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Mrs . Roosevelt, ever bUSf with good deeds, has given us a ver1 valuable and , 
very practical idea. She wants to change the habits of birds. As

1
I see immense 

possibilities in the suggestion, not only far our feathered friends, but as a cure 

far unempla1JDent and dej!fesaion, 1 quote her &X),Cf.-.;rofds: "Evilr since I read the 

account or how exhausted the birds are wben tbet- reach their destination after 

' their migration from tbtt Nor_th, I have "wondered 1t there !s ~ way in which their 

habits might be changed. 1• 
.... 
1 

Ever rea, dy to assist in good worka, I began to inquire whf birds migrato, the .. 
J • ,. 

number or said birds, anij the nUIIIber of people wbo might be employed i n changing 
• 

thei r habi ts, for surely, if sea-captains. over ·bundreds or irars have taught 

' parrots to talk politely, we can without doubt, in a few centuries of time, cure 

the' exhaustion suttered by our lligratory friends. 

Well, here is the probl em. It is a big one, but if we all put our hands to 

the wheel under Mrs. Roosevelt's inspir.ing leadership, who ! ha!l say us "nay"? 
~ ~~ 

It i s truly an interesting task. It takes us back to the Pleistocene epoch, 

of the Quaternary period or the Cenozoic era. That's when the bird.s began to gat 

their migratory habits. It was, say, 25,000 to 100,000 years ago. This was the 

period l:nown as the Ice Age . During thousands or years this old earth of ours 

would grow warmer around i ts middle, the warmth slowly moving north and melting the . . ,.. I 
ico farther and farther toward tbe 'orth Pole. The bi rds tollo,ed .~he retreatin~ 

~ t 1 l l I. .J -~ "l Y tC 

i ce. Then, the pendulum started )la~k toward l.tbe EQualJf! Huge glaofers 1,000 '' 
.. ~. '. .. '.J l 

miles long puehed s~ut~ to ~h• Obio
1
River and my home in South Bend, Indiana. was 

(See other aide) 
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under a aile or ice. Well. naturall~. aa tbt loo A.J I'IIU- 011 \Itt boola of 

I 
retreatin& warotb, tbo bi.,SO , , .. to~ .-J, .. lf~."' t'r r'~· ,p&t.a Olld buca. 

Tttil li:U&t end pondtroua aarah ot ice. tint nortb, tbta aouth, na npeat.cl 
tour or r~ .. tiaea o••r tbouaan~ or 71ara. &Ad .o tbt b1~ cot tbt bri&bt i dea or 
win&ing it eoutb •~•n it cot cold. and tlr1~& aortb wbeA it aot .. ~. 

In tboao aoo4 old ~ t~trt otto otbtr t~ioao at work !OtaiD& bad bird b&bitt. 
Fi rst, more land where the 1na8ct•lOTiDI b!rd8 could live. tbtn .ore water where 
they must die . In tht tar-ott .oru1DC or th~ worlct. "•b•a ~ ••re a tacSpole &Dd 
I was a tiab ," the Britiah Ialanda wert not ialauda at all. Tbt7 wert connected 
by a la.nd brid.ce to tbt EUropean oontiDeat a1.retch1a.& ~o Icd&ACI &q4 pointe west. 
Australia and South Aatrioa were all on• and thtlt early bird• in aearch ot •onaa 
could hop aerr1ly alone with dry teet rro. one cootiDtDt to another. 

It wa& quite an education tbt bi~ &Ot. The Arotio tim. tor ,xaapllt !liea 
back and rortb every year r roa Pata&oaia to Alaaka, so.• 10.000 ail .. e&cti •&J· 
The vast size or the Job of re-eduoatiD& bia and hil trienda ia a~t. 

However. only 225 or the 1.000 apeolee or North '-•r1cao bi~ !ly aa tar 
~outh as the Cult or Mexico . Tbl,a reddcea the aize ot the t_,k to wbicb Mrs . 
Roosevelt ao nobly auaaooa us . 

With our task of c~an&1nc bad bird habits limit eQ to if1 true size. we can 
begin to measure tbe Job that cOn~onta ua. Just bow aany aicratory birds -­
robins . wrens. ducks, coese, crows, etc. -- tber• are, no one knows. there ~ 
novor been a Complete bird cerisual Tbia is somethin& our bureaucrats have 
neelected . However. after consul t i D& our sc1entit1c experts~ I believe that in 
the wostero Hemispbata ~loho there are al l e.;t 5,689,762,876 birda. This is 
~bout 40 !or each or the 135,000,000 ot us. 

No• we como to tbe practical part . I propose that ever,r uneaployed person be 
assigned 40 or more aigratory bitds on a Yoderal Cood Habil Bird Forain& Project, 
No . XQ-719-Z. He a1&bt e t art with a dp~en or tbe Arctic tern aa theJ !ly the 
r~r tbes t . and get tho most exhausted . It will be h\a Job to ohan&e the habits ot 
these birdG. The project ~ust ot oour~e wait until Krs . Rooaev,lt 1a tbrou&h 
st.ra1.&hton1ng out all the bad 'habit• ot aarildr.d . But When t~t ie done to her 
c~plete satisfaction, I propose that the be cad& secretary or Bird& with $ull 
Cabino t rink and unlimited tunda . 

"You can help epread Pettonatil'e 1otlueaoe 
and eakt th1• rele&8e 4o avlti~le dQtr ~7, 
paaain& th1'8 CO))J' on tor otht .... to re.a ... ' 
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r since 1 re&4 ~he account or uow exuau1 ted the bir4• 
are Wben t hey reach t heir de1tlnatlon af ter t heir ~1£r&t1on 

~. i.t" ~b1t..~ .t ..;'l Jt\....._\,.,i, 

\<¥'/ -~·J 

thie delicately humo~ re~k 
~nicn Lady Cleaner hal put in print 

Soco idlina state1=-n with a purbl i nd a~uint 

At what hil optloo leave bla' ln t he dark, 

thinki~tbe •ow~~anbu~~ · ao~•~,1~• t~h l a rk , 

Cunoievea hllliO •lt " l~l.nter wltb a etlnt; 

Ano ol~ima , brgb t ao a ooin Jult rrom t he mint , 

'lling- wea-ry adgran~e llool.l4 t~e to an ark. 

'lc-<><-) tne preoo 81Yel O" t tWO kln4s of Jokeo: 

Lbe witt y jokee t hat call ligt lauehtaro rorth 

And the bright Joke• to the hear~n4earo; 

~ut as to him tnat perpetrotea a n\ax 

roc a;;,eared with ~;AlAo e to hov• any worth, 

lle • e pi tl&bb to &e_.l arul tearo and tearo. 

leru l Jordan • 
l.!ay 4 , lll~6 
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