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EMIGRES FROM CENTRAL 147 WEST 42nd STREET, Ream 519
- EUROPE, Inc. New York 18, M. ¥,

139 CENTRE STREET Phons: BRtyest 5-D485
20, 1946

Mre. Eleanor Eoosevelt
Apt. 15 A

Washington
Hew York 11, N.Y.

Although we do not have the intention to
publicisze your eddress, we conslder it advisable
spectfully ask you whether you would be
kind ehough to look through the enclosed record
and to return it with your comments, so that we

ay keep the corrected coples in our files.

Mey I teke this opportunity of telling
you egain how grateful we all are to you for
having come to our gathering and for having
addressed our group. Prof. Tillich im out of
tomn for a few days; you will heer from him
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Address given by Mrs, Eleamor Roosevelt

at the 10th Anniversary Meeting of

SELFHELP of Emigres from Cemntral Burope, Inc,
held in the auditorium of the Ethical Culture
Society, 2 West 64th Street, Wew York City,
Sunday, November 24, 1946, at 3 P.M,

Ladies and Gentlemen:

Before coming here today, I read the report for the
ten years of your work, and I think I should congratulate
you, and I thimk it is a remarkable record and a remarkable

tq, come to
achievement, How you manage yourself—im a new country,
adapt yourself to a new situation and a diffiocult “:’Qﬁ& do
so much both here and abroad, is a mystery to me, except, I
think when one has extraordinary conditions to meet, ome is
given extraordinary capacities to meet those conditions and
You certaidly have done a wonderful piece of work,

I was asked to talk to you of our r"":ﬂﬂiﬂ,‘g a;nr the
refugees in Burope and Asia. Now, I suppose,’:our responsibilie
L 4 i “{‘;E:q responsibility of the people in the United States,

I think, perhaps, the very first thing we ought to try %o do 1is
to make people in this coutry more conscious of the fact that
they have this responsibility, I think there are rather few
people who really understand that it is a personal responsibilie
tyJ to care about what happens to people in the other countries
of the world,

China has been very far away; Burope has been very far away

for many peoples We in this country have mever aotually known
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what it was to have war actually im our omm country, since it

is so long ago that nobody alive remembers the results, So that
1t is very hard to tell the great mass of our citisens what has
happened to peocplemand why what happems to people anywhere,
touches particularly the peopke in this mmtrym by force

of oircumstances ehmmid be the leader among the nations of the
world, That is why I think you can help very much in disseminat-
ing /u.nlurutnunﬂ you can tell us, those of us who have mot
seen with our own eyes a great deal that we need to Imow,

My partioular work at present is with the United Natioms,

I am a member of the United States delegation to the United
Nations General Assembly, and I serve on Committee three; and ’ﬁ"
that Committee, a social, mmanitarian and cultural committee,
there will be referred jwo a number of questions whioh willnhelp
the refugees, At the present moment, the most important questim
is the writing of a constitution for an Imtermational Refugee
Organisatiom which will carry on when UNRRA comes to an end.

I sometimes wish, as I am the only member of our United
States delegation serving on that committee that I had had legal
training, because if it were not for Mr, Warrem, to whom I thiak
every refugee owes an unnﬁ? itituh - gver ha.hu worked om
this constitution way back in don last year, he has lived with
it » if it were not for him, I would very often fall to realige
the significance of a change in a word, His great effort has beem

to make and to keep this constitution flexible emough so that it
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may deal with all refugees, There are politiau:i peoeple, of
course, imoluded, and I sometimes get a little wary when some-
one tells me every few minutes that traitors, quisslings and |
collaborators are mot the concerm of this organisatiomj; but that
is very olearly understood by all of us now, |

And T think that if we can keep as nearly as possible the :
draft of the constitution as it hau been sent to the Gemeral |

Lnnﬁan z the Eaunmrc and

Assembly by the Imfarmalio ml)zﬂm
Counoil, we will have an instrument through which mach work cam

be accomplished,

As you already have been told, they expect, by the time this
organization oomes into being, there will be probably only eight
mndred and fifty thousand refugees left and two hundred thousand
of those are probably jewish; the greatest number seems to be
polish and then the others are of many different matiomalities,
lnmim,:ﬁiﬂmimu, Jugoslaves, Uorainians etcs

F % find, of oourse, that the war has oreated a bitter—
ness, and such a great bittermess in the Bastern Buropean leaders
that it 1s very hard to make them feel and understand that there
are many people who do not wish to go back te their country eof
origim, who are not in the categories of the quiszslings, traiters
and collaboraters, Now they do exclude Jewish E 2t It
ways say that Jewish people from Poland shall be ass
'ut;%%e of that I was told in no uncertain terms that: 'I Just |
iuﬂhn- a ruﬁan when I saw oney That the people in the camps

ed.
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who pamedy for cme reason or amother felt that they could mot
return to their own ® umtry because of the political ohanges  which hed

were faselels,
occurred im their country, LA-MM'

I have come to understand, of course, how bitter war lui

\Much
.‘;'G opponents, whom I have to

been, and I have come ta‘&
quarrel with,"ﬁx#
%ﬂ- but,nevertheless, we have fundamental differences,
Demooraoy to them means am entirely different thing than to me
the YHet. our differerres are<fundamental
and gradually &f begin to 1em,\ look at’ me with sorrow,
<ygd, nevertheless, I think they have come to respect the fact

that we are going to stand for certain principles and the other

some of them are very nice people ami-

day, to my complete and utter suprise,» after having a long sub=
committee meeting on a wording of a few lines, bhe—first-meebiang «
one mén of the Eastern group who was on the uu-iftul said that

it was quite evident that we didn't intend to cooperate with him,
end in this sad frame of mind we worked very hard all night +t11l
R nnrl “fritm rgm e'ﬁrﬂn urabL&n EI‘GUB.C i
day, we had unt hia' the “wording, and when hé came im, he was very
cooperative, indeed, and he greeted us ggjk saying that it was not
exactly the way he would like to have it, still he wanted to show
he wanted to cooperate, and he would agree to that wording,

Now and then we get some word im that mgkes Mr, Warren weep.
Repatriation and resettlement were the W -zhni
is why I wished I had had legal training = I was speaking before
the committee and Mr, Warrem kept on whispering to me, but I am
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a little deaf and I uutqutﬂm it was important, -ﬂ_

poor did not make
I made a goed arguement and msde it olear to the whole committee
Wreng

and they peseed—+4, putvimg in tée word, Mr, Warrem nearly

nulli&
wept that day, because it is rgnin; to . e

some of ‘the-working of s

w—mmmwﬁ“tm constitution m but

After thinking it over, he decided it is not really fatal,” It
is perhaps not good to have it there, but, nevertheless, we will

be able to still have a workable instrument which i1s what we are
while~it
really fighting for, An inutrunen‘h whiahﬁlufinitnly sags that we
leaves free

cannot do certain things -u-“ the unmlltiunﬂm

act

%’un its omm judgment and p:rim-'hu-h as the need arises,

the things that-mrst-be-doney

Well, I think there are some responsibilities that we have
to ept.

nj,_m.-hbm, E; have to do as much educa~

gain

tional work as we can in the world, to try to ds—it—on—the ort
o while the US widsle

md the budget tm_p.nmw because /we. are goe

have to carry :Ih major part of the operational budget %e. <& fOI‘

ettlemeny of- ' the wholg of #Afz ation muet e on-am- inters
wftm displaced peopley/ Beocause the Eastern Buropean m
national basie)

maturally reasons: "Why should we support dissAdents who want to
Un lg B w
settle somewhere elset™ I say to them: and settled
somewhere else, that means damger to th- whole of Europe, It is
an international problem and you have an interest.” But £ have
to askeik of people to pay for their omm Etxxtisxkx political
1s Jbard. end Ahem in-gamps
unilut:,lth-y mither ocare furﬁur want them resettled, Quite

honestly, I kmow that the United States is going to have to
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intereet 1t 1e to Dbe done, aided by the United Kingdor
take the major -pest—of+f, Senator Vandemberg shakes his head

at me very firmly and he says: "How do you thimk Congress is
going to look at this?® And I answer him: "The way aw you
present it, Semator®, ‘But I know down in my heart that a great
deal depends of how much the people in this country really undere
stmd,orllﬂnhow much they really kmow, Because they have got to
make their representativefin Congress understand what they be=

is ow . .mopral Obligation
nﬂa&Mu from a mmanitarian point of view,

Now, it is hard to tell a natiom that hasn't really kmowm
war at its doorstep that they should now sacrifice things which
they feel they should have immediately ;fir the benefit of people
in a situation that they don't understand at all, And they domn't
know, the great mass of people in this country éemid—imew what
has happened to the diap}ffu:ugfgg%; in Burope and Asia, That
is one ““ngéqli oZ.the othat things that come up before
our nnni‘t:teu,hdiaplual people's problem needy a much better job
of educatioms done about them e

Por instance, it is very well forthe President to issue a
directive and for him to ask Congress to do such a simple thing

as to allow a uham;- in the ji‘ﬁ‘o:t ini;rat:l.ol. mEa total

i¢ not chenged) {‘pm!fi
number,, just/ h-ﬂin-;l.n'.hh to vary,or not to e hﬁll %o the old
y| 1e°all, that.de acked.
quotas from ?rt:'m&nmtrita. et them open the doers to all
2w e ol
displaced pnupl,\: But we might as well be realistic about it,

There are groups in this country who will fight it and when we
advocate it, we have to sit and woder whether it is better to say
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nothing ead Just-we—all-em with-as-1tttle-noise-as-pesaihle,

or whether we really should try and do m,r

Ig 1t worth™

1igration as a -

won't but -
I hope that eewldmis be the reaction unless great organizations

no lmn

like the Veteran Orgamization,f Labor Organisations c:qpltrin-
tic Women societfes actually mamily come to realize that it is
their raapunsihﬁ.%@ BRE BTl i aie—the-abtitty—to-tend,
-have to take th ‘L‘hg_M @thur nations cannot be asked to

do things which gﬁ do not do wutf however.

How we are going to do this, is one of the things that
will keep some of us awake at night, because Congress reflects
what the people think, Imxfuxk u—nmm,.‘_{?ha people
have got to make their thoughts kmown, amd—the-things-that-we
think—agre moral-TresponsibiTITIEN, they are from-e-mmmnitarien
point—of-vitwm, e domrbmalee— e l:lﬂuranuq}un 88 the
great mass of p

Znugh b 'I:hnl they

will MJ tha_;mtual vo ess and their thinke
4ing n:l.ll ha more pmmrful thron;h urgn:l.lnl groupss
‘Haw, *hu Labor groups m of course, tt—te—fuirly

umieratnninbl% ¥ emember the depression after the last war, and

a_repitltien.of -bad¥leber cond itiuna
they are afraid n ‘I always _‘t it is wrong to be motivate-

4
ed by fear, and I feel we have to get it across to our people
and make them realize that today among the displaced people

there are very few people not of great value to w will
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many of them

wmes oreate jobs to a very great extenf, 'gﬁg Eﬁg?t!n?""“

oaligd-met on the professional level, ﬁ'l!lﬁ‘l are people invalue
able on fma,*;u are short of farm 1uhb:-: they would be wvalu~-
able for certain unskilled jobsj there are people trained in
hand=-skills which we don't have am@®=tn thehigher—brackets thére
are sny number of “them; I-am sure 1t ‘could be proved within &

- FTTL
----- -

But you actually have to go out and go into the Labor
groups and the Veteran groups and sell that idea; emwd rhm e

b are about to embark upon W&-—&—“%ﬁﬂiﬂhﬁ hE
me theaeabriires nom
and thet-1t-18-a v tHe to 6T people to aYsUNE Ieadership
-and io get-»id of their.-fears, wc;uut at the present
time, I think the most important thing j# that anyone of us
o-%%&a do 1s to try to oreate understanding among the people of
this country, just by talking to one's neighbors and making
them understand who thau;' 1!%% % @ are, “that they have @ 2tfee=
Idicr-ouss-and the right to l:l‘l-_. Just ae we have.

I have been very much interested by talking to our
Braziliam r-pruantat:lﬂ. Bragll 4s one of the few countries
which nctuallyﬁnadq a start and made an agreement te take in

a number of people = mot a great many «; it has taken nearly

detalls sefitle '
a year to finally get e—wbemat, but w hmw

the
4 suxr delegate, MewgPs talks of being a receiving country

and accepting t‘l-:air- share of respons b J ide.
v v Lhilietx. Agh pr! e

L=
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St { great many people f the Latin American Gountries
don't really take much :l.n'bern’:‘ﬁt;“?;nr;nu they don't see what
the situation iss It doesn't fnuuh them anymore than it touch=
es the great mass in this countxry,

I could really say that perhaps our greatest responsibility
to the refugees is to try and spread an understanding of the
kind of people they are, of nhaths happened to them, of their
value to soclety and of their m as long as they stay im
camps, delaying the recovery of world economys

I think if we would do that, we would really help the
whole situation and help the refugees in every country in .the
world no matter where they go, and we would help our own coune
try and its representatives to do its share, both, because we
have a humanitarian responsibility and obligation, but also,
because 1t is the one way in which we can help the economy of
the world to come more quickly to a more normal basis,

That's selfish, of course, but, nevertheless, it is ex=
tremely important because it will affect everything that we are
able to do for the unhappy people who still are homeless both
in Asia and Europe,

We aptnra good deal of time yesterday, ¥I—think-I-$ell yeou

thtsy aven if it.has nothing-t0 40 with-pewy discussing in one

subecommittee just one of the UNRRA functions, %1: is a rather
one - egause
unimportant one from “he-whede point of view, of—eourse it has
but
nothing to do with supplies, it is one of the functions where
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UNRRA has supplied countries with experts in social welfare
to help them rewestablish their own soclal welfare programs,

where they set up small factories to demonstrate how certain
m*‘»fuu/u:(.... e R P

L u* ,(.£ _Mu,.a‘w
Tope:

things can be done the best way,
fet fto {’n'-l‘(lﬂh W

They sald they needed not advice but suppliess We answer-
edthat we are really not offering advice unless the countries

ask for it, t is -purvbmalar help
L earandd !l;ﬁ el
on the spot ," e lml::l.ggf "people, because they had
e ot Gugld™
great losses,ssd we argued und-n'gnb and they repeated wé
bue,
what -h{h the use of setting up demonstrations, what need~-
AL A Aeseonelintin, BEEE

ed=were over a million of artificial limbs amnd no% how you wede s,
them! Butwe explained-thet e grest mWany COUALFIss would prefer
not_to. have. the. demonetmetions But needed demonStratvions; Ve
canse the type of mechinery ts-QITTerent TH HaNy Sountries.
I was se glad that I had been to sash a demonstration
which was shown here at the Veteran's clinic and could talk
Wt v
with some knowledge about qsnnh a demonstration, but, neverthe~
less, it was again assumed on their part that we were perhaps

taking up one thing im a way which was unimportant when they

At [’.de
weren't quite sure how to manage the great need M
M N {,I."u\. .
.m-g-;hé‘ﬁ-ﬁ Cownltel ju T 7 e

Of course, they want that need on am imternational basis,

* = = = e-womdering.shalbar. e Qa0 aeet Thaton—ar INTErMTEtieonal
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Jbeads, perhaps we will have to find some consultative basis

s e otz stk
which might make it easier to get cooperation from Congress -

R X XA AR R XS,
That, however; 18 & 11ttle diTficult to explain and how

-We are goimg -to.oome. out, I don!s-XNOW
I would like to see it on an international hasiu,. because
I would like to see the United Nations built up and made strong~
er and\? would like to see everything possible done on an entirely
international bs-uais, Wad I think ﬂi have to deal in realities A .
and when y'ﬁ'u are the country ﬁ I}:::am to pay the greatest amount
of money, and when you know that your people are perhaps still
not particularly aware why they should be responsible, m
e to
g, U KOwtE TR {"f” Fyef B Capfod
How 1t 1s going to come owt, I oouldn't tell you, butyin any
case, I th:l.nk_ you and all thq;.penpla };hat qbu uu_i talk to should
become aware of the pro‘hlmf" D uulti?i I_.rf ‘bound to meet us,
as_we are dealing with 850, displaced ﬁ‘&m. k‘-ﬁ '. /,V
Bewy we hope, of course, that in a very short time hemes will
beo-foomd. foxr.ithemy - thab they will be settled in different parts
of the world; just how long it will take, nobody knows, Iﬂg do
kmow alunatiun"”rnlll.r 1:51:%1:; this country m why L& 1& our re=
sponsibility, MI don't think just delegates to the United
Nations or even just the State Department can get that realiszatiom

over to the people of the United States, and so I hope that every



e]2e

individual who has a chance or an outlet to reach any group

of people in this country will do S0, and-Jmow. that it is .
m"g:a oreation among our own pecple of a'‘lnderstand-
ing of what is happening to people and of a sense of re-

sponsibility becaise of our own leadership position in the

i Vo ?
Jff}‘- -f"! ;f 1}5@':_ ’ ff ﬁ ‘:_m._ St

28

'ﬂ'rlda L. & " ({ P -If; ,ﬂ .E.-“q‘ £
I thank you,

|
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FRANKELIN DELANC ROOSEVELT = A MAN =

The country has felt great sorrow this day,

Our beloved President has passed away,
Truly he was, one of the great,

Mourned by the people as he lles in state,
His words end deeds I need not recall,

For they will be remembered long, by all,
Hls untimely end which none fore saw,

Coming while the country 1s still at war,
Is a blow we can 111 afford,

But none can refuse the call of the "Lord",
It seems so unfalr when hostltlitles cease,

That he won't be there to welcome the peace,
He who has done so much for the world,

Cannot be here toc see the peace flag unfurled,
Not only we, under the Hed, White and Blue,

But all of the Allled Nations too,
Feal that this 13 a black day indeed,

And we've lost a man we sorely nee
He was known by intimates as "The Boss",

Thru bad times and good &M he carried his cross,
A martyr no doubyt history will say,

My words here are, poor tribute to pay,
To him who in thlis country so free,

Is considered as one of the Immortal Three,
Washington, Lincoln end Hoosevelt they,

Helped make our country whaet 1t 1s today,
I think that there shall never be

Mnother man like Franklin D,
A men who served his country well,

And led it till the day he fell,
His name is on the "Honor Rell","

May he rest in peace "God Save his Soul".

J. P, Sellers,
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July 15, 1946

Mrs, Eleanor Roosevelt
United Nations Counoil
New York City, N. Y.

Dear Mres. Roosevelt}

I am gending you a new gtory which I feel sure
you will enjoy. Everyone who has read it sald that 1t
is an excellent story. ;

I would suggest that you keep this artiocle
confidential until the election of a new President, at
which time I would appreclate having you present 1t to
him,

It is the constant prayer of the working

people of this ocountry that we will again have a Presldent
like Mr. Roosevelt, who will fear God and trust God, That
is the way 1t must be. We cannot build the foundation of
the world unless we find a man like him to agaln lead our
country. There are many people who gtill ghed a tear be-
cause our beloved Mr. Roosevelt passed on and 1t is thelir
sincerest hope that once again we will have someone like
him as President, With God's help we will find one again,

After you read my article, please let me hear
from you.

I close in the Name of the Lord.

Regpectfully yours,

Luclan Bemon
e/o General Delivery
Washington, D, 0.
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