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4th April 1946

Dear drs HRoosevelt,

The enclosed is the econclusion of the preface to my play entitled
"In Good King Charles's Golden Daysn, It explains itself. I send 1t
to you as I take you to be the head of the Women's Movement in North
Ametica,as far as such a thing exists. At all events you exlst as a
dynamic persomality; and the Movement is walting to be pushed into a
step further now that it has been deadlocked by Votes For VWomen. A
new move sufriciently startling to wake up the Feminist agitation is
needed; and I can think of qpthing but The Coupled Vote.

fut it must be taken upz%ha strong women: the days when the Head
Centre of the movement was a man (John Stuart M111),which I am old
encugh to remember,are aver. My gqualificatlon for meddling is that T
served for six years on @& publiec health authority on which women sat
for a long time,then were excluded by a new Local Government Act,and
finally re-admitted by later legislation. I know what men are in the

presence of women and in thelr absence.

If the Coupled Vote does not interest you, or you judge it inop-

portune, then pitch this uninvited communication into the waste paper

basket and forgive me for troubling you with 1t.
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PREFACE

of the urique and intensely personal and permanent marriage
relation from the camnal intercourse described in Shakespear's
sonnet. This, being a response to the biological decree that the
world must be peopled, may arise irresistibly between persons
who could not live together endurably for aweek but can produce
excellent children. Historians who confuse Charles’s feelings for
his wife with his appetite for Barbara Villiers do not know chalk
from cheese biologically. Caze

Tue Furture oF Wosmen 18 PoLiTics

The establishment of representative government in England
is assumed to have been completed by the enfranchisement of
women in 1928, The enormous hiatus left by their previous dis-
enfranchisement is supposed to have been filled up and finished
with. As a marter of fact it has only reduced Votes For Women
to absurdity; for the women immediately used their vote to keep
women out of Parliament. After seventeen years of it the nation,
consisting of men and women in virtually equal numbers, is
misrepresented at Westminster by 24 women and 616 men. Dur-
ing the Suffragette revolt of 1913 I gave great offence to the
agitators by forecasting this result, and urging that what was
needed was not the vote, but a constitutional amendment enacting
that all representative bodies shall consist of women and men in
equal numbers, whether elected or nominated or co-opted or
registered or picked up in the street like a coroner’s jury.. . .
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In the case of elected bodies the only way of effecting this is
by the Coupled Vote. The representative unit must be not a man
or a-woman but a man end a woman. | Every vote, to be valid,
must be for a human pair, with the result that the elected body
must consist of men and women in equal numbers. Unil.this
is achieved it is idle to prate about political democracy as existing,
§ or ever having existed, at any known period of English history.
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“IN GOOD KING CHARLES'S GOLDEN DAYS"

It is to be noted that the half-and-half proportion is valid no
matter what the proportion of women to men is in the popula-
tion. It never varies considerably; but even if it did the natural
umit would still be the complete couple and not its better (or
worse) half.

The wisdom or expediency of this reform is questioned on
various grounds. There are the people who believe that the soul
is a masculine organ lacking in women, as certain physical organs
are, and is the seat of male political faculty. But,so far, dissection,
spectrum analysis, the electronic microscope, have failed to dis-
cover in either sex any specific organ or hormone that a biologist
can libel as the soul. So we christen it The Holy Ghost or The
Lérd of Hosts and dechristen it as a Life Force or Elan Vital.
As this is shared by women and men, and, when it quits the”
individual, produces in both alike the dissolution we call death,
democratic representation cannot be said to exist where women
are not as fully enfranchised and qualified as men. So far no
great harm has been done by their legal disabilities because men
and women are so alike that for the purposes of our crude legis-

lation it matters little whether juries and parliaments are packed = 3

with men or women; but now that the activities of government
have been greatly extended, detailed criticism by women has be-
come indispensable in Cabinets. For instance, the House of Lords
is more representative than the House of Commons because its
mémbers are there as the sons of their fathers, which is the reason -
for all of us being in the world; but it would be a much more
Iniman body if it were half-and-half sons and daugiiters.

All this went on with the approval of the women, who formed
half the community, and yet were excluded not only from the
franchise but from the professions and public services, except
the thrones. Up to a point this also did not matter much; for in

oligarchies women exercise so much influence privately and hﬁ"a-#f ;

sponsibly that the cleverest of them are for giving all powér to
the men, knowing that they can get round them without being
hampered by the female majority whose world is the kitchen,
the nursery, and the drawingroom if such a luxury is within
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their reach. -

But representation on merely plangent Parliamentary bodi
is not sufficient. Anybody can csz!E:in ofa griwan:lz; but 11.:
remedy demands constructive political capacity. Now political
capacity is rare; but it is not rarer in women than in men. Nature's
Su_p;_nly of five per cent or so of born political thinkers and ad-
ministrators are all urgently needed in modern civilization; and if
half of that nawral supply is cut off by the exclusion of women
from Parliament and Cabinets the social machinery will fall short
and perhaps break down forlack of sufficientdirection. Competent
women, of whom enough are available, have their proper places
ﬂllac:dhgr m::mpci rlcnt men: cljll!ﬂ: is no Cabinet in Europe that
would not be vitally improw ing i i
Srousd et 1 subaﬁ};,j mj; by having its male tail cut off and

But how is this to be done? Giving all wo v
itimpossible because it only dnuhlumlge resis ﬁmi:m?zhmu;:
When it was introduced in England not a single woman was
returned at the ensuing General Election, though there were
women of proved ability in the field. They were all defeated by
male candidates who were comparative noodles and nobodies.

Thucfure I suggest and advocate The Coupled Vote, making
all votes invalid except those for a bisexed couple, and thus ensur-
!ng the return of a body in which men and women are present
in equal numbers. Until this is done, adult suffrage will remain
the least democratic of all political systems. I leave it to our old
p-dlflm:ntlry hands to devize a plan by which our electorate can
:hfid;;‘m, humbuggf, hc:eaud, lied to, or frightened into
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it will wait too long. bt

Maivern

1919

Ayot Saine Lawrence
1945
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