deficient;
6 to further the development of preventive mental hygisne
facilities.
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THE SERIOUENESS OF THE HROSLEM

Of all the disessea that affect mankind, those that afflict his mind end per-
sonality constituts today the greatest threat to man's well-being. The con-
queat of the phyeicel disesses that have shortened and burdened life in the
past is slowly yet surely belng achieved. Medical history concerned with the
control of physical illnesses and conteglous diseapes hes & long and illustri-
cus record of achievement, which todey provides the American pecple with the
highsst lovel of physicel health in the world. With mental illness, however,
the story is tragleally different. Conecern about its naturs, investigation
into ite ceuses end cures, and application of even the existing kmowledge in
this fisld have remmined so far neglected .thet today spproximstely S0% of all
hospital beds in the United States are occupied by mental patienta.

Why has this aspect of the well-being of the individusl received such scant
ettention from the public? The answer resides largely in the sttitudes held
by moat persone toward mental illnesa. Although in recent decades the medical
profession hes become more concerned with the nature and prevention of mental
illness, to most of us the mentally 1ll are still part eriminsls, to be pun-
ished; part sick, to be healed. Expressions such ss “crazy", “"lunatic” and
"madman® abound in our common language. To the average person, those unfor-
tunate enough to become mentally i1l are looked upon as outcasts, figures of
ohame and derieion, to be feared, scornod snd avoided. These sattitudes,
mentally unhealthy in themselves, must be desmlt with if paychiatry im to re-
ceive the popular support snd acceptance it deserves ss & medical sciences

Public indifferemce end apathy are also beased upon ealmost complete ignorance
of the seriousness apd extent of mental illoess. The ides that "it can't
keppen to me" held by so many of us, is refuted by the following statistics:

1. About 6% of the population, approximately 8,000,000 persons,
suffer from some form of mental or nervous disorder at the
present time.

2. There are today over 800,000 patients in our mental hoapitala.

3+ Mental illness reaches .into every fifth family in the United
States.

4: One out of every 17 persons will spend part of his life in a
mental institution.

These appalling figures would not appear so serious if the quantity and quality
of preventive and treatment facilities were smdequate to ocops with them. But
they ere not. The most cursory survey of mental health facilitiss reveals an
unbroken snod tregie pleture throughout the mmtion of overcrowded, deteriorsted
buildinga; overworked snd underpald ataffs; tooc few peychimtrists, psychiatrio
nurses end sttendsnte; cheotic and outmoded legal provisicns for hendling
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mental capesi and an almost total lack of eny functioming preventive program.

When trenslsted into humen values, these shemeful conditions edd up to sn um-
paralleled total of misery snd despair for the mentally i1l now in state insti-
tutions, end for those who will need peychistric care in the years to come.

There is no medical resson why these appalling conditicns need exist. In the
past feow decades, despite limited funmds snd personnel, peychistry bas made
tremendous etrides in developing new and effective treatment methods. Electric
and chemical shock, nerco-synthesis, paychotherapy, neuro-surgery -- all are
providing & fund of kmowledge end experience which, if spplied extensively,
could lighten the burden of thousands of patients who are forced to mark time
in ipnstitutioms, sand could prevent the occurremee of scute mental illness in
thousands more.

The lack of ap intelligent and comprehensive mental health program is proving
extremely costlys Our present state hospital syatem; caring for more than
600,000 mentel patisnts, represents sn snoual tax burden of over $300,000,000,
even under present low standards of care. In sddition, new admissions to
state hospitals each year represent the loss of $3850,000,000 in potential earn-
ings. Besidea that, there is & loss of earnings of spproximetely $850,000,000
sach year by persons incapacitated by some psychistric discrder, though not
hospitalized. &

Beonomy-minded people often sdvance the proposition that 1t ia cheaper to
provide more custodisl cere for the mentally 111 than to inveat the necessary
funds required for intensive therapys This propositlom, even ignoring the
humén wvalues involved, cenncot stend up under close scrutiny. To eite one ax-
mmple, it has been estimated that one mental health olinie would more than pay
its cost if it prevented only four persons smnually from being hoapitalized

for serious mentsl illness. Yet we have only half the minimum number of clinics
deemad adequate by paychiatrie stendards. As o result we are forced to build
more snd more buildings to provide ecare for the mcutely ill.

While various physicel discrders have besn winning wider snd more substantiasl
support from the public, mental illness has received almost no attemtion. OfF
the §48,000,000 contributed by the publie to voluatary health sgencies in 1945,
less then 1% was given for mental heslth educetion.

It ia obvioua that no easy solutiom existe for this complex problem. More
hospital plenta must be built to relieve those now dangerously overcrowded.
Groater funds must be sllotted to stimulate peychistrie training. Salary
levels and working conditions muat be improved to attract competent phyelcians
and other hospital personnel to our stete institutions. More attention must
be devoted to the preventive sspescts of mental illnsas.




Yot history has shown that attempted reform can schieve little unless publio
understanding scoompanies it. Thus it is clear that the mental health needs
of our country will mot be met until we sdopt a.new.spprosch to mental illneast
an approsch grounded in the understanding that mental health is as vital as
physical health to the well-being of the individual personality.

Such understending will come sbout only through a soundly conceived and boldly
executed program of publie educetion aimed at improving stepderds of care mad
treatment of the mentally i1l and mentally deficient, snd developing intel-
ligent attitudes in the public mind. toward mentel disesse. To provide such a
progrem is the purpose of the National Mental Heslth Foundations



Spigins

During the last war, over three thousand young men under Selesctive Service
volunteersd to work in mental institutions, which mt that time fmced & serious
manpowsr shortage. PFew of these men hed previous exparisnce or kmowledge of
the conditions with which they were confronted when they entered ths hoapitals.
Serving primerily ss attendants on the wards, they found themselves in &
aitusation whieh, through yesrs of neglect by the public eamd by state govern-
monts, hed deteriorated into en outmoded system of institutioms providing
1little more than the basic essent ials of existence for thelr chargeas

In thelr sttempts to improve the quality of treatment by the sttendent group,
[ thess men formed & Montal Hygiens Frogram, which published snd eirculated &

rprofossional journal” titled THE ATTENDANT. This magszine, the firat of its
kind, provided s medium for exchanging practical information smong attendenta.

It soon became avident, however, that ultimete correctlion of the deplorable

lack of adequate peychimtric facilities would come eabout only as the general
' public becams sware of its responsibility toward the mentelly ‘sick, and thet
no smount of direct institutional service could of itself bring about the de-
sired changes. While considersble public sttention was being directed toward
the more dramatic physical illnesses such &8 infentile parslysis, tuberculosis,
and eancer, no national orgenizeation et that time wes making & serious and
concerted attack on public apathy and ignorance about mental illneas, in apite
of its eppallingly high incidence.

Acoordingly, the Netlonal Mental Health Foundntion weas organized in May of
1946, Its purpose; as stated in the articles of incorporaticn are: "to
stimulate and conduct ressarch and educecionel sotivities relating to menmtal
health, mental illness, mentsl deficisncy, end institutions, laws and persconel
conducted with the cars of the mentelly 11l eand mentelly deficient, and to
further the betterment of mental care throughout. the United States of Ameriocs.”

Organisation

The Foundaticn eims at widespread citizen support, with mesbarship open to all
who mre interested in the welfere of the mentally ill. Polioy of the Founda-
tion is determined by & board of directoras slected pericdically by the member-
ship. The staff, st presant composed of twenty persons, carriss out poliey
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under the dirsction of an executive coumeil, composed of the directors of the
four divisions; sduocstiom, legml, publishing snd finance, plus the sxeoutive
seoretarys

To insure sound interpretation of the precepts of peychistry, all materials
published end produced by the Foundation are checked by an advisory board,
somposed of representatives of the peyochistric profession and related fields.
In sddition, these materisls sre comstantly checked by the Staff peychistrist,
Dellas Pratt, M. D.




THE RATIONAL MENTAL HRALTH POUNDATION
PAST AND CURRENT AOTIVITIES

"sss t0 improve conditioms of treatment
and care in mental institutionSe.."

POBRLICITY

Foousing the spotlight of neational publicity upon the deploreble conditions im
our msntal imstitutions hes been cne of the firat and most important projescts
undertaken by the staff. Articles portraying inasdequate fecilities in our men-
tel inetitutions have been developed and placed in such naticnal magazines as
Life, Resders Digest, Liberty and Week, Surveys of conditions in memntal
no:piuﬁ heve besn condusted and public in New Jersey, Pennsylvanias,
Virginia, apd Iowa. In sddition, numercus srticles om mental illness smd the
Foundation have been plaged in eivie, church and <club pericdicals. The sharp
ingrease of public interest in the problem hes been smple reward for the
ressarch and constant effort necessary for this publicity.

ATTENDANT TRAINING

Publicetlons

In any mental institution the attendant, or psychietric aide, ls an extremely
important member of the therapeutic team. Yet for decedes the position of
attendant in our memtal imstitutions bas been charscterized by low pay, long
working hours, indescribable working conditions, end little or mo training.

To improve the ststus of the attendant, snd to attramect high-calibre psrscamnel,
the staff hes developed & serles of treining materisls. Thess materisls are
designed to provide beasic information about the wariocus types of mental illness,
and to sct me guldes for the psychistric aide and training sohool attendent

in his deily contect with patients. They include:

The Bsychietric Aid, the only monthly magazine for sttendants
(Circulation 3500)

Hendbook for Peyohistric Aides, & menusl of basic information

for hospital eattendanta
WW for those who work in
* he mentally deficient

*Handbook om Restreints, techniques for handling disturbed and

overactive patients
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These materials have received wide acceptance in state, private and veterans'
institutiona.

*Prepered but mnot yet published for lemck of funda.

Attendante' Awa

To stimulste recognition of the importance of the sttendant or psychiatric
aide, the Foundation has estsblished sn snnual award for “The Peychiamtric Aide
of the Yesr®., The first presentetion of the §500 award and citetion will be
made lete this year to 8 mental hoapital sttendent or pasychiatric aide who
shows outstanding skill in the discharge of his duties, and kindness and devo-
tion to the patients under his cere. Five additional cesh swards of $50 each
and an eppropriste cltetion will be glven to cendidates deserving honorasble
montion. The panel of judges will imclude Albart Deutsch, suthor end
Journelist; Robert He Folix, M« D., Chief, Mental Hygiene Diviaion, U. 3.
Public Health Service; Drs Robart L. Sutherlend, Director, Hogg Foundation
for Mental Hyglene, University of Texss; Mary Jeapes Ward, author of Sn
Pit, ond June Joslyn; Oregon Soclety of Mental Hyglene. It is hoped that the
award will focus attention on the significant role of the attendant in the
care of the mentally 111, and will stimulate interest in setting higher pro-
fessicnal standards for those engeged in this works.

VOLUNTEERS IN MENTAL INSTITUTIONS

Institutional Service Unite

To alleviate the pressing shortage of attendants, the Foundation, in cooper-
aticn with church groups, has devaloped summar service unlts for collage stu-
denta. These students, during & two or three month period of employment, pro-
vide servicea to patients othorwise unaveilable dus to lack of personnel.
During the summer of 1947, more than 300 students participated in service

unita in nine states. The sducationsl impact of this experiemce upon these
studenta should not be undsrestimeted. Many have been led to make & vocaticnal
choles in the paychistriec field. A constructively eritical part of the
hospital while employed there, all have returned to colleges moross the country
with new insight inte the problems of the mentally ill.

Another phase of relieving the shortage of personnel has been sncoursging the
use of volunteer units in institutions. At the Foumdation's lnstigetion, the
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American Red Cross has adopted ms & naticnal project the use of Gray Ladiea’
Unita in stete mental hospitale. The program hes been successfully sstablished
in & nusmber of hospitals., The American Women's Volunteer Service is snother
national organization which hes responded to the great need in this new fisld
for volunteers. Volunteer groups provide entertaloment, take patienta for
walks, supply end staff ciroulsting libreries. These invelusble services,
often impossible without volunteers, coatribute materimlly to the rehabil-
itetion of the patient. In sddition, members of such groups come to recog-
niza the patients ae sick persons to be helped back to health, and not as
sociel outcasts to be shunned.

MENTAL HEALTH LAW

Legal provisions for the commitment and protection of the mentally 111 and
deficient ere in meny lnstances as outmoded and archaic as the public sttitudes
toward mental disesase. Although the mental health statutes of several states
are progrossive and enlightened, most atete legislation on mental illness
8till classifies the mental patient, by implication, with criminal eslements.

From the outset of its incorporaticn, the Foundation has engaged in & survey
of the mental health lews of the federal and stete governments. These surveys
ere being published &s rapidly as financial resources and staff limitstiona
permit. To dete beslc research bas besn completed for thirty states, and
digeats of these surveys have been published for Pennsylvanis and Esnsas.

These briefs are an invaluable basis for enalyzing existing law, and for devel-
oplog reccomendations for leglelative chenges and improvements.

"ess to develop in the American public intelligent attitudes toward
mantal illnesfse."

COMMUNITY ORCANIZATION

The Foundetion believes it is only through orgenized citizens' sffort on loesl,
state and national levels that & dynamic end comprehensive pattern of paychi-
atric services will be realized. To this end the Foundetion has built ita
educational progrem sround strengthening end developing community groups con-
cerned with mental health. Meny mentel health groups exist throughout the
country with & great variety of structure and progrem. The majority of thess
orgenizaticns are small in membership, staffed by voluntesrs, end ususlly
concerned with only one or @ fow of the mental heslth needs of their community.
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Field Services

Field services by the staff have taken verious forms during 1945 and 1947,

all designed to strengthen community groups. In Florids, New Jersey and Rhode
Islend, staff members have given sssistance in esteblishing new mental health
orgenizations. In Wisconsin, Iows and Kensss, mseistence in developing recom-
mendatlons for chenges in present mental heslth legislation has been supplied
to state orgenizetions. In Californis end New York, field offices have been
established, where it was felt that no local organization was providing a
comprehenaive end sggressive program of mental health educatiocn.

In Pennaylvania, by 1946, the memtsl hospital system had become cne of the
notoricus in the netion, with overcrowding in some institutions as high es
100%. Through cooperation with civie groups throughout the stats, including
the Public Charitles Assccistion, the Lesgue of Women Voters, etc., an inten-
8ive educational campeign wes undertaken to inform the public of these con-
ditions, with sound recommendations for their remedy. During three montha
beginning in December, 1946, four steff members treveled extensively scrcss
the state spesking before civic groups in Pittsburgh, Altoons, Bethlehem,
Reoding, Herrisburg, Erie, Philedelphis and meny other communitiss. Those
efforts were rewarded in February, 1947, when the Pennsylvenia laginlaturse
sppropriated $80,000,000 for a two-year progrem of rebuilding end expending
mental hoapital facilitiss.

EIUCATICNAL MATERIAL
Literature

Much needed in the fleld of mental health education has been popularly
slented litersture designed to interpret probleme of the mentally 111 and
deficisnt to the general public. The following pamphlets are & few among
those produced by the Foundation to fulfill this need:

On Mental Illness:
Toward Mental Health
From Follyeesto Fatters...to Freadom
Will They Ba Cursd?
What to Look For in & Mental Hoapital

On Mental Deficiemoy:
Forgotten Children
About the Fesble-Minded
If Your Child is Slow
Wt to Look for in e Stete Training-
School for the Fesble-Minded

i



In July, 1947, the Foundation published "Out of Sight -- Out of Mind", by
Frank L. Wright, Jr., & protraysl of preeent institutional ocsre of the mentslly
ill. Besed upon thousands of eye-witness reports comtributed by attendants
working on the warda, the book is & powsrful indictment of the shockling neglect
and maltrestment afforded the 800,000 persons now in mentel hospitals aecross
the natlon.

Bad lo

In the fall of 1946, the educetion division produced & series of eight fifteen-
minute redio dremetizetions designed to replsce, in the listenser's mind, old-
foshioned idess concerning mentel diseases with more constructive attitudes
toward this "number-one health problem™. Under the title "FOR THESE WE SPRAK--"
these trapscribed progrems have been sponsored and brosdcamst by local mental
heslth soclieties and other organizeticns in more than 175 communities through-
out the United Steates and Canada. The transcriptions are of the "open-end”
type, allowing the locel sponsoring group time for a clesing snnouncement in
which to tie in the program materisl to the locel situation.

The progrems have been widely sceepted by both psychistrists and the mental
bealth organizations for whom they were intended s an educational tools. They
have also received m highly favorsble receptiom by the public snd by the radio
profession. In May, 1947, at the Ohio State University Institute for Education
by HEedlo, the series received a citetion "in recognltion of outstending educa-
tional value and distinguished redio production™. Also available on 1E2-inch
records sulteble for ordinary phonographs, the programs have been found useful
in hespital orientation courses, publiec relations cempalgns, community group
meatings and school assemblies.

A new radio series of L3 plays hes besn produced end will be ready for sponsor-
ship and distributicn in September, 1947. Seversl of these programs offer
sound proposals for improving mental heslth in the communitys The balance of
the series deals with problems connected with the mentally 1ll; ettitudes
toward mental patientej conditions in mentel hospitals; what the concerned
eltizen can do to correct comditions. FHalph Bellamy will be heard as narrator
for this series which is titled, "The Tenth Man".
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THE BATIONAL MEWPAL HEALTH FOUKDATION
FIRANCIAL HISTRY AND CURRENT NEEDS

In 1945, the total income of the Mentel Hygiene Progrem which preceded the
Haticnal Mental Health Foundation amounted to approximately §5000. Most of
these funds came from the American Frisnds Service Committes, the Memnonite
Central Committes, the Brethren Service Committes and & few individuals

intereated in the work being carried on in mental hoapitals by this groups

The Service Committees listed above contioued their finapcisl support during
most of 1946, comtributing §11,619 during the first eight months. With the
incorporation as & non-profit citizems orgeanization in May of that year, how-
aver, it was rocogonized thet brosder avenuves of support must be found to
finance the much expanded program. Direct mall activitles, perscnal solicita-
tion, apd interpretation of the program were intensified. In sddition, efforts
ware madea to secure the interest of philanthropile foundationas By the end of
1948, & totel of £47,078 hed been raised from these various sources.

The progrem of the Fousdation for 1947, ms adopted by the Board of Directors,
¢alled for & budget of £172,500. Despite the fact thet due to rapid expansion
of personnel snd services we entersd the year with a deficit, approximately
277,000 of thie smount had been secured in the first eight months of 1947.
This figure cen be broken down &a follows:

Orante from Foundntionms: $ 56,280
Sales (literature snd radic) 8,000
Contributions 14,750
Total $ 77,000

In Jeouary, 1947, & joint grent of $50,000 wea made to the Foundation by the
Rockefeller Foundation and Camegle Corporation of NHew York. It was agreed by
these foundatione that & aimilar grant would be forthcoming in 1948, if the
balance of the 1947 budget ($122,500) were secured from non-foundetion sources.
By the end of August, however, only one-sixth of this goal had been met,
leaving approximately $100,000 still to be raised to qualify for the grants in
1948.




COTENS AD EDRSEMETS

"I can't claim credit for having read all of the material published by the
Hetionel Mental Health Foundstion and, therefore, can't be specific or sven
8ll ineclusive. Those efforts which I have seen, however, 1 think sre excellent
end entirely in egreement with my point of view and interest and confidenocs in
paychiatry."
Willism 0. Menninger, MD - The Memninger Foundation, Topeks, Eansas,
Formerly Brigsdier General in charge of sll Neuropsychistric Services for

the U. 3. Amays.

"I have been very much plessed with what they have done up te this point end
believe their contribution is vitelly needed and thelr general spprosch is wval-
uable and deserves epprovel and becking."
Seward Hiltner - Executive Secretary, Department of Pmstoral Services,
Federal Council of Churches. '

"As an sdministrator of a mental health program in one of the States, I have
found the sctivities of this organization invelusble and very worthy of strong
publie support.”

Frank F. Tallman, MD - Commissioner of Mental Hyglene, State of Ohio.

"You are certeinly doing 8 fine job of publicizing the mental health situation
throughout the country and what can be done to improve it. More power to you."
Joseph Z. Terrell, President, West Virginia Board of Oontrol.

“"Each member of the Soolety end the visitora who hed the privilege of seeing

and studyling your excellent exhibit, is indeed grateful to you. The care and

interest with which each plece of material was examined proved its valus.”
Eleapnor F. Gardner - Exscutive Secretary, Texas Soclety for Mental Hyglene.

"I would also like to take this opportunity to congretulate your group on the
very fine work they have been doing during the paat few years aas well ss et
present. Heving formerly been employed in & state mental hospital, I know
whereof I speak.”

Edith Patton, R.N. - Assistant Editor, Americen Journal of Nursing.

"We are enjoying your publication The Paychistrie Ald very much. You are cer-
tainly making &8 fine contribution to the Tield of paychistric Nursing."
E+ M Steele; Ra:Ns

"A book that everyone should resd is "Cut of Sight, Out of Mind" by Fremk L.
Wright, Jrs., published by the Nationsl Mental Heelth Foundstiom, Inc."
Elsanor Hoosavelt in her syndicated column My Day.

"Not only hes the radic statiomms' response to the series been gratifying, but
we have alao received meny letters from the listening audience. We feel that
the seriea hes provided us with importeanmt publicity and an educstional outlet.
Your job in producing them, we feel, is excellent.”
Marilyn Ruben - :;-;i.h Relations Director, Illinocis Soolety for Memtal
ano.

"A brief of the mental health laws in Kamnsas has been reviewed. I sincersly
believe thet these briefs would be of immense value to State and Federsl agencies.
Their publication should continus.”
John M. Oaldwell, Jr. - Colomel, Medical Oorpe; Chief, Neuropsychiatry
Consultants Divislon, War nnu-:-m- ;
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July 15, 1946 '

Mrs. Eleanor Hoosevelt
Hoom 901

342 Madison Avernue

New York 17, New York

Dear Mrs. Hoosewvelt:

We receive a great many letters from patients in institutions,
and very rarely does cne of these letters seem to have a ring
of truth, Usually they are written by paranoid patients,

Because of your indicated interest in conditions in wveterans!
hospitals, I am enclosing a copy of a letter received from a

patient in Mississippi. Somehow, this letter appeared to be
authentic. You are probably aware that many patients suffer
for sending out reports, and it is my hope that you will be

able to refer this particular letter to someone who will make
at least preliminary investigations, and in no way Jecpardize

the patient. { ’
T
AN TR D
I l Sincerely yours, b R
n g \\ L
. r f .t!u' ::'- '
: 0\ \ 3 t_L
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itport, Mes. &

!flji
sational ¥ental Health Foundation

Dear Sir:

Veterans Hospital a mental hospital 1 have seen patients
tied to bed stretched out tight and have died from such
trentment since . have been a patient November 27, 1545,

rFatient Champane, on kL Ward tied to chair and beaten
in neck front and back of neck until bloed came out of
mouth. FPatient weighs less than 100 1bs. and could not
hurt snyone. ‘ratient would spit on orderly and strike at

orderly.’
dlind patient Hoydell, struck on head with mop because

talking too much.

tne patient on L ward was robbed and said he would
rerort robuery was taken to bath room and beaten to death
and ncthing was done about it.

qinis is a true dtatement so help the Almighty God.

Veteran Walter Dunn - Ward P
#world War 1
C.308198

5.53193




June 20, 1946
Gulfport, Miss.

National Yental Health Poundation |

Vaterans Hoepiinl a mental hespital I hove seen potionta
tied to bed strotehed out tight and have died from such
tre trent Bince L have been m patient November 27, 1945,
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THE NATIONAL M)wﬂ*;fc
MENTAL HEALTH et
FO“NDATION' INE. & PF. 0. BOX -] l‘.‘. PHILADELPHIL 1, PA.

BARING 2-18410

August 20, 1946

Hra, Ileanor Hoosevelt

29 Washington Square, est
Apartment 15-A

Hew York 11, Hew York

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

In the absence of our Executive Secretary, I have been asked to
write to you comcerning your generocus offer of two proposed Sep—
tember meetings in your New York apartment, for presentation of
the Foundation story and needs.

I have enclosed a rough draft of a letter of invitation, and a
tentative list of persons who might be invited. Mr. Edelstein
worked out this list in conference with Alice M. Bradford.

We would be pleased to have you invite other public spirited
persons who in your opinion would be interested and helpful,

Sincerely yours,

S PNt
Stephen Thiemamn
Interpretation and Publicity

st/my
enc = 2




THE NATIONAL
MENTAL HEALTH

FOUNDAT'ONp INE, & P. 0. BOX 7874, PHILADELPHIA 1, PA.

BARING 2-1548

Aujust 20, 1946

Tentative list of persons to be invited to New York meeting with lMrs, Eleanor

Roosevelt.

Krs. J, Borden Harriman W
"Wplands™ .
Foxhall Road

Washington, D, C,

Hrs, Wendell Wilkie
1010 5th Aveme
Hew York, New York

John Winant s o
274 Fleasant Road 1
Concord, N. H.

John Hay Whitney
Hanhasaett
Long Island, New York

Corliss Lamant
450 Miverside Drive
New York, N. Y.

Henry Horpenthau Vﬁ'/
Hopewell Junction
New York

John Foster Dulles
T2 East 91st Street \
Hew York, New York

Arthur Packard
400 Forest Averue
Rye, New York

JMichael Nisselson

Spryes P. Skouras
2 Shore Road
Mamareneck, New York

Francis J. Spellman L X
452 Madisen Avenue
Hew York, New York

5 Union Square
New York, New York

Mrs, Henry Ittleson Y \{
965 Fifth Avenue
lew York, New York

William Haley Harlmess
259 Madison Avermue
New York, New York

G. Howland Shaw v )‘
2723 N Street, N. W, !
Washington, D. C.

A s for the f rec
d_pers not be o a

Mrs, Herbert Johnson (Johnson Shoe Co.) {
Mr Reed fm‘f i Lt *:T-h-'—fh
$e, Cypam. hoy -.‘!g.'.:i'.‘?”#

Mrs, Jean Flagler Hatthews !
William Paley (CBS)
Jack Strauss (Maey's)

A




Migust 20, 1946

Dear ]

T am writing to you sbout a problem of hwman suffering, ever which I
have become deeply concerned, Are you aware that in our country there
are nearly five hundred thousand men, weomen and children in state mental
hospitels, the great mass of whom are out-of-sight and forgotten cap-
tives of cur indifference and neglect? Outside of these institutions
are nearly eight million others who, by reason of mental instability,
are unable to contribute to the healthy 1life of family and comrmunity,
upon whose strength the 1ife of our nation depends.

For many of the tragic problems of our day the barrler to solution
seems impassable, but in the cnse of mental illness I belleve the
necessary steps towards enlipghtened care and prevention are known and
attainable, I have,therefore, offered my support to the program of
The Mational !ental Health Foundation,

I am apcious for you, and several other friends, to join me in my New
York apartment 2 OTL 51946, to hear the
wmusual story benind the Nental Health Foundation and the constructive
progran its staff has launched, which I believe may well capture your
enthusiasm and support as it has my own.

Cordially yours,

Eleanor Hoosevelt

ot/my




THE NATIONAL
MENTAL HEALTH
FOUNDATION. INE, & P, B, BOX TET74, PHILADELPNIA 1, PA.

LObecust 7-3058

September 24, 1946

Mrs, Eleanor Roosevelt

29 Washington Square, West
A 15=A

New York 11, New York

Dear Mrs. Roosevell:

We are preparing letters of invitation to be signed by Justice
Roberts, and to be sent to Mr, Bowles and Mr. Baruch inviting
them to act as Board Members,

We appreciate having these suggestions from you, and know that
you will do anything you can to arouse their interest in our

work,
Sincerely yours,
A AR oS
Harold Barton
Executive Secretary

hb/my
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