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T Qongress of the Hnited States
House of Representutives k
Haslyington, B. €.

January 20, 1948 \

My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

It 18 with muéh pleasure that I announce
that the House of Repregentatives today unanimously
approved H.R. 1139 for the rellef of Dr. Gisela
Perl. It is now neceseary to have the Bl1ll go to
the Senate for approval and then to the Presldent
for signing. I have every reason to belleve that
1t will be acted upon favorably in the Senate.

With all good wishes, I remaln,

Sincerely yours,

Mrs., Eleanor Roosevelt,
Apartment Six A

29 Washington Square Weet,
New York, 11, New York.
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HOIINANSSTEd HOd OFMILEH

New York City

8, Lleanor Hoosvelt
k2 Madison Avenue
New York City

My dear Mrs, HﬂﬂlTﬁlt’

Thank you so much for your
most encouraging letter,

Your words have given
me much strength,

I am miﬂ“h a“]_tin‘
your invitation,

[y
Dy, G, Pearl _ff '
édarmor Py
890 Park Avenue
New York City

Bu-8-0568

-‘r_*__—:T*————————_;
890 ‘ark Avenue




Ura, Eleanor Hooavelt
fAoom 901

3k2 Madison Avenue
Bew York 17, Ny
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Mra, Franklin D, Roosavelt
Hyde Park, New York

Dear Madam,

Imnuhlﬂmﬂrhm,rﬂitﬂﬂm-m
will forgive the temerity that prompts me to turn to
mnu;quut_aum.ndutmm ' .
iowever far removed, physically, you ‘have been fro
:;he goenes of horror and nhm' tm.gl.h of utter
q;t;n-u %null;luh 1 n:-ﬂm:_ f{nese past too many
must orm you L ‘were e

among, for maﬂurmml,:;.hlm
aym’

of + that penetrated that IMB ~ ané

of
on that dire when that bright 14f :
was u:::tinsuh:a ror-m, ﬁ“ﬁmm“?&ﬁﬁ

despair ( Oh§ how nahmﬁuhﬂi, foroed
to explore]) - even e mm;u-u
relingquish all hope, For, &s I teld

low immates at the concentratlion ‘mﬂr _
when still thers remained to us w Tay
bravely casting its steadfastly burning 7 That
bright symbol, ever present in midst,

grief, - that, madam, were You

In my very darkest moment, in the d inferno that
was our existence at that time, even I carsfully
purtured the one 1if me, that
that day would arrive when I o mmwim

- to
you in greeting to thank you, in simple sincerity for
that symbol and that hope,

Now, at 1:n, after .;a;:t ﬁm Ww |
Eﬁi"“ﬁ: gm to my n'l.;:h as olsn

i e il s i et e e — e A
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dnd a_.‘s‘ woman, I have 1i to see with my own eyes this
America, -~ your America !

Dear Mrs, Roosevelt, I make so bold as to be direct with|
you, I am an obstetriclan, iy work, my God-given task
has ever been to be a humble handmaiden at that great
miracle of nature, - the ushering in of a new life,B ;
I need not tell you how dearly I love and have ever lov-,
ed the little babies born under my hands, How could I
help but have a deep reverence for the newly-borni The {
Fate of every single woman in my care 1 regarded as my
Fate, - the identification was complete, and natural,
Gan you then fathom the enormity of this paradox: -that
I, who was thus dedicated to the fostering of Life, I
Should of a sudden find myself pressed into the service
of Death ? That 1, who so dearly love all childrenm,
should have been foreﬂ to extinguish those precious
lives at Auschwitz in order to save the lives of their
mothers} Day and night, without surcease, thousands of
tiny heads, falr and dark, pass in review before my eye
an army of dead infants, with whose lives I ransomed the
mothers from the hungry Nazil furnaces} You see, there in
Auschwitz, there was no more heinous erime than to give !
birth to a ¢hild} To be a mother, was the very deadliest,

of all sinsf

After Auschwitz, came Hemburg, Bergen-Belsen, and a new |
series of horrors, to complete the nazi Directory of 114

= — o

- ferno, 20th Cemtumy Editiom, =--, But, it I 1 15

however ilmmodest it may sound, - I stood
worked feverishly, sought to save what lives i ocould, to
help the helpless, to treat the siock, to heed the er:l_.*g_
of the mortally distressed, to comfort the bereaved, =
and all the while thmmnhmumm,&upuq
1|

beatings and Brnt;l'étr ";'o contend with, - and
very very much mo ' sufferings s d
merely to bring a smile to my s, yes, a smile, an
was with that smile that I waas a to “to o |
and to carry on my work, Yoy find it s that
smiled? You ask why? It was because of you and

Ll 2o
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" unfurled for me the bright flag of Hope, and when

closed my eyes for a moment, however dark that moment
was, I saw before me that symbol of your lovely land=-
The Statue of Libertyt '

Then, = finally, - the Day of Liberation arrived, =
and I was FREE{ That day, I succumbed to an attack of
Typhoid, I recovered from that only to find myself
utterly and completely alone, I, alone, of family
had survived, My parents had been burned to death on
the eve of my arrival at Auschwitz, My husband, who
had been a physician and widely recognized as a cred-

— i ——

. e

it to his people, was beaten to death by the Nazis,a i
few hours before the forces of liberation entered
town, My son, my lovely boy, who was a musician of !
rare talent, my only chill, was cruelly tortured and
then killed in the gas chamber, My brothers, burned

to death, as were their wives, One of my brothers I
found - = among the heap of corpses in Belsen] To all |
this, this realization, this knowledge, I awoke} Then
thus bereft, it seemed that Suicide was all that was |
left to me, A Catholic priest saved me, He took me to
Paris, to a convent, where slowly, I began to recover,
And, slowly,too, a resolve, and Hope, which I thought ,
to ‘;:a forever extinguished, were reborn, I began to
feel that perhaps there still might be a useful funo~ |
tion left for me to serve, - else why had I surviwv
Was there not a moral o tion laid upon me for

very reason? And then I saw that the time 1
rededicate myself to a new task, yet not wholly new,
A dual task, in a sense, i

First, I t I would go to Amerie

tl'
Freedom and Liberty, to tell my story,
story that must be &olﬂ. For I Hom.l

importance of my new mission =to le
woman know what we European womem have &
been subjected to in the German Contentra
So that, when an American her emb

she would be foreced to think of the man

of burned
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Europe
this precious treasure of freedom, far too 1ightlyf
Everyone must be made to see and understand how very
very preclous it is, So that they may be better able
to appreciate it and defend it, not only for them-
selves and for their ¢hildrem, - but for all
I know that American Women will heed the call to

action, and enroll in the Good Fight, - for Univer- :
sal Freedom} Could I but speak to thnandunthu‘
\

as‘'there were Oh so very many in -Ihotn.hk

H

all that 1s in my heart, I feel assured that they
will respond, and assume the leadership that this
stricken world so sorely needsj

And thus, I arrived, hoping to again ally myself with'
Life aga:[nati the ln‘w,m;‘- to resume my - =the
privilege of assisting in the Miracle of Birt '

After four weeks spent at sea, alone with ﬁ?h :
ful memories, my bﬁttr tho‘ugitl, thmmrq Te. :
suddenly overcome by fear of this strange new world,
I thought of you, Mrs, Roosevelt, as of a warm and '
kindly friend o would understand me, and who, I
was sure, would a prove of my project, and this
thought gave me s rm! I tWt’t“. of 'lhl.'l
Great Man, your husband, who was torn from our midst '
in the hour of our grniut need, This need was my
need, and remains today the need of far too many tor-
tured human beings, who, having survived the horrofs,
are still languishing in the concentration camps
throughout Europe to this very -

I am a greatly saddened and bereaved woman, full of

- sorrow, As sush a one, would m orn t me to reach
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DIAMONDS
JEWELRY
WATCHES

DIAMOND SETTING
1650 BROADWAY %

ACROES FROM CAPMITOL THEATRE

ROOM 1010
NEW YORK 18, N. Y.

May 2, 1946

I

I hope you will exouse for this imposition, but being an
od in the ﬂlhro of the Amer

%o my avtention that you have re-
with Dr. Gesella Perl, the physieian,
ecountry from Bergen Belsen and more re-
tz.

Mrs. Eleanor D. lmti
29 Washington Sq.
New York ﬁ*". -T-

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

foroes sort, I beg you not to expose yourself on the

1 until I will be able to submit proofs to you
ionable demeanor at Ausohwits. I have proofs in
my hand at s moment and more dooumentary proofs are on their
way from Czechoslovakia from former inmmtes of the forementioned
camp, which should you so desire, I will submit to you promptly.

I have no other motive in this matter, but to safeguard the
light  that you are rendering %o us in these dark days of need.

I wish to remain



THE READERS' PRESS, Ine.
Publishers

220 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 1, N. Y.

Talaphenas: LEwingion 21-0643.0644

October 3

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt
Washington Square 29
New York, New York

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

Thank you very much for returning the manuseript of
Dr. Gisella Pearl to us whieh you think should be
published so that her experiences can be shared by
as many pecple as possible,

Unfortunately, our experience with similar publieations
shows an ever increasing lack of interest in all matters
concerning the war years and even post-war problems, .
This goes so far that the publie rejects such themes

and we are therefore hesitant to make a definite

decision now on the publication of the book. We feel

that just publishing it without being sure of distribution
would not do justice to the author or her cause, and we

are afraid that you might have misunderstcod our last note.

The author was hoping that you would have some special
suggestions for arousing the interest of the Ameriean
people or some organizations who would want to distribute
a cheap edition in great quantities. We were wondering
whether you would find it justified to help it so much as

to introduce it from your point of view to the publie. ——t

|
We would be most grateful to hear from you again,

S8incerely yours,

hgk:ce




THE READERS’ PRESS, Ine.
Publishers
220 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 1, N. Y.
Talephones: LExington 3-0643.0644

September 19, 1546

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt
Washington Square 29
New York, New York

Dear Mrs. Hoosevelt:

Upon the request of our prospective author, Mras. b
Perl, we take the liberty of sending wyou herewith
the synopsis of her manusecrlipt.

We are most lnterested Iln releasing the book to
the American public at the earllest posslible
moment and we of course would appreciats vyour
asalstance.

May we add that we were the ';publish'ers of Dr. Kingdon's
WTHAT MAN IN THE WHITE HOUSE.

S8incerely yours

hgk:ee Henry
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