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TEMPFLE BETH-EL

144 PROSPFECT ETAMFORD 43884

November 13, 1946, ' {

Mrs. anor Roosevelt |
E!’d- P..rk.
¥H. X, |

My dear Mra. Roosevelt:

Just & line to inform you that the Stamford
Assoclation for a Greater United Nations, for
which you spoke, is carryilng on 1ts program
with vigor and vision.

1 am enclosing, herewlth, a copy of & Thanks-
giving message which I have writtem for Temple
Beth El., Every group in ites perlod of develop-
ment creates holldays. These hollidays sarve as
symbols through which the group expresses 1ts
sense of ldentification to the greater loyalties
envisioned. I am sure it is not too early to
think of an appropriate symbol to expreas the
humanitarian and soclal aspects of the United
Nations, May this Thanksgiving featival
which springs from our Judeo-Christian trlditlonl,
serve some usaful purpose.

I submit thie message for your consideration.

With personal regards,
8 rely,

M

Rabbi David W, Pearlman
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THANESGIVING MESSAGE
RABEI DAVID W

STAMFORD, CONN.

The Festival of Thankegiving, begun by the Pilgrim Fathers, oan
be tracea to the spiric of thankfulness which is asscclated with the ancient
Feast oI Succos of the Bible, Proclamations of Thanksgiving for the
cessatlon of war, for viectory im battle, can be found among many natlons,
But 1t took the genius of an American people who based their life principles
on the Elble to set aside a day for expressing to the Author of all 1life
thelr sense of dependence for the bounty of His materisl and spiritusl gifts.

In the National Thanksgiving Proclamation of 1883 Presldent
Abraham Linceoln said:
"The year that is drawing to a close has been fillled with
the blessinge of frultful flelds and frultful skles. To
thess bounties which are so constantly snjoysd we are prone
to ferget the source from which they come, others bave been
added which are of so extraordinary a nature that they cannot
tail to penetrate and soften the heart which 1s babltually
insensible to the ever-watchful providence of Almighty Ood...."

This holiday took hold of the imagination of our pecple in the
United States. From there it crossed our border so that in 1909 1t
became a Pan American celebratlion. - It would indeed be fitting that this
original festival, based essentially on the fesling of dependemces of God
and the mutual relatlionshlips to all mankind, should be adopted as the
first legal holiday of the United Nations. A United Natlons Thanksglving
Day shoula be set aside wherein each ngtion could in its own pative manner
express lts thankfulness to God - its ideal of mutual responsibilicty.

In theas days when we ars thankful for the bleaslngs of pemce,
let us be thankful also for the oppertunity given to saoh 6F wr widen



the scope of our imaginatiwe sympathy, to mske more fimm the bands of
understanding, to deepen the well of mutual responsibllity. For only
as we despen those wells of understanding will we bring the spirit of

the Creator down to earth and make Hls presence a blessing to all

mankind.
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