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Mra., Eleanor Roosevelt
Apartment 15-A
#9 Washington Square West
New York City 11, N.Y,

Dear Nra. Roosevelt:

The contest,shich the Minister of Education of the
Fepublic of Nexico has organized in the high schools of that country with
our gooperation, has come to & muccessful end., The tople as you will
remesbar wes "Fronklin Delano Roossvelt, His Life, His Ideals, and His
Work for Pan Aserican Tnity".

A young high school student Miss Tara Parra MecHair
{14 years old) haa been proclaimed the nation-wide victor and as I men-
tioned before will come to Chiesgo mccospanied by her mother and Miss Sol-
etnd Anmyn Solérzano, Director Cemeral of High School Education of the Rep-
utlic of Mexico. The group will be our guests from October 10th to 25th
nd poeaibly a few days longer.

Enclosed are an offlcial copy of Misa Parra's compos-
ftion in Spanish and a very slightly abridged tranzlation. I though t
you might like to ndd the Spanish copy to the Franklin D. Foosevelt archi-
ves aa an homage of the youth of Mexico to the father of the Good Nelghbor
Folley.

We had the ardent desire to send the delegation to Hyde
Park and let them cee the home of cne of the greatest Americans but unfort-
unately, ns a peoples' organization we lack the necessary funds to sxtend
the itinerary, much as we should like to do so.

with sy very best wishes, I remain,

Very sincerely yours,
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Senorita Tera
Parra MacNair

Republic of Mexico

on Jamisry 30, 1882 a great man was born in Hyde Park, New York. He
weg Franklin Delano Roosevelt, son of James Roosevelt, a wealthy man, and
Sars Delano, a young intelligent woman with mamy gifts which she later onm,
between games and laughter, inculecated in her only son.

turing his childhood he never fatigued hinself too much with his achool
duties but gained his main instruetion from nature, for his father's house
was at the edge of the Hudson River and there the boy learned and came to
know, in compeny with the children of the farm, everything pertaining to
f‘ishin;_-‘, hunting, swimming and boating.

Then he was 13 years old he entered the school af Oroton, Massa-
chusetts, destined for the children of the rich. In this environment he
did not feel satisfied for he did not observe among his mates anything but
competition concerning their clothes or the fortunes of their fathers.

Some years later he entered Harvard Univeraity. There his co-students,
recognizing his ability as an orator and his skill in the sports he loved
so well, gave him the position as sditor of the "Crimsom," the university
gtudent newapaper. The articles he wrote showed his dissatisfaction with
the spiritual attitude of the young men of the privileged class who attended
the school a nd who thought that because of thelr money they could rule
evarything and demand everything. He wanted duties and honors justly
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divided in agreemsnt with merits and abilities and not in proportion to

one's wealth. He also asked im his newspaper for the construction of fire
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escapes, so that students could escape to safety in case of a fire., This
already shows his precccupation with soclal welfare.

After the death of hiz father, Franilin beecame the "man" of the
house, taiing over all the activities of his lste parent. From time to time
he vizited his relatives, with whom helmd established a sincere friendship.
This was especislly the case with his cousin Eleanor, whom he married when
he wasz 22 years old.

Elesncr was only 19 years old when she married. She was very
gultured and had read many books about the soclal movement, about the
peoples' poverty and toil, and about the rights of women, for this kind of
reading msteriel interested her much more than novels and poetry.

The young couple moved to New York where Franklin studied law. In
additi-n to these studies he took an ever=inecreasing interest In marltime
problems, perhaps because since his childhood he had made many trips onm the
Hudson and peraaps also because the interest in the sea was in his blood,

for he was descended through his mother from seafaring ancestors.

Since the days of his childhood Roosevelt engraved on his conscience

and heart the following wordss

"fe hold these truths to be self-gvidemt, that all men are
created equal; that they are endowed by their Creator with
certain inalienable righte; that among these are 1ife, liberty,
and the pursuit of happlness. That, to secure these rights,
governments are instituted among men, deriving their just
powers from the consent of the governed; that, whenever any
form of government becomes destrudtive of these ends, it is
the right of the people to alter or to abolish it, and to
institute a new govefnment, laying its foundation on such
principles, and organizing its powers in such form, as to them
shall seem most likely to affect thelr safety and happiness.”

These prineiples served as the basis for even the smallest actions
and intentions of his 1ife up to and during the period that he was president.
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Perhaps these ideas were part of his whole being, for one of his ancestors
was Robert Livingston, who was one of the committee that composed the
Declaration of Independence on May 7, 1776.

Then he undertook his first electoral campaign, to become a Semator,
he knew men and was aware of the injustices that surrounded them. He was

awalte to their wishes and felt that he was capable of giving them what they

wanted, for he was convinced that to reach this goal 1t was only necessary

to work on the basis of the principles which had inspired the Declaration of

e

Independence, namely that "all men are created equal.® To this his
consclence added "and the governments sre there only to protect these rights |
which the Crestor has given man.® :

Retiring to private life after losing his campaign for the Vices
Presidency, he was striken by a terrible sickness, infantile paralysis, which
had not been well explored at that time and therefore was diffieult to cure
= but after three years, through his wlllpowsr and the care of his unselfish
wife, he was able to overcome his handicap.

In 1929 Roosevelt triumphed and became Governor of the State of New
York. He immedistely directed an attack against the great monopolies.

That year saw n fateful economic crisis and his measures were immediately
resisted by the great trusts and millionaires, who said that he wanted to 4
interfere with thelr businessss.

Scon afterwards Hoosevelt (who in the meantime had been eleacted to
the Presidency) convoked a Pan American conference at Ruencs Alres known ns
the Tnteranarican Conference for the Consclidation of the Peace.”™ 1In the
inaugural address he made the following statement: (abridged)

"While expresalng faith in the Western Hemisphere we affirm thet
we will maintaln and defend demccratic, reprementative, constitn-
tional povernment. We also will reaffirm our belief that through
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thiz form of government we shall be able to offer to the people the

greatest extension of eulturs, education, i{deas, and free thought as

well ms the greatest measure of security and equality of npporhmiw
for dignified living, In\affirming these verities we shall be

to avoid rivalry in armaments and the riss of 111 will, This forru of
grmrurmnnt aoffers hope for peace and & mere sbundant 1ife to the
whole world. The faith in the Amerbcas, therefore, is a spiritual
one, HBrotherhood in the Americss will be immlnerable as long as the

American nations maintain that spirit.»

Thiz speech of Roosevelt beecame the cornerstons of Pan American
unity. It initisted the real cooperation of the Latin Amerlcan Republics
with the Hnahington.gnvummt. Franklin D. Roosevelt was the one who
really inspired all America with a feeling of solidarity through the Good
Heighbor Pollcy.

of equal !.;:;:uartanca was the Internationsl Conference on World Peace
held at the Castle of Chapultepee in February 1945. Ita most important
result was the Act of Chapultepec. It sgrees with Franklin D. Roosevelt's
ideas which he developed in 1934 at Chicago in his acceptance spesch for the
Presidential candidacy. Then he said, *I make you depositaries and I make
myself responsible for a New Deal for the A merlcan people. T believe that
the individual should have full liberty of action to develop in the measure
of his or her abilities but'I also believe that a few powerful men should
not heve the right to sacrifice half of the population of the United States

a5 industrial cannon fodder for thelr notion of individualism.®

THE PAN_AMERICAN WORK OF FRAWKLIN D, ROOSEVELT

One of the first actions of his government was, and still is, of the
highest benefit to the American people, because it founded and initiated the
Oood Nelghbor Policy. The government of Roosevelt refused to ylald to the
influence of the Wall Street mililonaires who up until then had dominated
hemisphere policy, and through the mouth of Vice President Wallace, Franklin

D. Roocsavelt said;
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"The stronger natlons will have the privilege of helping the younger
ones, but any kind of imperialism will have to closge. The men of

A serlca must unite for defence, and still we can realize the dream

of Bolivar, the dream of international cooperation, with justice

and respect for the rights of our fellow man."

Thus began the work of President Roosovelt for Pan Amerlecan unity.

He had declared that nations cannot live in isolation and that
spiritunl and moral unity in the Western Hemlisphere was convenlent and
useful to the United States, and therefore maintained the Cood Nelghbor
Policy. The first prectical actlion he took in favor of Pan Americanisa was
the acceptance of an agreement at Montevideo for the United States to
abolish the so-called Flatt Amendment in the tresty with Cuba,..

The Declaration of Chapultepec contained the ideas expressed in a
speech Roosevelt had delivered two years before in Monterrey, when Mexico
and the UT. 5. extended s cordial hand to each other. Said hqt e lmow
that the time i definitely over when exploitation of the rescurces and
people of a country for the benefit of another country was the general rule,
The hour has come when each gltizen of each American country will hawve to
rocognize the fact that the Cood Neighhor Policy means that damspe to one
country ic damage dome to emch of them., We have finally recognized the
prineiple of independence and now it is time to recognize that the inter-
dependence of our countries constitute a privilege.n

On the lith of April 1945 the world was shaken by the news that
Franklin Delano Roosevelt had died in his "Little White House® in Warm
Springe, But this great man has not died. His spirit throbs, lives, and

will live eternally in the enilre Western Hemlsphere.

Wexico, D-!‘-mm&&n{.hwl‘hlﬂ.ﬁ.
Tara Parrs MacNalr (signed)

14 years old, Zvd Year, Group #12
Day High School §11
(countersigned) Director A, Garcis Corral
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Dear Mra. Boosevelt:

|/ At the reguest of Ambassador Daniels,

I have much plsasurs in sending you herewith
a copy of the address which he delivered on
the oeccasion of the inauguration of the ex-
hibit of medals of the proposed "Good Neighbor
Policy" Memorial to be srected as a tribute
to President Roomevelt.

I beg to remain, my dear Mra. Hoosevelt,

e
8, Rows

Mra. Franklin D. Roosevelt
Hyde Park, *  Director Gensral
Hew York.
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world statement than s Statement for this hemisphere, where our closest
neighbora are. / :

3, And that even in this hemisphers men of other countries had heard high
and fine words ~ and they waited as they were justified in waiting for deeds.
4 The consearation to the fullest independence of the twanty-one republics

on the Western hemisphere uthummamtmlmnw-m_

state has the right to intervene in the internal or external affairs of
another.” )

Well, we know now thst the mots followed the words on that histéric
Merch the Fourth dsy. The Flatt amendment dissppesred, the last marines
wers withdrewn, At the conferences of the Amorican :Iut.l.m the paternalist
notion of the United But.:n gs responsible for this hemisphere disappesred
and the idesl of the United States s a petion responsible with all the
other nations developed, Of course, the full growth of the Good Neighber
idesl was not s progregs like a parade, Thers have been snd there will be
differances botwesn neticna. Burt- wa know today thet the idesl stands. The
Good Neishbor is our pattern of heritage. Today we can remember tlu-t .1_&11‘
Washington ma'a-nl,nu mede us free nations, Frenklin Roosevelt led us to
dignity end honor, respect end eguality in this whole hemisphere. In the
Americas naticnsl sovereignty has become not the symbol of pﬂ.ﬂi and somio—
times fear in separstien, but the demcoratic basis ummmm
togother for the pesco and socurity of all Americens, {
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living humen policy t;l!ﬁ
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