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lo:rs , Franklin D. Roosevelt tY'"" 
29 17sahingt.on S11.Ure y 

A-> .. rt.r ent 1 5A ~ 

!lew York, !lew York . '1' '-
Dear lira . Roosevel t •1\>-' VJ> (" 

1lhen I wu tel ki nt, to !.!iss Thompson on the telephone ~st ni .;ht 
concerning the pl~cinw or a bronze bust of President Roosevel t in the 
l'Oae w'llrden, I lud not had a ch:mce to rer u J the deed f or t ha Si te . 
At the office this oorniDJ I f i nd that t he President statea : 

"T~t at all times hereafter, t he premises conveyed, con
sisting of t he reaiuenc:a of Franklin D. Roosevelt, t oce t her with 
ull appurtenances , shall be m i nt"i neJ ae a r:eti one.l Hi stori c 
Site and in a condition as nea r l y pouibl e upproxi!l!!lting t he 
condi t ion o.:: t he t·es i uence and groW'ldS prevailing t~t t he ex
piration of the life ost ato of Frankl in D. Roosevelt , as herein
lifter r eserved . In the ""'i nteMnce of t he property o.s such 
nati onal historic site, no chan,,e , motli t i cation, altst-dtion or 
i oprovelll9nt i n coMection li th and u,oon t he }~remises shllll be 
cade exce) t such alter.lt ions or improve~enta which t r.e party ot 
t he second ;><>r t s!la..l dee:> ~ro)Or an.> necesn r:r to _>rotect and 
.1re serve t:1e sam~ ; • 

!.lt ,>ersonal belief is tlut t Le ;>1a c1n,; or a bust \'lould bo cont n.ry 
to the Pr esident ' s whites , ~nd even thou~h this ITork is excellent, r'li.,:h t 
set a precedent t hat would le~d t o pr eoaure f o r some very ques t ionable 
t h1nzs i n t he fut ure . '•'be change would not come under t he des cri ption 
or alterat i ons• to protect and preserve• ~s in the case of walks , feneos, 
and barr i ers th~t we have had to pl ace. I , also , feel t hat irrespect i ve 
of tl.e above require-ants any pi ece of art work would be !lii ant i - cliWIII.X 
to tile beaut iful, pt•·fectly proportione;~ stone t ::...t t r.e President ... eeiened. 

" i t hout luvi.l an op;>ortunity to liacuso t ~e 111:1tter with l.:r . Ship
cuo, Di rector or the Library, IIIJ' o1m f eeli o.; ia thdt t he Library and it ' s 
crounds s hould be tho depos itor y ~or me~ori~l objects . The r eception 
t hst t he Si t e has been given by the public u t 'le llyde Po.rk hone of t he 
President str enc t hens this opinion. I will t r y to diacues t :1e rnJ.tter 
with l.lr , Shipman befot·e next Sat urday . 



I am aenJi~~ • QO?Y of t hia la~~•r ~o our oftleo and will a3k 
tor a.n o!'rlolal O!')lnion by next S!\t.u1"1Jq , 
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